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THE full significance of the White 
Paper can be gathered only from 
a comparison of its language (and 
the circumstances of its issuance) with 
the original acceptance by the British 
Government of the principle of parti- 
tion as outlined in the Peel Report. Al- 
though the White Paper is couched in 
the cautious language of diplomacy 
and makes no more concessions to fact 
than cannot be avoided, it nevertheless, 
in comparison with the eager recep- 
tion of its predecessor, gives every ap- 
pearance of an appeal from Alexander 
Drunk to Alexander Sober. 

The scant consideration given by the 
British Cabinet to the terms of the 
Peel report was shocking not only to 
the Jewish world, both Zionist and 
non-Zionist, but to many members of 
Parliament and of the League of Na- 
tions Mandates Commission itself. It 
must be borne in mind that in the 
Royal Commission Report Great Bri- 
tain's accredited representatives ad- 
vocated a course of action which was 
a definite repudiation of all of the ob- 
ligations undertaken by Great Britain 
when it assumed the Palestinian Man- 
date. This plan was based on the un- 
derlying (and asserted) assumption 
that the Mandate itself had failed. 
Equally significant was the fact that 
the Peel Commission, despite its na- 
tural desire to spare the dignity and 
reputation of its own government, felt 
compelled by the facts of the situa- 
tion to attribute the alleged failure of 
the mandate in large part to British 
mal-administration. 

An anomoly of the proposal (one 
among many) lay in the fact that, de- 
spite this admission of an improper 
trusteeship, the Royal Commission 
baldly proposed to reward Great Bri- 
tain by the creation of a corridor in 
Palestine (purely for British military 
needs) and by other impingements 
upon the sovereignty of both the pro- 
posed Arab and Jewish states. 

There was, it must be conceded, a 
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certain admirable naivete in Mr. 
Ormsby-Gore's defence of partition 
before the League's Mandates Com- 
mission. Making a virtue of necessity, 
the Secretary of State for the Col- 
onies, quoting from the Royal Com- 
mission's report "that the government 
of Palestine might almost be des- 
cribed as government by arithmetic" 
found this to be a highly proper atti- 
tude for the British Colonial Office to 
have taken despite the complete and 
fundamental antagonism which such 
attitude inescapably created towards 
both the letter and the spirit of the 
Balfour Declaration and of the Man- 
date itself. 

It would be idle to repeat the lan- 
guage of these instruments, and it 
suffices us to say only that the obli- 
gation imposed by the Mandate on 
England (and accepted by England 
whether for altruistic purposes to- 
wards the Jews or by reasons of im- 
perial policy) clearly demanded the 
establishment of a Jewish national 
home without artificial restrictions and 
limited only by the ability of the Jews 
to accommodate themselves to the po- 
tentialities of the land. 

When, therefore, the Royal Com- 
mission proposed the tri-partite divi- 
sion of Palestine into an Arab state, 
a Jewish State and a British Corri- 
dor ; and when further, the commis- 
sion allocated to the proposed Jewish 
state a territory equal to one-fifth only 
of historic Palestine, with certain other 
humiliating exclusions (such as Jeru- 
salem) and imposed financial burdens 
on the proposed Jewish state in favor 
of the proposed Arab state : the na- 
tural astonishment, indignations and 
protestations, not only of Jews but of 
all liberals throughout the world, im- 
mediately became a warning sign to 
the British Government. In the light 
of the sentiment and action evoked 
against the Peel report by its own pro- 
posals. Ormsby-Gore's subsequent ap- 
pearance before the League's Man- 
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dates Commission must be reckoned 
as a very pronounced example of ef- 
frontery in high places. The reception 
accorded him there could not have 
been a surprise to him, but at the same 
time must have been an unpleasant ex- 
perience. It could not have been other 
than humiliating for the representative 
of a great empire, rendering an ac- 
count of its stewardship of an inter- 
national mandate, to have the League's 
representatives accept an indictment 
such as this: "and if one thing stands 
out clear from the record of the Man- 
datory administration, it is the leniency 
with which Arab political agitation, 
even when carried to the point of vio- 
lence and murder, has been treated. 
The policy of conciliation, carried to 
its furthest limit, has failed." 

The brake has now been applied. Not 
only has the Colonial Office vested in 
the Palestine administration more mil- 
itary power and more stringent laws 
against violence, but (hopeful sign!) 
the administration for the first time 
in twenty years is using its power and 
sternly repressing murder and arson, 
so long the favorite out-door sport of 
Arab terrorists. In addition, the gov- 
ernment itself has, without admitting 
it, executed volte face in policy. In- 
stead of plumping 100% for parti- 
tion as it did following the issuance 
of the Royal Commission report, 
Ormsby-Gore now says in the White 
Paper that the government "is in no 
sense committed to approval of that 
plan." Of course, we must not fall into 
the error of believing that the issu- 
ance of this White Paper is an un- 
mitigated blessing if in fact it shall 
in the future prove to be a blessing at 
all. There is the obvious fact of de- 
lay until the new Commission pro- 
posed by the White Paper shall have 
investigated and reported, and its re- 
port shall have been acted upon by 
the British Government and the Man- 
dates Commission, and the League it- 
self. In the meanwhile, of course, all 
of the evils attendant upon delay and 
uncertainty will be aggravated both in 
and out of Eretz Israel. Thus capital 
(Continued on page 20) 
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THE DARKEST ASPECT OF THIS 
ERA OF DARKNESS 

By DR. ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 



A TRIBUTE OF WHICH WE 
ARE PROUD 

A DISTINGUISHED visiting 
preacher in our pulpit, who 
enjoys the unique opportun- 
ity of speaking in many a synagogue 
and temple throughout this land, re- 
cently wrote to our Rabbi paying a 
fine compliment to the congregation of 
men and women he found at the Fri- 
day evening services at which he lec- 
tured. "It was exceedingly pleasant to 
address the earnest-minded and alert 
members of the congregation that you 
assembled on Friday evening. It was 
one of the most earnest-minded groups 
of men and women that I have met 
in the course of my travels." 

This is not a unique tribute. A few 
weeks ago an outstanding lay leader in 
Jewish life, who spoke from our pul- 
pit at a Friday night service, also 
could not refrain from expressing his 
pleasant surprise at the type of con- 
gregation he was privileged to address. 

We are proud to hear these words 
of praise, because we appreciate the 
tremendous value to Jewish life inher- 
ent in these Sabbath services. It is 
good to have large numbers on these 
occasions. But numerical strength, 
important as that is, would not give 
us real satisfaction. It is ofttimes easy 
to get crowds if you cater to the tastes 
of the crowds, if you permit the pul- 
pit to stoop to sensationalism and vul- 
garity. We pride ourselves that our 
pulpit has set for itself a high stan- 
dard of Jewish teaching. It has never 
stooped to those means, which, alas, 
are becoming more prevalent in many 
a pulpit in this land. To find a con- 
gregation appreciating such standards, 
a congregation that is not only one of 
the largest that can be seen in any 
synagogue, but that is also "one of 
the most earnest-minded and alert 
groups of men and women," is in- 
deed a distinction and a tribute of 
which we are humbly, but justly 
proud. 
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ONE of the most fascinating 
narratives of the Bible is the 
one that describes the plagues 
that came upon the land of Egypt in 
the days of Israel's bondage. Many of 
us fail to understand the deeper sig- 
nificance in that Biblical tale. We have 
here a poetic portrayal of a decaying 
civilization, the natural consequences 
that had to come upon Egypt as a re- 
sult of a system of economic, political 
and social life that made Egypt thrive 
at the expense of enslaved and tor- 
mented human beings. There was 
blood and filth and pestilence — aye, 
one plague describes it all — darkness, 
a thick darkness came upon the land, 
a darkness that was felt by every one. 

Now the Rabbis ask a very odd ques- 
tion. M c-he-chan Haya Hu-choshech 
Hahu, "Whence came this darkness?" 
And the answer is even more mysteri- 
ous Rabbi Judah answered : "It came 
Me-choshech Shel Matah, from the 
darkness of the lower regions." Rabbi 
Nehemiah answered : "No, it came 
Me-choshech Shel Maaloh, from tbf> 
darkness of the higher regions." What 
could these sages possibly have meant 
by the apparently meaningless discus- 
sion? 

It seems to me that we have here a 
penetrating study of the tragic events 
that led to the final destruction of a 
once mighty and powerful nation. 
"Whence came this darkness that 
overwhelmed the land and people?" 
One rabbi, studying what happened, 
answers : "The darkness came from 
the lower regions. The masses, ignor- 
ant, vulgar and cruel, — the lowest ele- 
ments, the scum of society, were filled 
with greed and hate, and thus brought 
..he tragedy upon their nation." 

"Oh," replies the second rabbi, who 
seems to have a clearer eye as to what 
really happened. "You are mistaken. 
Had the darkness come only from the 
lowest elements of society it would not 
have been so tragic. Had the higher 
elements, the intellectuals of the peo- 
ple, remained free of the darkness, 
there would have been some hope for 

'Excerpt of a lecture delivered at the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center on Friday evening, December 
31, 1937. 



the eventual salvation of Egypt. The 
tragedy there was that the darkness 
came from those very elements from 
which one would least expect it, — 
from the higher strata of society, the 
educated, the learned, the students and 
teachers in the halls of learning, the 
priests in the temples of their religion. 
These became the sources of darkness, 
these were the ones who taught and 
preached that cruelty and bondage, that 
hatred and bloodshed were the norms 
of a people's life, were the tests of a 
people's greatness. When the darkness 
comes from above, then no hope re- 
mains !" 

This striking comment comes to my 
mind as I look about me and study 
the world situation today. We see in 
many lands the re-appearance of the 
ten plagues, blood flowing like water, 
the sword unsheathed, pestilence and 
filth rampant, — the black plague of 
darkness enveloping every one and 
everything. 

Here, too, we must ask ourselves : 
"Whence came this darkness?" We 
have witnessed periods of recession 
to darkness before. We have, however, 
always consoled ourselves that the 
darkness came from below. "Wait till 
education spreads its beneficent in- 
fluence," we were told. "Wait till the 
masses, the lowly and ignorant, see the 
rays of light, and then humanity will 
no longer be afflicted with the curses 
and plagues that weigh upon them to- 
day." How disappointed we, of this 
age of enlightenment, have a right to 
be ! The darkest aspect of this era of 
darkness that envelops the world is 
just thisj — that the ^darkness comes 
from above. It is from these very 
sources, the higher strata of society, 
that we behold the clouds of darkness 
emanating. 

But, you will tell me, that cannot 
be. Education and learning cannot go 
hand in hand with cruelty and hatred. 
You make a grave mistake. The Egyp- 
tions, too, had their schools, their 
books, and their libraries. The Rabbis 
tell the story that when Moses appear- 
ed before Pharoah and said that he 
came in the name of the God of Jus- 
tice and Freedom, the king answered: 
"Who is this God ? I have never heard 
of him before. Wait, I shall go to my 
{Continued on page 23) 
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THE BACKGROUND OF RUMANIAN 

ANTI-SEMITISM 



By HERMAN SPEIER 



(In December of 1936 Mr. Speier, as 
Executive Secretary of the United 
Rumanian Jews of America, preteut- 
cd the following report on the Jew- 
ish situation in Rumania to the Ad- 
ministmtive Committee of the Ameri- 
can Jewish Congress. It gives such an 
illuminating— and prophetic — picture 
of the background of the present anti- 
Semitic upheaval that its publication at 
this time will provide a better under- 
standing of what is happening in Ru- 
mania under Goga — Editor). 

IT can be said without exaggeration 
that three quarters of those who 
make up Roumanian public opinion are 
anti-Semitic, mirroring Hitler in their 
fashion. The Judiciary, the Military, 
the University professors, the mem- 
bers of the Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry and the Roumanian intellec- 
tuals are today seething with anti- 
Semitism. The extraordinary propa- 
ganda spread by German agents 
throughout the country is primarily 
responsible for this state of affairs. 
The difficult economic situation with 
which Roumania has to struggle is an 
important contributing factor. To un- 
derstand why Nazi propaganda has 
made such great strides in Roumania, 
endangering the very existence of one 
million Jews, it will be necessary to 
present a short historical review of 
the Jews in Roumania. 

Before the World War the Rou- 
manian Jews, though subject to all 
obligations imposed by the govern- 
ment, including military service, were 
however, considered foreigners, and 
were subject to expulsion from the 
country, and to laws restricting their 
activities. The only avenues left open 
to them were business and industry, 
and, in the intellectual domain, medi- 
cine and the press. Anti-Semitism was 
a government prerogative, practiced 
and promulgated by the aristocratic 
classes, in order to retain for them- 
selves all government privileges cov- 
ering the various administrative offices 
and the agricultural fields. 

When the war ended Roumania's 
stature grew with the annexation of 
Bessarabia, Transylvania and Buco- 
vinia, increasing the territory of 18- 
000 square K.M. to 300,000 square 
K.M., and the population from 8,000,- 



000 to 18,000,000. In keeping with 
the peace treaties, and for the pro- 
tection of the minorities (there being 
4,000,000 Christian minorities besides 
the one million Jews), a new political 
constitution had to be set up. In thus 
being compelled to accord citizenship 
rights to the Christian minorities, the 
Jews could not be sidetracked. 

The Roumanian Government classes, 
whose political policies were anti- 
Semitic before the war, then agreed to 
accord emancipation to the Jews, 
who therefore became Roumanian citi- 
zens. However, the anti-Semitic atti- 
tude of the government as well as of 
the intellectual classes, remained un- 



(J'hc editorial below zms originally 
published in "The Churchman" Sept. 
1937). 

ACCORDING to an astonishing 
statement, printed in a special 
despatch from Bucharest in the New 
York Herald-Tribune, the supreme 
head of the Greek Orthodox Church 
in Roumania, Patriarch Miron Chris- 
tea, called upon his fellow Christians 
to inaugurate an anti-Semitic cam- 
paign. The concepts of Christian duty, 
as set forth by the patriarch, while 
unfortunately not novel, are shocking- 
ly revealing coming from one in so 
responsible a position. The statement, 
published originally in the Bucharest 
daily Cure nt ul, and copied in the en- 
tire national press of the country, fol- 
lows : 

"The Jews have caused an epidemic 
of corruption and social unrest. They 
monopolize the press, which, with the 
aid of foreign help, permanently flays 
all the spiritual treasures of the Rou- 
manians. One feels like crying with 
pity for the good Roumanian nation, 
whose very marrow has been sucked 
from its bones by the Jews. 

"To defend ourselves is a national 
and patriotic duty, not anti-Semitic. 
Lack of measures to get rid of this 



changed and long before Hitler's ad- 
vent into Germany there were in Rou- 
mania constant anti-Semitic agitations 
and excesses. The Cadaver question 
in the medical colleges, the Oradea 
Mare devastations, the Borsha fire, 
excesses against the Jews in the trains, 
beatings in the parks and streets, etc., 
will forever be poignantly stamped on 
our memories. Thus, when Nazi pro- 
paganda made its appearance it found 
fertile ground. Today the situation is 
exceedingly grave. Observers are con- 
vinced that Roumania is the next coun- 
try to follow in Germany's footsteps. 
And how is this dynamite planted? 
(Continued on next page) 



plague would indicate that we are lazy 
cowards who let ourselves be carried 
alive to our graves. 

"Why should the Jews enjoy the pri- 
vilege of living like parasites on our 
backs? Why should we not get rid of 
these parasites who suck Roumanian 
Christian blood? It is logical and holy 
to react against them. 

"To dislocate Arabs from their 
homes in Palestine for the sake of the 
Jew is neither right nor humane. 

"The duty of a Christian is to love 
himself first and to see that his needs 
are satisfied. Only then can he help his 
neighbor if he approaches him with a 
clean soul and in a spirit of good 
neighborliness." 

Said the Herald-Tribune correspon- 
dent in comment on the statement : 

"In view of the enormous influence 
of the clergy in Roumania, nearly 90 
percent of whose population are pro- 
foundly devout peasants, the patri- 
arch's declaration of war against the 
Jews is expected to intensify consid- 
erably the anti-Semitic feeling pre- 
vailing in this country." 

"Nowhere else in the world, so far 
as we are aware, has the leader of a 
Christian communion made so black 
(Continued on page 22) 
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First there are the 100% anti-Semitic 
parties, including the Vaida-Goga-Cuza 
Iron Guard, and the George Bratianu 
factions, which advocate a government 
program for the economic as well as 
the physical extermination of the Jew- 
ish population. These parties are not 
far from having control of the reins 
of government. 

As I have already said, public opin- 
ion is in a great measure in sympathy 
with this program. 

Those who are not anti-Semitic are, 
sadly enough, very few in number. 
Even the Peasant Party supports a 
platform limiting the activities of the 
Jews, so that the places occupied by 
the Jews would become available to 
the non-Jews. The difference between 
the 100% anti-Semitic parties and the 
other semi-anti-Semitic parties is that 
the first cry for the immediate elimina- 
tion of the Jews, even if force and 
violence have to be employed, while 
the semi-anti-Semites are gradually ac- 
complishing these eliminations by 
more subtle methods. 

The government program, patterned 
on Germany's,, would immediately ex- 
pel the Jews from all intellectual fields : 
the press, medicine, law and engineer- 
ing, and then would come business and 
industry. 

Should the King call into power one 
or more of the anti-Semitic groups 
the direst hardships and sufferings 
would descend on the Jewish people, 
and a fate worse than that of the 
German Jews would be theirs. In pen- 
ury and destitution they would be com- 
pelled to emigrate — but where? What 
doors remain open to them ? The grav- 
ity of the situation is constantly in- 
creased by German propaganda and 
the organization of the Roumanian 
people into a political body hungry for 
a prey, with the inevitable victim the 
Jew. 

The Hitlerites are employing all 
means and methods of influencing 
King Carol, professedly pro-German, 
to bring about an anti-Semitic Gov- 
ernment. 

Ever since King Carol II returned 
to Roumania in 1932, the old political 
parties have become weaker from day 
to day. The young George Bratianu 
withdrew from the Liberal Party, Go- 
ga withdrew from the Averescu Par- 
ty, and Vaida withdrew from the Na- 
tional Peasant Party, so that these 
groups were split up and divided. Vai- 
da joined hands with the Iron Guard 



and Goga fused with Cuza. This po- 
litical havoc was delicately manoeu- 
vered by the King in order to keep 
the upper hand and control the po- 
litical parties to suit his convenience 
and ambitions. Titulescu, who fav- 
ored French policy, was eliminated 
from foreign office, so that the King 
could have a free hand to deal with 
Germany. Vaida and Goga are in 
league with Germany, and if called 
into power, anti-Semitism will be the 
anchor for its new orientation. The 
King stands ready to accept a pro- 
German government at any opportune 
time, and is also ready to bring into 
power the Vaida-Goga combination. 

Roumania has a Constitutional form 
of government. But the truth of the 
matter is that it is under a dictator- 
ship behind a constitutional curtain. 
The dictatorship comes from above, 
and even though the government offi- 
cials might wish to do something, they 
are powerless. 

The economic situation in the coun- 
try is daily becoming worse. The num- 
bers of Jewish unemployed is rapidly 
increasing the ranks of the "luftmen- 
schen." They are fleeing the country 
places and villages, seeking refuge in 
the cities, thereby only contributing to 
the over-crowded conditions and add- 
ing to the misery and poverty. 

The Jewish banks of the past 
are almost extinct. These institu- 
tions, which played so great a part in 
the commercial life of the Jewish mer- 
chants and small industries, have been 
ruined through government and politi- 
cal machinations. The Banca Nationala 
(the National Bank), which is govern- 
ment managed and controlled, reigns 
supreme. With the Jewish banks such 
as the banks of Marmarosh, Bercovici, 
Wachtel Banka Moldova, etc., out of 
the way, the Jewish merchants and in- 
dustrialists are left at the mercy of 
the Banca Nationala, which not only 
denies them credits, but refuses to 
discount their notes. Through such 
malevolent methods the ruin of these 
merchants and small industrialists is 
assured, as is their expulsion from 
the business world. Their place is to 
be filled by non-Jewish operatives, 
subsidized by the National Bank and 
run by politicians or political hench- 
men. 

The few Jewish cooperatives set up 
by the Joint Distribution Committee 
have very small resources,, and their 
help to the Jewish business man is 
negligible. The loans are too small 



and too limited to be of any value ex- 
cept to the small artisan. 

Little by little the Jews are thrown 
out of all public occupations as well. 
They are not admitted to manual 
schools nor on the faculties except on 
a restricted basis. Those who do gain 
admittance however, are soon com- 
pelled to leave, due to the terrorism 
spread by the students. 

The country is in the grip of an or- 
ganized terroristic band, the head of 
which is the notorious Corneliu-Zdre- 
lea-Zabrinsky-Codreanu, whose mo- 
ther was a German, as well as of other 
organized and armed gangs under the 
leadership of the Cuza-Goga National 
Christian Party. Their aims and pur- 
poses are to terrorize and intimidate 
all liberal minded people of the coun- 
try, and the Jews in general, through 
their hundreds of newspapers, pam- 
phlets and magazines, openly inciting 
them to riot, and even murder, with- 
out interference from the authorities. 
There is a censor to check on publica- 
tions before they are permitted to go 
to print. The censor keeps his eyes 
wide open on the liberal newspapers 
only, permitting the Nazified poison- 
ous propaganda to go on unmolested. 

These armed and uniformed gangs 
of the Iron Guard, and Cuza-Goga's 
blue shirts, demonstrate against the 
Jews and devastate their property 
without the slightest interference from 
the authorities. They were and are the 
monster created by the various gov- 
ernments who house and feed them in 
their so-called Caminnuri Universi- 
tare, sustained and maintained by pub- 
lic funds. These monsters get out of 
control and turn against their mas- 
ters. And though these masters at 
times try to rid themselves of them 
they find this difficult, for the yeast 
has already fermented, and though de- 
crees are issued by the Ministers of 
Interior to dissolve the uniformed 
and armed units, and close up their 
various camps and clubs (maintained 
and sustained directly or indirectly by 
the authorities) these prove of no 
avail. It is understood, however, that 
all these orders and decrees are mere 
gestures to throw dust into the eyes 
of the outside world. These gangsters 
are seen at the railroad stations and on 
the highways in trucks, demonstrating 
in uniform and with the Swastika flags 
in full view, and giving the Nazi sal- 
ute to all passersby. 
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Hon. Ormsby-Gore Answers Questions 



(In its last issue the Review publish- 
ed the opening address of the Hon. 
IF. Ormsby-Gore, Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, before the Perman- 
ent Mandates Commission of the 
League of Nations during the discus- 
sion on the partition of Palestine, Be- 
Iozj are sez'cral extracts from the 
clvapter of the Commission Report 
covering the questions put to Mr. 
Ormsby-Gore by members of the Com- 
Mission, and the answers of the Col- 
onial Minister.) 

Could Partition Establish Harmonious 
Relations with the Arabs? Would It 
Solve the Arab's Fundamental Opposi- 
tion to Zionism? 

MPALACIOS said he agreed 
with the accredited repre- 
• sentative regarding his in- 
terpretation of "civil right." He only 
wished to lay stress on certain other 
statements by Mr. Ormsby-Gore which 
seemed to him of fundamental import- 
ance for forming an opinion on the 
proposed solution. It seemed clear to 
all that the mandatory Power thought 
it impossible to continue to apply the 
mandate. The facts and reasons on 
which that decision was based were 
quite clearly set out in the Royal Com- 
mission's report. At one time M. Pa- 
lacios had thought that, despite the risk 
that the Balfour Declaration might 
disappear at the same time as the ex- 
isting mandate, a vigorous effort 
would be made to maintain it ; but he 
had learned, on the contrary, that there 
was a question of "annulling" it. It 
was true that the intention was to 
substitute for it a Jewish State which, 
though doubtless small, would be inde- 
pendent. In those circumstances, it 
was necessary to know what prob- 
ability there was of ensuring the fu- 
ture peace of Palestine — in so far as 
it had been found impossible so to do 
under the terms of the Balfour Declar- 
ation — by the creation of a Jewish 
State, which, in addition to the disad- 
vantages of its immediate proximity, 
would mean a loss of territory for the 
Arabs. Would it be possible, with the 
new method, to achieve conciliation 
and the establishment of harmonious 
relations ? 

M. Palacios agreed with Mr. Orms- 
by-Gore as to the necessity of taking 
into account the aspirations of the 
Jews. He agreed with him also that 



the doors must be opened as wide as 
possible to emigration from Central 
and Eastern Europe. He also recog- 
nized that Jews and Arabs lived in 
peace and harmony in countries such 
as Iraq, Egypt, and Syria and indeed 
also in Palestine itself, particularly be- 
fore the mandate, and in the Jewish 
communities that had existed prior to 
the advent of Zionism. Would the pro- 
posed solution strengthen those good 
relationships? It must not be forgot- 
ten that, in view of the smallness of 
the Jewish State, it would obviously 
not provide a settlement of the whole 
problem. Even if it were intended, in 
peopling that State, to make the ut- 
most possible use of industrial and 
agricultural scientific resources, not 
more than two million persons could 
live there. 

On the other hand, would the fun- 
damental problem of the Arabs' op- 
position to the "Statute" be solved? 
Was it possible to reconcile with the 
proposed solution the principle of Arab 
unity to which such prominence was 
given in the Royal Commission's re- 
port and that of "sovereignty" (the 
report states on page 394 that "the 
Arabs must acquiesce in the exclu- 
sion from their sovereignty of a piece 
of territory long occupied and once 
ruled by them?" If satisfaction were 
not given to the Arabs on a point 
which the representative of the man- 
datory Power himself considered es- 
sential — namely, the Statute ; a pro- 
blem that was undoubtedly more im- 
portant to them than immigration — 
was there not a danger that the con- 
flict between the two elements would 
be intensified rather than mitigated, 
and also that the situation of the Jews 
would be made worse through the re- 
awakening of anti-Semite or irredent- 
ist movement where such movements 
had never existed or had fortunately 
disappeared? 

Mr. Ormsby-Gore Replies 

Mr. Ormsby-Gore agreed with M. 
Palacios that the territory proposed 
for the Jewish State was small. With 
any other people in any other condi- 
tions, it might prima facie be said that 
the territory was so small as to amount 
to very little. But, small as the terri- 
tory might be, they had to recognize 
what the Jewish people were. Scatter- 
ed throughout the world, they were a 



people with immense financial re- 
sources, a people with a remarkable in- 
tensity of purpose, a people who for 
generations had been intensively edu- 
cated and had shown remarkable skill 
in economic activities of every kind. 
More important than all, the Jew 
throughout the world had an interest 
in Palestine. 

There was no analogy therefore with 
the case of British migration to Can- 
ada or to Australia. The Jews were a 
homeless wandering people, seeking to 
leave some of the countries in which 
they now dwelt, and concentrating 
their minds and their eyes towards the 
fullest intensification of their develop- 
ment in Palestine. Parallels with what 
had happened elsewhere, and at other 
times in history would not help very 
much. He was confident that, given 
a Jewish State, there would be most 
intense endeavor inside that State, 
however small it might be, and a very 
large increase in the Jewish population. 

Mr. Ormsby-Gore entirely agreed 
with M. Palacios that the fundamen- 
tal question was that of status. That 
was more important than anything 
else. It was the dream of the Jews — 
the same dream that they had had in 
the days of Cyrus, when they were in 
exile in Babylon—to get back to Pal- 
estine and to find once again, not 
merely a National Home, but a Jew- 
ish State. They wished to be, not a 
minority, but a majority in that State, 
and to show that, in addition to provid- 
ing other countries, such as Great Bri- 
tain, with able administrators, Gover- 
nors and the like, they could also do 
the same for themselves. Therefore, 
from the Jewish point of view, status 
was all important. 

Equally, from the Arab point of 
view, status was all important. What 
was the feeling of Arabs throughout 
the Arab world? Why had they risen 
against the Turks in the War? It was 
because they desired to re-create their 
independence. They believed in their 
past and in their future as a race and 
as a civilization. Therefore, they con- 
centrated on status. He did not think 
the Arabs would like being the subjects 
of any mandatory Power, with or 
without the Jews. From time to time, 
Trans-Jordan sought to emancipate it- 
self from the mandatory system. Syria 
was on the point of being emancipated. 
Iraq had been emancipated, Egypt, not 
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strictly an Arab State, but an Arabic- 
speaking State, was not a Member of 
the League. It was the dream of every 
Arab to have independence. 

Under Partition Would the Arab Ten- 
dency Be to Extinguish the Jewish 
State? 

M. Palacios' next qeustion was whe- 
ther the little Jewish State would be 
a focus of irredentist ideas among the 
Arabs. Would they desire to extin- 
guish the Jewish State once it was 
set up? 

Reply 

Mr. Ormsby-Gore did not think they 
would. He believed that the Arabs re- 
alized in their heart of hearts, though 
they would not admit it, that the pres- 
sure of Jewry throughout the world 
on Palestine was such that, quite apart 
from any question of international 
right, the Arabs would inevitably have 
to deal with the facts as they existed 
at the present time, and recognize that 
the Jews would never give up their 
hope to found a State in Palestine. 
Consequently, he thought that the 
Arabs would make the best of what 
from their point of view might be a 
bad job, and would settle down to 
work together. But they would not 
work together now under a Manda- 
tory. 

He believed that in the early years, 
quite apart from British responsibility 
for the Holy Places, and for her con- 
tinuing responsibilities as a mandatory 
Power in Palestine, the United King- 
dom would have to have sufficient 
force in Palestine to make the treaties 
with the new States effective. But 
above all, there would have to be the 
definite acceptance by the League of 
Nations as a whole of the plan as a 
final settlement. If all the countries 
in the League of Nations accepted it 
as a final settlement, he believed that 
final settlement could be assured. 

M. Palacios had referred to what he 
called the disappearance of the Bal- 
four Declaration. What after all, was 
the Balfour Declaration ? Was it not 
a series of sentences, a declaration, 
made in special circumstances of a 
policy that was to begin ? The Bal- 
four Declaration in itself was not a 
final settlement or a final solution. In 
his Majesty's Government's view, the 
mere fact that the Royal Commission 
had reported as it had done, giving 
prominence to the possibility of a 
Jewish State at an early date, trans- 
formed the Balfour Declaration from 



a Declaration regarding the beginning 
of a policy into a policy of which they 
could see the end — namely, the set- 
tlement of an independent sovereign 
Jewish State. That, certainly, was the 
conception in Lord Balfour's mind — 
it was challenged by others, it is true 
— at the time — and the Balfour Dec- 
laration was the reflection of that con- 
ception as far as it could then be car- 
ried. 

Would the Arabs Voluntarily Leave 
the New Jewish State Established by 
Partition? 

Mile. Dannevig said that, having lis- 
tened to the eloquent and optimistic 
statement of Mr. Ormsby-Gore, she 
wished she could share his optimistic 
views of what would happen after the 
political difficulties had been overcome 
by the partition scheme : But some 
years previously, she had listened to 
an equally optimistic statement by the 
accredited representative regarding the 
protection of the minorities in Iraq, 
when the question of the emancipation 
of that territory was discussed at the 
twenty-first session of the Mandates 
Commission. 

She had one small question to ask. 
Was there any hope that Arabs would 
wish to leave the Jewish State, where 
they would have a better chance of 
livelihood than as settlers in a poor 
country which would have to be de- 
veloped with all the toil and difficulty 
which fell to the lot of settlers in new 
countries ? 

Reply 

Mr. Ormsby-Gore said that, if he 
had been over-optimistic, he was only 
giving his opinion. Perhaps he was 
wrong. He had given the reasons for 
his opinion and must leave it at that. 
He could not prophesy: he could not 
give guarantees. 

With regard to the transfer ques- 
tion, nothing was more remarkable in 
the history of the last few years in 
Palestine than the complete confound- 
ing of all those who took what might 
be called the economic interpretation 
of history. Undoubtedly, Jews had 
poured millions of money into Pales- 
tine. They had benefited not only 
themselves but the Arabs economical- 
ly; and yet, in spite of the Arabs hav- 
ing better economic conditions than 
they had ever had before, their in- 
tensity of hostile feeling had increased 
rather than diminished. As he had said 
before, the Arabs would rather be 
poor without the Jews than rich with 



them. He had always taken the view 
that men sacrificed their lives and rose 
in rebellion and engaged in war, not 
for economic reasons but for reasons 
of race, of sentiment, of religion, and 
that those passions in the human heart 
were far more powerful than economic 
interests. They always had been, and 
always would be. Men aspired to po- 
litical liberty, to freedom, to the de- 
velopment of their own civilization, to 
the conservation of their position in 
the world; and they fought for those 
things, and not for a better material 
life. 

As to transfer, Mr. Ormsby-Gore 
quite agreed that, if it were a case of 
moving the Arabs long distances to a 
strange country, transfer would indeed 
be difficult. But these people had not 
hitherto regarded themselves as "Pal- 
estinians," but as part of Syria as a 
whole, as part of the Arab world. They 
would be going literally only a com- 
paratively few miles away to a people 
with the same language, the same civ- 
ilization, the same religion ; and there- 
fore the problem of transfer geogra- 
phically and practically was easier 
even than the interchanges of Greeks 
and Turks between Asia Minor and 
the Balkans. He was quite satisfied 
that not all the Arabs would wish to 
leave the Jewish State : some would 
realize that they would have opportun- 
ities in the Jewish State. But that some 
would want to leave on grounds of 
sentiment he equally had no doubt ; 
and, if homesteads were provided and 
land was prepared for their reception 
not too far from their existing homes, 
he was confident that many would 
make use of that opportunity. It would 
be one of the first duties of the man- 
datory Power, if the League approved 
of its proceeding with that plan, to 
make an intensive survey of Trans- 
Jordan with a view to ascertaining 
how much it would cost, and where 
such homesteads could be provided. 

Would the Jewish State Be Able to 
Maintain its Territorial Independence? 

The Chairman, M. Orts, said that 
he was by no means convinced that, 
within the general limits indicated by 
the Royal Commission, and with the 
servitudes with which it would be bur- 
dened, the Jewish State would be "cap- 
able of maintaining its territorial in- 
tegrity and political independence," 
even if the former Mandatory became 
its ally. Moreover, in view of the po- 
litical inexperience of the majority of 
{Continued on page 21) 
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A BOOK ABOUT OFFSIDE JEWISH 

CHARACTERS 

A review of Fritz Heytnann's "Der Chevalier von Geldern, Chronik vom 

Abenteuer der Juden." 



LIKE the Spanish refugees of the 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, 
some of the German Jewish re- 
fugees have found a haven for their 
souls and bodies in civilized Holland. 
The "Querido Verlag" of Amsterdam 
has been publishing books written by 
German Jewish refugees which will 
remain as characteristic of the pre- 
sent German barbarity as are the 
books of the Jewish victims of the 
Inquisition. There is in these works a 
search for a new Jewish philosophy, 
for a solution of the Jewish woes. 
Dr. Heymann's theme is a study of 
quaint, rebellious, but original charac- 
ters, lost and bewildered in a world 
to which they attempt to become ad- 
justed. 

The character of Von Geldern is 
fascinating. Doctor, Rabbi, Cabbalist, 
Spiritist, Chemist, Adventurer, Cheva- 
lier and what not, he is basically a 
good man and even a Jew at heart. 
He stands incomparably higher than 
his contemporary knavish Casanova. 
There is also the magnificent hapless 
figure of the pretender to the Portu- 
guese throne, Antonio of Portugal, the 
tragic governor of St. Thomas island, 
so human, so logically driven to his 
doom, the uprooted American-born 
magician, "Philadelphia," proud of his 
native land, Picard, leader of the gangs 
of robbers and highwaymen, Mendoza, 
founder of modern boxing, a primitive, 
but possessing nobility, the romantic 
Conquistadores — all-engrossing shad- 
ows. 

Dr. Heymann evolves his own theory 
of Jewish historiography and pleads 
at the same time for a broad unifying 
Jewish policy of grossen Stils, im 
Welt front, using Dr. Herzl's expres- 
sion. He wants a Jewish policy which 
will make the sixteen million Jews a 
respected people, a power. 

Dr. Heymann finds that since the 
loss of their statehood the Jews have 
had no real Jewish policy. First they 
let God make and direct their policy, 
with the coming of Messiah the ulti- 
mate goal. Later, during the Middle 
Ages,, when the Jews were segregated 
into ghettos, the law ruled the life and 
policies of the Jews. The leadership 
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was divided between the scholars and 
H of juden, Jews attached to the princes' 
courts. The emancipation did not 
change the situation. Jews began to 
look now for the intervention of the 
nations in their favor. They had no 
broad policy of their own, there was 
no political idea for which Jews could 
fight as Jews. 

That is the reason a recession from 
Judaism begins with the emancipation, 
until, after a century of experience, 
the Jews discovered that what the 
world cares for is the emancipation of 
the man and not the Jew. 

Herzl is the first to introduce a Jew- 
ish policy, but its aims are limited to 
the obtaining of a country, and are 
only a partial solution to the Jewish 
problem as a whole. Dr. Heymann 
pleads for the extension of Herzl's 
idea to a broad, all-embracing policy 
which will make the Jews a political 
factor in the world. 

With these premises in mind Dr. 
Heymann criticizes the Jewish histori- 
ography and literature. History, he 
says, does not deal with virtuous men 
only. Adventurers and rogues are also 
part of a people, because "a hero is 
one who achieves the impossible, who 
overthrows the unshakable, obtains, the 
unattainable, catches the unseizable 
and forces the monstrous." The near- 
est to the people is the highwayman, 
the mercenary, the rogue. But the Jew- 
ish historiographer excludes everyone 
"who disturbs the brave citizen's 
peace and who does not honor the 
Jews." They exclude all men who have 
left the Jewish environment, and re- 
cognize them only when they have 
risen to the highest positions in their 
country. For those who have not been 
so elevated there is no pardon ; for 
them there is only a dead silence. 

The Jews are keeping their history 
clean, Dr. Heymann writes, because 
they are always on the defensive. 
Thus, from the pen of the Jewish his- 
toriographer, the way of the Jewish 
people appears as a progression of un- 



told greatness, but the story grows 
wearisome, because it excludes the ac- 
tual experience of the individual. Dr. 
Heymann consequently wants to in- 
clude in the history of the Jewish 
people all those who are of Jewish 
descent, even though they are entirely 
alien to Jewish life and to the Jewish 
community. 

He deplores further that the Jew- 
ish literature does not include stories 
of adventure for children, and that 
such tales must be taken from other 
people's literature. This, in his opinion, 
makes Jewish youth believe that there 
are no adventurously heroic types 
among Jews. Yet there are many per- 
sonalities of this character. They are 
simply ignored by Jewish writers and 
historians. Dr. Heymann believes that 
Jewish history would have taken a 
different course had it been differently 
written. He promises to substantiate 
and develop this theory in his next 
work. 

* * * 

Dr. Heymann is pointing to some 
of the unfortunate features y>f , the 
Jewish political and cultural life, but 
his writing sounds like a reproach. He 
formulates certain objections but in 
too abstract a manner. An historian 
cannot afford to be abstract ; he must 
prove that under the prevailing con- 
ditions which were or are forced upon 
the Jews there is place for another 
policy, for the policy which Dr. Hey- 
mann desires. It does not help much 
to accuse a crushed, lonely, unhappy 
people of failures which are imposed 
upon them. It is hard to see a world 
policy of the Jews in the Middle Ages, 
it is hard to visualize Jewish action 
without the sympathy and assistance 
of the civilized nations. Abstract, 
rather metaphysical thinking leads Dr. 
Heymann to other mistakes. How can 
the Jews produce a Jewish literature 
for children without a Jewish educa- 
tion, without Jewish schools? Jewish 
children are educated in the schools of 
the national dominant majorities, and 
{Continued on page 22) 
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THE START OF A NEW ANTHOLOGY 
OF JEWISH LITERATURE 

A Review of Rabbi Goldman's "The Golden Cham" 



By DR. ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 



DOCTOR Solomon Goldman, 
one of the most gifted men in 
the American Rabbinate, has 
undertaken an ambitious program, 
which, judged by its first fruit, will 
prove of tremendous value in giving 
the American Jew an understanding 
and an appreciation of his priceless 
cultural heritage. "The Golden Chain" 
(Bloch Publishing Co., N. Y.), is the 
title that he gives to this work. It will 
consist of five volumes and will en- 
deavor to bring to the Jew in very 
popular fashion the whole range of 
Jewish literature, beginning with the 
Bible and coming down to the works 
of our own day. Volume I — Part 1 
has now appeared, and justifies the 
praise that has already been given it. 
It covers the Five Books of Moses 
and the earlier Prophets. Each of the 
books is treated under several differ- 
ent headings. First there are the con- 
tents, followed by a list of striking 
words, phrases or passages that are 
often quoted and which are most like- 
ly to impress themselves upon the 
mind of the reader. The authorship, 
style, philosophy and influence of each 
book is then briefly considered. In 
some instances a special section is de- 
voted to a resume of the historical ma- 
terial contained in the book under dis- 
cussion. 

It may appear strange to many that 
Dr. Goldman gives so much space to a 
list of words and phrases in these 
Biblical books. We must remember, 
however, that the Bible, even in its 
English translation, is unique not only 
as a source book of the early history 
of our people, or of the ethics and re- 
ligion of the Jew, but also as a work 
of literature, — indeed as one of the 
greatest literary productions of all the 
ages. There are words and phrases in 
these books that have become classi- 
cal gems, quoted by poets, philosophers 
and orators in all languages. In cull- 
ing for us these excerpts Dr. Goldman 
helps to give the reader an added ap- 
preciation of the literary value of 
these Biblical books. 

In the brief discussions dealing with 
the authorship and the history of each 
book, Dr. Goldman presents the re- 



sults of modern scholarship as well as 
the views of the traditional commen- 
taries. He does not hesitate, however, 
to point out the errors in the conclu- 
sions of many of the modern critics, 
especially of those which "owed their 
birth much more to anti-Jewish pre- 
judice than to critical scholarship." 

We look forward to the appearance 
of the remaining volumes, especially 
of those which will deal with the later 
literary products of our people, so 
little known to most Jews today. The 
work will be especially useful to 
junior and adult study proups, eager 
to become more familiar with Jewish 
literature through the ages. 

OTHER NEW BOOKS 

Midot Ha-Battim, Commentary on 
Mishnah Midot, by Joseph Doktoro- 
witz. 

THIS is a unique work by a unique 
figure in Brooklyn Jewry. Mr. 
Doktorowitz, one of the older Hebrew 
pedagogues, now teaching in the Tip- 
hereth Hagroh Talmud Torah on 
Howard Avenue, is known not only 
for his fine learning and saintly char- 
acter, but also because of an ideal that 
animated his whole life, the populari- 
zation of a knowledge of the Holy 
Temple that existed in Jerusalem. 

When the writer of these lines was a 
young child, he was already privileged 
to see a model of the Holy Temple 
which Mr. Doktorowitz made, and 
which he then exhibited in Philadel- 
phia. Hundreds of people viewed it 
and marvelled at the beauty and exact- 
ness of the miniature Temple. The 
model, however, was destroyed by a 
fire that devastated the building where 
it was exhibited. Only lately, Mr. Dok- 
torowitz completed a new and much 
improved model, which he hopes soon 
to exhibit to his many friends. While 
working on this model he had to make 
a thorough study of that tractate in 
the Talmud which deals with the des- 
cription and the measurements of the 
holy buildings, Mr. Doktorowitz has 



now published the text of this Mish- 
nah, together with two commentaries, 
En Yosef and Yad Yoscf, in which he 
displays fine scholarship and a thor- 
ough mastery of this entire subject. 
As an appendix^ and for the benefit of 
those who cannot understand the He- 
brew, he has added a chapter in Yid- 
dish, describing in detail the buildings, 
the courts, gates and halls of the holy 
Temple. The book will be welcomed by 
all who are interested in the history 
and architectural structure of the 
building that was the center of Israel's 
spiritual life for so many centuries. 
* * * 

Tragedy of the Ages — Anti-Sem- 
itism, the Root, Cause and Cure, by 
Max Hunterberg. With an Introduc- 
tion by Henry Smith Leifer, Associa- 
tion Press, N. Y. 

AS Mr. Leifer, the Executive Sec- 
retary of the Universal Christian 
Council, says in his well-written intro- 
duction : "Active anti-Semitism was 
present even in the days before the 
war ; but its advocates were beneath 
contempt . . . But, unfortunately, those 
who know what is going on, as a re- 
sult of the strains and stresses set up 
by the World War and the subsequent 
depression, realize that such a book is 
a timely one just now." 

From the titles of the chapters that 
mak"e up this book, one can get a fair 
idea of the method and manner the 
author has adopted in treating this 
vital subject: "Origin of Christian 
Anti-Semitism," "Representative Jew- 
ish Views of Jesus," "Misinterpreta- 
tion of Judaism and the Talmud," 
"Opinions of Great Men About the 
Jews," "Hitlerism Rooted in Religious 
Prejudice," "The Aryan Race Myth," 
"Hitler's Deadly Propaganda," "The 
Crime of Silence," "Non - Jewish 
Views of Anti-Semitism." 

Mr. Hunterberg lays too much stress 
upon the religious roots of anti-Sem- 
itism, ignoring the more intricate eco- 
nomic causes that underlie the entire 
problem. It is good, however, to 
(Continued on page 23) 
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AN OLD, OLD FACE 

By MILTON J. GOELL 



HE years have writ their story 
on her face, 

And in those wrinkles one may 
read a life, 
[n those old smiling eyes, reflecting 
four 

Score years of thinking, doing, seeing, 
and 

Already looking to that silent shore 
Which fades into the reaches of eter- 
nity — 

In those tired eyes I read an old, old 
tale — 

The tale of man, since when the first 

man looked 
Into his heart and knew that he was 

born 

For tears and laughter. Here, inscribed 
upon 

The parchment of a skin, are love and 
fear 

And passion, hate and hope, the 

bounding joy. 
The heart-devouring grief, the beauty 

and 

The canker of it all ; the heaving vast 
Titanic struggle of the soul against 
The soul, the groping upward towards 
the light, 

The climbing, pressing, writhing af- 
ter truth, 

The reaching for the things we cannot 
touch, 

All, all, all, all — the sad heart-rending 
tale 

Twinkling with glimmerings of eternal 

light- 
All writ upon the remnants of a face. 
Once those dim kindly eyes were lit 

with bright 
Expectancy — the future all a thing 
Of pulsing hope, an Eldorado paved 
With golden dreams. Then those old 

arms held fast 
A sweet, dear dream, more sweet, 

more live than life, 
Clung to a lover's neck, and that grey 

cheek 

Was brightened with warm kisses. 
Joyously 

The years slipped by, and on that 

seared old breast 
Slept little children, beating on the 

heart 

Which beat for them — and all the 

world was like 
A garden bearing lovely fruit. And 

then 

More years slipped by, and that 
smooth skin no more 



Was smooth. Lo, grief took up its 

lodging in 
Those eyes. Life gave and took, was 

kind and cruel, 
One moment raised, the next cast 

down, 

All bitter-sweet, like to a twisted 
smile : 

And that old form looked down into 
a grave, 

And there beheld the life which she 

had borne 
With pain and fed with passion ; and 

then came home, 
And vainly listened for a voice which 

she 

Would hear no more. 



And so the bridge of life is crossed, 
which leads 

From eternity to dim eternity. 

And that old face now lights with 
wistful dreams 

Of old, old days, with beating mem- 
ories 

Of faces one by one engulfed beneath 
The waves of time; and bravely 

looks upon 
The shore to come, yet clings to that 

sweet shore 
Whence it must soon embark. Lo, 

here the corn 
Of life is ripe, and trembles in the 

wind, 

And waits the reaper's stroke. 



SEER, GO FLEE! " 

By CHAIM NACHMAN BIALIK 
(Translated by Mordeca! H. Lewittes) 



GO flee — But shepherds do not 
flee! 

Determined tread I've been taught by 
my herd, 

My tongue hath not learned timidity, 
Like a heavy axe — so falleth my word. 

If my strength has been vain, you bear 
the disgrace ; 

My words could not pierce ears deaf- 
ened by sin ; 

No anvil was found beneath my mace, 

And my axe cleft wood that rotted 
within. 

No matter! Naught better of fate I'll 
require, 

I'll make my tools to my girdle fast, 



And like a hireling without his hire 
Slowly return as I came in the past. 

To my home and its vales I'll wend my 
way, 

And a covenant make with the green 
sycamore ; 

And you — like all rottenness and de- 
cay — 

On the wings of the storm will de- 
sertward soar ! 

*Amos 7, 12. — The high priest warns 
Amos, prophet, shepherd and syca- 
more-tender, that he must flee because 
he has accused the priesthood of cor- 
ruption. 



THE CANDLE AND THE STAR 

By RABBI HARRY WEISS 



COMPANIONS in one service, 
The candle and the star, 
Give forth their separate radiance, 
One near, the other far. 

One has the world for background, 
The other a table spread 



With Sabbath glow of silver, 
( )nce precious to the dead. 

Mayhap the star is lesser, 
Than such a candle's light, ., 
For dear ones gathered round it 
On many a festive night. 
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WHY LAZARE CEASED CHAMPIONING 
DREYFUS' INNOCENCE 

His Brother and French Biographers Forward An Explanation to the "Review" 



By MARK SOUTERMAN 



THE first article on Bernard Laz- 
are was already in print, when 
the editor of the Review sug- 
gested that I clarify the reasons which 
determined Bernard Lazare to with- 
draw himself from the fight to free 
Dreyfus after initiating the movement 
to exonerate him. Neither this point, 
nor Lazare's scathing criticism of the 
Jewish bourgeoisie could be explained 
from the available material. To en- 
lighten himself the writer consulted 
M. Andre Fontainas, the author of an 
authoritative and interesting study of 
Bernard Lazare in the new edition of 
Lazare's work on anti-Semitism, pub- 
lished by Cres, 2 vol. Paris 1934. M. 
Fontainas was kind enough to reply in 
the following letter : 

. . . "The intimate reasons which 
seemingly made Bernard Lazare retire 
from the Dreyfus case are by no 
means mysterious. The Dreyfus case 
is the most tragic episode of the fight 
waged against the Jews. When Lazare 
intervened and assumed the direction 
of the case, his adversaries claimed 
that this was not surprising : a Jew de- 
fending a Jew. It proved that the cause 
could not find any other defenders but- 
Jews. Then Lazare withdrew. But 
knowing thoroughly the secrets and 
the files in the case, which had 
been handed over to him by Captain 
Dreyfus' brother, he in reality did di- 
rect everything, though inconspicuous- 
ly. He informed Dreyfus' new defend- 
ers, supplied them with facts, spurred 
them on, and advised them. He re- 
mained the mainspring of the defense. 
The final triumph of Dreyfus' parti- 
sans (or of those who held in abhor- 
rence the war waged against the Jews) 
is entirely due to his perseverance, to 
his admirable abnegation. 

"His passionate criticism of the Jew- 
ish bourgeoisie was motivated first by 
his profound revolutionary sentiments 
and by the disgust he felt in seeing the 
Jewish bourgeoisie fail to side with 
Dreyfus, and to steal away cowardly 
in the grave hours of danger. 

"He could not do that, he, who at 
that moment was making a name in 
literature, who had the courage to 
make sacrifices for what he considered 



his duty. He lived in poverty and re- 
nunciation, thinking only of the jus- 
tice due to others as well as to his 
race, from whom, until then he had 
been quite removed. The Jews were 
in his eyes good or bad men, like all 
others, neither to be more preferred 
nor to be more shunned. It was the 
prejudice directed against them which 
led him to consider himself a Jew, to 
declare himself a Jew, to devote him- 
self exclusively to their defense with- 
out disregarding, alas, the wrongs and 
cowardice of which a certain class 
among them were guilty. 

"That is all I know." 

M. Fontainas also referred me to the 
brother of Bernard Lazare, Edmond 
Bernard. (The civil name of Bernard 
Lazare was Lazare Marius Bernard). 
M. Bernard writes as follows: 

"I don't think that Mathieu Dreyfus 
had ever asked Lazare to withdraw 
himself from the case. Lazare would 
not have consented to do this, because 
to his mind the case merged with the 
defense of right and justice, and went 
beyond even the personality of Alfred 
Dreyfus. What had undoubtedly hap- 
pened, although I have no recollection 
of this, is that Mathieu Dreyfus might 
have suggested Lazare's retirement be- 
cause Lazare never wanted to hear of 
a Dreyfus pardon. As Peguy states, 
Lazare said that an innocent man could 
not be pardoned, and that Dreyfus had 
to be acquitted even if it was neces- 
sary for him to appear before fifty 
courts of law. 

"Lazare never withdrew himself 
from the case. The Dreyfusists, as 
Peguy calls them, estranged themselves 
from him. They did not pardon him 
for having been the forerunner, the 
unmanageable defender of justice and 
truth, the witness of their failures, of 
their cowardice. The fear of a man 
whom nothing could stop when it was 
a matter of defending liberty and jus- 
tice, had closed before him the doors 
of the publishers' offices and of the 
editors of newspapers. Besides this, at 
that time he began to feel the attacks 



of the terrible and painful malady 
which carried him away in a few 
months and which he had undoubtedly 
contracted in the countries of Central 
Europe and of the Orient through 
which he travelled in order to study 
more intimately the terrible misery of 
the poor Jews there. 

"As to his feelings towards the Jew- 
ish bourgeoisie, they may be explained 
exclusively by the contempt which he 
had for most of the members of this 
group, cowardly and voluntarily for- 
getful of their origin, indifferent to 
justice, full of snobbishness, and so 
eager to have people forget that they 
were Jews. He stigmatized them in his 
writings and in the Fumier de Job. 

"I have regretted more than anyone 
that I have not collected, as you de- 
sire it, in one work all the writings of 
Lazare — his articles, letters, lectures 
and manuscripts. It would have been 
necessary to find a publisher who never 
presented himself, or, for want of a 
publisher, to assume the cost of publi- 
cation." 

Monsieur Bernard states in his letter 
that he is in possession of a large num- 
ber of Lazare's manuscripts, which 
remain unpublished because of lack of 
funds. 

Finally Monsieur Baruch Hagani 
was also consulted. Monsieur Hagani 
is the author of a distinguished bio- 
graphy of Theodor Herd and of an 
illuminating study of the Jews in the 
French Revolution, L J Emancipation 
juive. Monsieur Hagani refers to his 
study of Bernard Lazare (1865-1903), 
Paris, 1919, particularly to pages 28- 

"... Yet, the opposition that he 
met from his colleagues and his fellow 
citizens was nothing compared with 
that from his coreligionists. In order 
to enlighten yourself on this painful 
and humiliating point, you should read 
the fine Histoire de 1' Affaire Dreyfus 
by Joseph Reinach, and especially read 
over again the admirable pages which 
Ch. Peguy dedicates to Bernard Laz- 
( Continued on page 22) 
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JEWISH EVENTS REVIEWED 



THE sensational and extreme anti- 
Semitic policies pursued by the 
governments of Germany and 
Poland in the past few years have 
tended to obscure the fact that Ru- 
mania has also long been noted for its 
ill-treatment of its Jewish population. 
Recent developments in Rumania in- 
dicate that it mav be only by a mir- 
acle that the plight of the 1,000,000 
Jews in that land will not soon become 
as pitiful and degraded as that of their 
brethren in Germany and Poland. 

The Rumanian government is now 
in the hands of the National Christian 
Party, whose leader is Premier Octa- 
vian Goga. Although this party re- 
ceived only 9% of the vote in the re- 
cent national election and is in general 
bitterly opposed by the green-shirt 
Iron Guards, which represents 21% 
of the electoral vote, both parties are 
strongly fascistic and anti-Semitic, 
and have agreed on a program of in- 
tensive anti-Jewish measures. Because 
of intimidation and violence the Ru- 
manian Jews were unable to elect a 
single deputy to Parliament in the past 
election. 

Measures already or about to be 
adopted by the Rumanian government 
threaten to extinguish Jewish partici- 
pation in economic life. The principle 
adopted by the government is that 
Jews must everywhere be displaced in 
favor of full-blooded Rumanians. The 
licenses of Jewish inn-keepers and li- 
quor dealers have been revoked, and 
the liquidation of their businesses has 
been required. Jewish doctors have 
been forbidden to serve on health in- 
surance boards, and demand has been 
made by the Association of Hospital 
Internes that Jewish doctors be ex- 
cluded from governmental employ- 
ment and from practicing in Christian 
hospitals, and that a numerus claiisns 
be instituted in universities. Jews have 
been forbidden to act in state-sub- 
sidized theatres or to deal in various 
commodities, including salt and gaso- 
line. A number of newspapers pub- 
lished by Jews in some provinces have 
been suppressed. Jewish journalists 
have been deprived of railway permits. 
Some decrees will prohibit Jews from 
owning land, expropriate the present 
Jewish owners, and deprive all Jews 
who were naturalized after 1920 of 
their nationality. In the future at least 



By LESTER LYONS 



90% of the employees in industrial en- 
terprises must be Rumanian. Jewish 
employees of the Rumanian Broadcast- 
ing Company have been dsmissed, and 
Jewish firms have been barred from 
advertising over the radio. A decree 
has been issued which forbids a Jew 
to employ a non-Jewish servant under 
the age of 40 for the declared rea- 
son "that it has been established in 
many cases that Jewish employers en- 
gage young" Rumanian g"irl servants 
with the intention of using them in 
the white slave traffic." 

Premier Goga has said that Ru- 
manian industry would "be reorgan- 
ized on lines similar to those of fasc- 
ist states." and that he intended "to 
clear out" all Jews in Rumania. 

The Iron Guard, ordered by its lead- 
er Zdrelea Codreanu "to fight the en- 
tire Jewish economic force," has or- 
ganized a "trade battalion" to drive 
Jews out oi business. For that pur- 
pose it has formed a chain of coop- 
erative general stores which compete 
with Jewish-owned enterprises by sell- 
ing goods at cost prices. 

The acts of the Rumanian govern- 
ment against the Jews are in flat vio- 
lation of its obligations under the 
treaty of Versailles (by which its ter- 
ritory and population were doubled), 
and its present Constitution, adopted 
in 1923, which guarantee protection 
to the civil and political inter- 
ests of minority groups. In view of 
this, the British and French govern- 
ments have called the attention of the 
Rumanian government "in the friend- 
liest manner" to their interest in the 
observance of the treaty. Since greater 
pressure by France and Great Britain 
may drive Rumania to ally itself with 
Germany and Italy, it is doubtful 
whether an}- effective steps will be tak- 
en by them to insure Rumania's ob- 
servance of its obligations toward the 
Jews and other minority groups. 
* * * 

The British Government has issued 
a White Paper expressing a new po- 
licy toward Palestine which may even- 
tually result in the scrapping of the 
plan for the partition of Palestine. 
Contemplating that "for some time to 
come any action taken will be only of 
an exploratory nature," the paper 



holds out the dreary and disturbing 
prospect of perhaps endless delay in 
the solution of the political problems 
of Palestine. 

The paper disclaims that the govern- 
ment is committed to the parti- 
tion plan previously proposed by the 
Peel Royal Commission and an- 
nounces that a "technical commission" 
will be appointed to "ascertain facts 
and consider in detail the practical 
possibilities of the scheme of parti- 
tion." The new commission will have 
"full liberty to suggest modification" 
of the Peel plan "including variation 
of the areas recommended for reten- 
tion under British mandate," and dif- 
ferent "boundaries for the proposed 
Arab and Jewish areas." Numerous 
detailed questions bearing on all as- 
pects of the partition plan are assigned 
to the new body for study. If its in- 
vestigation will result in a scheme of 
partition "regarded as equitable and 
practicable" by the British government 
it will be referred to the Council of 
the League of Nations. 

The White Paper has been severely 
criticized on all sides. Its chief ef- 
fect is to continue the political uncer- 
tainty which has been injuring econo- 
mic activity in Palestine and reduc- 
ing that country's capacity to absorb 
more immigrants. 

* * * 

The situation of from 800 to 1000 
Jewish immigrants, as well as that of 
other immigrants, in Brazil is being 
eased by the temporary suspension of 
an order for their deportation to 
Europe. As a result of growing Fasc- 
ist activity in Brazil, investigation dis- 
closed that these immigrants, many of 
whom had resided and carried on busi- 
ness in that country for several years, 
were illegally there. Many of them 
were refugees from Germany and had 
stayed beyond the period allowed by 
their visas. The reasons for the sus- 
pension of the expulsion order are said 
to he consideration for their plight and 
a desire on the part of the government 
to manifest to the world, and parti- 
cularly to the United States, that al- 
though Brazil is now a corporative 
state it is not actuated by any Nazi 
or Fascist ideology. It is expected that 
a new immigration law will be en- 
(Continued on next page) 
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acted which will give special consider- 
ation to those immigrants affected by 
the order. 

This action by the government is 
particularly appropriate at this time in 
view of the increasing extension of 
Nazi activities in Brazil. During the 
past three years the number of Ger- 
mans there has increased from 600,000 
to 850,000. Most of them are under the 
control of the German government. 

* * * 

In celebration of the 50th anniver- 
sary of the Yeshiva and the Yeshiva 
College, 1000 delegates of Jewish com- 
munities attended a convention here 
held under the auspices of that institu- 
tion. Governor Frank Murphy, of 
Michigan, warned the gathering that 
anti-Semitic forces were planning to 
establish special Jewish cities or 
ghettos in this country and to oust 
Jews from schools and government 
positions. He asked Jew and Christian 
to unite in safeguarding democracy, 
stating that the fulfillment of demo- 
cracy was their common goal. Alben 
W. Barkley, majority leader in the 
United States Senate, lauded the Jews 
as "the racial gulf stream to warm the 
shores of all humanity from Moses to 
our present day," and urged that the 
people of this country be alert to pre- 
vent the growing of conditions which 
contributed to the loss of religious and 
political equality in other countries. 

* * * 

The Mexican Congress has adopted 
a bill which will seriously affect the 
status of Jews in Mexico and restrict 
their activities there. While the bill 
is directed against aliens generally it is 
expected that the Jews will be the chief 
ones to suffer from its consequences. 
The bill provides, among other things, 
that during their first 5 years' resid- 
ence in the country aliens must live in 
special places assigned by the govern- 
ment and engage only in occupations 
allowed by the government; that all 
enterprises must employ at least 90% 
native Mexicans ; that no new business 
licenses are to be issued to aliens ; and 
that aliens who have not invested 20,- 
000 pesos in enterprises within a year 
after their entry into the country are 
to be deported and their possessions 

confiscated for workers' cooperatives. 

* * * 

The Japanese authorities in Harbin, 
China, have arrested a number of Jews 
on suspicion of sympathizing with the 
Soviet government. The authorities 
also demanded that some Jews sign 



oaths against the Soviet government 
which would have jeopardized rela- 
tives residing in Russia. 

A Jewish Brides' Cooperative has 
been organized in Lithuania for the 
purpose of providing dowries for 
needy Jewish brides in that country. 
A member who is about to get married 
is given a dowry from a fund created 
by assessing each member 34 cents. 
Several thousand women are members 
of the cooperative. The organization 
has aroused such favorable interest 
that non-Jewish women in the country 
are planning a similar body. 

Appointment of Jews to two import- 
ant academe posts in England has re- 
cently been announced. Arthur Leh- 
man Goodhart, a nephew of Governor 
Lehman, was elected Chairman of the 
law faculty of Oxford University. 
Born in this country, he is the first 
foreigner to occupy such a position, 
which is equivalent to dean in the 
United States. The other appointment 
is of Dr. Hirsch Lauterpacht to the 
professorship of International Law at 
Cambridge University. Dr. Lauter- 
pacht is a refugee from Germany. 

* * * 

The importance of Hebrew and Yid- 
dish in modern life is being illustrated 
by a requirement imposed in the 
French government service. Persons in 
that country studying for the diploma- 
tic service will have to include those 
languages in their curriculum. 

* * * 

It is heartening to note that here and 
there in Europe observance by Jews 
of the tenets of their religion is re- 
ceived sympathetically by the authori- 
ties. Out of regard for the religious 
sensibilities of a pious Jew who is a 
station-master in a town in Czecho- 
slovakia, railway and governmental of- 
ficials have adjusted the operation of 
the railway there to his piety. The sta- 
tion run by this Jew will be closed, 
and no trains will stop there, on Sat- 
urday. 

* * * * 

fn Dublin, the Irish Christian Pro- 
tection Association, a secret organiza- 
tion, recently embarked on a vicious 
boycott campaign against the Jews. 
This organization, however, has been 
severely condemned by the Dublin 
branch of Fianna Fail, the government 
party, which has demanded its imme- 
diate suppression. In a resolution 
branding the association illegal the 



party stated : "The people of Dublin 
have always been the most tolerant 
people and we call upon them to ig- 
nore the scurrilous propaganda direct- 
ed against the Jewish people in our 
midst." The activities of the associa- 
tion are already being investigated by 
the police authorities. 

The economic restrictions and pro- 
hibitions imposed by the German gov- 
ernment against the Jews have been 
steadily growing worse since the re- 
signation of Dr. Hjalmar Schacht as 
Minister of Economics. While he was 
in office, Dr. Schacht espoused a po- 
licy of the development of foreign 
commerce with a minimum interfer- 
ence by the government, and according- 
ly, he continually opposed drastic mea- 
sures against the Jews calculated to 
disturb the economic situation. 

Lately, the government has inten- 
sified its drive to "Aryanize" Jewish 
firms and curtail Jewish commercial 
activities. Many Jewish butchers in 
Berlin and Frankfort have been ar- 
rested on charges of violating a 1933 
decree which forbids kosher slaughter- 
ing in Germany. Jewish physicians 
have been excluded from serving on 
social insurance boards. A decree has 
been issued which will prevent Jew- 
ish clothing firms from being estab- 
lished in Berlin. An impending mea- 
sure will bar Jewish-owned stores 
from first class streets. Another will 
prohibit German Jews from traveling 
abroad except in the most urgent cases 
and unless those trips benefit German 
business. 

Because these measures threaten to 
annihilate Jewish business activity and 
make the Jewish population public 
charges, the Council of Reich Repre- 
sentations of Jews in Germany, which 
speaks for the Jewish organizations in 
that country, has made an urgent ap- 
peal to the government against the con- 
tinuance of its curbs on Jewish econo- 
mic life. 

* * * 

The Polish government has present- 
ed to the Assembly of the League of 
Nations a plan in furtherance of its 
avowed policy of wholesale evacuation 
of its Jewish population. The proposal 
calls for the establishing of an interna- 
tional agency to finance the cost of 
moving 100,000 Jews from Eastern 
and Central Europe to South America. 
Adam Rose, the Polish delegate, said 
that the cost would be from three to 
five hundred million Swiss pesos. 
(Continued on page 18) 
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BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER ACTIVITIES 



JOHN HAYNES HOLMES ON "JEWS 
AND CHRISTIANS — THEIR COM- 
MON STAKE IN A TROUBLED 
WORLD" 

At the forum on Monday evening, 
January 24th, we shall be privileged 
to listen to an address by the famous 
liberal preacher and orator, Rev. John 
Haynes Holmes of -the Community 
Church. The lecture will begin prompt- 
ly at 8 :30. 

Dr. Holmes will speak on the most 
interesting subject, "Jews and Chris- 
tians — Their Common Stake in a 
Troubled World." This will be the 
annual visit the famous liberal preach- 
er is making at our Forum. 

We want to advise all our members 
to please come early. Admission will 
be free to members of the Center. A 
nominal charge of 25c will be made to 
all others. 



AN EVENING OF HUMOR, SONG 
AND MUSIC 

On Sunday evening, January 30th, 
at 8:30 sharp, the second Yiddish 
evening of this season will be devoted 
to Humor, Song and Music, in honor 
of the fiftieth birthday of the well- 
known humorist, Chaim Gutman (Der 
Lebediger) who is one of the outstand- 
ing Yiddish writers in the country. 

Dr. A. Asen, our regular chairman, 
will introduce the chairman of the 
evening, the noted literary and drama- 
tic critic, Dr. A. Mukdoni. "Der Le- 
bediger" will be honored by the fol- 
lowing guests who will participate in 
the program : the lyric poet, Abraham 
Reisen, Mr. Jacob Fishman, editor of 
the Jewish Morning Journal, Dr. L. 
Fogelman, president of the J. L. Pe- 
retz Verein, Dr. S. Simon, Mr. Jacob 
Krepliak, representing the Yiddish 
Pen Club of America, and the well- 
known poet Mani Leib. The famous 
Jewish actors Mark Schweid and 
Jacob Bergrin will read from the hum- 
orous writings of "Der Lebediger." 
The musical program will include Mr. 
Isador Savitt, accompanied on the pia- 
no by his daughter, Lola Savitt. His 
program will consist of popular oper- 
atic numbers and Yiddish Folk songs. 
Also the talented 'cellist Dorothy Sie- 
gel accompanied by Esther Elkins. 

Admission will be free to members 
of the Center as well as non-membres. 



GOLDIE MEYERSON AT OUR FRIDAY 
NIGHT SERVICES, FEB. 4th 




G oldie Meyer son 

At our late Friday evening services 
on February 4th, the speaker will be 
Goldie Meyerson, one of the outstand- 
ing personalities in Palestine life to- 
day. Mrs. Meyerson has just com- 
pleted a tour of the United States and 
Canada in behalf of the Histadruth in- 
terests that are helping to build the 
Tel Aviv Port and otherwise to make 
the Mediterranean Sea an adjunct of 
Palestine. 

Goldie Meyerson's early years were 
spent in Milwaukee. While serving as 
librarian in that city, she was sudden- 
ly impelled to "pull up stakes" and 
settle in Eretz Israel. Her vivid per- 
sonality and her clear-thinking gifts 
of oratory in English, Yiddish and 
Hebrew, soon made her a vital factor 
in the councils of the Federation of 
Labor in Palestine, which contains 
more than a hundred and ten thou- 
sand members, an astonishing number 
for such a small country. When the 
British Royal Commission held its ses- 
sions in Jerusalem last year, one of the 
witnesses who made an extraordinarily 
fine impression was Mrs. Meyerson, 
who testified on the status of women's 
rights in Eretz Israel. 

Shortly after her talk at our Cen- 
ter, Mrs. Meyerson will return to 



Palestine, there to rejoin her husband, 
son and daughter. 

Mrs. Meyerson's topic on Friday 
night, February 4th, will deal with 
"Life in Palestine at the Present 
Time." 



RABBI LEVINTHAL TO PREACH ON 
INTERESTING THEME THIS 
FRIDAY NIGHT 

On January 21st, at our late ser- 
vices which will begin at 8:30 o'clock, 
Rabbi Levinthal will preach on the 
subject, "The First Commandment — 
The Essence of the Jew's Conception 
of God." The sermon will deal with 
an interpretation of the Jewish God- 
Belief that should be of vital concern 
to men and women who are interested 
in the modern problems of life. 

Rev. Kantor will lead in the congre- 
gational singing. Members and their 
families are cordially invited to at- 
tend. 



COURSE LECTURES 

The course lectures under the aus- 
pices of the W.P.A. Adult Education 
Project of the New York Board of 
Education are given on Tuesday and 
Wednesday evenings of the week. The 
class in Psychology of Personality 
Adjustment meets on Tuesday even- 
ings, and Mr. Kaplan's class in Con- 
temporary English literature meets on 
Wednesday evenings. 



NEW TERM IN AFTERNOON HE- 
BREW SCHOOL TO START FEB. 1st 

The new term in our afternoon He- 
brew School both in the five day a 
week and in the three day a week di- 
visions will begin on February 1st. 
Members who have children, sons and 
daughters, of school age who are not 
receiving Hebrew instruction, are 
urged to enroll these children at once 
as students in our school. Children of 
non-members as well as members are 
made welcome in the school. 

The parents are urged not to delay 
registration so that their children will 
have the full advantage of the term's 
work from the very beginning of Feb. 
1st. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Bogdonoff, Dr. M. M. 
Dentist Married 
Res. 275 Linden Blvd. 
Bus. 1 Nevins St. 
Proposed by Abraham Ginsburg 

Davis, Jerome 

Retail shoes Married 
Res. 370 New York Ave. 
Bus. 1480 Bedford Ave. 
Proposed by Dr. Joseph Horowitz 

Hinkis, Miss Anne 

Res. 186 Penn St. 
Kauffman, Mrs. May 

Res. 686 Eastern Parkway 

Proposed by Mrs. Chas. Fine 
Kolbert, Stanley 

Motion Pictures Married 

Res. 50 Kenmore PI. 

Bus. 16 Court St, 

Proposed by Samuel Strausberg 
Lieberman, A. Joseph 

Salesman Unmarried 

Res. 605 Montgomery St. 

Bus. Newark, N. J. 

Proposed by A. Lieberman 
Rosen bloom, Miss Rose 

Res. 1321 Union St. 

Proposed by Frances Greenstein 
and Barnett J. Greenstein 
Roslofsky, David 

Groceries Unmarried 

Res. 1519 Lincoln PI. 

Bus. 321 Albany Ave. 

Proposed by Samuel Inkeles 
Shipper, Isidor 

Feathers Married 

Res. 700 Crown St. 

Bus. 119 N. 11th St. 

Proposed by Max H. Levine 
Westerman, Howard 

Unmarried 

Res. 296 Crown St. 

Bus. Macy's - 34th St. 



CENTER LIBRARY 

The library of the Center is now 
circulating books of Jewish interest in 
Hebrew, English and Yiddish. Mem- 
bers of the Center and their friends 
who are interested in obtaining books 
for home reading are requested to 
please see our librarian Dr. Rabino- 
witz, who is at the library on Mon- 
days, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays from 3:30 P.M. to 9:30 
P.M. and on Sundays from 10:30 
A. M. to 3:30 P. M. 



NEXT MONTHLY PROGRAM MEET- 
INS OF SISTERHOOD ON MON. 
EVENING, FEB. 14th 

The women of the Sisterhood are 
asked to reserve the second Monday 
afternoon in every month for the pro- 
gram meeting of their organization. 
The next meeting will be held on Mon- 
day afternoon, February 14th, at 10:30 
o'clock. A fine literary program has 
been arranged. A book review dealing 
with Ludwig Lewisohn's recent pub- 
lished work will be given by Mrs. 
Louis N. Jaffe. Other numbers also 
are being arranged by the Cultural 
Committee of which Mrs. I. H. Lev- 
inthal is chairman. 

The newly elected officers of the 
Sisterhood were formally installed at 
a well attended meeting which took 
place on January 10th. Mrs. I. Wiener, 
secretary, presented the report of the 
activities in the past year, and Mrs. 
Emily Rosenstein delivered an address 
on Jewish life in Eastern Europe. 
Rabbi Levinthal formally installed the 
following officers : 

President Mrs. A. Witty 

1st Vice Pres Mrs. I. Lowenfeld 

2nd Vice Pres Mrs. M. Bernhardt 

3rd Vice Pres Mrs. Wm. I. Siegel 

Treasurer Mrs. Hyman Rachmil 

Secretary Mrs. I. Wiener 



SISTERHOOD BOARD MEETING 
JANUARY 27th 

The Board of Directors of the Sis- 
terhood will hold an important meet- 
ing on Thursday afternoon, January 
27th, at 1 :30 o'clock. All members of 
the Board are cordially invited to at- 
tend. 



SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of candles at 4:45 P. M. 
Friday evening services at 4:40. 
Sabbath morning services, Parsha 
Yisro, will commence at 8:45 o'clock. 

Class in Ein Yaakov under the lead- 
ership of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh at 3 :45 
P. M. 

Mincha services at 4:40. 



DAILY SERVICES 

Morning services at 7:00 and 8:00 
o'clock. 

Mincha services at 4:40 o'clock. 



The 50th 
Birthday 
Anniversary 



oi 



Rabbi ISRAEL H. 
LEVINTHAL 




Will Be Celebrated 
at the Center 

Sunday Evening 
February 13th 



Subscription — $5.00 Per Person 



Mail in Your Reservations Now! 
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TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CENTER: 

My attention has been called to the 
fact that despite the "No Tipping" 
signs displayed in the Bath Depart- 
ment, members persist in offering 
gratuities to our employees for ser- 
vices rendered. 

The Physical Training Committee is 
most eager to strictly enforce this rule 
in order that no preference shall be 
shown by our employees to members 
who persist in offering monetary re- 
wards to the detriment of other mem- 
bers who, in their desire to live up to 
the rules of the institution, fail to com- 
pensate employees for services ren- 
dered in line with their duties. 

I appeal to Center members to help 
us enforce the "No Tipping" rule in 
their own interests and in the best in- 
terests of the institution. 

DAVID B. KAMINSKY, 
Chairman Physical Training Com. 



E. P. ZIONIST DISTRICT ELECTS 
NEW OFFICERS 

At the meeting of the E. P. Zionist 
District No. 14 held at the Center on 
Monday evening, January 17th, the 
following officers were elected for the 
year 1938: Rabbi Israel H. Levinthal, 
Honorary President; Hon. William I. 
Siegel, President; Maurice Bernhardt, 
Joseph Goldberg, Albert J. Silberman 
and Morris Weinberg, Vice-Presi- 
dents Jacob A. Fortunoff, Treasurer; 
Frank Schaeffer, Corresponding Sec- 
retary, and Morris Bucholtz, Record- 
ing Secretary. 



YOUNG FOLKS LEAGUE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD MEETING JAN. 24th 

The Executive Board of the Young 
Folks League of the Center will meet 
on Monday evening, January 24th. 
Matters of importance will be dis- 
cussed. 



CLUB NEWS 

Extensive cultural plans were made 
by the various clubs for the coming 
season. The Junior League was ad- 
dressed on January 6th by Lester 
Lyons on Jewish Current Events. 
The Center Club included in its acti- 
vities a panel discusion on the Ludlow 
Referendum. Two excellent issues of 
the Center Club bulletin have already 
appeared this month. The Maccabees 
and Vivalets held joint meetings, one 
of which was devoted to a debate on 
the Japanese Boycott. 



CONGRATULATIONS 

Hearty congratulations and best 
wishes are extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Perman of 12 Crown Street 
upon the celebration of their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary at the Center 
on Sunday evening, January 16th. 

Mr. and Mrs. I. Ratner of 1599 
Carroll Street, upon the engagement 
of their daughter, Pearl to Mr. Louis 
Seldom son of Mr. and Mrs. M. Sel- 
dom of 1510 Carroll Street. 

Mr. Meyer Chizner of 1347 Eastern 
Parkway upon the marriage of his 
daughter, Jennie to Mr. Leon Rifkin, 
on January 16th. 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Amin of 1703 
Union St., upon the birth of a daugh- 
ter, Liebe, on January 13th. 



CENTER RESTAURANT 

The restaurant of the Center is 
open for members and their guests 
every Sunday from 12 noon to 5 P.M. 
Excellent full course dinners are 
served at $1.25 per person; also a la 
carte. Members of the Center are in- 
vited to have their Sunday meals in 
our Restaurant. 



The 

Center Players 

present 

"BILL OF 
DIVORCEMENT" 

Directed by Phil Gross 



Sunday Evening 
January 30th 



Dancing Will Follow the Production 

Admission — 50 Cents 




LUD WIG 
LEWISOHN 



Famous Writer and Literary Critic, 

Author of "Upstream," "Israel," 
"The Island Within," "Trumpet of 
Jubilee," etc. 

will speak on 

THE MORAL DILEMMA 

OF 

LIBERALISM 
MONDAY, JANUARY 3 1st 

at 8:15 P. M. 



The lecture will be held in the 
synagogue 

Reserved Seats Now on Sale 

Main Floor — 25c to Center Members 
50c to Non-Members 

Balcony — 25c to All 



18] 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



The Pride 
That Enobles 



"QRIDE is not always laud- 
able. But pride in the Brook- 
lyn Jewish Center is worthy, be- 
cause it is a beautiful institu- 
tion—beautiful physically and 
beautiful in its spiritual influ- 
ence. 

Communicate this pride to 
those who do not yet know the 
Center, so that we may add 
them to our membership. 



JEWISH EVENTS IN REVIEW 

(Continued from page 14) 
A number of important and inter- 
esting papers on historical subjects 
concerned with Jews and Jewish mat- 
ters were read at the 41st annual meet- 
ing in Philadelphia of the American 
Jewish Historical Society. The contri- 
butors included Dr. A. S. W. Rosen- 
bach, President of the Society and a 
noted bibliophile, who spoke on the 
Federal Constitution, Dr. David de 
Sola Pool, Rabbi of the Spanish and 
Portuguese Synagogue of this City, 
who dwelt on the life of Rabbi Ger- 
shom Mendes Seixas, and Miss Helen 
H. Levinthal, daughter of Rabbi Lev- 
inthal of the Brooklyn Jewish Center, 
who discussed the development and in- 
fluence of the Jewish fraternal order 
in this country. 

* * * 

Jewish immigration to Australia will 
be greatly restricted as a result of a 
new regulation issued by the govern- 
ment. The Jewish Welfare Society, 
which attends to Jewish immigrants, 
was informed by the Department of 
the Interior that in the future an im- 
migrant must have a certificate from 
a prospective employer guaranteeing 
that the job offered to him will not 
deprive a native Australian of work. 
This regulation supplements a previ- 
ous requirement that each immigrant 
must have $250 and a guarantee from 
the Society that he will not become 

a public charge. 

* * * 

In a current issue of Wisdom, a per- 
iodical published by the Paulist Fath- 
ers of New York, disavowal is made 



BASKETBALL GAME 

Wednesday Evening 
January 26th 



B. J. C. vs. OHRBACH'S 



Y.F.L. Invitation Dance Following 
the Game 

Admission — 50 Cents 



by a Catholic priest that Communism 
is a Jewish movement, and Catholics 
are besought to wipe out anti-Semit- 
ism. Declaring that the theories of 
Communism "have nothing in com- 
mon with Judaism," Dr. Joseph N. 
Moody, of the Faculty of Cathedral 
Collage, further declared: "What a 
splendid thing it would be if Catholics 
were to take the leadership in the era- 
dication of a vicious and anti-Christian 
racialism which daily assumes more 
alarming proportions." 
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THE WHITE PAPER 

(Continued from page 3) 

investment has been materially lessen- 
ed because of the uncertainty created 
by the Peel report and this tendency 
will almost unquestionably be contin- 
ued and perhaps accelerated by the 
new delay. Added to this is the violent 
and vile curtailment of immigration 
quotas. So also the interim will be 
utilized by the adherents of the Mufti 
to concoct fresh plots and new terrors 
in exercise of these plots. Worst of all 
perhaps, will be the fact that in the 
meanwhile the hot hates of Jewish ex- 
tremists will themselves muddy the 
stream of discussion among Jews con- 
cerning the merits or demerits of par- 
tition and Jewish statehood, and fur- 
ther evoke the already bitter enmity 
created by the Peel report. All in all, 
the prospect is not an inviting one. 

However, it behooves us to find com- 
fort where we may. Nor is this any 
Pollyana optimism. A realistic accept- 
ance of fact is, or certainly should be, 
the basis of Jewish activity with re- 
spect to the political aspects of Zion- 
ism We must realize that the prin- 
ciples of equality and justice, and the 
just obligation of the contract inher- 
ent in the Mandate, are not the only 
factors which will eventually crysta - 
lize Great Britain's technique in Pal- 
estine. Either out of the corner of its 
imperial eye or fully in the sight of 
all the world, Great Britain will con- 
sider Mussolini, the Mediterranean sit- 
uation, the Rome-Berlin axis, Pan- 
Arabic sentiment, and every other fac- 
tor in the international scene. Our 
strength lies in the fact that the events 
of the last few months have more and 
more tended to demonstrate that even 
with these international factors in op- 
eration, the real interests of the Bri- 
tish Empire lie with the Jews in Pales- 
tine as opposed to the facile gymnas- 
tics of a diplomacy which accommo- 
dates itself to the contortions of the 
moment. 

More and more, we believe, the Bri- 
tish people and even the seemingly 
myopic British Government are com- 
ing to realize the true anti-British na- 
ture of Arab purposes and the real re- 
lationship between Arab agitation and 
fascistic encouragement thereof. It 
does not seem possible that statesmen 
can forever ignore the patent fact that 
a loyal Jewish community in Palestine, 
whether it be a dominion, a colony, a 
mandated territory, or a state, will 



constitute for Great Britain a far 
greater source of strength in the Near 
East than it could ever hope to have 
among the quarrelsome, politically un- 
developed and primitive Arab peoples. 
Sooner or later — better sooner than 
late — the counsels of cowardice which 
in relation to the Arabs have formed 
the basis of the British policy must 
give way to a pragmatic realization of 
actual values. 

It is in this hope that the value of 
the White Paper to the Jewish peo- 
ple lies. That document now offers a 
locus penitentiae to a government 
which through thoughtless haste has 
gotten itself into an untenable posi- 
tion, condemned by all interested par- 
ties and by the disinterested opinion 
of the responsible liberal world. More 
accurate investigation, maturer consid- 
eration, more careful deliberation; all 
these should and quite probably will 
convince the British Government that 
the evidence of twenty years of pro- 
gress and loyal cooperation on the part 
of the Jews not only makes them de- 
serving in point of equity of British 
justice, but that even from a more 
calculating point of view, Great Bri- 
tain can combine self-interest with jus- 
tice and without fear of reproach. We 
may yet see an example of the power 
of liberal opinion and witness a shift 
in the British policy which will make 
the pains of the coming months worth 
while. 

— W. I. S. 
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HON. ORMSBY-GORE ANSWERS 
QUESTIONS 

{Continued -from page 8) 



the elements of which its population 
would be formed, it had by no means 
been shown that the Jewish State 
would be capable of governing itself 
at once, because of the considerable 
difficulties that it would have to sur- 
mount at the outset. 

It appeared from what the accredit- 
ed representative had said that the ex- 
isting mandatory regime was doomed ; 
but it was also clear that the solution 
proposed by the mandatory Power in 
place of the mandate could by no 
means be regarded with certainty as 
capable of being put into practical ef- 
fect. In that respect, matters were still 
purely hypothetical. Thus, the plan 
outlined by the mandatory Power 
could only leave an impression of per- 
plexity. 

In order to prevent misunderstand- 
ing, the Chairman said that the ob- 
servations he had made represented 
his own personal opinion. He had not 
spoken on behalf of the Commission, 
and he did not know what the views 
of his colleagues were. 

Mr. Ormsby-Gore said that certain- 
ty was not possible in connection with 
any great political change. It was the 
duty of statesmen, as distinct from ad- 
ministrators, to make changes in ad- 
ministrative systems, where desirable 
change was indicated. One could work 
only on probabilities and possibilities. 
He fully realized that with a document 
such as the mandate, there was some 
firm ground, and that the open, un- 
charted sea which he had ventured to 
suggest should be charted and ex- 
plored, could not, especially under pre- 
sent circumstances, be a terra firma 
like the mandate, if that could any 
longer be regarded as a terra firma. 

One word about the Chairman's 
doubts concerning the Jews. The Man- 
dates Commission had already heard 
some remarks about the Va'acl Leumi 
and the work of the Jewish Agency 
in Palestine. He thought Mr. Hall 
would bear him out that those bodies 
had shown remarkable administrative 
capacity. It might be that some of the 
Jewish refugees recently come from 
Eastern Europe had not had the op- 
portunities in their recent past for 
developing* the arts of government; 



but the Mandates Commission knew 
the Jews as well as he did. and it was 
to his mind inconceivable that the Jews 
should be incapable of running an ad- 
ministration or a government. They 
would have their internal frictions, 
their parties. They were tremendous 
people for making speeches and for 
engaging in propaganda and the like : 
but that, when they had a State to run 
which realized their dream of cen- 
turies, they would fail in running it, 
he had no reason to suppose. That they 
had men already in Palestine of great 
capacity he had no doubt. 

The Arab world was a difficult 
world. The Arabs were a difficult peo- 
ple. Both the Jews and the Arabs were 
two very difficult peoples for anybody 
else to govern. The Turks had not 
found them easy. They were not very 
easy for anybody, even of their own 
kind, to govern. That there would be 
no more difficulties, Mr. Ormsby-Gore 
did not, of course, pretend. That 
would be ultra-optimistic indeed ! All 
his Government said was that it had 
tried and done its best under the man- 
date, and what were the results? The 
Jews bitterly complained of the man- 
datory Power, in season and out of 
season, not merely in the previous year 
but in every year. Whatever the com- 
position of the United Kingdom Gov- 
ernment or of the Administration in 
Palestine, the record was one of un- 
ending complaint on the part of the 
Jews, while on the part of the Arabs 
it was a case of gradually but steadily 
increasing hostility from the very be- 
ginning, culminating in the events of 
the previous year. 

The idea that it would be open to 
the United Kingdom or any other 
Power to carry on the existing man- 
date was an idea in which he hoped 
the Mandates Commission would not 
take refuge. He said frankly, not 
speaking for himself but speaking on 
behalf of the United Kingdom Gov- 
ernment, that the prospects of carry- 
ing on indefinitely on the terms of the 
existing mandate seemed to His Ma- 
jesty's Government to be a commit- 
ment involving repression, involving 
continual friction and hostility be- 
tween each of the two races on the one 
hand and the Administration on the 



others as well as between the two races 
themselves, in a manner which could 
not inure to the advantage of any one 
of the three parties concerned — or, for 
that matter, to the credit of the man- 
date system or of the League itself. 

Mr. Ormsby-Gore was satisfied that 
a new solution — a political solution, as 
he had described it — of the problem of 
Palestine must be explored in the in- 
terests of the future peace of Palestine 
and, further, in the wider interest of 
the future relations between the Jews 
and the world of Islam, for the benefit 
of the suffering Jews in Europe as 
well as for the benefit of the peace of 
the world. It was in the light of these 
broad political considerations that he 
came before the Mandates Commis- 
sion, not as an administrator, but quite 
frankly as a politician, to say that, in 
his opinion, and ,in the opinion of 
His Majesty's Government in the 
United Kingdom, it was essential that 
a solution of what they regarded quite 
definitely as a deadlock should be ex- 
plored. 
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A BOOK ABOUT OFFSIDE JEWISH CHARACTERS 

(Continued from page 9) 



in spite of all efforts Jewish educa- 
tion is driven back to a perfunctory 
knowledge of Jewish religion and his- 
tory. In Palestine, where the Jewish 
school embraces all that a child needs 
for his education, a Hebrew literature 
for children is naturally growing. Nei- 
ther is it possible to assume that our 
modern Jewish masses can take to the 
heroic "highwayman, adventurer and 
rogue." Such characters are extremely 
alien to the Jewish masses. What really 
has caught the fancy of the Jewish 
masses is the tsadik, the righteous 
man, who by his saintliness can per- 
form miracles for the redemption of 
the oppressed. There is nothing to re- 
gret about a liking for such heroes. 

Nor can one see justice in the re- 
proach that Jewish historiographers 
unnecessarily beautify the history of 
the Jews. History is not an objective 
science and a Jewish historian cannot 
escape his feelngs, which may be right 
or wrong. We cannot say that idealiza- 
tion of history is specifically a Jewish 
trait. 

The history of the Jews is a peculiar 
one. The Jews do not control the life 
of the Jewish people, not all the phases 
of Jewish life are Jewish, and all the 
Jews whom history remembers do not 
belong to the history of the Jews. We 
are Jewish to the extent that we resist 
extinction and endeavor to live as 
Jews, We are able to express our Jew- 
ish individuality only in a very small 
part of our life: religious, communal, 
spiritual, ethical and perhaps psycholo- 
gical. Our economic, military, diplo- 
matic, political, legal, international and 
all other phases of the total life of a 
people are not Jewish, but that of the 
majorities which control it. These 
phases of life become Jewish only 
when the majorities exclude us from 
them legally or practically. Then they 
becomes part of our problem of exist- 
ence and Jewish history must deal with 
them. It sounds paradoxical that only 
through our woes do these activities 
become Jewish, but that is the pecu- 
liarity of the Jewish fate. The German 
diplomacy is no subject for the history 
of the Jews, but since every German 
diplomatic agent has become a Jew- 
baiter and inspirer of pogroms the 
German diplomacy has become part of 
the history of the Jews. 

The same can be said about the 
other phases of our life among the 



Gentile peoples, and about individual 
Jews. Those Jews belong to the his- 
tory of the Jewish people who live, 
act and struggle as Jews, who are the 
product of Jewish social and com- 
munal life, and who have impressed 
this life, for good or evil, so as to re- 
main in the memory of the future Jew- 
ish generations and add to the Jew- 
ish heritage. Men, Jewish by birth 
only, who are not products of Jewish 
life, whose lives and activities are de- 
dicated to other people, whose aims 
are not Jewish and not inspired by the 
Jewish heritage, have no place in the 
history of the Jews. They are as little 
Jewish as Washington and Lincoln are 
English and the Roosevelts Dutch. To 
include men of the kind Dr. Heymann 
describes so attractively only because 
they are partially or totally of Jewish 
descent means to make the history of 
the Jews a biographical dictionary. 

THE REASON FOR THE GOGA 

a statement. At a time when the 
United States Christians, both Catho- 
lic and Protestant, are working to- 
gether with Jews in such organizations 
as the "National Conference of Jews 
and Christians" toward better under- 
standing and cooperation, such a de- 
claration stands out in sinister delinea- 
tion. While the hands of the Christian 
church in America are by no means 
clean in respect to anti-Semitism, our 
recognized leaders have not as yet been 
guilty of any sinister denunciation of 
our Jewish brothers, and we pray that 
no one of them may ever bring that 
guilt upon the religion they represent. 

LAZARE AND DREYFUS 

are in Notre Jeunesse. 

"The politicians, the rabbis, the com- 
munities of Israel, during centuries 
and centuries of persecution and trials, 
had formed the habit only too strong- 
ly of sacrificing members of their own 
race for the sake of political peace, for 
the peace of kings, of the great, of 
the debtors, of the populace, of the 
princes, of the anti-Semites. They ask- 
ed only to be allowed to continue. 
They asked only to sacrifice Dreyfus 
in order to avert the storm . . . 

"Those who learn history from other 
sources than from polemics, those who 
try to follow history in realities, know 
that it was in Israel that the Dreyfus' 



Such a history will be incomprehen- 
sible and of no value for the under- 
standing of the dynamics of our fate, 
of our historical life, and for the for- 
mulation of a Jewish philosophy and 
policy. 

But if the characters which Dr. Hey- 
mann describes do not belong to the 
history of the 'Jews, they are inten- 
sively interesting. Dr. Heymann has 
attacked a virgin field and can certain- 
ly write many more volumes on these 
chips of the Jewish people. 

Dr. Heymann's book reads like a 
novel. It is a document of human fate 
and experience, a galaxy of odd, cap- 
tivating characters. They represent in- 
valuable material for drama, comedies, 
novels, scenarios. They linger in the 
mind long after the book has been 
closed, like mysterious phantoms of 
the fate of the Jews among the peo- 
ples of the world. If they do not be- 
long to the Jewish life and history, 
they are certainly part of the Jewish 
necropolis. 

REGIME (Continued from page 5) 

If we have our pro-Fascist, anti-Sem- 
itic groups in this country, such as 
those described in a recent series of 
articles in this journal, we have as yet 
sanity and decency enough to condemn 
them as composed of a lunatic fringe 
which, by its activities, has sacrificed 
the right to be called Christian. In no 
one of these groups is there a leader of 
prominence even remotely approaching 
that of the Roumanian patriarch, 
whose fantastic statement should de- 
prive him, among his fellow religion- 
ists throughout the world, of the right 
to the Christian name." 

(Continued from page 13) 
family, the rising Dreyfus case, the 
rising Dreyfusism, encountered at 
first the most lively resistance . . . 

"And later, when the Dreyfusard 
had triumphed, when they thought that 
they had triumphed, when they be- 
lieved that they did not need Bernard 
Lazare any longer, that he was too 
particular as to the choice of means, 
too scrupulous, unmanageable, unso- 
ciable, oh, Bernard Lazare! — the in- 
gratitude of which he was made a 
victim by his peers, by his companions 
in arms, cannot be matched or sur- 
passed except by the ingratitude of 
those of his race, of his religion, those 
Jews of France whose cause he pas- 
sionatelv took in hand." 
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THE DARKEST OF THIS ERA OF 
DARKNESS 

(Continued from page 4) 



libraries and study my books and 
search to see if I can find your God 
mentioned in any of them !" Yes, they 
had learning, but it was a learning 
that served as the tool of oppression, 
not as an instrument to dispell dark- 
ness. 

Look at Nazi Germany today. In 
those very universities that for four 
or five centuries prided themselves on 
the knowledge they produced you 
have professors of distinction espous- 
ing the darkness that plagues not only 
that land but so many others as well. 

Look at Poland, and again we see 
the darkness coming from the regions 
above. Even in Russia, in the days of 
the Czars, we saw darkness filling the 
minds of the low masses. In the re- 
gions above, among the intellectuals, 
you did see light. It was difficult for 
a Jew to enter a university, but once 
he did succeed in entering, his fellow 
students regarded him as an intellec- 
tual comrade. To what depths of de- 
gradation and darkness have we come 
when we behold the universities in 



Poland instituting "ghetto benches" 
for its Jewish students ! In those high- 
er regions, the realm of the intellect 
where light should reign, and from 
where the rays of intellectual sunshine 
should radiate throughout the land, we 
have this thick darkness enveloping 
the hearts and minds of those Shel 
Maaloh, — of those who live on those 
heights. 

Yes, the rabbi was correct in his 
analysis. If the darkness that fills the 
world today came only from the 
sources Shcl Maatoh, from the lower 
strata of society, then we could have 
some hope that humanity might yet be 
saved. Alas, the darkest aspect of this 
reign of darkness, that which should 
bring us the greatest concern, is that 
it comes from above, from the higher 
elements of society, from the so-called 
learned and intellectual, from those 
very elements that should be the dis- 
pensers of light. 



TRAGEDY OF THE AGES 

(Continued from page 10) 

point out the evils inherent in a policy 
of religious education which trains the 
Christian child to look upon the Jews 
as the slayers of Jesus. His appeal to 
Jewish and Christian leaders to grap- 
ple with the problem of anti-Semitism 
in a more intelligent and effective man- 
ner should not go unheeded. 

The book is dedicated to that great 
Christian liberal and opponent of all 
that breeds enmity between Christian 
and Jew, Rev. S. Parkes Cadman. The 
fact that such a book is published by 
the National Council of Y.M.C.A.'s 
Association Press is in itself a most 
encouraging sign of that finer feeling 
of brotherhood to which all of us look- 
forward, especially in this, our be- 
loved America. 

PATRIOTISM 

Placing the national interests of the 
Jews above the religious, two Zionist 
Revisionists in Lithuania became con- 
verted to Catholicism. Their imme- 
diate object was to be able to enter 
the Lithuanian navy. They hoped that 
the training they would get there 
would qualify them for future service 
in the Jewish Merchant Marine of 
Palestine. 
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Dr. Israel Herbert Levinthal — 
An Honored Name, A Useful Life 



A MOST eager and affectionate 
welcome awaits Dr. Levinthal 
on his fiftieth birthday which 
will be ushered in by a festival at the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center, sponsored by 
the entire membership. 

In a most grateful and respectful 
vein they will shower him with exub- 
erant adoration and honor. Everything 
that has breath in the Center will 
praise him — with word, with song, 
with dance. 

This dramatic representation of joy 
is an echo of a real, vibrant voice. It 
is the glowing flush on the cheek which 
bespeaks the warm, rich blood on the 
inside. It is the emotional response 
of the inward feelings of reverence 
and recognition to Jewish truth and 
learning organized in his personality. 
It is the answering heart speaking ap- 
provingly to the heart that first spoke. 
Indeed, it symbolizes more than mere- 
ly love and warmth for a leader. It be- 
tokens hunger for the quality of a hero 
who is playing a truly leading Jewish 
part in Jewish national, religious and 
cultural life. It is the sincere response 
of worshippers to the cry for the more 
abundant Jewish life. 

Those who know Dr. Levinthal, we 
are sure, will not suspect us of undue 
partiality towards him when we say 
that the reasons are manifold for such 
unfeigned and unexaggerated tributes 
of honor and reverence. The Center 
knows him well. Its members had every 
opportunity of observing his character, 
his qualities and his ability. They know 
how he thinks and lives, carries him- 
self and talks. He has been with them 
uninterruptedly for nineteen fruitful 
years, continually filling a larger and 
richer space in their lives and con- 
duct. 

Singularly pleasing in appearance 
and manners, he is an unassuming 
and ingenuous person. He has an ami- 
able disposition and charming, com- 
panionable qualities uniting dignity 



and meekness in attractive proportions. 
For nineteen friendly years he gave of 
his heart and mind to his congregants, 
sang to them of their hopes and emo- 
tions, touched their souls closely and 
kindled in them affection and venera- 
tion. He has enriched their minds and 
gladdened their lives, helped soften 
and dignify their struggle for human 
existence. 

There is an utter absence of pre- 
tension in this preacher ; no affected 
fervor ; no assumed enthusiasm or 
theatrical show. He makes no attempt 
to lubricate his way into the heart of 
his audience through professional 
"holy tone," pedantic niceness of lan- 
guage, ranting declarations or glit- 
tering rhetoric. There is an intense and 
impassioned earnestness about him. 
His calm, tranquil eye can flash fire. 
With penetrating" emphasis he tells 
"Jacob his transgression." He inveighs 
sharply against the religion that is ir- 
religious ; against the assumed piety of 
impiousness ; against the charlatanry 
of wealth or poverty. 

This man has achieved and retained 
unusual popularity as a preacher. Ever 
since 1919 thousands — of every rank 
and character — came week after week 
to his Saturday preaching and Friday 
evening lectures. Literally, his career 
in the Brooklyn Jewish Center since 
he first came to it has been one con- 
tinuous ovation — one of steadily in- 
creasing fame and favor. 

What accounts for his hold upon his 
audiences? What gives his sermons so 
great an interest? In what lies his 
magnetism? Apart from his natural 
gifts, what is the source of his pow- 
ers as a preacher ? 

The main source of his powers lies 
in his moral, intellectual and emotion- 
al enthusiasm for the cultural and spir- 
itual products of the Jewish national 
fiber and consciousness through the 
ages. 

We possess a unique and character- 
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ibtic individuality to which we have 
given expression in a literature of our 
own. This indigenous Jewish culture 
is to Dr. Levinthal the "glorious im- 
mortality of true greatness," the ever- 
living part of our nature enshrining 
our Truth for all time. It combines 
truth and beauty, giving Jews the 
highest quality and quantity of plea- 
sure and intellectual satisfaction. It 
contains specimens of all that is ex- 
cellent and furnishes a harmonious 
and practical system for Jewish life. 

Dr. Levinthal views our literature 
as absolutely necessary for our exist- 
ence as a people and the surest foun- 
dation upon which to build our future. 
The Jewish creative genius, he firmly 
believes, still lives and is capable of 
expressing itself anew. The main, and 
perhaps only, hope for the perpetua- 
tion of our Jewish productive genius 
lies in the utilization of our original 
cultural and spiritual creations. 

To preserve, develop and spread 
the 1 ewish genius he has consecrated 
every gift to him in perpetual aspira- 
tion and unceasing toil. 

The key to the characteristic quality 
of his preaching may be found in the 
favorite phrases of his which he con- 
stantly uses. There is still a deeper 
truth; a hidden meaning in the text. 
Like all Jewish authorities he is not 
satisfied with the mere understanding 
of the words. He insists on Drash — 
on the explanation of the inner sense 
of the words. The Bible has a double 
sense ; an inner and an outer sense. 
The inner sense embodies the highest 
form of truth. 

Maimonides says : 

"Their (the Biblical passages) outer 
meaning is suggestive of wisdom, use- 
ful in many directions . . . Their in- 
ner meaning, however, contains wis- 
dom leading to the pro roundest reli- 
gious beliefs in their very essence." 

Thus he constantly searches for the 
inner sense like the physician who 
looks for the inner or real life in the 
heart. 

Dr. Levinthal has incorrectly been 
termed by some a Darshan. He is not 
interested merely to expound scrip- 
(Continncd on next page) 
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tural passages didactically or homileti- 
cally, to explain obscure texts, to 
spring surprises, to exhibit bis learning 
to the wonder of others, to gratify a 
taste for beauty and style. He regards 
such endeavors as preaching in the 
wilderness, condemns it as pseudo- 
spirituality, lie seeks to spread, in the 
light of the Hebraism of the prophets, 
the continuity and development of the 
national Hebrew spirit, and the Judaism 
of the Rabbis. His aim is to communi- 
cate the Jewish treasury of moral 
beauty and grandeur in order to re- 
alize in life the Hebrew ideal of char- 
acter and conduct. 

Dr. Levinthal is not an exegete of 
the outer meaning of the Bible. He is 
an exegete of the inner meaning of 
Jewish life. He seeks to reach the 
deeper truth in order to develop the 
profounder being. His preaching em- 
bodies two parallel currents of acti- 
vity : 

1. The discovery of the hidden 
meaning of Hebrew lore, thereby un- 
covering the historic life of the Jew- 
ish people of old. 

2. The sound development and ad- 
vancement of the historical evolution 
of the inner life of the Jew in our age 
and time. 

To reach the deeper truth, the pro- 
founder being, to see the unseen, to 
bring truth nearer to reality, a suitable 
medium of expression is necessary. 
Abstract ideas, abstract vocabularies 
are inadequate. Symbols, verbal images 
are required. Thoughts and emotions 
must be described in pictures. Hence, 
like the prophets and poets he employs 
similes, analogies, parables, fables and 
legends. 

"Son of man, put forth a simile and 
speak 'a parable." (Ezra 17:2.) 

"I have spoken in similes by the 
prophets." (Hosea 12-10). 

His fine mastery of the Haggadah, 
Talmudic, Midrashic, Rabbinic litera- 
ture supplies him with abundant ma- 
terials of this nature. In them he finds 
his satisfaction and inspiration and 
through them he speaks his own 
thoughts and feelings. Artist and arti- 
san that he is, he collects them and 
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with creative power interprets them — 
and in interpreting them interprets the 
modern world. With an artist's sen- 
sibilities to spiritual realities, with a 
poetical, intuitive mind, with an ex- 
quisite touch and felicitous selection of 
illustration, he produces scenes and 
pictures accordant with and satisfying 
to contemporary thought and culture. 

This method of preaching he pursues 
not only in his pulpit but everywhere 
else. The unwearied and inventive en- 
ergy and love for Hebrew culture arc 
always present with him. He brings 
the hues and the odors of the Midrash 
into the dry business of life, into the 
commonplace, matter-of-fact things, 
making the moral and religious ele- 
ment as strongly marked there as in 
the Sabbath preaching. 

What arc his specific contributions? 
His life is a line interpretation of the 
sayings of the Jewish Fathers: "Turn 
it, and turn it again, for the all is 
therein and thy all is therein." 

lie has given fresh proof of the im- 
portance of understanding the admoni- 
tion of Solomon that the object of his 
book was "To understand a simile 
and figurative speech, the words of 
the wise and their dark sayings." 

He has shown that there is a help- 
ful, harmonic relation between the old 
Jewish learning and modern culture. 
He has animated neglected truths with 
new vigor; impregnated current ideas 
with a mellowed Jewish heritage. Like 
a diver, he has recovered priceless 
treasures that were hidden in the deep, 
forgotten Jewish names and ideas and 
brought them upon the modern stage 
and refurbished them with a new lus- 
ter. 

He has supplied the library of ser- 
monic literature with two volumes, 
upon which, among many others, Dr. 
Cyrus Adler, Dr. Bernard Revel, Dr. 
Judah L. A I agues and a score of news- 
paper critics have pronounced un- 
usually high encomiums. A sentence 
from an appreciate study of Dr. Lev- 
inthal's works by Dr. Walter C. Whit- 
haker is happily descriptive: "Scarcely 
a page is without a quotation from the 
Talmud or Midrash ... if this volume 
is a sample of what rabbis can pro- 
duce, we shall want many more vol- 
umes of Jewish sermons." Pleasant 
and readable, they are written in a 
simple, natural style and will be among 
those that will survive despite the very 
high mortality of sernionic books. 

Unlike other preachers he does not 
borrow to enrich or adorn his theme ; 
all he says or does is in an effort to 
show the richness and beauty of what 
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the rabbis have already said. Every 
page is suggestive and instructive and 
is destined to have an extensive influ- 
ence upon the training of future 
preachers. 

His advocacy that Jewish life like 
physical life must be developed from 
the inside has wrought a general change 
in the method of preaching. Through 
his remarkable success in the ministry, 
other Jewish preachers are commenc- 
ing to follow his beliefs and adopt his 
technique. "The historic sense of com- 
munion with his people's past" is now 
receiving more than the cursory atten- 
tion it generally received. 

Members of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center — indeed, Jewry in general — 
base good cause to rejoice. They are 
the happy meclmtonim to Dr. Levin- 
thal's union with the ministry which, 
beginning thirty years ago, has proved 
so glorious and beneficent to Jewish 
life. They may also rejoice that even 
as they have prospered under his be- 
nign influence, so "He did it with all 
his heart, and prospered." (2 Chron- 
icles 31 :21.) 

In the fulfillment of Dr. Levinthal's 
noble aims so inspiring, so devoted and 
so helpful, has been his wife — who 
during a happy wedlock antedating his 
entrance into the ministry, has also con- 
secrated her life to his life's work — 
that it may more appropriately be said, 
"They did it with all their hearts and 
prospered." 

—LOUIS J. GRIBETZ 



BECAUSE this issue of the Re- 
view is devoted to the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center's celebration of Dr. 
Levinthal's fiftieth birthday all the re- 
gular Revieiv material, including Les- 
ter Lyon's monthly feature, ' Jewish 
Events Rcvieu'cd," has been omitted. 
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By JOSEPH KAYE 



AS gratifying as to look on a per- 
fect work of art is it to see a 
man who is perfectly wedded 
to his work, who is completely happy 
in what he is doing and through his 
happiness and pure satisfaction is able 
to bring happiness to others. 

Rabbi Israel H. Levinthal is such 
a man. 

Once before I met one of his type, 
though he was of a totally different 
calibre. He was the late Darwin H. 
Kingsley, President of the New York 
Life Insurance Company. Kingsley, 
an unusually cultured man, believed 
devoutly in life insurance. To him life 
insurance was not a business but a 
philosophy. Inducted into life insur- 
ance while still a young man he saw 
it develop from a troublesome infancy 
to strong maturity, and the more im- 
portant and widely recognized it be- 
came the more did he accept this 
growth as confirmation of his faith in 
it. 

As a business executive Kingsley 
was an inspiration. And he was an in- 
spiration mainly because of his extra- 
ordinary devotion to the cause of life 
insurance. 

Dr. Levinthal's faith in his calling 
too, is sublime. He has a beautiful 
faith in his God and an ardent love for 
his people. Therefore he is able to 
serve both with such distinction ; there- 
fore he is an inspiraiton to those with 
whom he comes in contact. He would 
be a still more potent inspiration if 
those who knew him would understand 
the composition of his power, if they 
could realize how they themselves 
could be made happier by uniting their 
lives to a purpose with which they 
could be thoroughly in harmony. 

Rabbi Levinthal found himself quite 
early in life. Tt could be said that it 
was natural for him to take to the rab- 
binate. He came of a long line of rab- 
bis, and his own father was a rabbi. 
Hut it was through his own impulses 
that he began to study theology. His 
father saw such economic hardship for 
the rabbinate of his time that he would 
have been better pleased had his son 
adooted law as a profession. Rut 
young Israel could not dream of the 
law, whereas he could dream of the 
pulpit. 

Two men outside his home influ- 
enced him greatly in those days in 
Philadelphia, Dr. Marcus Jastrow and 



Dr. Solomon S. Cohen. Once the elder 
Levinthal sent his son with an esrig 
and lulov to Dr. Jastrow, and Israel 
was fascinated with this scholar's 
study. It was a room of spiritual ser- 
enity, where the mind could soar, and 
the books that lined the walls were like 
windows opening into a fragrant gar- 
den. 

Dr. Cohen is one of the foremost 
diagnosticians in the city, and a He- 
brew scholar and poet as well. He is 
a Portuguese Jew of a picturesque ap- 
pearance and manner. His head is 



big and imposing, his hair curly, his 
eyes deep and penetrating. Dr. Levin- 
thal, at that time about fifteen, was 
not strong, and Dr. Cohen frequently 
examined him. Later he made a prac- 
tice of asking the boy to come to him 
every Sunday. These interviews re- 
solved themselves into talks on Jew- 
ishness, and Dr. Cohen took special 
pains to lead his patient to books that 
would make him a better Jew. 

As he grew older Dr. Levinthal bc- 

(Cont tinted on next page) 
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came definitely convinced that the rab- 
binate was his goal. In the meantime 
the Jewish Theological Seminary in 
New York had been reorganized and 
revitalized by the importation from 
England of Solomon Schechter. This 
change had been accomplished through 
the work of Dr. Cohen and a few 
other men. With Dr. Schechter came 
a number of scholars of his choosing, 
and Dr. Levinthal felt an irresistible 
urge towards this now new institu- 
tion. 

At the age of eighteen he finally 
realized his wish and entered the Sem- 
inary. At the same time, through spe- 
cial permission, he was permitted to 
study at Columbia University. 

As though all circumstances were 
unified to direct him to the goal he 
had set for himself, he came under the 
influence at the Seminary of Joseph 
Mayer Ascher, a follower of the Vien- 
nese Chief Rabbi, Adolph Jclenek. Jcl- 
enek had become famed as a preacher 
because of his use of old classic rab- 
binic material. He was actually the 
first rabbi in Europe to popularize this 
style of sermonizing. Ascher tried to 
instill the principles of Jelenek's style 
into his pupils, and his teaching was 
particularly welcomed by young Lev- 
inthal, who felt himself instinctively 
drawn towards it. 

Ascher 's appearance helped to im- 
press his teachings on his pupil. lie 
was, as his friends expressed it, 



the nearest approach to an artist's con- 
ception of a prophet. He was slight, his 
complexion was Oriental, his eyes were 
dreamy and he had a silky little beard. 
He was an ardent spirit, and eventual- 
ly spent himself on preaching. Strange- 
ly enough, while a student at Cam- 
bridge University (Schechter brought 
him also from England) Ascher was a 
member of the boat crew. 

Notwithstanding his dual courses 
Levinthal was a brilliant student at 
both institutions and managed to win 
the silver medal for oratory at Colum- 
bia. In the same contest the gold medal 
was won by a Chinese youth who later 
became a noted diplomat, Dr. Welling- 
ton Koo. 

While he was still a student Dr. 
Levinthal married his childhood sweet- 
heart, May Bogdanoff. 

Their romance began when both, as 
youngsters, ran to the same synagogue 
to see the Simchas Torah festivities. 
May's family came from Odessa, Rus- 
sia, a city nut noted for the devoutness 
of its Jews, and the Bogdanoff s were 
quite sophisticated. But, so destiny 
had ordered, May felt a natural sym- 
pathy with Jewishness, and was stirred 
by the Jewish ceremonials. 

The families of both children were 
acquainted, and so the children saw 
each other frequently until, at high 
school, their friendship became deep. 
They always arranged to meet on the 
same trolley going to school and com- 
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Dr. Levinthal and Mrs. Levintluil at 
about the time of their marriage. 

ing home. By the time they graduated 
high school it was taken for granted 
by the Levinthal s and the Bogdanoff s 
that a marriage would unite them. 

The wedding was a private one in 
Philadelphia and then the couple re- 
turned to Xew York and set up house- 
keeping in a four-room apartment on 
W est 122nd Street. They had to climb 
four flights of stairs to reach it, but 
they only paid about twenty-four dol- 
lar a month and the rooms were com- 
fortable. 

Living expen.->es were made by week- 
end preaching at a synagogue in 
Greenpoint, and the married life of 
the couple began in a glow of happi- 
ness. Their home was the gathering 
place for all the students, since Dr. 
Levinthal was one of the only two 
married men among them — which 
meant that he could entertain. 

Here their first child was born, and 
here he received his first call from a 
synagogue for a full-time rabbinate. 
The synagogue was the Bnai Sholom 
in South Brooklyn. 

Dr. Levinthal was one of the young- 
est rabbis in the city. So young that 
during the installation — attended by 
Professor Israel Friedlander and Dr. 
Masliansky — one of the members said 
to the elder Levinthal in Yiddish : 
"Your ^on has made a very fine im- 
pression — but he is so youthful !" 

"Never mind," replied the older rab- 
bi, glancing around at the congrega- 
tion, "I think he will age very soon 
here." 

The father's words were somewhat 
prophetic. Soon after the synagogue 
property was sold to theatrical inter- 
ests and the congregation became am- 
lr'tious. They built a much larger struc- 
ture than the small community of the 
neighborhood could support, and on 
young Dr. Levinthal fell the princi- 
pal burden of seeing that the venture 
did not fail. 

For five years he remained with this 
congregation, and the years were filled 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



17] 



with hard work and responsibility. At 
the beginning of this period he had un- 
dertaken to study law in order to fit 
himself to write a thesis for a doctor's 
degree. The subject he had chosen was 
the Jewish law of agency, a subject 
about which little had been written. 
He had intended merely to gather ma- 
terial through research but he found 
legal study so interesting that he de- 
termined to take a regular law course. 

He actually finished this course and 
was admitted to the bar, though he did 
not write his thesis until some years 
later. 

Once a full-fledged lawyer he was 
tempted to make use of this new pro- 
fession. His experience with the syn- 
agogue he served had left him rather 
disappointed. He did not find in the 
community the full support he had ex- 
pected, and for the first time the en- 
thusiasm for the rabbinate which had 
been so strongly his since boyhood be- 
gan to wane a little. Perhaps he re- 
called his father's first inclination to 
make him a lawyer. At any rate, he 
divided his time between the pulpit 
and the law, and entered the office of 
one of the members of his congrega- 
tion. 

His first case, an insurance claim, 
set for trial before Justice Isaac Kap- 
per, was settled out of court in favor 
of his client. This victory encouraged 
him and he devoted himself to the 
business of the office with zeal. 

He was a practicing lawyer for eight 
months, and he made much more money 
than as a rabbi. But he was not hap- 
py. The money he earned seemed alien 
money and the surroundings he found 
himself in were alien surroundings. In 
the pulpit, in his study preparing his 
sermon, he was at home, and warmed 
as though by the family fireside. 
Quickly he became convinced that this 
was not his work. This period could be 
considered only as one of test, and 
now his dedication to God and his peo- 
ple was made free of all doubting. 

After he had reached this decision, 
and as a fitting sequence, he received 
a call from the Temple Petach Tikvah, 
also a new building, and the only syn- 
agogue serving the English-speaking 
community in Brownsville. 

Here there were also difficulties and 
the hard work incidental to building 
up a new synagogue, but here also Dr. 
Levinthal began to come into his own 
as a preacher. His Friday night ser- 
vices were so famed that literally 
thousands came to hear him. Rabbis of 
reputation in the city were astounded 
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at the phenomenon of this young man 
of twenty-seven drawing such crowds, 
and attended his services to be con- 
vinced. He was continually in demand 



(Following is a condensation of an 
address made by Rabbi Levintlial at a 
memorial meeting held on May 11, 
1902, at the Kesher Israel Synagogue 
in Philadelphia. The occasion was a 
service mourning the loss of two emin- 
ent Jews of that time, the Rev. Dr. 
Solomon Mandelkem and Rev. A. S. 
Friedbnrg. This is Rabbi Levinthal's 
first sermon, ]and it made such an im- 
pression that it ztras reprinted in a 
booklet. Although delivered at the age 
of thirteen, and though it displays an 
admiration for the deceased men that 
may be considered overly enthusiastic, 
it indicates plainly the style of 
the future master of homiletics. The 
gathering was held under the auspices 
of the "Aids of Zion," a Zionist club 
organised — or "instigated," as the 
booklet lias it — by young Israel Lev- 
inthal — Editor.) 

LADIES and gentlemen: We have 
assembled here this evening to 
perpetuate the sacred memories of 
those two men to whom it is our duty 
to pay reverence. 

In fact, it seems strange that there 
should be any need of commemorating 
such men as the Rev. Solomon Man- 
delkem and Rev. A. S. Friedburg, 
whose names will be written in never- 
fading letters on the pages of history. 
The greatest monuments that can be 
erected to these imperishable dead are 



for lecturing, and often he had to 
speak several times during one even- 
ing. 

After almost five years with Petach 
Tikvah a group of twenty-five out- 
standing members of the congregation 
felt the need for a larger Jewish in- 
stitution, one that would have the fac- 
ilities for much broader service to the 
Jewish community. This group or- 
ganized what is now the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center and asked Rabbi Levin- 
thal to come with them. He was eager 
for this new opportunity, and thus he 
entered the work which has so hap- 
pily dominated his life. 

During the time it took to build the 
Center Rabbi Levinthal had some lei- 
sure and he now wrote his thesis that 
obtained his doctor's degree. The the- 
sis was published by the Jewish Theo- 
logical Seminary under the title "The 
Jewish Law of Agency, with Special 
reference to the Roman and Common 
(Continued on page 22) 



the numberless books of exquisite 
learning which they have written: 
monuments which in fact are much 
higher and of greater fame than the 
pyramids, or even the Eifel Tower 
could be . . . 

I have recently seen an expression 
used by my grandfather, the departed 
Rabbi Eliezer Kleinberg, blessed be 
his memory, in a sermon on the de- 
ceased Rabbi Samuel Strashun. It is 
an old Talmudical saying that when 
the word "remember" is mentioned we 
take it for granted that it applies to 
something which may be forgotten. 
Now in this case, where there is not 
even the slightest chance that the 
names of such immortal men could be 
forgotten, there is certainly no need of 
our doing anything to prolong their 
memories. 

However, ladies and gentlemen, the 
purpose of this meeting is not to 
mourn the deceased, who are alive this 
day spiritually ; neither have we as- 
sembled to strew flowers over their 
graves, which is also useless, as their 
delightful odor and pleasant sensation 
is but momental and they droop 
and are forgotten like all bodily mat- 
ters. Nor yet have we assembled to 
start a fund for the deceased, which, 
as I said, is not necessary. Moreover, 
it is not the nature of the Jewish pco- 
(Continucd on page 19) 
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DR. LEVINTHAL AS I KNOW HIM 



By JOSEPH GOLDBERG 



THE columns of this issue of the 
Review bear testimony to the 
place of honor which Rabbi Lev- 
inthal occupies in Jewish life in this 
country. Leaders in all walks of life 
have admired him for what he is, a 
great spiritual leader of a large congre- 
gation, a scholar of note, a preacher 
par excellence, a teacher of religion 
and a leader in Israel. 

It is not my purpose to deal with 
these phases of Dr. Levinthal's great- 
ness. I shall limit myself to impres- 
sions of Rabbi Levinthal as gathered 
from day to day contact over a period 
of almost nineteen years. 

My mind reverts to those unfor- 
getable days in November 1919 when 
both of us linked our fortunes to what 
was then but a dream, — the institu- 
tion that came to be known as the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center. Dr. Levin- 
thai had just resigned his position of 
rabbi of a nearby temple and had an- 
swered the call to become the spiritual 
leader of the newly organized institu- 
tion. We spent hours discussing plans 
for the Center which was about to be 
erected. Committees were active in 
planning the physical structure. He 
was concerned primarily with the 
spiritual side of the building. He had 
been active for a number of years 
ministering to several congregations in 
the Borough, but felt the limitations 
of the average Synagogue or Temple. 
He had visions of a new institution 
which was to serve Jewry day in and 
day out, by spreading Jewish knowl- 
edge and religion among the young and 
old of the community. 

From that time on we were in al- 
most daily contact, except for brief 
separations during his trips away from 
the city. The more intimately I have 
come to know him the more I have 
learned to love and admire him. His 
benign countenance somehow makes 
you feel at ease, and, yet you sense 
that you are in the presence of a great 
soul and a person deserving of rev- 
erence. 

The late Dr. Cadman used to call 
him: "my friend Rabbi Levinthal, the 
Saint." I know of no better descrip- 
tion. It is characteristic of Dr. Cad- 
man's keen sense of judgment of men 
that, although a casual visitor at the 
Center, he was able to express in one 
word the outstanding feature of Dr. 
Levinthal's personality. It is also sig- 
nificant that those who come in close 



contact with the Rabbi are always im- 
pressed by his saintliness and godli- 
ness. 

Most of Rabbi Levinthal's admirers 
know him through his enlightening dis- 
courses delivered from the Center pul- 
pit and at other functions. Others have 
followed his career through his ser- 
mons published in book form. Those 
who know him more intimately have 
the added advantage of studying 
one of those personalities that are rare 
in the rabbinate and outside of it. 

Affable in the extreme, he cannot 
bear to hurt the sensibilities of his co- 
workers. I have seen him suffer real 
anguish rather than do anything that 
might deprive someone of a position 
to which he did not measure up. Never 
does he find fault for fear that he may 
injure the feelings of those working 
with him. He is the most forgiving of 
men and most tolerant of mistakes. 
He never commands, yet his requests 
are never refused. Jealousy never en- 
ters the minds of those about him and 
none envy him his great success. On 
the contrary, we glory in his triumphs 
and we feel that nothing is too good 
for him, no honor too great. No won- 
der that a fellow rabbi once remarked 
that "the best way to judge a rabbi 
is to find out what his rabbinical col- 
leagues think of him. If the rabbis of 
Brooklyn were called upon to select 
from among themselves a Chief Rabbi 
for the community, they would, with- 
out a doubt, nominate and elect Dr. 
Levinthal to that office. For it is to 
him that they look constantly for guid- 
ance, counsel and leadership." 

Few people realize the multitude of 
duties that devolve upon the modern 
rabbi. To be sure, he has his duties 
to his pulpit but preaching is not the 
most taxing of tasks, although even 
here the success of the rabbi depends 
on how seriously he applies himself 
to his sermons. No one can reach Rab- 
bi Levinthal's standing as a preacher 
without hard labor and zealous devo- 
tion to his profession. His sermons are 
masterpieces of construction as well as 
thought. It is small wonder that they 
hold the hearer fascinated, be he of 
foreign birth or of American extrac- 
tion, be he steeped in Jewish learning 
or unfamiliar with Jewish history or 
religion. 



The rabbi, in addition, has his re- 
sponsibilities to the community and the 
more prominent he becomes the more 
demands are made upon his time. But 
what robs him of his time and energy 
are the thousand and one problems 
that he is called upon to solve for in- 
dividuals, whether members of his own 
congregation or otherwise. They turn 
to him for counsel and advice, to dis- 
entangle family or business affairs and 
to intercede in behalf of this or that 
cause, movement or personal interest. 
These make tremendous inroads on his 
strength and patience. Fortunately for 
him, Rabbi Levinthal is possessed of 
the patience of a saint and the visitor 
is never made aware of the valuable 
time he consumes. 

No day is complete without the in- 
evitable telephone call from Rabbi 
Levinthal. It usually comes in the 
morning and it lasts for quite a while. 
The conversation revolves around 
events of the previous day or evening, 
what meetings were held, subjects dis- 
cussed, attendance, etc. If a lecture 
was given the night before the discus- 
sion concerns the attendance, what the 
speaker had to say, and the reaction 
of the audience. Then come problems 
of finance, membership, publications, 
future events, etc. Nothing small or 
large escapes him as long as it involves 
the interests of the Center. From pure- 
ly local matters the conversation drifts 
to matters of general interest. "What 
is new in the Yiddish press ?" is the 
next querry. He is primarily concerned 
about the latest news from Palestine. 
I have yet to find a man who is more 
interested than he in events of the 
Holy Land and the Zionist movement. 
He seems to live and breathe in the at- 
mosphere of Palestine, and no amount 
of news is sufficient to satisfy his thirst 
for information regarding events in 
that country. 

Of the departments in the Center 
proper, the Hebrew School and the 
Institute of Jewish Studies for Adults 
are his pet activities. With fatherly 
care he watches and supervises all 
things pertaining to the schools. He is 
interested in every detail, whether it 
concerns the curricula, the staff, or the 
collection of outstanding accounts. 

He maintains a keen interest in all 
{Continued on page 17) 
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TRIBUTES TO A BELOVED RABBI 

Congratulatory Messages Sent to the Brooklyn Jewish Center on the Occasion of Its Celebration of Dr. 

Israel H. LevinthaPs Fiftieth Birthday 



By CYRUS ADLER 

President of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America 

I AM very happy to be able to have 
the opportunity to send a word of 
greeting to the Brooklyn Jewish Cen- 
ter Rcviciv for its special issue in hon- 
or of the fiftieth anniversary of its 
devoted and distinguished rabbi, Dr. 
Israel H. Levinthal. I have known Dr. 
Levinthal since his boyhood and have 
watched his growth and development 
with profound interest. His virtual 
creation and development of the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center was a distin- 
guished act in the history of congre- 
gational life in America. You your- 
selves know of your own development 
better than I do. But outside of his 
congregation Dr. Levinthal has had a 
reputation for his scholarly and popu- 
lar writings and for devotion to many 
Jewish causes which far transcend the 
limits of your city or of your congre- 
gational life. 

For a number of years, Dr. Levin- 
thal has been a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America, where his ser- 
vice has been invaluable and, during 
the first semester of the present aca- 
demic year, he has served with distinc- 
tion as a Visiting Lecturer at the Sem- 
inary on Homiletics. 

While congratulating the congrega- 
tion in having such a distinguished 
rabbi, I wish to add a personal note 
and extend my heartiest felicitations 
to Dr. Levinthal, and also express the 
hope that he will have many, many 
years in good health to enjoy with his 
family and to serve the cause of Is- 
rael. 



By LOUIS LIPSKY 

WITH a certain eagerness, I join 
in the celebration of the birth- 
day of Israel H. Levinthal. His fif- 
tieth anniversary provjokes breaking 
the reticences of friendship (which 
life's routine rarely allows). 

Israel Levinthal is distinguished as 
rabbi, and is the rabbi par excellence. 
He is a teacher and preacher of re- 
ligion, and all his knowledge and ex- 
perience, his warmth, his enthusiasm, 
are absorbed in his rabbinical duties. 
He is a rabbi whose piety is genial and 
genuine, whose learning is shot 



through with human sympathy, and 
whose preaching always subordinates 
effect — phrase and form — to truth and 
conviction. 

There are rabbis who stand out as 
great orators or preachers or com- 
munal workers or scholars. Levinthal 
is all of these, but his many talents 
are subordinated to character. He is 
not made of the shreds and patches of 
oratory and learning or social activity, 
but in him are combined a force and 
power, as well as a gentleness of touch, 
which make him one of the most in- 
teresting rabbis of our day. 

He was born into Zionism. His 
childhood was lived in a rare atmos- 
phere of orthodoxy, learning and Zion- 
ism. From his earliest days as a stu- 
dent he has devoted himself to the 
teaching of Zionism, and in whatever 
field of endeavor he found himself, 
there he found opportunity to pursue 
his dominant ideal. Being a teacher 
and preacher he sought and found in 
tradition, in folk lore, in Bible and 
Midrash, the fuel that kept alive and 
informed the addresses that he has 
delivered in the course of many years 
of Zionist service. His addresses read 
well and speak well. They are not glib 
repetitions, but always reflect research 
and study, deep reflection and faith. 
He speaks "from the heart/' but his 
heart beats in an atmosphere of Jewish 
living, sympathy and wisdom. 

In the councils of the Zionist Or- 
ganization he has always served as the 
man of peace, of measure, sober in 
judgment, keen for justice. As a 
speaker on the Zionist platform, he 
has used his homilies and exegetical 
wisdom as the material to illuminate 
the Zionist hope. Every phase of Zion- 
ism has interested and excited him. 
He is sympathetic to all Zionist par- 
ties, and therefore belongs to none. 
He is self-effacing to a fault, and only 
comes forward when retreat is impos- 
sible. The Zionist Organization prizes 
his cooperation, and regards him as a 
pillar of its spiritual strength. 

In the celebration tendered him on 
February 13th, congratulations should 
be offered not only to Rabbi Levin- 
thal, but also to the congregation with 
which he has been associated so many 
years, and which has had the privilege 
of being served by a man of such fine 
qualities. 



By DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 

President, Jewish National Fund 
of America 

THE observance of Dr. Israel H. 
Levinthal's fiftieth birthday is an 
occasion of singular importance in the 
cultural, religious and social life of 
the community. The Brooklyn Jewish 
Center is honoring itself in honoring 
its spiritual leader. 

A scholar of profound penetration 
and a master of eloquent and convinc- 
ing utterance, which is the more pre- 
cious because of its deep Jewish con- 
tent, Dr. Levinthal has carved for him- 
self a place of distinction in the Amer- 
ican Rabbinate and has set an example 
for his younger colleagues. The title 
of his widely acclaimed volume of ser- 
mons, 'Steering or Drifting — Which?' 
suggests that he himself has been a 
steering force in the solution of the 
problems confronting our immediate 
community and world Jewry. 

As a fellow Zionist and as a warm 
friend of Dr. Levinthal, I have had the 
privilege and pleasure to work with 
him in the councils of the Zionist Or- 
ganization of America and in its fund- 
raising institutions, notably the Jewish 
National Fund and the United Pales- 
tine Appeal. I recall vividly Dr. Levin- 
thal's moving plea at the Zionist Con- 
vention in Providence in 1936 where 
he lifted his persuasive voice in behalf 
of the Jewish National Fund's appeal 
for new trees to be planted in Eretz 
Israel to replace those wantonly des- 
troyed by vandalism. His utterance in- 
spired the whole convention and served 
as the initial stimulus for a great and 
unprecedented nation-wide response. 
In the United Palestine Appeal as well 
as in the Jewish National Fund, we 
have learned to look upon Dr. Levin- 
thal as our tower of strength in Brook- 
lyn Jewry. 

The personal qualities of Dr. Levin- 
thal, his modesty, geniality and gra- 
ciousness. recalls the great sage of old, 
Hillel, who won the heart of his peo- 
ple by gentleness. 

The National Administration of the 
Jewish National Fund joins me in 
forwarding our official and personal 
felicitations and good wishes to Dr. 
Levinthal and to the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center on this milestone in his career. 
{Continued on next page) 
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In the prime of life, he stands to bring 
blessing to the people of Israel for 
many, many years to come. May 
strength come to him from On High. 



By RABBI ISRAEL GOLDFARB 

President, New York Board of 
Jewish Ministers 

AS a life long friend of Dr. Israel 
Herbert Levinthal, I am happy 
to join his numerous admirers in wish- 
ing him well on his fiftieth birthday. 
I hope that he will be blessed with a 
long life replete with good health and 
with further success in a career al- 
ready rich in noble achievements. 

Dr. Levinthal's work has been phe- 
nomenal. Not only has he filled the 
responsible office of spiritual leader in 
the Brooklyn Jewish Center with rare 
distinction and ability, but he has made 
his influence felt beyond the limits of 
his immediate congregation. 

In spite of his arduous duties as the 
Rabbi of a large and active commun- 
ity he found time to make noteworthy 
contributions in the field of Jewish lit- 
erature and to participate in every im- 
portant activity that engaged Ameri- 
can Israel. 

Among his colleagues in the Rab- 
binate Dr. Levinthal is honored and 
admired not only for his talents as an 
inspiring preacher, as an erudite scho- 
lar and as a wise leader but also, and 
even more .so, for his charming per- 
sonality, his human sympathy, his en- 
during friendship and his sincerity. 

In the name of the New York Board 
of Jewish Ministers, in which are in- 
cluded Rabbis of every shade of Juda- 
ism — Orthodox, Reform and Conser- 
vative — I greet Dr. Levinthal on his 
fiftieth birthday and call out to him 
Chazak Ve-Ematz! 
May each new milestone on your 
life's journey bring you new triumphs 
and successes in your chosen career as 
a leader and teacher in Israel. 

By SIMON GREENBERG 

President of the Rabbinical Assembly 

THE Rabbinical Assembly of Amer- 
ica proudly and happily joins the 
host of friends and admirers of its dis- 
tinguished member, Dr. Israel H. Lev- 
inthal, in paying tribute to him on 
the occasion of his fiftieth birthday. 
The qualities of mind and soul which 
have made him pre-eminent among the 
relfgious leaders and preachers of our 
generation have also endeared him to 
his colleagues. Despite his many out- 
standing achievements his personality 
radiates a truly religious humility 



which tends to purify and inspire all 
who come into contact with him. We 
who can best appreciate the demands 
which must have been made upon his 
time and energy by ministering to so 
large a congregation, and by its activ- 
ities in behalf of many other good 
causes, esteem all the more the scholar- 
ly interests which he succeeded in 
maintaining, and which arc admirably 
reflected in his spoken and written 
word. Judicious in temperament, sym- 
pathetic and understanding of heart, 
his counsel and advice are eagerly 
sought after by his colleagues and by 
the Rabbinical Assembly as a whole. 
As a past president of the Assembly, 
and now among its most respected and 
beloved "elder statesmen," his influ- 
ence is felt in all our deliberations 
and activities. 

The celebration arranged by the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center is further rec- 
ognition of the blessing which it enjoys 
in having an individual of Dr. Levin- 
thal's qualities as its spiritual leader. 
We know, also, how grateful Dr. Lc"- 
inthal has been for the privilege of ser- 
ving the families associated with the 
Center. This beautiful cooperation be- 
tween rabbi and congregation has set 
an example which others might well 
seek to emulate. In behalf of the mem- 
bers of the Rabbinical Assembly, may 
I express the prayer that this happy 
relationship continue to flourish for 
many more years to come and to 
bring its blessings not only to those 
directly affected, but to our community 
as a whole. 



By LOUIS J. MOSS 

President of The United Synagogue 
of America 

I AM very happy to learn that the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center, whose 
pulpit Rabbi Israel Herbert Levin- 
thal occupies, will give recognition to 
his fiftieth birthday by signalizing this 
event in an appropriate manner. 

Dr. Levinthal has been identified 
with the Brooklyn Jewish Center since 
its formation, and without minimiz- 
ing the notable contribution to suc- 
cess made by large numbers of lay- 
men, its present position and standing 
in the community is, to a large extent, 
due to the inspiration, guidance, and 
genius of his ministry. 

His influence has not been limited 
to the confines of the synagogue it- 
self, but transcends its walls and is 
felt throughout the community. With 
him religion is more than adherence 
to rules and formulae. He envisions 
it as a force which ought to motivate 



and mold human actions and conduct. 
In consequence, it is not surprising 
to find him aligned with and a spokes- 
man for all causes which contribute to 
this larger purpose. 

Dr. Levinthal is still in the prime 
of life. It is our hope and wish that 
he may be vouchsafed health and 
strength to continue his illustrious 
career for the good of his own con- 
gregation and of the larger community 
of Israel. 



By JOSEPH MILLER 

President Brooklyn Jewish Ministers 
Association 

I AM grateful for the opportunity to 
pen a few words of greeting to 
my colleague and friend, Dr. Israel 
H. Levinthal, upon his attaining of the 
jubilee year of his life. 

Dr. Levinthal has rightly earned the 
title of "beloved Rabbi." His genial 
personality, his kindliness, his friend- 
ship, his wisdom and sagacity have 
been most inspiring to the American 
rabbinate, no matter of what school of 
Judaism. His word is listened to at- 
tentively and his counsel is sought by 
both Rabbi and layman. 

But it is in Brooklyn where Dr. 
Levinthal has made himself felt most. 

lie was one of the founders of the 
Brooklyn Jewish Ministers Associa- 
tion and the first president of the or- 
ganization. He has always stood firm- 
ly for a united Brooklyn rabbinate as 
a symbol of a united Jewish commun- 
ity. . 

\\ hen the future historian will write 
the story of Brooklyn Jewry, the name 
of Israel H. Levinthal will be writ in 
golden letters. 

As president of the Brooklyn Jew- 
ish Ministers Association which in- 
cludes the orthodox, conservative and 
reformed rabbis of Brooklyn, I extend 
the felicitations of the Brooklyn rab- 
binate to Dr. Levinthal upon the cele- 
bration of his fiftieth birthday. We of 
the Brooklyn rabbinate look to him 
for continued leadership. We hope to 
continue to be inspired by his power- 
ful prophetic utterances. May he con- 
tinue to enhance American Jewish life 
and strengthen the cause which is so 
sacred to all of us. 

The Brooklyn Jewish Ministers As- 
sociation also extends its congratula- 
tions to the Brooklyn Jewish Center, 
its officers and members upon this joy- 
ous occasion when their Rabbi has 
reached his fiftieth milestone. The 
Center has become a model Jewish 
institution for American Israel be- 
cause of the services rendered to 
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American Judaism by its spiritual 
leader. May both the Rabbi and his 
congregation continue to work in the 
vineyard of the Lord for the greater 
glory of God and of His people, Is- 
rael. 



By WILL DURANT 

WILL you convey to Rabbi Lev- 
inthal my greetings and con- 
gratulations on his 50th birthday? 
Fifty seems so young for one who> has 
done so much. The Brooklyn Jewish 
Center is fortunate in having for its 
spiritual leader a gentleman, a scholar 
and a saint. May you all go on together 
in the great work of providing a home 
and hearth for the mind and soul of 
Brooklyn Jewry. 



By RUTH SEINFEL GOODE 

WE were still young enough, my 
friends and I, so that going 
with our parents to the Friday even- 
ing services was something of an event 
in itself. It seems to me now that that 
was actually the first evening service 
I attended, the one at which I first 
heard Rabbi Levinthal preach a ser- 
mon. I know it is the first one I re- 
member. 

A young man, so slight as to seem 
almost fragile, with a voice which 
whispered gently, yet carried somehow 
with the same soft pervasiveness to the 
farthest pews of the synagogue. I re- 
member thinking, as I sat there try- 
ing not to fidget, that if I blew rather 
hard I could blow him away. But from 
the moment he began to speak I forgot 
about fidgeting, forgot everything in 
listening to that quiet voice, hearing it 
deepen and grow stronger with the in- 
tense deep earnestness of a young man 
speaking for the first time to his new 
congregation. 

I cannot remember what his text 
was, that Friday evening, nor what 
precisely he said to that congrega- 
tion listening with a stillness as com- 
plete as my own. But I remember 
much of what he said other times, 
speaking to our class when we were 
graduated from Sunday School and 
Hebrew School, on the high holidays, 
on wintry Chanukahs when our cheeks 
tingled in the warmth of the syna- 
gogue, on Shevuoth when young spring 
air breathed through the open panes 
in the high stained glass windows, on 
the great day when his voice first 
sounded through the impressive spaces 
of the Center, at my own marriage. 

Through the youth of so many of 
us, my generation and those who have 
come after, the gentle earnest voice of 



Rabbi Levinthal is threaded like a leit 
motif, reminding us always of our 
high heritage as Jews. Now the au- 
thority that sounded in his voice even 
as a young man has come to full ma- 
turity, his soundness as a scholar and 
thinker has the admiration of Jews 
and non-Jews who have never even 
seen him, his eloquence has moved 
many thousands. 

But to us who first knew him in our 
girlhood and boyhood, even while we 
congratulate him on his fiftieth birth- 
day, he is still, despite the nimbus of 
whitening hair about his head, a young 
man to whose quiet but compelling 
voice we would always listen. 

For fifty years more and still an- 
other fifty he will have our warm, en- 
during affection and respect. 



By CHARLES REZNIKOFF 

YOU have inherited an honorable 
name, 

And you are called by an honorable 
title : 

You have added honor to both. 
The lies about our people have become 

so swift and many 
How can the single truth overtake and 

answer them all? 
It will live, the easy-going say. 
Yes, the truth will live, 
But only if such as you live and work 
And only where such as you work and 

live. 



By ELIAS LIEBERMAN 

{Translated into Yiddish by 
Dr. Abraham Asen) 

S'lS feierdigs faran in Mensh was 
firt; 

Die Sel uns leitern is sein bagern; 
Far im, der Roim und Zeit nit eksistirt ; 
In yer'er tat, er strebt alz zu die Stern. 

i 

Und wen es dreit sich in ihr kreis die 
erd, 

Bagaistert uns dein Stirn zu Gott dort 
oibn, 

Dem Menshen's tsar farbreut si und 
farzert ; 

Und gor sein sorg — in zungen flam 
fon gloibn. 



By JOHN HAYNES HOLMES 

I AM proud and happy to be num- 
bered among those who are joining 
in the celebration of the 50th birthday 
of Dr. Israel II. Levinthal, distin- 
guished and beloved rabbi of the 



Brooklyn Jewish Center. 

I admire Dr. Levinthal for his gen- 
tle and gracious spirit, his stalwart 
and independent spiritual convictions, 
and his noble and unremitting public 
service. He represents in my mind an 
almost miraculous combination of the 
great scholar and the great executive. 
In his scholarly attainments, so ably 
manifested in his preaching and writ- 
ing, Dr. Levinthal perpetuates the 
great rabbinical tradition of his peo- 
ple. As the leader of the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center he administers the mul- 
tifarious activities of one of the larg- 
est religious institutions in the coun- 
try. How he combines these two func- 
tions so successfully I cannot imagine 
— but his scholarship remains today as 
profound as ever and his management 
of the Center as successful. A great 
Jew, a great citizen, and a great man, 
Dr. Levinthal may well be cherished 
by his people as a treasure committed 
to their sacred keeping for the service 
of this community and of the nation 
and the world. As Dr Levinthal passes 
the fiftieth milestone of his career he 
is moving, I am convinced, into the 
most useful and splendid period of 
his life. May he be blessed through 
many years to come with unfailing 
health, unabated spiritual vigor, and 
the unfailing protection and love of 
his people. 



By HENRY SEINFEL 

WERE it not for the strict orders 
of my physician, it would have 
been my extreme pleasure to attend 
the dinner in your honor and to join 
our friends in the celebration of your 
50th birthday anniversary. Unfortun- 
ately I must resort to this means of 
extending to you my heartiest felicita- 
tions and best wishes on this occa- 
sion. 

To me this celebration is an event 
of great significance in view of the 
friendly relationship which has exist- 
ed between us for a great many years. 
You were my rabbi and spiritual ad- 
visor for years prior to the organiza- 
tion of the Brooklyn Jewish Center, 
and ever since the inception of our be- 
loved institution. But you have been 
something more. You have served as 
a shining example in my communal 
work, a source of inspiration. You 
have often encouraged me to devote 
my energies to help various causes and 
movements in Jewry. I look back to 
the years spent in the service of my 
people with a feeling of satisfaction 
{Continued on page 22) 
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SELECTIONS FROM DR. LEVINTHAL'S 

SERMONS 

FROM THE SERIES "JUDAISM" 



THE first characteristic that I would 
claim for Judaism, which we are 
about to expound, is its emphasis upon 
knowledge. 

* * * 

Much of the confusion that reigns 
in Jewish life is due to the astound- 
ing lack of knowledge of our past, 
of the ideals and hopes, the teachings 
and aspirations that molded and di- 
rected Jewish life in the days gone by. 
Ignorant of this past, we know not 
how to face the future. 

* * * 

There is a Rabbinic legend which 
tells that when a stranger came to 
the city of Sodom and asked for hos- 
pitality, the Sodomites did not refuse 
him but forced the stranger to sleep 
in the bed provided by them. If the 
bed were too small for him, they 
would cut off his legs until his body 
fitted the bed. If the bed were too 
large, they would stretch his head and 
feet, so that even though he lost his 
life, his body was made to fit. That 
has become the attitude of many of us 
in our reasoning about Judaism. We 
mutilate it, stretch it, perform all sorts 
of surgical feats upon it, to make it 
fit in with ideas fostered by an un- 
Jewish or even anti-Jewish environ- 
ment. 

* * * 

Judaism is not a stagnant pool, but 
a living stream that has its source in 
the heights of Sinai, and that has flow- 
ed through many a bend down the ages, 
becoming ever wider and broader in 
its course. 

* * * 

Judaism, in our definition, is the 
spiritual creation of the Jewish people 
in all the years of its growth and de- 
velopment. 

* * * 

Other religions are individualistic, 
not dependent upon the nationality of 
the adherent. A Chinaman may be a 
Christian or a Mohammedan or a 
Budhist. Judaism is dependent upon 
the adherent's Jewish nationality; it 
is a national civilization, coming out 
of the Jewish people and dependent 
upon the Jewish people. 

* * * 

Judaism and the Jewish people are 
inescapable. Just as in electricity, the 
positive and negative currents are both 



needed to give the electric spark, so, 
too, Judaism and Jewry have ever 
been dependent upon each other. 

Not only did the Israelites carry the 
Ark on their journey in the wilderness, 
say the Rabbis, but "the Ark carried 
its bearers." So may it be said of the 
Jew and Judaism. Not only did the 
Jew give life to Judaism, but Judaism, 
too, preserved the Jew. 

* * * 

Judaism is distinguished by its em- 
phasis upon this world, in contradis- 
tinction to all other religions, which 
emphasize the other world. If you ex- 
amine our Pentateuch, the earliest rec- 
ord of the youth of Israel, you will 
find hardly a mention of the other 
world. "It is not in heaven" that the 
Torah or Judaism finds its greatest 
concern, but in man — in man's 
thoughts and ways of life, in trans- 
forming earth into a veritable heaven. 
Judaism discouraged the tendency, fos- 
tered by other religious cults, of spend- 
ing one's days worrying about heaven 
and hell — about what is before or af- 
ter one's life on earth. Spend your time 
in learning that which is your duty 
here on earth : this was Judaism's de- 
cree. 

Some of you may recall that beau- 
tiful Midrash which interprets why 
the Torah of the Jews begins with the 
letter Beth, the first letter of the first 
word of the Bible — Bereshith. "The 
Beth is formed closed on the top, 
closed underneath, closed from behind 
and open only on the one side to the 
front of it. And the Torah begins with 
the Beth to teach us that we are not 
to be too much concerned with that 
which is above the earth or beneath 
the earth or even that which is behind 
us before the formation of the earth. 
That which alone is open for us, as in 
the Beth — that which alone must be 
our chief concern — is what lies be- 
fore us here on earth!" How differ- 
ent is this conception from the con- 
ception of Christianity and all other 
religions ! "My kingdom is not of this 
world!" — these words, put into the 
lips of the young Jew whom Chris- 
tianity deified, show in clearest fashion 
their antithesis to the fundamental 
teachings of Judaism. 



That is why asceticism, so popular 
in all other religious cults, was not 
only not encouraged but actually dis- 
couraged by Judaism, and never had a 
chance to develop in Jewish life. The 
Nazarite, who vowed to abstain from 
wine had to bring an offering, because, 
as the Rabbis explain, "he sinned in 
that he wilfully denied himself" the 
pleasures of life. 

* * * 

When Lord Bacon dogmatizes about 
prosperity being the blessing of the 
Old Testament whereas adversity is 
the blessing of the New Testament, 
we Jews take it as a compliment to 
the genius of Judaism rather than an 
insult. 

* * * 

There is an exquisite Oriental fable 
which tells of a sage who had been 
meditating vainly for days on the ques- 
tion, What is God ? One day, walking 
along the seashore, he saw some chil- 
dren busying themselves by digging 
holes in the sand and pouring into them 
water from the sea. "What are you 
doing there?" he asked. They replied, 
"We want to empty the sea of its wa- 
ter." "Oh. you little fools!" he ex- 
claimed with a smile ; but suddenly his 
smile vanished in serious thought. "Am 
I not as foolish as these children? he 
said to himself. "How can I with my 
small brain hope to grasp the infinite 
nature of God?" 

* * * 

"Modern science of the real sort," 
said Dr. Robert A. Millikan recently, 
"is learning to walk humbly with its 
God." He ridicules the cocksureness 
of the old science that thought it had 
mastered everything. "We are not liv- 
ing in a mechanistic dispensation but 
in a universe of order and design re- 
sponding perfectly to the niceties of 
mathematical law, and of beneficent 
purpose also." Concluding his presi- 
dential address before the American 
Society for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence, he puts before us the rhetorical 
question : "Has not modern physics 
thrown the purely mechanistic view of 
the universe root and branch out of its 
house?" * * * 

Sir James Jeans, attacking the me- 
chanistic view, tells us: "The universe 
seems to be nearer to a great thought 
than to a great machine." Sir Arthur 
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Keith warns us that the human brain 
is a poor instrument to solve the ulti- 
mate problems as to the meaning, or- 
igin and purpose of human life. "We 
have to recognize its limitations. Yet it 
perceives how well ordered all things 
are and how wonderful are the inven- 
tions of nature. Design is mani-won- 
derful in the inventions of nature. De- 
sign is manifest everywhere. Whether 
we are laymen or scientists, we must 
postulate a Lord of the Universe, give 
Him what shape we will." 

* * * 

Eddington does not hesitate to pro- 
claim: "Dismiss the idea that natural 
law may swallow up religion; it can- 
not even tackle the multiplication table 
single-handed!" He derides some of 
the modern intellectuals who seem to 
be so certain of their new views by 
reminding them that "There is a kind 
of sureness which is very different 
from cocksureness." And Julian S. 
Huxley puts it even more concretely 
when he tells us that "Science may 
destroy particular theologies, but it 
cannot destroy religion . . . because the 
religious spirit is as much the pro- 
perty of human nature as is of the 
scientific spirit." 

When I see men and women who 
scoff and sneer at those who cherish 
their God-belief and who try to con- 
secrate their lives to their God, I am 
reminded of the beautiful tale that 
the Baal Shem Tob, the founder of 
Hassidism, told his followers in an- 
swer to those who called his teaching 
false. There was once a wedding in a 
house. The musicians sat in a corner 
and played upon their instruments, the 
guests danced to the music and were 
merry. But a deaf man passed outside 
the house. He looked in through the 
window and saw the people dancing, 
leaping and throwing their arms about. 
"See how they fling themselves about," 
he cried. "It is a house filled with mad- 
men !" He regarded them as madmen 
because he could not hear the music 
to which they danced. Yea, they are 
deaf — they cannot hear the heavenly 
music which gives such joy and bliss 
to those whose ears and souls are di- 
vinely attuned. 

* * * 

When that gallant young American, 
Charles Lindbergh, stepped out of his 
plane in the aerodrome at Paris, the 
first word that came from his lips was 
"Wc flew over the ocean \" His plane 
had become so much a part of his be- 
ing that, personifying it, he could well 
speak of it and himself as We! In 



the same sense could the Jew always 
speak of God and himself as We ! God 
had become such a vital force in his 
being, and the Jew in turn had so at- 
tached himself to the Will of that God, 
that each could in turn speak of We ! 
* * * 

Some people childishly assume that 
we have but one defined conception of 
God, and that unless you accept that 
conception, you must surrender any 
claim to a belief in God. There is no 
fixed concept of God in Judaism; con- 
ceptions of Him have grown and de- 



(The following essay is from "The 
Collected Writings of Morris Levine 
— 1881-1937," and appeared originally 
in the Hadoar, as a review of 
Dr. Levinthal's "Steering or Drifting 
— Which?." Dr. Levine served as pro- 
fessor of Hebrezv in the Jewish Theo- 
logical Seminary of America — Ed.) 

DR. Levinthal's discourses are con- 
vincing proof that a sermon, 
based on Biblical and Rabbinic say- 
ings, possesses a special appeal and 
can be particularly effective in attract- 
ing the listeners, and in inspiring them 
with the fundamental spirit of Juda- 
ism. Many of us have long known Dr. 
Levinthal as a gifted preacher, whose 
eloquence captivated his listeners. We 
were not completely aware, however, 
of the source of his power. This attrac- 
tive edition of his sermons clearly in- 
dicates that he possesses not only the 
talent of the orator, but, what is of 
greater significance, the rare intellec- 
tual ability to ferret out precious 
stones from their incrustation of Rab- 
binic teachings, and embellish them 
with the beautiful setting of ideas con- 
cerning the needs of Judaism in the 
present and its hopes for the future. 
Few contemporary American preach- 
ers can equal him in extracting from 
the words of the Rabbis their full in- 
tent, and in adapting the thought to 
conditions in our own day — as if our 
predecessors spoke not only for their 
own time and generation, but for all 
times and for all generations. 

Sermons depend upon the spoken 
word; the printed page often destroys 
their effectiveness. Dr. Levinthal's ser- 
mons, however, lose nothing in print ; 
their charm and brilliance remain un- 



veloped and changed from the dawn of 
Jewish life to our own day ! It is the 
same with mankind as it is with an 
individual. 

When you talk to a child about 
God, you talk to him in childish lan- 
guage, in the language of fairy tales, 
if you will, in language that his ten- 
der mind can grasp. When he grows 
older you speak to him of the same 
theme in an altogether different lan- 
guage. 

(Continued on next page) 



impaired. They make a strong impres- 
sion on the reader who is familiar with 
this branch of literature, and remain 
fixed in the memory because inter- 
woven, as with the hand of an artist, 
with Biblical quotations and fascinat- 
ing Midrashim, stimulating to both 
emotion and intellect. The ordinary 
reader, although not thoroughly fami- 
liar with Biblical and Rabbinic sources, 
retains many phrases, because of his 
keen enjoyment of Dr. Levinthal's 
beautiful interpretations, and feels re- 
spect and admiration for our seers and 
sages. He is moved by the desire that 
his children acquire the ability to un- 
derstand these thoughts in the original 
Hebrew, and is encouraged to aid 
those who are striving to prevent Is- 
rael's Torah from being forgotten. 

Dr. Levinthal does not attempt to 
present novel doctrines or conceptions 
about the spiritual mission of Judaism, 
just as he does not preen himself by 
indulging in philosophic speculations 
about the establishment of a Utopian 
society through the betterment of so- 
cial and political conditions. He avoids 
polemics, attacks on rival parties or 
policies, or criticisms of those enter- 
taining opposite beliefs and ideas. Dr. 
Levinthal's thoughts and talents are 
essentially devoted to the practical 
needs of Judaism in our day and in 
our land. 

The discourse in memory of Wilson' 
serves as an excellent illustration of 
the beauty and force with which a 
speaker can invest a sermon when he 
knows how to tie up the thought with 
appropriate texts from the Bible or 
Agada. But Scriptures and Midrash 
are not used by Dr. Levinthal solely 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Some of you may recall the fact that 
a few years ago, a professor in one of 
our colleges startled a convention of 
scientists and savants with the declara- 
tion that science today demands a new 
conception of God, and that this newer 
view must be formulated in the light 
of contemporary astrophysics, which 
seems to be in conflict with so many 
of the traditional theological and cos- 
mological ideas. I remember quite 
vividly what a furor this statement 
made in the newspapers, how a high 
and distinguished prelate of the church 
denounced in most emphatic language 
the very idea of such a demand. What 
would be the answer of traditional, 
historic Judaism to such a challenge? 
Judaism would say: "If you can give 
the world a new, a clearer glimpse of 
the Divine, if you have a new con- 
ception that you can offer to the hu- 
man heart athirst for God, by all means 
let us have it, and the world shall be 
your debtor for all time !" That is the 
beauty of Judaism. Judaism has never 
been, and is not now, and never will 
be opposed to any new conception of 
God which the human mind may for- 
mulate, as long as that conception is 
still that of God and not of something 
that is to serve as a substitute for 
God. It believes that man's conception 
of God must grow with the growth of 
the human mind and with the enrich- 
ment of the human heart. 

* * * 

I recall reading a novel comment on 
the text : "And there was evening and 
morning, Yom Ehad, the first day." 
Why does the Bible, in describing the 
other days of creation, speak of them 
as "the second," "the third," "the 
fourth," and so on. whereas of the first 
dav the Bible does not say Yom Ris- 
hon, "the first day," but Yom Ehad, 
"one day?" From this we can learn, 
not that this was the first day in the 
life of the universe, but that it was 
in the process of fashioning for count- 
less years, and that the Bible starts to 
recount its development from Yom 
Ehad, "a certain day" — one day — and 
not the first day since it began to be. 

* * * 

Is Judaism in conflict with science? 
Oh, no! To use the phrase of Maim- 
onides, it accepts every truth, from 
whosoever proclaims it. All truth — in 
science, in ethics, in morality, in phil- 
osophy — is but a new glimpse into the 
revelation of the Divine Truth which 
first came to man on Sinai's heights. 
Our Judaism is a tree of life, growing, 
expanding, developing with life itself, 
for the blessedness of all mankind ! 



Ceremonies may first of all be re- 
garded as symbolizing the poetry of 
all communal life. We may not be able 
to analyze them logically, but life is 
not based upon cold logic alone. 

One must indeed be a poet to be able 
adecpiately to describe the thrill that 
came from the observance of all these 
innumerable customs and rituals. The 
early leaders in the Reform movement 
who advocated and labored for the 
abolition of many of these ceremonial 
observances in Jewish life on the 
ground that we are living in an Age 
of Reason, and that cold logic can- 
not justify their further retention, 
failed to grasp this poetic value so 
c- sential to normal life. Heinrich 
Heine's reaction to their efforts dis- 
plays a keener insight than that poss- 
essed by these theologians : "Some 
quack doctors have sought to heal the 
body of Judaism of its fatal skin di- 
sease through blood-letting, and 
through their blundering an d their 
gossamer reason-bandages cause Is- 
rael to bleed almost to death." 
* * * 

Ceremonies and ritual have been en- 
couraged in Jewish life not only be- 
cause of this poetic beauty and sancti- 
fying influence, but also because of 
their educational value. Leading au- 
thorities tell us that the new and most 
effective methods in education are 
those which no longer rely on the 
mind accumulating facts, but on the 
eye perceiving and the hands effect- 



ing the results desired. That is the 
basis of the project method in educa- 
tion, which we have adopted in our 
own Center Academy and which is 
today the rule in all progressive 
schools. 

You need but recall the picture that 
Zangwill draws of the Jewish renegade 
who thought that he had severed him- 
self altogether from his people, but 
who, on the eve of Passover, was so 
overpowered by the memories of the 
Seder of his childhood that he fled 
back to his home eager to imbibe once 
again the blessedness of his people's 
kinship. 

These ceremonies have kept fresh in 
the mind of the Jew the facts of his 
history. In the Passover ritual he 
lived over again the experiences of his 
people in Egypt. Through the Succoth 
ceremonials he felt the trials of his 
people wandering in the desert. The 
Hanukkah lights made him feel that 
he was battling at the side of the Mac- 
cabees for his people's preservation. 



It is this ceremonial observance that 
has kept alive the esprit de corps so 
essential for any group if its exist- 
ence is to be assured. It has formed 
the national defense of the Jew, main- 
taining the national unity through na- 
tional action. What a land does for the 
national life of every other people, 

{Continued on page 20) 



PROFESSOR ALEXANDER MARX AT SIXTY 

A Tribute from Dr. Israel H. Levinthal 



ON January 27th the Jewish schol- 
arly world recalled with love and 
veneration the sixtieth birthday anni- 
versary of one of our most illustrious 
scholars, Professor Alexander Marx. 
The Review is happy to join in offer- 
ing felicitations to the distinguished 
celebrant. 

It is due primarily to his indefatig- 
able labors and to his mastery in the 
field of bibliography that we have in 
the Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America the greatest collection of 
Jewish books and manuscripts to be 
found anywhere in the world. His 
unique knowledge of Jewish books 
has made him the debtor of all who 
labor in the field of Yiddische Wissen- 
sclmft. He has enriched the study of 
Jewish history with numerous volumes 
and pamphlets that have brought new 



light on many events in the past. In 
the thirty odd years of his association 
with the Seminary, where he is Pro- 
fessor of Jewish History as well as 
the Librarian, he has helped to rear a 
generation of rabbis and scholars, 
who owe to him their appreciation and 
their love for painstaking and dili- 
gent research in Jewish studies. 

But even more than for his remark- 
able scholarship, Professor Marx is 
beloved for his saintly character. In 
him we behold the Jew at his best and 
his noblest. Looking at him, we seem 
to see the image of those prophetic 
sages of old who glorified the pages 
of Jewish history. 

We hope and pray that he and his 
loved ones may be blessed with health 
and strength, so that he may continue 
to enrich our spiritual and cultural 
heritage Ad Me-ah V'esrim Shannah! 
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BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER ACTIVITIES 



SPECIAL SABBATH SERVICES THIS 
WEEK IN HONOR OF DR. LEVIN- 
THAL'S 50th BIRTHDAY 

Special services will be held this 
Friday night, February 11th, and Sab- 
bath morning, February 12th in hon- 
or of the 50th birthday anniversary 
of our Rabbi. 

At the services Friday night which 
will begin at 8 :30 o'clock, we shall 
be privileged to hear an address de- 
livered by Hon. Mitchell May, Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court who will 
evaluate the services of the Rabbi in 
behalf of the community. Rabbi Joseph 
Miller, the Rabbi of Congregation 
Sharei Torah, and the president of the 
Brooklyn Jewish Ministers Associa- 
tion will extend the greetings of that 
organization to the Rabbi. 

At the services on Saturday morn- 
ing the sermon will be delivered by an- 
other distinguished guest who will be 
with us that Sabbath, Rev. Dr. Elias 
Solomon, the honorary president of 
the United Synagogue of America. 
Dr. Solomon is well known to our 
community. He has rendered distin- 
guished services to our faith for more 
than a third of a century. We are con- 
fident that many of our members will 
attend both of these special services. 
Rev. Kantor will lead in the congre- 
gational singing. 



PROF. OVERSTREET, DISTINGUISHED 
PHILOSOPHER and PSYCHOLOGIST 
TO LECTURE AT CENTER FORUM 

The speaker at our Forum on Mon- 
day evening, February 14th at 8:30 
o'clock promptly, will be Dr. Harry 
A. Ovcrstreet, head of the Department 
of Philosophy of the College of the 
City of New York. The subject of his 
address will he "Towards a New Phil- 
osophy of Life." 

Prof. Overstreet is nationally known 
as a writer and lecturer on psychology 
and philosophy. He is the author of 
"About Ourselves," "Influencing Hu- 
man Behavior," "The Enduring 
Quest," "We Move in New Direc- 
tions," etc. 

Admission will be free to Center 
members ; there will be a 25c charge 
to all others. 



MARVIN LOWENTHAL, DISTIN- 
GUISHED AUTHOR, TO SPEAK 
FROM OUR PULPIT ON FRIDAY 
EVENING, FEB. 18th 

At our late services on Friday even- 
ing, February 18th, we shall be pri- 
vileged to have as our guest speaker, 
Marvin Lowenthal, the distinguished 
author and lecturer who will speak to 
us on the subject "The Jew in the 
European Caldron." 




Marvin Loiventhal 

Mr. Lowenthal is the author of "The 
Jews of Germany," "The Autobiogra- 
phy of Michael de Montaigne," and 
"The Memoirs of Glueckel of Hame- 
lin." He has written extensively for 
the Menorah Journal, The Freeman, 
The Nation, etc. 



CHASSIDIC EVENING, FEB. 27th 

The- Third in the season's series of 
Yiddish evenings, will be held on Sun- 
day, Feb. 27th at 8:30 P. M. This 
will be a Chassidic evening devoted to 
talks on the lives of the Chassidim and 
Chassidic melodies. 

Dr. Abraham Asen will open the 
meeting and will introduce the chair- 
man of the evening, Mr. D. L. Mek- 
lcr of the Jewish Morning Journal. 
Mr. Menasche Unger of The Day who 
has written extensively on Chassidism 
will deliver an address. Our own can- 
tor, Rev. Samuel Kantor, and Mr. 
Isador Savitt will sing Chassidic songs. 



Admission will be free to Center 
members. All others will be charged 
25c. 



SISTERHOOD MEETING MONDAY 
AFTERNOON, FEB. 14th 

The Sisterhood of the Center will 
hold its regular monthly meeting on 
Monday afternoon, February 14th at 
1 :30 o'clock. An interesting literary 
program has been arranged. Mrs. 
Louis N. Jaffe will review Ludwig 
Lewisohn's latest book, "The Trum- 
pet of Jubilee," and Mrs. Maurice 
Bernhardt will discuss current Jewish 
events. Mrs. Max Siegler will present 
to the Sisterhood an etching on behalf 
of the Ivriah. 

All women of the Center are cor- 
dially invited to attend this and all fu- 
ture meetings which are held every 
second Monday afternoon of the 
month. 



CLUB NEWS 

Activities were resumed in the Jun- 
ior League once more, after the lull 
that comes with January examinations. 
On February 3rd, Mr. Lester Lyons 
addressed the group on Jewish current 
events, touching on recent develop- 
ments in Palestine, Europe. and Amer- 
ica. The acquisition by the Center of 
an electric victrola has helped liven up 
the weekly Thursday night meetings. 
Plans are being made for another large 
social in the near future. 

The Center Club issued a 7-page 
Chronicle on February 5th which in- 
cluded a tribute to Dr. Levinthal, 
editorials, personals and feature ar- 
ticles. Those on the staff arc : Edward 
Schiller (Editor-in-Chief), Morton 
Farber, Simeon Gluckson, Rosalinde 
Wolf, Norman Ruchman, Bertram 
Hyde, Betty Zeckvowitz, Rita Green- 
span. Lula Stein, Sheldon Atlas, Sere- 
na Wcissman, Herbert Leiberman. 

"The Maccabees and Vivalcts held 
a song-night on January 30th. After 
singing American folk-songs. Palestin- 
ian songs were introduced, and the 
program was concluded with a spirited 
llorah in which even several adult 
visitors enthusiastically joined. 
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RECENT BOOKS ACQUIRED 
BY THE LIBRARY 

The following books have been ac- 
quired recently by the Center library 
and are now available for circulation: 

"Brothers Ashkeiw.ie — I. Singer. 

"Young Henry of Navarre"— Hein- 
rich Mann. 

"Mother"— Sholom Asch. 

"The Bible as Living Literature"— 
Bates. 

"Trumpet of Jubilee" — Ludwig 
Lewisohn. 



CENTER LIBRARY 

The library of the Center is now 
circulating books of Jewish interest in 
Hebrew, English and Yiddish. Mem- 
bers of the Center and their friends 
who are interested in obtaining books 
for home reading are requited to 
please see our librarian, Dr. Rabino- 
witz, who is at the library on Mon- 
days, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays from 3:30 P. M. to 9:30 
r M. and on Sundays from 10:30 
A. M. to 3:30 P. M. 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS OF GIFTS 
TO THE LIBRARY 

We gratefully acknowledge receipt 
of the following gifts to the Center 
Library : 

Mrs. H. E. Boskowitz 

Jacob S. Doner 

Morris Greenhouse 

H. Gutman 

Dr. M. Higger 

Rabbi I. H. Lcvinthal 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip L. Lipshutz 
Mrs. Israel H. Levinthal presented to 
the Center a number of important vol- 
umes in Hebrew. English and Yiddish 
in honor of Rabbi Levinthal's 50th 
birthday. 



Sisterhood Theatre Parly 
Wednesday Afternoon 
March 9th 
O 

Broadway's Successful Play 

"SHOEMAKER'S 
HOLIDAY" 

will be presented at the 

National Theatre 

41st Slreet West of Broadway 
O 

Tickets May Be Obtained -from the 
Chairman of the Corrmittee, Mrs. 
Maurice Bernhardt (Tel. Sio. 6-2135) 



CLUB ACTIVITIES 

M.\ccabec" • O >t 1 > ms f f Cente r 
numbers thntcen naC J'mrtc n years 
of age. .Meetings held n Saturday eve- 
nings, at o:00 o'cl >ck. Leader — Mr. 
Cerson Chert >C(. 

Ynalcts — D&ug' L fs of Center 
me be s thiric n an 1 f mrlccn \ears 
(jf ; g ; '. Me2ty»gi bdd on S.Jurelay 
eve. 11,1.4s ;t 7:3 J u'c < k. Leader 
Mrs. '..art.n 11. Band. 

Center Club suns . , d d-iM-ditc-s 

of Center rr.c- s 1) >_ s iif«£J.n to 

went ecu : girb, I'lfic-'n roil «i.»ccn. 
Xe\t mertiu^, this S\-urchiy evening 
at 8 o'clock. Lead t - Mr. Milton Lal- 
sam. 



BAR MITZVAH 
C«'P-i;i " t il;<t"-r arc L-ivby extruded 
to 3 jr. ! nd Mr .Wall > < 11. Z'm 
( f 1U4 I lira St -L-, v\*vi V> ■ bar 
Mi!,.' :.h ot ii) v :< n, .'• n.'Jmjn, at 
the Center on Fcb'u.wv 12 h. 



"THE MI.CADO" TO BE PRESENTED 
AT THE CENTER ON FcB. I6!li 

LVmlsr tb.' jt*:"t an . .ices of the 
Federal Thcat e 1 r jca and the So- 
cial Committee >i the Cuic-r, G b.-rt 
aid Sul'i\ an's fa • r 5 oj trctta ''the 
Mikado" will be pvesvn'.td in our au- 
o'.toriui.i on Wed. - day evening, Feb. 
16th at 8:30 u'cl ck. Tickets of ad- 
mission arc now on -'i!e i*t 25c. 



PERSONALS 

Mr. SmoucI P. Abcuw's listory of 
liro-nkhn J eery, wa- in duel J in the 
American " Heijre.v'- &* ml Who'* 
\\ ho issue as one c f tin < -Mi.<g L*,A s 
of Jewish interest published during 
the year 1937. 

Our be t wishes for a speedy and 
comp'ctc reco\ ery are extcn led to Mr. 
David Xemerov'of 242 Last 51st St. 
who recently met with an accielent re- 
sulting m an eye v jury. 

William I. Siegel was designated by 
Governor Lehman t> represent bint at 
the exercises held on Friday, January 
28th at Temple Eeth-El oi Troy, New 
York. 



CONGRATULATIONS 

Our best wishes End hearty congra- 
tulations are extended tj our physical 
training director, Mr. Smricl Schoen- 
felel and to Mrs. Sen e; fold up in the 
birth of a son on Friday, February 
4th. 



IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
FuOKi CROOKLYN TUBERCULOSIS 
AND HEALTH ASSOCIATION 

The Hro 1 lyn Tuberculosis and 

I lealili As OL'iation in cooperation with 

II Medical S )ciety of the County of 
Kiir ■, i conducting a campaign now 
lo reduce the disease of tuberculosis 
ai d t) (indicate as much of it as pos- 
sible. Examinations have been made 
of r-verd thousand children in the 
publL „chool» who thought that they 

ere Well an 1 the result showed at 
le-.st y'r affected. When caught in 
time, t'tc disease is curable. For that 
iei on we are asking all men and wo- 
n en oi this borough to take this special 
X-rny test which this association is 
willing to give to everyone who ap- 
1 Iks. The cf.->t for such examination 
is the mode t sum of SI. 00, a charge 

■ ( e j . mal 1 to be within the reach 

f e en one. l b s small charge is made 
s lble only on account of the large 

umber made at one time and place 
by a special process and because a 
grnup of physicians of experience in 
this field of work are volunteering 
tim • and service. The fee includes the 
taking of the X-rav and a report of 
the findings. The finished X-ray pic- 
ture becon es the property of the per- 
son X-raycd. The $1.00 fee will be 
c dlectcd at the time the X-ray is 
taken. 

Th.<* Association will not give any 
medical advice, but if a negative report 
is sh wn, will refer 3-ou to your own 
physician. This is a service that should 
! e appreciated by the community. 
Tl o=c interested are asked to get in 
t .uc 1 with the headquarters of the 
'"t' n. 293 Schermerhorn St., 

i. Tnnngle 5-0717 to make an ap- 
1 jmtmer.t. 



Monthly Social Meeting 

CENTER MEMBERSHIP 
o 

Wednesday Evening 
February 23rd 

at 8:30 o'clock 
O 

A Bridge Party wi:l follow a brief 
business mee'ing 
Refreshments Will Bs Served 
O 

A 1 Members ci the Center are 
Cordially Invited to Attend 
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CENTER PLAYERS 

The Center Players are now casting 
feu - a new play. Members who are in- 
tern ted in joining the group will 
please attend the meeting scheduled 
for next Monday evening, February 
141.1, at 8:30 o'clock. 



FORUM ON WORLD AFFAIRS 

The Brooklyn Section of the Nation- 
al Council of Jewish Women, is spon- 
soring a forum on world affairs on 
Tuesday, February 15th, at the Brook- 
lyn Academy of Music. The speakers 
will include Louis Fischer, Dr. A. J. 
Muste, Dr. Emil Lengyel, Rabbi A. 
L. Feinberg, Mrs. William D. Spor- 
borg, Dr. Randolph Sailer, Lucy 
Frances Cooper, David Popper, etc. 
There will be two sessions : one at 
10:30 A. M. and one at 2:30 P. M. 
Mrs. Louis J. Gribetz is chairman of 
the Peace Study Group. Admission 
will be free to all. 



BASKETBALL NEWS 

The Brooklyn Jewish Center basket- 
ball team will play against the Y. M. 
H. A. of Williamsburg this Sunday 
evening, February 13th at the Y. M. 
H. A. court on Bedford Avenue. 



CENTER ACADEMY 
THEATRE PARTY 

"OUR TOWN" 

By Thornton Wilder 

Acclaimed by All Critics as the 
Finest Contribution to the American 
Theatre in Years. 

at the 

Morosco Theatre 
Monday Evening, March 7th 



DR. LEVINTHAL AS I 
KNOW HIM 

(Continued from page 8) 
other activities such as the Center 
Academy, which is one of the youngest 
of the Center departments, the Forums, 
the social activities, and, of course, the 
Religious Service Department, which 
is directly under his supervision. 

The very walls of the Center build- 
ing breathe his congenial spirit and 
all those who in one form or another 
are part of this great institution are 
grateful to him for all that he has 
meant to them in the years of the Cen- 
ter's existence. Prayerfully we hope 
that he may continue to exert this in- 



fluence for a great many years to 
come. — : 

A TRIBUTE FROM 
PROFESSOR LEVINE 

(Continued from page 13) 
as decorative material to ornament the 
subject at hand, but rather as an aid in 
creating the subject matter itself. He 
examines Midrash Tanhuma and finds 
the following interesting comment: 
"There were three men who saw des- 
truction — Noah, Daniel and Job. Noah 
saw a world in existence, saw it des- 
troyed, and again beheld its reconstruc- 
tion. Daniel saw the glory of the first 
Temple, witnessed its destruction, but 
also beheld the building of the sec- 
ond Temple. Job saw the growth, the 
upbuilding of his home, saw also its 
ruin, but again beheld its revival and 
reconstruction." He ponders over the 
words of the Midrash, and thoughts 
arise concerning the World War and 
its fearful outcome — a universe in 
ruins; concerning religion whose in- 
fluence on life has waned — the Tem- 
ple in ruins; concerning family life 
whose sanctity has disappeared — the 
home in ruins. 

And thus was created his remarkable 
sermon "Three That Saw Destruc- 
tion." 




Dvora Lapson 

Character Dancer and Pantomimist in a Program of 

BIBLICAL, CHASSIDIC AND 
PALESTINIAN DANCES 

(IN COSTUME) 

BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 
MONDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 21st 

at 8:30 o'clock 

(Washington's Birthday Eve) 
TICKETS NOW ON SALE AT 50c and 75c 



Dvora Lapson is one dancer possessing vision and knowledge 
— so essential in order to express choreographically the soul of 
the Jewish masses. DAVID PINSKI 



It is a supreme delight to 
watch the artistic dance per- 
formance of Dvora Lapson. 
Her interpretation of the spirit 
and mood of Jewish festivals, 
rites and ceremonies through 
the medium of the dance is 
captivating and delightful. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 



Dvora Lapson will be most 
pleasantly remembered for 
her staging of the dances in 
the Hebrew Opera, "The 
Pioneer." Her ballet, based 
on the Palestinian Hora, 
spirited and well composed, 
was quite the brightest spot 
in the entire production. 

NEW YORK TIMES 
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APPLICATIONS FOR 
MEMBERSHIP 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Angenstein, Joseph 

Dress Mfg. Unmarried 

Res. 723 Empire Blvd. 

Bus. 1400 Broadway 

Proposed by Bernard Fink 
and Mack Sussman 
Auerbach, Miss Carolyn 

Res. 506 Wiilloughby Ave. 
Avins, Jack 

Buttons Unmarried 

Res. 1646 Union Street 

Bus. 370 West 35th St. 

Proposed by Max and Nat Wolfe 
Harry A. Freed man 
Berkowitz, Max 

Underwear Married 

Res. 690 E. 48th St. 

Bus. 159 Madison Ave. 

Proposed by Mrs. S. Dembicer 
Braunstein, Victor 

Construction Unmarried 

Res. 18 Bay 28th St. 

Bus. 124 Green St. 

Proposed by Irving Levine 
and Wm. Rosenberg 
Davis, Jerome 

Retail Shoes Married 

Res. 370 New York Ave. 

Bus. 1480 Bedford Ave. 

Proposed by Dr. Joseph Horowitz 
Edinoff, Sidney 

Dept. Welfare Unmarried 

Res. 123 Grove St. 

Bus. 2032 Coney Island Ave. 
Ginsburg, Martin 

Leathergoods Unmarried 

Res. 1045 St. Johns Place 

Bus. 453 Bergenline Ave. 

Proposed by Mr. & Mrs. Jacob 
Ginsburg 



BASKETBALL GAME 

Saturday Evening 

Saturday Evening 
February 19th 

B.J.C. vs. Elizabeth YMHA 

• 

Admission 50 Cents 



Dancing Following Game 



Jacoby, Herman 

Accountant Married 
Res. 1588 Carroll St. 
Bus. 1450 Broadway 
Proposed by Abraham Pollack 
and Nathan Wolfe 

Karron, Murray 
Unmarried 

Res. 1641 President St. 
Proposed by Abraham Pollack 
and Aaron Pollack 

Klein, David 

City. Govt. Unmarried 

Res. 969 Carroll St. 

Bus. Boro Hall 

Proposed by Milton D. Balsam 

Kramer, Irving M. 
Unmarried 
Res. 1740 Carroll St. 
Proposed by Abraham Pollack 
and Aaron Pollack 

Levin, Miss Stella 

Res. 836 Eastern Parkway 
Loonin, Al 

Paper Unmarried 

Res. 268 East 53rd St. 

Bus. 92 Greene St. 

Proposed by Irving Levine 

and William Rosenberg 

Mast, Irwin 

Attorney, Unmarried 
Res. 484 Vermont St. 
Bus. 66 Court St. 

Meltzer, Benjamin 

Vending Machines Married 
Res. 436 Eastern Parkwa y 
Bus. 3903 Seventh Ave. 
Proposed by Martin M. Goldman 

Molbert, Louis 

Furrier Unmarried 
Res. 456 Vermont St. 
Bus. 43 West 29th St. 

Sommer, Miss Esther 
Res. 7 East 17th St. 

Tepper, Miss Martha 
Res. 232 Corbin Place 

Zucker, Harry 

Lawyer Unmarried 

Res. 901 Washington Ave. 

Bus. 16 Court St. 

Proposed by Sam Schoenfeld 

Zucker, Abe 

Bond Broker Unmarried 
Res. 901 Washington Ave. 
Bus. 115 Broadway 
Proposed by Sam Schoenfeld 
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The following has applied for re-in- 
statement in the Brooklyn Jewish Cen- 
ter: 

Geller, I. William 
Lawyer Married 
Res. 1320 - 50th St. 
Bus. 44 Court St. 

EMANUEL GREENBERG, 
Chairman Membership Com. 

CENTER RESTAURANT 

The restaurant of the Center is open 
for members and their guests every 
Sunday from 12 noon to 5 P. M Ex- 
cellent full course dinners are served 
at $1.00 per person; also a la cartt. 
Members of the Center are invited to 
have their Sunday meals in our res- 
taurant. 

Due to the Testimonial Dinner to 
Rabbi Levinthal which will be held this 
Sunday evening, February 13th, the 
Restaurant will be closed on that day. 



SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of candles at 5:11 P.M. 

Friday evening services at 5:11. 

Sabbath morning services, Parsha 
Tzaiveh, will commence at 8:45 
o'clock. 

Cla ss in Ein Yaakov under the 
leadership of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh at 
4:15 P. M. 

Mincha services at 5:10 o'clock. 



DAILY SERVICES 

Morning services at 7 and 8 o'clock. 
Mincha services at 5:10 o'clock. 



IN MEMORIAM 

It is with deep regret that we an- 
nounce the death of our member 

fHrs. fHnrrtfi iSnsrrtftplfi 

of 354 Xew York Avenue who passed 
away on Friday, Fehruary 4th. 

To the family of the deceased and 
to all her friends and relations the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center extends its 
deepest condolences. 



THE PRIDE THAT 

ENOBLES 
o 

Pride is not always laudable. 
But pride in the Brooklyn Jew- 
ish Center is worthy, because 
it is a beautiful institution — 
beautiful physically and beau- 
tiful in its spiritual influence. 

Communicate this pride to 
to those who do not yet know 
the Center, so that we may 
add them to our membership. 
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Open All Year 



Miami Beach's Newest and Most Modern Hotel 



WALDORF TOWERS HOTEL 

On the Ocean at 9th Street 



EUROPEAN PLAN 



Owner Management 

Abraham Halperin 

Robert B. Hyatt, Mgr. 



DR. LEVINTHAL'S FIRST SERMON 

{Continued on page 7) 



pie to devote money for building- 
monuments to show their appreciation 
of great men, since the Jewish great 
men whose works were not universal 
could expect no distinction from non- 
Jews. However, those men whose 
works were so extensive and universal 
as to attract world-wide attention, even 
they, at their death, received no ac- 
knowledgment in the way of a monu- 
ment because of race prejudice. Even 
when the person in question was a 
renegade to his religion, still, when he 
died, the prejudice lay in the fact that 
he was horn a Jew, though he died 
otherwise. Heinrich Heine, whose Ger- 
man poetry, by the way, was translat- 
ed from the original into other lan- 
guages bv Dr. Solomon Mandelkern, 
the departed in whose memory this 



meeting is called, was one of those 
men who, at his death was not honor- 
ed so much by the countries of Europe 
as to allow a monument to be erected 
in his memory, and a monument had 
to be brought from Europe into the 
United States and placed in Central 
Park in the City of New York . . . 

This memorial service which we have 
instituted is not for the purpose of re- 
membering these imperishable men,, 
but to repeat their names, so that when 
we mention them we may bless them. 
It is our purpose to mention their 
names so that the public here assem- 
bled may be inspired by the great work 
which they have accomplished and fol- 
low their example, so that in this way 
the memories of these great men may 
be blessed . . . 



- FOR RENT - 



6 ROOMS WITH 3 BATHS 



985 PARK PLACE, BROOKLYN 

corn«r Brooklyn Av«nu« 

REASONABLE RENTAL — FINE LOCATION 



Hyman Aaron 



Telephone: PResident 4-5561 




4(>85 PITKW AVE 
BROOKLYN. NY 



WEDDING 
DECORATIONS 
Our Specialty 



We Carry A Complete 
Lin* of 

Fruit Baskets 

for every occasion 



THE BROOKLYN JEWISH 
CENTER'S OFFICIAL 
FLORIST 



TELEPHONE DICKENS 2-4000 
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SELECTIONS FROM DR. LEVINTHAL'S SERMONS 

{Continued from page 14) 



that the ceremonies and rituals did for 
the Jew. Nay more, they even suc- 
ceeded in creating for the Jew the 
illusion that he was living in his own 
land. 

* * * 

There is a deep significance in the 
words of the Talmud concerning our 
Torah, our Judaism: "the beginning 
and the end thereof is Gemihit Hasa- 
dim — the performance of loving kind- 
ness." Judaism is not only ethical, but 
ethics constitutes its essence, its na- 
ture — "its beginning, its middle and 
its end." As the renowned philosopher 
Herman Cohen so well expressed it, 
"Ethics is the vital principle, the soul 
of Judaism." No wonder that when 
the great legalist, Rabbi Akiba, wants 
to state the most comprehensive rule 
in the Torah, he cites the classic verse: 
"Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self"; that Ben Azai, another legalist, 
goes yet further and finds an even 
broader principle in the words: "This 
is the book of the generations of Adam, 
in the day that God created man, in 
the likeness of God made He him" — 
the recognition of the Divine in every 
human being; that Millel, when about 
to summarize the whole Torah in one 



phrase, said: "What is distasteful to 
thee do not unto others." 

Love is grand and noble if it is 
based upon justice, not if it dispenses 
with justice. "What doth the Lord re- 
quire of thee?" asks the Prophet, and 
he wisely answers: "To do justly and 
to love mercy ! The reverse would 
shatter human society. The Rabbis 
conceive of God as sitting upon the 
throne of justice, and only after He 
is through viewing the world through 
the eyes of justice does He take His 
seat upon the throne of life and mercy. 
Ahad Ha Am, in one of his brilliant 
essays, shows the philosophic differ- 
ence in the emphasis upon these two 
qualities: "If I practice love to that 
extent that when you smite me on the 
right cheek, I turn to you the left also, 
I am encouraging injustice — I, like 
you, am guilty of the fact that injus- 
tice is practiced !" 

That is just the charge that is hurled 
against the predominant religion — 
that it taught submission in love to all 
injustice practised on earth, with the 
promise of bliss in another world in 
return for this submissiveness. Where 
injustice reigns love loses its bene- 



Prompt Deliveries N. Y. State L. ESI 
Phone PResident 3-8265 



A. FELDMAN 
RETAIL WINE & 
LIQUOR STORE 

Imported and Domestic 

WINES and 
LIQUORS 



780 NOSTRAND AVE. 

Bet Sterling 4 St Johns PL, BTclyn. N. Y. 




ficent quality. "Thou shalt surely re- 
prove thy neighbor." Judaism de- 
mand*, if his actions are contrary to 
the standards of right and justice. The 
ideal society will exist only when the 
words of the Prophet shall be fulfilled, 
when justice shall "well up as the wa- 
ters and righteousness as a mighty 
stream." 



FLATBUSH 
CHAPEL 

WM. SHERMAN AND SONS 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 



1283 Coney Island Avenue 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

Phone: ESplanade 7-7300 



BRANCH: 125 Varet Street 
Phone— PUlaski 5-0167 



MEMORIAL 



DIGNIFIED 

AND 

DISTINCTIVE 
SERVICES 
AT HOME 

OR 

CHAPEL 
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A 



MESSAGE 



OF 



CONGRATULATION 



RABBI ISRAEL HERBERT LEVINTHAL 




It is fitting that we, on this day, make known to you our deep 
devotion. 

I speak for all your flock, when I, in this public way, ask you to 
receive our thanks and gratitude. For you have been as a bea- 
con light by which we have charted our Course of Life; show- 
ing us the way of and the way to God. You have taught us, by 
word and by precept, of Love and of Beauty, of Truth and of 
Understanding, of Faith and of Tolerance. 

In presenting these congratulations and heartfelt good wishes, 
we feel that it is indeed we who have been fortunate in having 
you as our leader . . . that we, at this time, should dedicate our- 
selves to those principles so well exemplified by your life. 
May we, Rabbi Levinthal, continue to have the great good for- 
tune of having you as our spiritual leader for many, many years 
to come. 

And you know that our sincerest wish is for your greatest hap- 
piness here with us. 



SEARS, ROEBUCK AND CO. 



T O 




0 n His 





BEDFORD AVE. and BEVERLY ROAD 



BROOKLYN. N. Y. 
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TRIBUTES TO DR. LEVINTHAL 

(Continued from page 11) 

that I have done whatever was in my 
power to help promote the interests of 
my fellow Jews. And for all this I 
am sincerely grateful to you. 

May God bless you and your fam- 
ily with health, happiness and content- 
ment. 



By HARRY A. HARRISON 

SEVERAL weeks ago, President 
Roosevelt gave "the small busi- 
ness man" an opportunity to speak his 
mind on the problems confronting this 
nation. 

During this week-end, on the pul- 
pit, at the banquet to you by which 
this Center honors itself, and in the 
Review, you will be learning compli- 
mentary things about yourself, ex- 
pressed by the great leaders of Jewry. 
I hope that you, too, will be interested 
to know what the "small man" of the 
community which you serve, thinks of 
you. We who have been "sitting at 
your feet" for these many years, hold 
you in very high esteem because you 
have really filled the role of leader as 
well as teacher and preacher. 

Whenever you have thundered 
against injustices in the economic life 
of our nation, and have taken the lead- 
ership in the fight for social justice as 
demanded by our Bible, we have cheer- 
ed inwardly, and among ourselves 
have said, "God bless our Rabbi for 
having the courage to brave the wrath 
that sometimes dares to stultify and 
stifle a religious leader's convictions." 

Your untiring efforts in behalf of 
the upbuilding of Eretz Israel have 
made us feel that you were not ren- 
dering lip service to the two thousand 
year old prayers of the Jewish people 
for the redemption of the Land of our 
Forefathers. Of course a rabbi should 
help such a noble cause. But you have 
given of your time and strength in 
such unstinted and joyous measure 
that we have been glad to follow in the 
path you have pointed out to us. 

Even when you have taken us to 
task for not being more zealous in 
bringing Jewish knowledge and learn- 
ing into the lives and homes of our 
community, we have felt that we have 
deserved even more chastisement. For 
we are "the people of the Book" — and 
how dare we neglect the sacred herit- 
age that justifies our existence as a 
people ! 

Finally — we salute you for your con- 
stant efforts to open the doors of our 
institution ever wider to those who 



either cannot or will not join our mem- 
bership ranks. Permitting our Center 
to be a "rich man's club" or an ex- 
clusive gathering place for a small 
minority, would have defeated the very 
purpose and ideals that should moti- 
vate a center. 

And so, Rabbi Levinthal, we who 
delight in hearing your voice and 
grasping your hand in sincere friend- 
ship, wish you many more birthdays, 
surrounded by loved ones, and rejoic- 
ing in the certainty of Zion's redemp- 
tion and mankind's return to sanity 
and peace. 



GREETINGS FROM 
THE OFFICERS OF THE CENTER 

OX' behalf of the membership of 
the Center we want to extend 
our hearty greetings to our esteemed 
and revered Rabbi, Dr. Israel Herbert 
Levinthal. on the occasion of his 50th 
birthday. 

\Yc are grateful to you foi the years 
or splendid leadership and the {dory 
which you have brought upon our in- 
stitution. We pray that God may give 
you strength and health so that you 
may continue to add lustre to our in- 
stitution and to all Israel. 

Joseph M. Schwartz, President 
Henry Seinfel Hyman Aaron 

1 >t Vice Pres. 2nd Vice Pres. 

Moses Ginsberg Max Herzfeld 

Treasurer Secretarv 



GREETINGS FROM 
THE HEBREW SCHOOL AND 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 

THE teachers and students of the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center Hebrew 
School and Sunday School send their 
heartiest greetings to their spiritual 
leader, guide and principal, Rabbi Is- 
rael H. Levinthal, on the occasion of 
his 50th jubilee. 

May he be blessed with many, many 
years to continue to be our inspiration 
and guide. 

Hebrew School Faculty 
Mordecai Halevi, Head Teacher, Ben- 
jamin Hirsh, Emanuel M. Edelstein, 
Jean Serbin-Beder, Ray Edelstein, Be- 
renica Grayzel, secretary, Rabbi Mor- 
decai H. Lewittes, Principal, Sunday 
School. 



On this occasion we want to thank 
you, Rabbi Levinthal, for all that you 
have done for our organization and 
express the fervent hope that you and 
yours may be blessed with many years 
of health and happiness. 

Mrs. Albert Witty, President 
Mrs. f.Lowenfeld Mrs. M. Bernhardt 

1st Vice Pres. 2nd Vice Pres. 

Mrs. VV. I. Siegel Mrs. H. Rachmil 
3rd Vice Pres. Treasurer 
Mrs. I. Wiener. Secretarv 



GREETINGS FROM CENTER 
ACADEMY HEBREW STAFF 

HEARTIEST congratulations and 
best wishes to you Dr. Levinthal 
on your 50th birthday. May you con- 
tinue to lead and inspire your com- 
munity for many years to come. 

Irene Bush 
Lillie Rubee Betty Unger 



THE MAKING OF A RABBI 

(Continued from page 7) 

Law.*' It brought high praise from 
lawyers and jurists as an important 
contribution to legal scholarship. 

Strangely, or perhaps not strangely 
at all, this was the work which had 
led Dr. Levinthal to deviate from his 
chosen vocation, but was completed in 
the full glory of the knowledge that his 
service was right and needed, and that 
he was on the threshold of a career 
of even greater service. 



SISTERHOOD GREETINGS 

THE Sisterhood of the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center extends its sincere 
congratulations and best wishes to 
Rabbi Levinthal on his 50th birthdav. 



COMING FORUM 
LECTURES 

FEB. 28— 

VICKY BAUM 

Famous Novelist, Author of 
Grand Hotel," elc. 

MARCH 14— 

ANNA LOUISE STRONG 

Author and Foreign Correspondent 
MARCH 21— 

RABBI SOLOMON GOLDMAN 

Brilliant Orator and Author 
MARCH 28— 

ALEXANDER KERENSKY 

Leader of Russian Revolution 
Former Premier of Russia 



INDIVIDUAL PROBLEMS MET 

AS COMPANY AIDS 

TROUBLED PROPERTY OWNERS 



BUT the other day, before paying a small judgment obtained 
against one of our assureds,* the Consolidated Taxpayers 
Mutual Insurance Company arranged for money owed as 
rent by the claimant-tenant, to be deducted and sent to the 
landlord. Our claim file had indicated that the tenant was be- 
hind in rent. 

Each time an application is offered to the company, a check is 
made on prior rates to ascertain their correctness, resulting, in 
many instances, in a saving to our assureds. 

There are often claims presented to a landlord which he desires 
his insurance company to fight, as he is convinced they are 
fraudulent — and settle when legitimate. 

The assured's advice as to the best method of handling claimant- 
tenants is also sought. 

This practice is but one of the examples of the close cooperation 
that exists between the Consolidated Taxpayers Mutual Insur- 
ance Company and its assureds. 

*Name and address gladly given upon request. 



CONSOLIDATED TAXPAYERS 
MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY 

COMMISSION PAID TO BROKERS 

164 MONTAGUE STREET HARRY STRONGIN 

TRiangle 5-5300 President 



Saving with Assurance 



We JOIN THE HOST OF 
RABBI ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL'S 
ADMIRERS IN CELEBRATING 
HIS FIFTIETH BIRTHDAY . . . 
THROUGH HIS WORK. AND 
THROUGH HIS FINE PERSON- 
ALITY. HE HAS BEEN AN IN- 
SPIRATION TO THE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY. 



TREE -MARK SHOE COMPANY 

6 DELANCEY STREET NEW* YORK CITY 



(7h&. (7&wtyklun. 



THE INERTIA OF THE 
JEWISH PEOPLE 

PAUL MUNI -THE MAN 
WHO WALKS ALONE 

THE ART OF GIVING 

DR. ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 
LOVINGLY HONORED 

JEWISH EVENTS REVIEWED 



REPORT OF CENTER 
ACTIVITIES FOR 1937 



MARCH 



1938 



cA {Memorial of \Qove and Foresight 



EVERY mature person appreciates the foresight of those who 
provide — in — advance — for a final resting place. We have 
often seen the hardship, grief, bewilderment and unneces- 
sary expense of having to select a burial site hurriedly. 

Very often a stranger or a neighbor is called upon to make 
this decision at the last minute. Naturally, no outsider can possi- 
bly take care of such an important matter. 

Thoughtful men and women should give this inevitable con- 
tingency careful consideration in advance and not wait until the 
emergency arises. 

THE BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER is offering to its members 
and their friends an opportunity to select a final resting place 
on the beautiful grounds owned by the institution on the old 
Montefiore Cemetery at Springfield, L. I. 

These private family plots are sold at prices below the 
market value, and upon convenient terms of payment. 

Write TODAY for additional information using the coupon 
printed below, or telephone the Center office (PResident 4-1400.) 



Brooklyn Jewish Center, 
667-691 Eastern Parkway, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Please send to the address below your illus- 
trated booklet giving detailed information re- 
garding your private family plots on the old 
Montefiore cemetery. 

Name 

Address 
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THE INERTIA OF THE JEWISH 

PEOPLE 



THE seemingly infinite capacity of 
human nature to resist shock 
and to accustom itself imme- 
diately to the abnormal in human re- 
lationships, daily receives new ex- 
amples. In a world based on order and 
operating under some fair approxima- 
tion of the Ten Commandments and 
the Golden Rule, one would expect 
that the atrocities which have be- 
come a commonplace as a result of 
European power politics would shock 
mankind into action and resistance. 
The trouble, however, is that they have 
become commonplace and that accept- 
ance has tempered their novelty. Other- 
wise, it is impossible to explain the 
general apathy of millions of people 
towards the sufferings of other mil- 
lions of human beings. 

It is believed that these statements 
are true of the generality, despite the 
periodic issuance of polite notes of 
protest by officials in high places. 
There is a grim irony, for instance, in 
the fact that our State Department ex- 
pressed horror over the bombing of 
civilians in Barcelona at the same time 
that the Neutrality policy of the United 
States inevitably results in the Loyal- 
ist government being unable to receive 
adequate supplies of arms and muni- 
tions, at the same time that these wea- 
pons are plentifully furnished to the 
Rebels "by certain European powers." 

Vague expressions of a belief in re- 
ligious freedom and the equality of the 
races emanate even from the White 
House, but nothing in the last five 
tragic years has been said or done 
which might have been parallel to the 
energetic action of the elder Roose- 
velt in 1908 in respect to Russia. 

More distrubing, however, than the 
cynical indifference of many and the 
apathy of most, is the inertia of the 
Jewish people. We have been imperiled 
many times in the course of history 
and there have been periods such as 



those following the crusades when the 
toll of Jewish lives was frightful. 
Never, however, before, have the Jews 
throughout the world been faced by so 
concerted an effort, in such envenomed 
form and measure, and backed by such 
high governmental authority to com- 
pletely eradicate them not only from 
positions of authority and respect, but 
even from the enjoyment of the most 
elementary rights of human beings. 
And yet, what is the reaction of the 
Jewish people? In the places of per- 
secution, it is a combination of des- 
pair and resignation, but in America, 
where Jews are free and relatively rich, 
and with some power and with numer- 
ous means of molding public opinion — 
in this America, the four and a half 
million Jews who form the last large 
remnant of an effective Jewry sit by 
with hands clasped and arms folded 
and, except in the person of a few in- 
spired leaders, do nothing of any con- 
sequences to meet the challenge to the 
entire Jewish people. 



The separation of three thousand 
miles of ocean appears to have created 
a spiritual chasm of separation which 
at present, at least, is not being bridged 
or even attempted to be lessened. We 
have for five years simulated but the 
shadow of a boycott — yet Nazi Ger- 
many continues its practices. We have 
for over twenty years had an oppor- 
tunity to solve the Jewish problem by 
the redemption of Palestine — yet the 
Jewish National Fund owns only 6% 
of the land in Palestine. We have for 
years talked about the Polish Jews and 
the Rumanian Jews — and at the end 
of these years there are today five mil- 
lion Jews in Central Europe and the 
Balkans whose latter lot is worse than 
their former lot, and who know not to- 
day to what further extremes of de- 
gradation they may in the immediate 
future be subjected. 

These conditions are an indictment 
of the Jewish people of America which 
in their individual souls and in the 
verdict of their people's history con- 
stitutes a burden of guilt almost be- 
yond measure. 

We know the inadequacies of our 
present reaction and program. May 
God grant that the future will see a 
change! _ W> t s 



THE "REVIEW" 5 YEARS OLD 



UNHERALDED, the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center Review made its 
appearance five years ago, in 
March 1933. The enlarged publication 
was the natural outgrowth of the ex- 
panded activities of the institution by 
which it is published. 

We are, in all frankness, proud of 
this youngest of Center activities and 
its remarkable achievement. We are 
proud of the many praises that have 
been bestowed upon the publication by 
men and women prominent in Jewish 
life, as well as by others whose opin- 
ion we value highly. The Review has 
been regarded as an important addition 
to the field of Anglo- Jewish publica- 
tions, and the finest and largest peri- 
odical of any issued by the Jewish in- 
stitutions of this country. 

Vainglorious as all this sounds, and 
objectionable as all boasting is, there is 



some justification in this case for vain- 
glory and boastfulness. The Brooklyn 
Jewish Center generally is remark- 
able organization, incorporating re- 
markable features, and it is well that 
the members should be fully aware 
of what they possess. Taking virtues 
for granted is a good characteristic, 
but not in institutional affairs. 

We close this first chapter in the 
history of the Review with a word of 
sincere thanks to all those who have 
in a small or large measure made its 
success possible. Gratefully we ac- 
knowledge our debt to our contribu- 
tors, advertisers and all those who have 
encouraged us in our work. Proud as 
we are of the past record of the Re- 
view we look forward to its enlarge- 
ment and yet greater achievement in 
the years before us. J. G. 
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THE ART OF GIVING 



ONE may give from his waelth, 
his possessions, or from his time, 
his efforts, for the sake of others. In 
a sense every human being is giving, 
is contributing something to the wel- 
fare or well-being of his fellow-men. 
We are all more or less interdependent 
and our lives depend mainly on the 
contributions given to this world by 
people who preceded us, and life will 
continue on this planet of ours thanks 
to the gifts and contributions we make 
to it in our own generation. As Kant 
said : "Man cannot get on with his fel- 
lows and he cannot do without them." 

But there are two main ways of giv- 
ing: One is the involuntary way, the 
so-called unconscious way — one gives 
because life demands it of him, just 
as one works at a task because other- 
wise he might starve. The other way 
is the voluntary way, giving conscious- 
ly by being aware of it and being hap- 
py because of it — as one is happy 
while creating a work of art. One may 
work much harder at a creative task 
than he ever worked for his living, but 
he finds pleasure in this activity, he 
is absorbed in it to the exclusion of 
everything else; his self is completely 
immersed in his work, he feels one 
with it and he finds compensation in 
his work for all other hardships and 
disillusions he might suffer. We are 
all familiar with the carefree easy life 
of the artist, who may be lacking what 
we call the first necessities of life, but 
who is happy and content, neverthe- 
less, with his art. On the other hand 
we find so many of the well-to-do, 
who lead an uninteresting life, made 
up chiefly of drudgery, a routine life, 
that is incomplete, always seeking ex- 
citement, always wishing to run away 
from themselves, as it were. 

To live a full life, to be happy — at 
least, at certain moments — one should 
realize that for one's own good one 
must find an interest in something 
aside from ordinary routine work, 
aside from hustling to make money in 
business, in a profession, or in any 
other pursuit. One of the greatest aids 
to a man's happiness is to learn and 
practice the art of giving. I use "learn" 
not in the sense that the word is em- 
ployed to describe the acquisition of a 
skill, but rather in the sense of ac- 
quiring that sixth sense, the so-called 
intuitive precept, which only the 
chosen few possess, for giving is really 



By EMANUEL M. EDELSTEIN 

Dedicated to my esteemed friend, Dr. 
I. H. Levinthal, who smilingly gives to 
all that is worthy and noble. 



an art, just as painting or writing 
good poetry is an art, with this ex- 
ception only, that whereas the Seven 
Arts are God-given gifts, this eighth 
art, the art of giving, is man-made. It 
is man's invention and is therefore 
available everywhere, and everyone 
may have it and enjoy the fruits of it. 
However, the pleasure derived from 
practicing this art rightly, and the hap- 
piness enjoyed by the artist are by no 
means less significant or, may we say, 
less worthwhile than those offered by 
any other art. 

Readers of the Bible are very much 
impressed by the beautiful story of 
Abraham receiving the three men 
(who, according to the legend, were 
disguised angels) on a hot day at his 
tent, and offering them water and 
food. What a glow of happiness must 
have emanated from the face of that 
patriarch, the artist of hospitality, 
when his three guests, whom he saw 
for the first time, partook of his ela- 
borately prepared feast! "And he 
stood over them underneath the tree 
and they ate," says the Bible, pictur- 
ing in simple language a scene of calm 
contentment and blissful happiness. 
What more should one desire? 

Our ancient Hebrew literature refers 
a great deal to the act of giving and 
its implications. "A man's giving ex- 
pands his heart, makes him feel well," 
says our wise King Solomon in his 
Proverbs. In another instance, refer- 
ring to the ways of the slothful, the 
lazy, who cannot find any worthwhile 
activity, the Proverbs say : "All day he 
feels a great longing, but the righteous 
gives and does not spare," meaning 
that once yon have discovered the art 
of giving, you need not worry about 
being lonesome or deprived of activ- 
ities, or of having your time hang 
heavily upon you. 

One finds many instances of un- 
stinting giving in our own times. A 
striking example of the devotion of 
people to the art of giving can be 
found in the manner with which the 
chaluzim in Palestine, the modern 
pioneers, are building not only a name 
for the Jewish people, but a new civil- 



ization. These chaluzim, with their ut- 
most devotion to their task prove very 
concretely that there is joy and hap- 
piness in the process of giving one-self 
to a worthy cause. They drain swamps, 
build roads, turn waste-land into fer- 
tile fields with the same enthusiasm 
and forgetfulness as the painter cre- 
ates his work of art. In our own midst 
we witnessed the great deeds for the 
common good of such men as Louis 
Marshal and Felix W. Warburg. One 
championed the Jewish cause by giv- 
ing of his time, ability and great heart, 
the other with his money and love for 
fellow-men, both alike cultivating the 
art of giving and finding pleasure in 
it. 

Even the Hebrew word for charity, 
Zdakah, has a different connotation. 
The root of it, when analyzed philolo- 
gically, means pure, subtle, right, 
righteous. Giving charity then, in the 
Jewish sense, means to do a right 
thing, to act righteously, and what is 
yet more important, to know how to 
do it, to do it subtly, just as the great 
artist uses his brush or his pen. Some 
give because they are compelled to do 
it, while others give because they are 
pleased to do it. Mathematically the 
result is the same, but is that suffi- 
cient? Compare this with the oft-re- 
peated saying: "Some people live, be- 
cause they like to eat, while others eat, 
because they like to live." Here, too, 
the sum total is the same : eating and 
living. But what a difference in the 
conception of human life and human 
endeavor. In one case the eater is a 
mere animal, with an animal's appe- 
tite for food and nothing else. While 
in the other case the eater has a higher 
aim, an aim known only to man, who 
is the highest form of creation. The 
same is true in giving. Only those at- 
tain humanhood, who give with plea- 
sure, who can derive happiness from 
this act and who say: I give because 
I like to give; I give because I like 
to live a full, happy life, for in giving 
of my money, my time, my own self 
to the rest of humanity I project my- 
self into the world in which I live ; I 
become one with it and part of it." 

Taking a positive attitude towards 
giving will also teach one not to give 
indiscriminately, but to use good judg- 
ment and discretion when about to 
give. People to whom giving becomes 

{Continued on page 21) 
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RABBI LEVINTHAL LOVINGLY HONORED 
ON HIS FIFTIETH BIRTHDAY 



THE presentation of an engrossed 
copy of a resolution adopted by 
the Board of Trustees electing 
Dr. Israel H. Levinthal as rabbi of 
the Brooklyn Jewish Center for the re- 
mainder of his life, was the climax 
of a three day celebration in honor 
of his fiftieth birthday. The presen- 
tation was made by Mr. Joseph M. 
Schwartz, president of the institution, 
at the testimonial dinner tendered to 
Rabbi Levinthal on Sunday evening, 
February 13th. 

The celebration began on Friday 
evening, February 11th. The speakers 
were Rabbi Elias L. Solomon, Hon- 
orary President of the United Syna- 
gogue of America, and Rabbi Joseph 
Miller, President of the Brooklyn Jew- 
ish Ministers Association. Judge Em- 
anuel Greenberg presided. Rabbi Solo- 
mon spoke again at the Sabbath morn- 
ing services, stressing the place of 
leadership which Dr. Levinthal occu- 
pies in the American Rabbinate. He 
congratulated the Center on setting 
an example of fine relationship between 
the congregation and its spiritual lead- 
er, Mr. Samuel Rottenberg, Honorary 
President of the Center, introduced 
the speaker. 

The dinner on Sunday evening was 
attended by more than 450 members 
and friends of the guest of honor. 
Several days prior to the date set for 
the celebration, the committee was ob- 
liged to refuse acceptance of reserva- 
tions from those who wanted to pay 
their tribute to our beloved Rabbi, due 
to lack of accommodations. Those who 
filled the Banquet Hall to capacity 
witnessed one of the finest demonstra- 
tions of love and affection on the part 
of a community for a revered and re- 
spected leader. There were moments of 
tense emotion that found many with 
tears of joy. 

The address of welcome was de- 
livered by Mr. Samuel Rottenberg, 
chairman of the committee in charge 
of the dinner, who then intro- 
duced Mr. Jacob L. Holtzmann, who 
was the toastmaster. In a brief address 
Mr. Holtzmann pointed out the im- 
portance of the celebration in the life 
of the institution. He paid tribute to 
Mr. Louis J. Gribetz, chairman of the 
Editorial Board of the Brooklyn Jew- 
ish Center Review, and his associates, 



for the fine issue published in honor 
of the occasion. Rev. Zvi Hirsh Mas- 
liansky was the first speaker. The dean 
of Jewish orators spoke of Rabbi 
Levinthal's childhood. He appraised 
the lad of seven years when he met 
him in Philadelphia, and had hopes 
then that he would grow up to be a 
leader in Israel. Now, he said, Dr. 



Levinthal is not only a leader in his 
own community, but a leader of Amer- 
ican Jewry. He brought the entire au- 
dience to its feet when, lovingly, he 
embraced the guest of honor and his 
father, the aged Rabbi B. L. Levin- 
thal of Philadelphia. 

He was followed by Prof. Louis 
Finkelstein, Provost of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America, by 
Mr. Bernard Semel, well known com- 
munal leader, and Rabbi B. L. Levin- 
thal. The concluding address was de- 
livered by Dr. Israel H. Levinthal. 
Extracts from these addresses will be 
found elsewhere in this publication. 
Hon. Edward Lazansky, who graced 
the dais, was unable to speak due to 
the condition of his health. 

Hundreds of telegrams of congratu- 
lation were received by Dr. Levinthal 
and the committee. Due to the lateness 
of the hour, Mr. Holtzmann limited 
himself to the reading of but a few of 
these, namely those received from Dr. 
Chaim Weizmann, Prof. David Yellin, 



Neumann of Palestine, and Mr. Hen- 
ry Seinfel, First Vice-President of the 
Center, whose illness prevented him 
from attending the celebration. 

The dinner and dance music was 
furnished by Henry Tobias and his or- 
chestra. Rev. Samuel Kantor, cantor 
of the Center, Rev. Zavel Kwartin and 
Bracha Zfira participated in the rau- 



Dr. David Tannenbaum, and Emanuel 
sical program. When the diners filed 
out they were presented with an auto- 
graphed engraving of Dr. Levinthal as 
a souvenir of the occasion. 

The celebration was marked by a 
number of editorials and special ar- 
ticles in the Yiddish and Anglo-Jewish 
press, dealing with Dr. Levinthal's 
career and accomplishments in the fifty 
years of his life. Tributes were paid 
to him by The Day, in an article by 
Mordecai Dantzes, in The Jewish 
Morning Journal in an article by Dr. 
Abraham Asen, in The Hebrew Week- 
ly Hadoar in an article by its editor, 
Menachem Ribalov and in the New 
York Jewish News. Editorials appear- 
ed in the American Hebrezv, The Jew- 
ish Examiner, the English section of 
The Day, Dos Yiddish e Folk, Anshe 
Emet Bulletin, The Bulletin of the 
Flatbush Jczvish Center, and other 
publications. 



RESOLUTION adopted at a meeting of the Board of Trustees of 
the Brooklyn Jewish Center, held on February 2, 1938. 

WHEREAS Dr. Israel Herbert Levinthal has rendered loyal 
and devoted and invaluable service to the institution as its Rabbi and 
spiritual leader, 

WHEREAS the Board of Trustees is desirous of giving expression 
to the great esteem and affection in which he is held by the members 
of the institution — and its appreciation of his devotion and service to the 
interests of Jewry — 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees does 
hereby elect Dr. Israel H. Levinthal as the Rabbi of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center for the remainder of his life — 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF this resolution shall be spread in 
full upon the minutes of the Board of Trustees of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center and an engrossed copy thereof signed by the officers of the in- 
stitution be presented to Dr. Israel Herbert Levinthal as evidence of such 
action and as a token of our Esteem, Reverence and Affection. 

Joseph M. Schwartz, President 
Henry Seinfel, Vice-President Moses Ginsberg, Treasurer 

Hyman Aaron, Vice-President Max Herzfeld, Secretary 
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WORLD-WIDE TRIBUTES POUR 
IN ON ADMIRED LEADER 



SEVERAL hundred messages 
were received by the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center congratulating 
Rabbi Levinthal on the occasion of his 
fiftieth birthday anniversary. They 
were from organizations and institu- 
tions in which Dr. Levinthal has taken 
an active part, from men and women 
prominent in public life and from 
friends of the rabbi. 

Dr. Chaim Weizmann, President of 
the World Zionist Organization, 
cabled : 

"Heartiest congratulations on fifti- 
eth birthday of your revered Rabbi 
who instilled knowledge of Judaism 
and love of Zion into your hearts. 
May he be granted many years in 
which to continue his devoted service." 

Another cable was received from 
Menachem M. Ussishkin, President of 
the Jewish National Fund Head Office 
at Jerusalem : 

"Please add my congratulations to 
the multitude of greetings which you 
have already received. God grant that 
you live to see the complete redemp- 
tion of our people and homeland!" 

From the Zionist Headquarters in 
London came this greeting : 

"Heartiest congratulations otti the 
happy occasion of your fiftieth anni- 
versary. Warmest good wishes for 
many more years of happy fruitful 
work for cause." 

The famous Jewish author, Ludwig 
Lewisohn wrote: 

"May I say how distressed I am to 
have been away and to have lost the 
privilege of publicly expressing the 
profound admiration and esteem which 
— as I hope he knows — I entertain for 
Dr. Levinthal? He has done a rare 
thing; he has built up a great Jewish 
institution animated by the greatness 
of his soul and aspirations and he has, 
at the same time, continued his crea- 
tive scholarly work from which I and 
many others have derived instruction 
and edification." 

Several organizations commemorat- 
ed the occasion in a more fitting man- 
ner. The Brooklyn Board of Hadassah 
and the Bedford Group Hadassah 
planted fifty trees each in Palestine 
through the Jewish National Fund. 
The Women's League for Palestine 
dedicated a chain in the Jerusalem Beth 
Hachaluzoth in honor of Dr. Levinthal 
and the Eastern Parkway Zionist Dis- 



trict inscribed Rabbi Levinthal in the 
Golden Book of the Jewish National 
Funds. 

Among the organizations who paid 
tribute to the Rabbi are the following : 

American Friends Service Commit- 
tee, Clarence E. Picket, Executive Sec- 
retary. 

American Ort Federation, Philip 
Blick, Executvie Director. 

Association of Reform Rabbis, 
Rabbi Sidney S. Tedesche, President. 

Avukah, Dr. Joseph H. Cooper, Na- 
tional Chairman of Special Funds. 
Bnai Zion Assn., Toronto, Canada 

Board of Governors Junior Federa- 
tion. 

Brooklyn Chapter Hadassah, Mrs. 
David Sobel, Acting President. 

Brooklyn Hebrew Home and Hos- 
pital for the Aged, Mrs. Philip Bren- 
ner, President. 

Brooklyn, Jewish Ministers Associa- 
tion, Rabbi Joseph Miller, President. 

Brooklyn Junior League, Women's 
League for Palestine, Mae Wittner, 
President. 

Congregation Shaari Zedek of 
Brooklyn, Abraham Brill, President. 

Deborah Tuberculosis Sanitarium, 
Nathan Mintz, Regional Director. 
Federation of Polish Jews in America, 

Z. Tygol, Exec. Director 

Flatbush Zionists, Samuel Rothstein 
and Samuel Berson. 

Histadruth Ivrith, Abraham Gold- 
berg, President. 

Ivriah, Eastern Parkway Division, 
Mrs. Fannie Engel, Chairman. 
Jewish Education Assn., Bernard 

Semel, Hon. Sec. 

Jewish National Fund, Rabbi Israel 
Goldstein, President. 

Ladies Auxiliary of Brooklyn for 
Orphan Girls Home in Jerusalem, 
Mrs. Sadie Danzer, President. 

League for Labor Palestine, Dr. 

Alexander S. Kohanski, Nat. Sec. 

Menorah Association, Henry Hur- 
witz, Chancellor. 

Mizrachi Women's Organization, 
Mrs. Abraham Shapiro, President. 

National Board Hadassah, Mrs. 
Judith G. Eptstein, President. 

New York Board of Jewish Minis- 
ters, Rabbi Israel Goldfarb, President. 

Pride of Judea Children's Home. 

Rabbi Levinthal Lodge of Philadel- 
phia, Wolf Greenblatt, Secretary. 

Students of the Jewish Theological 



Seminary, Sidney Gutham, President. 

Telzer, Mirer, Slobodker and Bial- 
istoker Yeshivoth. 

Temple Petach Tikvah. 

United Palestine Appeal, Samuel 
Blitz, Campaign Director. 

United Synagogue of America, 
Louis J. Moss, President and Rabbi 
Samuel M. Cohen, Executive Direc- 
tor. 

Women's League for Palestine, Rose 
Isaacs, Vice-President. 

Yeshiva Miskan Israel and Central 
Talmud Torah of Philadelphia, Rabbi 
Menachem M. Frankel, Dean. 

Young Israel of Eastern Parkway, 
Sol Levine, President. 

Zionist Organization of America, 
Morris Margulies, Secretary. 
Jewish Sanitarium and Hospital for 

Chronic Diseases, Max Blumberg, 

Pres. 

Women's League for Palestine, Mrs. 

Wra, Prince, Pres., Rose Isaacs, 

Vice. Pres. 
Yeshiva Chaim Berlin, Rabbi M. Shu- 

rin, Executive Director 

The following is a partial list of 
prominent leaders who sent their greet- 
ings: 

Rabbi Murray A. Alstet 

Dr. S. Bernstein, Palestine Bureau, 

Z. O. A. 
Dr. Simon Bernstein 
Rabbi Jesse Bienenfeld 
Prof. Chaim Chernovitz 
Rabbi Paul Chertoff 
Rabbi Samuel M. Cohen 
Rabbi Armond E. Cohen 
Prof. Boaz Cohen 
Rabbi Aaron D. Burack 
Rabbi B. Reuben Weilerstein 
Prof, and Mrs. Israel Davidson 
Prof. Israel Efroe 
Rabbi Israel Elfenbein 
Rev. Alan M. Fairbank 
Rabbi Simon J. Finkelstein 
Prof. Louis Ginsburg 
Rabbi Joshua L. Goldberg 
Abraham Goldfarb 
Rabbi Israel Goldman 
Rabbi Solomon Goldman 
Rabbi Isidor Goodman 
(Glasgow, Scotland). 
Rabbi Robert Gordis 
Dr. Julius H. Greenstein 
Rabbi M. Heller 
Mrs. Rose G. Jacobs, Jerusalem 
Rabbi Isaac Landman 
Rabbi Alter F. Landesman 
Rabbi L. Langh 
, Rabbi Philip Langh 
Gov. Herbert H. Lehman 
Rabbi Jacob Levinson 
Rabbi Morris X. Lichtenstein 
{Continued on page 23) 
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Addresses Delivered at Levinthal Dinner 



By RABBI B. L. LEVINTHAL 

(Spoken in Hebrew and Transcribed 
and Translated by Rabbi M. H. 
Lewittes ) 

AS a member of the priestly caste 
commanded by God to bless 
the people, I wish to bless all 
those assembled here. May those who 
blessed my son be blessed! Blessings 
on my son, and on my daughter, who 
has faithfully stood by his side and 
helped him in all his achievements. 
Blessings on my son's children who 
walk in the path of our ancestors. 
Blessings on the Brooklyn Jewish Cen- 
ter and all the families who uphold it, 
so that they may continue to work 
shoulder to shoulder with my son to 
exalt the torch of the Torah and to 
aid our brethren throughout the world. 
May they be blessed with substance, 
honor and happiness! May God be 
with us and with all Israel! 

The speakers who have preceded me 
spoke of my son's distinguished ac- 
complishments. I shall not speak of 
his virtues but rather of his lack of 
defects. Leaders must be free of de- 
fects. The Bible states that a Leyite 
may no longer serve after attaining 
the age of fifty. It is otherwise with 
Kohanim. The priest serves until his 
dying day — but he may be disqualified 
if he has acquired a blemish, and there 
are ninety blemishes, any one of which 
may disqualify a priest ! I am happy 
to say of my son that he is devoid of 
blemishes — and that is his greatest vir- 
tue. He possesses neither physical nor 
spiritual blemish. All of his strength 
and talent without reserve are dedi- 
cated to the welfare of our people, our 
faith and the service of God. Why is 
it that a Levite is disqualified by age, 
but a priest only by defects? The 
Levite's work is menial ; he is occupied 
with the physical needs of the temple. 
The priest is a teacher, a guide and a 
leader, and as Dr. Finkelstein pointed 
out, our sages teach that one reaches 
his physical prime at thirty, but his 
intellectual prime at fifty. Thus one 
who maintains his spiritual and intel- 
lectual integrity may look forward to 
continued leadership. To such a one 
we may well apply the verse, "The 
righteous shall flourish like the palm- 
tree ; he shall grow like a cedar in 
Lebanon. Planted in the house of the 
Lord, they shall flourish in the courts 
of our God. They shall still bring 



forth fruit in old age." Once more I 
wish God's blessing upon my son, his 
wife and children. May the father re- 
joice in his progeny. May the Divine 
Presence rest upon my son, so that he 



I NEED not tell you what a great pri- 
vilege it is to be permitted to join 
with you on this occasion. It is truly 
a festive occasion for all American 
Jews, and for all the Jews of the 
world. 

I have had occasion to pay tribute 
to Dr. Levinthal here and elsewhere 
on various celebrations. But I am 
delighted to have the present oppor- 
tunity to speak not only on my own 
behalf but on behalf of Dr. Levinthal's 
fellow-directors and fellow-members 
of the faculty of the Jewish Theolo- 
gical Seminary. Dr. Levinthal serves 
the Seminary in every possible capa- 
city. He is a member of our faculty 
and a member of the Board of Trus- 
tees. 

I have spoken of Dr. Levinthal in 
the role of a man of peace, because 
that is one facet of his work, and I 
have spoken of him as a scholar. To- 
night I would like to speak to you of 
other factors of his character. To- 
night I want to speak of Dr. Levin- 
thal in the particular capacity which 
is his. 

The rabbis say that a man of fifty 
achieves the gift of wise counsel, and 
Dr. Levinthal is rapidly becoming the 
wise counsellor of American Jewry. 
He is not only the leader in traditional 
Judaism throughout America, he is the 
man to whom all look for wise coun- 
sel. Full of fervor for the Jewish 
cause, we look to him with great re- 
spect and great reverence for advice, 
particularly in these times when we are 
so much in need of wise counsel. I 
have noticed that in the eighteen years 
that he has been in this Center, not 
only has he been the advisor and coun- 
sellor, but each year has found him to 
be a more vigorous leader. This is 
something that is peculiar to us Jews. 
Among all other people vigorous lead- 
ers appear in their early years. Alex- 
ander the Great conquered the world 
in his late twenties. Napoleon was a 
great man in his twenties. The great 
world leaders of other people were 
great in their early years. They tried 



will succeed in all his future under- 
takings. May God redeem our Cap- 
tivity and restore our judges and our 
counselors as of old. May all Israel 
have the merit to ascend to Zion, soon 
and during our time. Amen ! 



to change the world when they were 
young. When our prophets are young 
they accept the world ; when they grow 
older they try to change it. Moses was 
eighty years old when he took the peo- 
ple of Israel out of Egypt. 

Leadership is not merely impulsive, 
but grows out of mature counsel. Now 
as I stand here congratulating Dr. 
Levinthal on his fiftieth birthday, I 
feel that this is truly a day of great 
rejoicing for all of us, because we 
are congratulating not only a great 
rabbi, a distinguished scholar, a mag- 
nificent teacher, but American Judaism 
on its ability to produce a leader of 
international Judaism. I can see how 
this man, who is expanding year after 
year, will lead us further and further, 
and how he is destined to rise as lead- 
er of our people. Many more people 
are going to look to him for guidance 
and help. 

At the beginning of this year our 
Seminary had to add a man to its fa- 
culty. We searched for a person who 
might be a teacher and leader of the 
future rabbis, and we could find no 
one who satisfied all groups so com- 
pletely, who we felt could be so fine 
an example as Dr. Levinthal. In spite 
of the fact that he already carried so 
many burdens, we begged him to take 
on the additional burden of coming to 
the Seminary and teaching. Usually, 
when a new man comes to our institu- 
tion he has difficulty with the students. 
The opinion of the elders is not usual- 
ly the opinion of the younger people. 
I was very much moved last week at 
the Seminary when I was talking with 
some of our boys about this great oc- 
casion, and I saw with what affection 
Dr. Levinthal is held by those young 
students who always think they know 
all about it and can teach their teach- 
ers. He has managed to captivate all 
sections of Israel — older groups and 
younger groups. We join together to 
give reverence to this great leader. 

Before I conclude, I want to quote 
the words of the psalmist which I 
(Continued on next page) 
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think expresses what all of us feel. 
"Happy is the man who fears God 
and goes in His way." A man who 
works for Judaism, who is tireless in 
his efforts to bring us back to God, 
whose work is shared by a beloved 
helpmate and brilliant children. This 
is the way of God. May the Lord bless 
you out of Zion. May there be peace 
and blessing on all Israel. 



DR. LEVINTHAL'S RESPONSE 



By BERNARD SEMEL 

MY friends, I thought that I would 
be spared from speaking at this 
gathering. I really do not belong to 
this great galaxy of speakers. 

It was said here that Moses was 80 
years old when he took the Jews out 
of Egypt. The question was once 
asked: "Ralbbi, how is it that when 
God wanted to bring the Torah to the 
Jews, that he picked out a man who 
was a stammerer?" The answer the 
rabbi gave was that He wanted to 
show that to speak of the Torah you 
need not be a great speaker, you may 
even be a stammerer. They wanted to 
show that to speak about Dr. Levinthal 
you don't have to be a great speaker. 

We came here to honor Rabbi Lev- 
inthal ; and I want to tell you that 
there is not a man or woman here who 
has more respect and more love for 
our honored guest than I. Somehow, 
whenever I hear Rabbi Levinthal I feel 
a mystic charm. Everytime Rabbi Lev- 
inthal starts to speak there is a cer- 
tain stillness or weakness in his voice ; 
but as he goes on, that voice becomes 
the voice of a lion, and gets better and 
better. It penetrates into the very soul. 
He is the finest English edition of 
Masliansky. I am still to find a man 
who is able to bring to you the Mid- 
rash as beautifully and as perfectly, as 
pleasing and as cheerful, and as clear- 
ly, as Rabbi Levinthal does. And be- 
cause of that, you and I are enjoying 
the greatness of this Center. When- 
ever I come into the Center I make a 
bracka. When I see men and women 
influenced by this institution as you 
are, friends, I feel we should make a 
shehecheuna and thank God for hav- 
ing this man as leader in this com- 
munity. May you increase in work and 
strength. May you be deserving of the 
services of Rabbi Levinthal, and may 
he continue from strength to strength ; 
may optimism penetrate this institu- 
tion, and the light of the Jewish peo- 
ple penetrate our hearts, 

God bless you, Dr. Levinthal, and 
you, Mrs. Levinthal, and may you 
have naches from your family. 



AFTER what I heard tonight, af- 
ter what I heard yesterday and 
Friday night, I am certain ,'of one 
thing : I will either have to buy a new 
hat tomorrow or stretch my old one. 

I was very much touched when Rev. 
Masliansky described how I looked 43 
years ago, when I wore, as he recalls, 
a black derby that was much larger 
than my head. I wondered why the 
commitee decided to present you with 
a photograph of me, tonight. Now I 
understand — they wanted you to see 
that I improved a little. I notice, how- 
ever, that the artist and the engraver 
cheated a little bit ; they wanted to im- 
prove too much. They gave me more 
hair than I have, and they wanted to 
remove some of the lines that are be- 
ginning to appear on my face. There 
is, however, something on that por- 
trait that is genuine, I assure you, the 
signature. That, I want you to believe 
me, comes from a heart that is faith- 
fully yours. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I am accus- 
tomed to speeches and speech- 
making. Words are the stock in trade 
of a rabbi. But I must confess to you 
that I really cannot find the words 
which would adequately express what 
is in my heart. One of the great Span- 
ish-Jewish writers, Abraham Ibn Ezra, 
defines human speech as : "The inter- 
preter of the speaker's heart to his 
listeners." Tonight, my speech is a 
very poor interpreter of what I feel 
in my heart. My heart is overflowing 
with gratitude. It is overflowing with 
gratitude to the trustees of this in- 
stitution, to the officers for this fine 
thing that they have done for me. My 
only hope and prayer is that I may 
prove myself worthy of that great 
trust that you have put in me. I am 
grateful to these distinguished men 
who have spoken to you : to Prof. 
Finkelstein who is so good and gen- 
erous in his estimate of me ; to my old 
friend, Rev. Masliansky; to Mr. Se- 
mel, and to the others. Above all I 
am filled with gratitude to the Al- 
mighty God for all the blessings that 
He has shown to me and particularly 
that I can have my honored father 
with me to share my joy on such an 
occasion. I am grateful to God that I 
have with me the wife of my youth, 
the one who has shared the struggles 
of my youth, who has been a real 
inspiration. I am grateful for my chil- 
dren, children who appreciate the glory 
of their Jewish heritage. And I am 



grateful to God for this great con- 
gregation which is mine. Yes, I feel 
that a Rabbi can thank God when he 
is blessed with the right kind of con- 
gregation. If I have achieved anything 
at all, it is due in large measure to 
you, because you demanded so much. 
I had to meet that challenge. I hope 
that in the years to come you will con- 
tinue to serve as my inspiration. 

You know, friends, I was somewhat 
worried when I learned that you plan- 
ned to give me this dinner. Accord- 
ing to the Bible, the Levite who served 
in the Temple had to retire when he 
was fifty years of age. He began to 
serve when he was twenty-five, but 
when he reached fifty he had to leave 
his services and could work no more. 
When I heard of this dinner, I thought 
that perhaps all of my members knew 
of this law and wanted this to serve 
as a gentle hint, that I could now re- 
tire. My honored father, in the beau- 
tiful Hebrew address which he deliv- 
ered, already pointed out to you that 
there is a distinction between the Le- 
vite and the Kohen, or priest. It was 
only with regard to the Levite that the 
Bible says he was not to work after 
he reached fifty. The rule did not ap- 
ply to the priest. Nor did it apply to 
the prophets or to the rabbis, who later 
succeeded the prophets. The prophets 
were at their best when they were old- 
er. Those of you who come from 
European lands know that when the 
communities had to select a rabbi they 
chose only an older man. Why is it 
that the Levite had to retire and the 
priest not? The answer is very sim- 
ple. The Levite had to do the actual 
physical labor — La-asos melacha; he 
had to do work with his hands or with 
his voice. When you do physical work 
alone, your strength gives away when 
you reach fifty. But the Kohen had a 
different function. The lips of the 
priests had to guard knowledge. 
Knowledge and learning ripens with 
age. It was only the Levite who had to 
retire. It is a sad commentary on the 
Rabbinate in America of today that 
congregations are forced to retire their 
spiritual leaders in middle age. In 
many temples the rabbi is only the 
Levite, not the Kohen. He does the 
work of an executive, not a rabbi. I 
can honestly say this of myself. I was 
the Levite here. I did do physical work 
here. I actually did melacha, but I tried 
with all the strength at my command 
{Continued on page 20) 
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Paul Muni - The Man Who Walks Alone 



By JOSEPH KAYE 



I THINK it was Jack London ^who 
coined the phrase "lone wolf." In 
our language today "lone wolf" 
has come to mean an adventurous per- 
son who walks alone. Except that 
Paul Muni is not an adventurous per- 
son, he can well be likened to a lone 
wolf, for he walks alone. 

Paul Muni has probably gained 
more distinction than any other movie 
actor. His "Pasteur" and "Zola" were 
the prize pictures of both last year 
and this, and it is his personal work 
that has given them their value. Yet 
he has few intimates either in Holly- 
wood or on the Broadway where he 
became noted before the screen re- 
flected his image. He is not a mixer. 
He does not discuss his affairs. He 
is affable and courteous when with 
people, but is actually aloof. Often 
he gives the impression of being hard- 
boiled to the extent of callousness. 
He is even disinclined to be too close 
to those who were able to befriend 
him, for he has the feeling that his 
obligation to them would make him 
less independent. He is grateful, and 
would return the favor if he could, 
but that is a pact betwen himself and 
his conscience. 

The world considers Paul Muni a 
great actor, but he himself is not sure. 
He wants to be a great actor and the 
art of acting absorbs all his thoughts 
and energies. He will give an extra- 
ordinary amount of painstaking study 
to a role, but at the end of it all he 
is not certain that he has realized 
what he set out to accomplish. "All 
that I do on screen or stage is merely 
tricks," he says, and disbelieves the 
eulogies he reads about his work. He 
does not think he is worth the hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars he has 
collected from the film makers. He 
believes he became a Hollywood star 
by accident, and is cynical about his 
future. 

"I don't know how long it will last," 
he said to me some time ago. "Maybe 
this year — maybe the next year they'll 
grow tired of me." 

And so he walks alone, doing what 
is asked of him with scrupulous care, 
but automatically shutting out from 
himself everything that he does not 
want to touch him. 

He has only one very good friend, 
one close companion — his wife. She 
creates for him that exclusive area, 



that little nook, as one might put it 
sentimentally, to *whi'ch he jean Re- 
tire freely and be himself. 

She was married to him sixteen 
years ago. Those were the days when 
Paul Muni was Muni Weisenfreund, 
an actor on the East side stages. She 
was Bella Finkel, a musical comedy 
player in the same theatres. 

Muni is not the man to become 
conversational about his private life, 
and those of his friends who know 
something about his marriage are also, 
out of respect to him, not inclined 
to grow garrulous over the subject. 
But one can feel safe in giving some 
few details about this romance, for it 
was a romance. Miss Finkel was en- 
gaged to another actor when she be- 
came acquainted with Weisenfruend. 
She was attracted by his unusual per- 
sonality, for though he was only 
twenty-three he was best known for 
his characterization of old men and 
special types. She was attracted too, 
by his extreme earnestness, his strik- 



ing detachment, and his interesting ap- 
pearance. Muni is not a handsome 
man but his features have a romantic 
quality. 

To Miss Finkel, Muni was attracted 
by her charm and sprightliness, and 
by that nameless feeling which gives 
a man who is not of the crowd an 
intimation of harmony. 

What happened thereafter was that 
Miss Finkel left 'the man to whom 
she had promised herself and mar- 
ried Muni. The rabbi who made 
them husband and wife was Dr. Levin- 
thai. The couple came for the cere- 
mony in a rush and left in a rush, 
each being due for a performance in 
a different theatre. As the ritual pro- 
ceeded Muni grew embarrassed and 
confused and when he had to produce 
the ring he could not find it for some 
time, ransacking all the pockets in his 
clothes. It was like a scene from a 

(Continued on next page) 
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traditional movie wedding. Muni even 
began kissing the bride before the 
final words had been spoken and had 
to be halted by Dr. Levinthal. 

Soon after the marriage Mrs. Wei 
senfreund gave up her career, and ex- 
cept for a few brief appearances on 
the stage, devoted herself entirely to 
her husband and his work. 

The Munis are constantly together. 
When he plays on the stage she calls 
for him every night after the per- 
formance, and when he goes on tour, 
she accompanies him wherever he 
travels. At rehearsals she takes down 
notes,, which he uses afterwards in 
moulding his interpretations. Much 
of his business arrangements go 
through her hands. 

His wife is Muni's confidante. 
Otherwise he is alone; in Hollywood 
but not of it, just as he was on Broad- 
way but not of it. 

Why is he such a solitary charac- 
ter? To understnad this, one must 
know his early life. 

Muni was born in 1897 in Lemberg, 
an Austrian city now ceded to Po- 
land. His father, Philip, was the son 
of a devout merchant whom he disap- 
pointed by taking to the stage. For 
years he played in small Yiddish thea- 
tres where he met an actress named 
Saltche, whom he married. 

An actor's life can be glamorous 
and it can be very drab. The Jewish 
players in Europe wandered about 
from town to town, barely earning 
enough for food and shelter. They 
had no home, no social standing, very 
little present and no future. Some- 
times one escaped and achieved fame ; 
but most of them never rose above 
their level of semi-vagabondage, and 
died poor and unknown. Their only 
satisfaction was a love of their work. 
Acting was their life. To appear in 
a small, rickety theatre and recite the 
lines of an incredible melodrama gave 
them happiness. 

Muni's parents were among these 
wandering troupers. His home was a 
succession of uncomfortable, gloomy, 
sometimes dirty, lodgings, and close, 
smelly dressing rooms. Much of the 
time he had to be alone, and as he 
grew a little older — that is, when he 
was three or four — he was left a good 
deal to his own resources. He had to 
devise his own amusements and do 
without playmates. He saw acting al- 
ways and accepted it as a matter of 
course, in the same way as he re- 
garded the different beds he slept in. 

His childish mind was sharpened 



precociously because of this existence 
and he early became familiar with the 
fear of the next day. The only thing 
certain in his life was the meal that 
was being eaten ; the next meal was 
always problematical. He early 
learned to understand the meanness 
and chicanery which a starving profes- 
sion must necessarily produce, and 
that it was better to distrust most peo- 
ple he saw. 

When he was four and a half the 
family crossed to London, where their 
life in small theatres was not much 
better, and then the Weisenfreunds 
emigrated to the United States. Here 
the boy had a more normal upbring- 
ing. He went to school, quickly 
learned the English language, devel- 
oped a fondness for sports and soon 
grew into a typical American youth. 

His parents' position was a little 
improved, and while Muni could never 
forget the depressing impressions that 
had been ground into him when he 
was younger, they might have been 
just a vague memory. He had taken 
up the study of the violin and liked 
it. He began to dream of becoming 
a virtuoso and did not mind practic- 
ing long hours. At the same time he 
thought that boxing was an equally 
noble profession and his visions of 
the concert platform ran parallel with 
dreams of the ring. He thought that 
if he possibly could not be a champion 
fighter himself he could perhaps 
achieve the glory of managing boxers. 

But all the experiences of his early 
childhood came over him again when 
his parents decided that his future 
must be looked after. They did not 
know whether he could develop into 
a concert violinist, and they had prac- 
tically no faith in his boxing aspira- 
tions. They however knew acting and 
thought that in this new country their 
son might have better opportunities in 
the theatre. Therefore, when Muni 
was only ten years old, he was initi- 
ated into his parents' profession. 

This happened in Cleveland, where 
the Weisenfreunds were playing in a 
stock company. There was a small 
part open^ that of an old man who had 
to say a few words, but no one thought 
anything of using Muni for it. The 
child took to the beard and the grease- 
paint wrinkles naturally, without any 
thrill or enthusiasm, but as part of 
the day's routine. His mind was on 
other things. He walked on the stage, 
he stooped in the manner an old man 
should stoop, spoke his several words 
in a shaky voice, and when he cleaned 
his face and changed to his own 



clothes he was the schoolboy again. 

But thereafter, while he practiced 
his violin and boxed and played base- 
ball and kicked a football across a field, 
he was not quite the same. The stage 
of the small stock company, the musty 
odor of its antique scenery, the aging 
people around him, most of whom 
were doomed to oblivion, revived the 
days of gypsy wandering in Europe. 
Not for this boy was the stage a glam- 
orous adventure. 

He did his first part in such finished 
style that he was given other roles, 
and curiously enough, nearly all these 
parts were of old men. He is prob- 
ably the only actor today who had 
such a strange theatrical training. 
Where every other player who went 
on the stage early did what was the 
most natural thing, play child parts, 
almost all of Muni's early dramatic 
experience was restricted to the de- 
lineation of elderly types. He liked 
disguising his face and playing some- 
one who was very far removed from 
his own personality. Perhaps it gave 
him a feeling of refuge. He himself 
was not exposed to the audience. He 
was sheltered from them by his 
makeup, by the clothes which he never 
knew in ordinary life. 

But as soon as he left the theatre 
he was himself again. He was still 
a youngster and still at school. 

Once in those days a funny thing 
happened to him. He was sitting back- 
stage in a dressing room made up as 
an ancient gentleman of seventy, with 
a long gray beard and enough creases 
in his face to satisfy anyone in the 
theatre that his days were numbered. 
There was a window in the dressing 
room looking out on the street, and 
suddenly Muni heard a wild yelling. 
Looking out he saw a gang of boys 
thundering past on roller skates and 
having the time of their lives. Muni 
stared out of the window a few sec- 
onds and then felt an irresistable urge. 
His own roller skates were in the 
room, brought with him for use when 
his part was finished. He seized them 
and dashed out. Over the threshold 
of the stage door he clamped on the 
skates and rolled down the sidewalk 
with immense zest. 

It was some minutes later that he 
awoke to what he was doing when 
he noticed passersby standing stock- 
still and crying — "Hey — look at the 
old man roller-skating!" 

Muni continued on the stage. Grad- 
ually he abandoned his roller skates, 

(Continued on page 22) 
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JEWISH EVENTS REVIEWED 



By LESTER LYONS 



SUCH celebration as the Jews of 
Austria might have made the 
past Purim was indeed ironical. 
In commemorating their delivery from 
their ancient oppressors they were in 
the midst of a new oppression, greater 
and more deadly. Overnight they saw 
their country wiped off the map and 
themselves the prey of Nazism. The 
plight of the Austrian Jews is worse 
that that of their brethren in Germany. 
In Germany the persecution and ruin 
of the Jews were gradual over a period 
of five years. In Austria, however, the 
blow came in full force and without 
any warning. 

* * * 
Following the refusal of three Jew- 
ish soldiers and officers in an Austrian 
Infantry regiment to take an oath to 
Hitler, all the Jewish soldiers in the 
regiment were sent home. This policy, 
it was reported, will be followed 
throughout the army. 

The removal of Goga as prime min- 
ister of Rumania does not assure the 
Jews of that country freedom from 
anti-Semitic measures. The new prime 
minister, Patriarch Miron Cristea, has 
also long been known as an ardent 
anti-Semite. Last August the Patriarch 
wrote an article in which he claimed 
that "the blood of the Rumanian 
Christians is being sucked by the Jews" 
and asked why Rumania should not 
have "the right to get rid of those dan- 
gerous parasites." The government has 
not abandoned the measures instituted 
during the Goga regime calling on the 
Jews to prove their Rumanian citizen- 
ship. A new decree, affecting more 
than 200,000 Jews, has been issued re- 
quiring them to prove their citizen- 
ship by April 1st. 

* * * 

Over 200 New York Christian min- 
isters of 14 denominations have signed 
a manifesto calling on all American 
Christians "to guard their hearts, their 
minds, their lips, their hands from 
emotions, thoughts, words or deeds 
that partake of the sin of anti-Sem- 
itism." This manifesto,, made public 
for Brotherhood Day by Dr. Robert 
Searle on behalf of the Greater New 
York Federation of Charities, cites 
with approval the action of the Ox- 
ford Ecumenical Conference last July 
which, as "the conscience of Protes- 
tant Christendom," declared that 



"against racial pride, racial hatreds 
and persecution and the exploitation 
of other races in all their forms, the 
Church is called by God to set its face 
implacably and to utter its words un- 
equivocally both within and without 
its own borders" and that "there is 
special need at this time that the 
Church throughout the world bring 
every resource at its command against 
the sin of anti-Semitism." 

* * * 

At the first National Conference of 
the Jewish j Labon Colmmittee, dele- 
gates representing more than 500,000 
organized Jewish workers in this coun- 
try, rejected cooperation with any or- 
ganization that upholds dictatorship of 
any sort. While authorizing its execu- 
tive commitee to unite with Jewish and 
non- Jewish organizations in the strug- 
gle against Fascism and anti-Semitism, 
it made it a condition "that these or- 
ganizations uphold the principles of 
freedom and democracy in all coun- 
tries." The convention was warned by 
its leaders that the program of the 
Committee would be endangered if the 
organization participated with Com- 
munist elements in any common act- 
ivities. 

* * * 

Pursuant to its determination to 
"Aryanize" the medical profession, the 
Danzig government, which is in the 
hands of the Nazis, has ordered Jewish 
doctors and nurses to leave all hos- 



A PURIM GIFT 
By Norman Brandos 

MY shining mother 
is not the only one this evening 
who is placing sweet golden cakes 
on the supper table 
inlaid in silver and abundance 
for the jolly Purim feast, 
to which God and your family 
are honored guests. 

I too have been busy in my own way 

mixing and baking 

sweet thoughts of love 

out of my soul's oven 

for holiday greetings to thee, 

you will find mine brown and delicious 

next to my mother's — 

hearty appetite Esther darling! 



pitals and welfare institutions con- 
trolled by the government. After April 
1st, no Danzig Jews who will be in 
need of care will be admitted to those 
institutions. 

* * * 

In 1900 there were only about 200 
Jewish families on farms in the Unit- 
ed States. Today, according to a re- 
port of the Jewish Agricultural Socie- 
ty, which gives financial and educa- 
tional aid to Jews settling on farms, 
the Jewish farm population jn this 
country is approximately 100,000. It 
is an interesting coincidence that the 
number of Jews on farm settlements 
in Palestine is about the same. There 
are 203 Jewish farming settlements in 
Palestine with a population of 105,000. 
More than half of them were estab- 
lished during the past ten years. 

* * * 

A Polish Jew living in Palestine with 
three wives was held by a court in Tel 
Aviv to be guilty of no crime. Ac- 
cording to Palestinian law polygamy 
is no criminal offense. 

* * * 

An up-to-date port providing for 
passenger facilities was recently de- 
dicated at Tel Aviv. This is the first 
Jewish port in Palestine and is expect- 
ed to facilitate Jewish foreign trade. 

* * * 

_ Following a conference of democra- 
tic groups and of nearly all the poli- 
tical parties in Uruguay, active steps 
are being taken by Gentiles as well as 
Jews to combat racialism and anti- 
Semitism in that country. The pro- 
gram adopted provides for a pan- 
American campaign to resist anti- 
Semitic and anti-democratic measures 
and the formation of a central agency 
to disseminate information concerning 
the campaign. Governmental sanction 
of the activities of the conference is 
indicated by a decree issued by the 
Minister of the Interior prohibiting 
stations from broadcasting any matters 
inciting against race, religion or na- 
tionality. 

* * * 

The official organ of the Vatican, 
"Osservatore Romano," recently pub- 
lished an editorial on the Jewish ques- 
tion entitled "The Drama of Israel," 
in which it declared that "There is 
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something ignoble in the triumph of 
anti-Semitism. It is a fight against a 
race in the name of another race, 
against a religion only because of its 
universal character . . . The enemies 
of the Jews are neo-Pagans who have 
been conducting a ruthless war against 

spiritual values." 

* * * 

Anti-Semitic papers in Italy are con- 
tinuing their attacks on the Jews. "II 
Tevere." a notorious anti-Semitic pa- 
per, has published a series of articles 
on the Jews in the political life of 
Italy in which the charge is made that 
the Jews are taking too much of a 
part in public life and that there are 
"Jewish connections with the interna- 
tional forces which are working against 
Italian interests." 

"La Stampa," an important Facist 
organ, has revived t h e discredited 
"Protocals of the Elders of Zion," as- 
serting that Jewish "domination" of 
"democratic countries is an accom- 
plished fact achieved through methods 
outlined in the 'Protocols'." This peri- 
odical has also published articles en- 
dorsing the anti-Semitism of the pre- 
sent Rumanian government. 

Italy's interest in fomenting discord 
in Palestine is seen in a report by Arab 
sources that a gift of $50,000 was 
made by Italy to the Mufti of Jeru- 
salem who several months ago fled 
Palestine after the killing of a British 
official by Arab terrorists. ... In con- 
nection with a visit which Hitler is to 
make to Rome shortly, the Italian 
secret police are preventing foreign 

Jews from entering Italy The 

Italian government compelled the chief 
Rabbi of Milan to cancel a lecture 
which he was to deliver before the 
Jewish Culture Society in Venice. 

* * * 

Anti-Semitism in South Africa, 
spread by the Nationalists and Grey- 
shirts, are meeting with resistance at 
the hands of the Labor Party and 
other liberal elements there. A vigor- 
ous campaign has been undertaken by 
the latter groups to combat the per- 
nicious propaganda of the anti- 
Semitic forces. . . . The Dutch Re- 
formed Synod of the Cape Province 
recently assailed anti-Semitism as un- 
christian. ... A paper in South 
Africa which urged restrictions against 
the Jews in commerce and the profes- 
sions was boycotted by Jews who re- 
fused to insert advertisements in that 
paper. . . . The Supreme Court of 
South Africa has issued an injunction 
rgianst the distribution of a book en- 
titled "The Jews of South Africa," 



published by Nazi interests. This book 
contained vile and malicious false 
statements against the Jews in that 
country. 

* * * 

At the instance of the Civil Liber- 
ties League, court action has been 
taken in Montreal against Dr. J. Lam- 
bert, a leading anti-Semite in Canada, 
for having publicly made derogatory 
statements concerning the Jews. Dr. 
Lambert, who is the author of a no- 
torious pamphlet against the Jews 
which has been extensively circulated, 
is alleged to have stated among other 
things that "it is not enough to com- 
bat Communism but you must also 
fight the Jews because Judaism and 
Communism are one and the same 
thing." ... In Winnipeg, after an 
anti-Jewish poster had been found 
nailed to a door on the City Hall, the 
city council adopted a resolution con- 
demning attempts to stir up race hatred 
in that city. 

The Montreal Star, an influential 
Canadian paper, has urged that Canada 
admit Jewish immigrants as agricul- 
tural settlers providing that they will 
remain on the land. The paper stated 
that "the Jews are proving themselves 
excellent cultivators of the land in 
Palestine. The old belief that they 
were only town dwellers, traders and 
money-changers is proven a libel. They 
can live on the land." 

* * * 

It is reported that Professor Albert 
Einstein will in the near future visit 
Travancore, India, to aid in organizing 
a department of Mathematics and Phy- 
sics at the local state university. His 
visit is expected to last six months. 

Dr. Moise Ventura of Paris, well- 
known scholar and orientalist, has 



DEAR Sir: I have read with pro- 
found interest and great admira- 
tion your articles on Bernard Lazare. 
I do not believe that such an objective 
and comprehensive study has ever been 
devoted to him. I see quite well that 
you have voluntarily limited it to that 
part of his activity which was dedi- 
cated to the Jewish cause, but in order 
to make clear the importance, and es- 
pecially the nature, of his activity, 
you were also forced to digress into 
the more strictly literary field, or more 
the widely social and universal one to 
which he sometimes confined himself. 



been appointed chief Rabbi of Alex- 
andria. His appointment is significant 
in that it has been welcomed not only 
by Egyptian Jewry but also by the 
Arab press. Dr. Ventura knows 
many languages including Arabic and 
and has done much scientific work in 
the fields of Arabic-Hebrew philoso- 
phic speculations. 

* * * 

n 

Figures released by the Hebrew 
Theological College of Chicago may 
be of interest to those who contend 
that orthodox Judaism is fast disap- 
pearing from American Jewish life. 
Ninety-eight per cent of the 427 
students of that institution are Amer- 
ican born. They come from 33 cities 
outside of Chicago, and represent 28 
states. Most of the students are col- 
lege and university graduates. 

* * * 

Speaking on the Jewish question at 
the annual general assembly of the 
council of Jewish Federations and 
Welfare Foundations, Rabbi Solomon 
Goldman of Chicago predicted that 
within one or two centuries the Jews 
of Germany. Russia, France, and Italy 
will completely disappear and a major- 
ity of the Jews in this country and 
England will be assimilated. Declar- 
ing that the weakest among the Amer- 
ican and English Jews would succumb 
to assimilation, while the stronger ones 
would settle in Palestine or other 
places where anti-Semitic pressure is 
not so strong, he further stated that 
"already American Jewry is abandon- 
ing the force that works against as- 
similation, Jewish education. Already, 
our leading laymen are relegating it to 
a place of minor importance." 



My only regret, permit me to tell 
you, is that such a noble study of a 
man of such generosity of heart and 
spirit, and about whom it would have 
been just to make more known, should 
not have a wider circulation. 

I take pleasure in thanking you, Sir, 
for this fine work, a work for which 
the friends of Bernard Lazare are 
indebted to you, and to assure you of 
our feelings of sincere and fraternal 
sympathy and gratitude. 

— Andre Fontainas 



MARK SOLITERMAN.'S LAZARE ARTICLES PRAISED 

{From the Author's Correspondence) 
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REPORT OF BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 
ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR 1937 



Delivered by the President, JOSEPH M. SCHWARTZ, at the Annual 
Meeting on Ihursday Evening, January 20, J9JS 



BEFORE presenting my annual 
report as the president of our 
beloved institution. 1 shall, with 
your permission, dwell for a few mo- 
ments on the importance to me per- 
sonally of this evening's meeting. To- 
night I am completing five years of 
service as your president. When in 
1933 I was called upon to take the 
leadership of the Brooklyn Jewish Cen- 
ter from the hands of our devoted 
friend, Mr. Isidor Fine, I pledged my 
wholehearted devotion to the interests 
of the institution with which I had 
been identified in one form or another 
since its very inception. I was present 
at the memorable meetings in 1919 
which gave birth to the idea of build- 
ing a Jewish Center in this neighbor- 
hood that would promote the interests 
of our people. I saw the dream come 
true, and have participated in the 
struggles the institution went through 
during the eighteen years of its exist- 
ence. We had days of joy at the great 
strides we made, and days, weeks and 
months of anguish and worry at the 
thought that the Center might be 
turned over to other hands and used for 
other purposes. With the help of God, 
and the devoted and loyal assistance 
of our good members, we were saved 
from such a catastrophe. 

When the call came to me to as- 
sume the leadership, I was frankly 
grateful for the opportunity to serve 
our institution in a more responsible 
office and to do whatever was in my 
power to help the Center continue its 
useful and noble work in the interests 
of our people and our faith. This even- 
ing. I shall not report on the progress 
made during my entire administration, 
but limit myself simply to a report of 

the activities during the past vear. 
* * * 

The Center, as you know, is an all 
embracing institution, ministering to 
the needs of its members along cul- 
tural, religious and recreational lines. 
Fach department is under the super- 
vision of a committee, which plans, 
guides and directs the activities en- 
trusted to (hem. 

Religious Activities 

IX reporting on the year's activities 
I shall give first importance to the 
Religious Department of the Center. 
This department embraces the late 
Friday night lectures and the daily, 



Sabbath and holiday services held in 
the building. These services are at- 
tended by thousands of men and wo- 
men in the community, and usually, 
our synagogue is filled to capacity. We 
arc proud of these splendid audiences, 
and they are a personal tribute to our 
dearly beloved Rabbi Lcvinthal, whose 
enlightening sermons arc eagerly lis- 
tened to by them. 

The income from the Religious Ser- 
vice Department for the year ending 
December 31. 1937 was $3,885.92. as 
compared with $6,101.99 in 1936. The 
sale of tickets for the High Holy Days 
netted the sum of $12,369.73 against 
$14.<S09 in 1936. This reduction in in- 
come was due to the fact that the 
1 figh Holy Day services this year were 
held earlier than usual. 

Department of Hebrew Education 

THE Hebrew Education Depart- 
ment has made a slight progress 
in the number of children registered 
for this year. The afternoon school has 
a registartion of 165 children as com- 
pared with 156 last year. The Re- 
ligious School, which meets on Sunday 
mornings, has a registration of 179, 
as compared with 127 children a year 
ago. The Post-Consecration Group 
numbers 21 girls, and the Consecra- 
tion group 1 1 . 

.Altogether there are 379 boys and 
girls who receive a fine Jewish train- 
ing under the supervision of our He- 
brew Education Department. The 
school, despite these advances, is not 
yet self-supporting, and the Center 
was required to make up a deficit 
which last year amounted to $1187.56. 
With a larger registration, and a 
greater interest mi the part of nnr 
members, ihe -chool could be made 
sel f-supporting. 

Center Academy 

THERE are now 88 boys and girls 
attending the Center Academy of 
our institution. These children receive 
an excellent elemental'}' school educa- 
tion in addition to a fundamental edu 
cation in the Hebrew language and 
Jewish culture. The direction of the 
school is entrusted to a special Hoard of 
Trustees selected by the parents. In the 



pa.-t lew years the Academy has man- 
aged to balance its budget, and the 
( enter has not been called upon to 
render any financial assistance in 
maintaining it. We commend the 
school n the attention of our member- 
ship. The Academy is rendering a fine 
and valuable .service to the cause of 
Jewish education and should be en- 
couraged in its endeavors. Prof. Paul 
KUipper has made a survey of the 
school and at his recommendation the 
curriculum was greatly improved, re- 
taining, of course, the best features of 
the progressive methods of instruction. 

Institute of Studies for Adults 

OF late there has been a growing 
tendency towards education of 
adults not only in the field of general 
education, but also in that of Jewish 
education. To meet this desire for 
knowledge Rabbi Lcvinthal organized 
several years ago the Center Institute 
of Jewish Studies for Adults. The 
present enrollment is 85 men and wo- 
men, who attend the various courses 
in Hebrew, Talmud, Jewish Religion, 
the Bible as Literature, and Jewish 
History. 

General Education 

FOR general adult education, first 
place must be given to the weekly 
Forum conducted by the Center on 
Monday evenings throughout the sea- 
son. These lectures and discussions are 
attracting to the Center thousands of 
'people from all parts of the city who 
are anxious to listen to the addresses 
on vital problems by leaders of thought 
in th's country. The season had a most 
auspicious beginning with the lecture 
delivered by the hirst Lady of the 
Land. Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
\i>t nnlv was the synagogue packed 
to capacity, but hundreds of persons 
found it impossible to obtain tickets 
weeks belore the date scheduled for 
her lecture. 

In addition to the Monday evening 
Forum, the committee arranged course 
lectures in cooperation with the WPA 
\dult lull icatK m Project of the New 
\ ork Hoard of Education. The com- 
mittee also sponsored lectures in the 
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Yiddish language which were most 
successful. 

Center Library 

AFTER an interruption of many 
years, the library of the Center 
was again re-established a year ago. 
Supervised by our librarian, Dr. Elias 
N. Rabinowitz, a scholar of note and 
an expert in this field, the library has 
made tremendous progress during the 
past year. Close to 1045 volumes were 
added to our collection of books in He- 
brew, Yiddish and English. Thanks 
to the cooperation of a number of 
friends of the library, we were most 
fortunate in acquiring a number of 
rare books that are invaluable to the 
department. Originally established as 
a reference library only, it is now be- 
ing developed into a circulating library, 
and members as well as non-members 
are welcome to take out books for 
home reading. 

Center Publications 

BEFORE ending the account of 
our educational activities, I want 
to say a word about the publications 
of our institution, the weekly Center 
Bulletin and the monthly Review. The 
weekly publication is intended prim- 
arily to inform the membership of all 
things happening in the Center. The 
Reviezv is a magazine of general Jew- 
ish interest. In addition to Center 
news, it contains a wealth of reading 
material dealing with Jewish problems. 
Next March the Review will have com- 
pleted five years of its existence. The 
Center has every reason to be proud 
of its fine record as one of the leading 
Anglo-Jewish publications in America. 

Social Activities 

WE have made considerable pro- 
gress in the department of So- 
cial Activities, although the problem 
has not been completely solved. The 
committee has arranged a number of 
successful membership social meetings, 
all of which were attended by a large 
number of Center members. We should 
like to see more progress in the direc- 
tion of improving the social relation- 
ship among the members. We realize 
its difficulties, especially in an organi- 
zation of the magnitude of the Center, 
but we nevertheless felt that more 
could be accomplished in this field if 
the members would cooperate with the 
committee by attending the various 
functions arranged for them. 



Club Activities 

THE organization of clubs for the 
children of Center members has 
not proven entirely satisfactory in re- 
cent years. We have had a number of 
clubs catering to the needs of the boys 
and girls of different ages. What was 
lacking, we believe, was some sort of 
co-ordination between the group and a 
central direction. We have made an at- 
tempt to solve this problem by engag- 
ing Rabbi Mordecai H. Lewittes as 
Director of Club Activities. His sup- 
ervision of the groups led by able and 
well qualified leaders, has proven most 
encouraging, and we are hopeful that 
in time this department will be great- 
ly improved. 

Physical Training Department 

THE attendance in the Physical 
Training Department was the 
largest in the history of the Center. 
We have made several improvements 
during the past year to enable more 
members to make full use of this splen- 
didly equipped department. The bas- 
ketball team is growing in popularity, 
and its games were most successful 
financially. 

The record of attendance was 32,881 
in 1937 as against 28,806 in 1936. The 
facilities of the department were used 
by 23,028 men, 3710 women, 3811 
boys and 2262 girls. 

House Committee 

WE are grateful to our Vice- 
President, Mr. Hyman Aaron, 
who as chairman of the Building Com- 
mittee has given himself almost daily 
to the task of supervising all repairs 
and improvements. With a fatherly 
love he watches over the building and 
helps us to maintain it in a first class 
condition. 

Membership 

BECAUSE last year's membership 
campaign was continued into Jan- 
uary, and because we did not wish to 
interfere with the scheduled Metropo- 
litan Opera House concert, no official 
membership drive was conducted dur- 
ing the month of December, 1937. The 
committee, however, functioned 
throughout the year, interviewing ap- 
plicants and preparing the plans for 
the enrollment of new members. 

At the end of our last fiscal year, 
December 31, 1936, our membership 
numbered 976 (633 married and 343 
single.) Our membership on Decem- 
ber 31, 1937 was 1046 (695 married 
and 351 single). 



Metropolitan Opera House Concert 

IN order to eliminate the yearly 
bazaars we instituted this year the 
concerts given at the Metropolitan Op- 
era House. Two conceits were held 
during 1937, one on March 14th and 
the other one on December 12th. They 
were most successful, realizing over 

$fo,ooo. 

We have already engaged the Met- 
ropolitan Opera House for December 
11, 1938, and are planning to make 
these concerts annual events. In addi- 
tion to providing a fine and wholesome 
evening's entertainment they help us 
raise funds for the Center. The first 
concert was conducted under the chair- 
manship of Mr. Isidor Fine, with Mr. 
Louis W. Bernard as treasurer. The 
second one was headed by Judge Em- 
anuel Greenberg as chairman and Dr. 
Moses Spatt as treasurer. To these 
gentlemen and all others who helped 
them in their work, we are deeply 
grateful. This fine event should at all 
times receive the full support of the 
Center membership. 

Sisterhood 

THE Sisterhood was most helpful in 
every event arranged by the Cen- 
ter, and its members are deserving of 
our sincere appreciation. They have 
served also on various committees and 
undertaken a number of important ac- 
tivities designed to promote socia- 
bility in the Center. Their cultural 
programs have been most interesting, 
and we are thankful to the administra- 
tion of the Sisterhood for all its ef- 
forts in interesting the women of the 
Center in the work of this institution. 

Thanks to Chairmen 

I WISH time permitted the men- 
tion of all those who in one way or 
another were helpful to the Center 
during the past year. You can readily 
understand that this is almost impos- 
sible. May their best reward be the 
knowledge that through sacrifices of 
money or time, or both, they have been 
of assistance to our institution and 
have made it possible for the Center to 
go onward and forward. Since it is 
obvious that I cannot mention them 
all by name I shall have to limit my- 
self to the chairmen and vice-chair- 
men of the standing committees and 
express to them and to their commit- 
tee members your and my sincere ap- 
preciation for having contributed to 
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the progress we have made during the 
past year : 

Auxiliary Committee — Maurice Bern- 
hardt, Chairman. 

Arbitration Committee — I. Levingson, 
Chairman. 

Cemetery Committee — Nathan T. 
Schwartz, Chairman. 

Civic Committee — J. L. Holtzmann, 
Chairman; Ira L. Rosenson, Vice- 
Chairman. 

Center Academy Committee — Benj. 

A. Levine, Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees. 

Chevra Kadisha Committee — Max H. 
Haft, Chairman; R. Albert, Vice- 
Chairman. 

Forum Committee — Max Herzfeld, 
Chairman; Isaac Siegmeister, Vice- 
Chairman. 

Grievance Committee — Albert A. 
Weinstein, Chairman. 

Hebrew Education Committee — Frank 
Schaeffer, Chairman; Morris W. 
Wender, Vice-Chairman. 

House Committee — Hyman Aaron, 
Chairman; Louis Halperin, Vice- 
Chairman. 

Library Committee — Rabbi Louis 
Hammer, Chairman. 

Membership Committee — Judge Em- 
anuel Greenberg, Chairman. 

Parent-Teachers Association of He- 
brew School — K. Karl Klein, Chair- 
man. 

Parent-Teachers Association of Center 
Academy — Mrs. Irving Lurie, 
Chairman. 

Physical Training Department — David 

B. Kaminsky, Chairman ; Albert 
Witty, Vice-Chairman. 

Publicity Committee — Louis J. Gribetz„ 
Chairman. 

Religious Service Committee — Abra- 
ham Ginsburg, Chairman ; Morris 
Rosenfeld, Vice-Chairman. 

Ushers Committee — Samuel Stark, 
Chairman; Charles Fine and Abra- 
ham, H. Zirn, Vice- Chairman. 

Social Committee — Maurice Bern- 
hardt, Chairman. 

Young Folks League — William Rosen- 
berg, President ; Nathan Rothstein, 
Chairman Executive Committee. 

Finances 

I HAVE asked our accountant, Mr. 
Mark J. Goell, to present to you this 
evening a detailed statement of the 
financial condition of the Center, as of 
December 31, 1937. 

We are making gradual progress, 
reducing our indebtedness year by 
year. We have cause for satisfaction 
although we are still handicapped by a 
capital indebtedness which is entirely 



too large to carry indefinitely. Our 
only hope is that some day in the near 
future some plan will be devised which 
will make it possible for us to sub- 
stantially reduce this capital indebted- 
ness and consequently reduce the items 
of interest which consume a great 
portion of our income from dues and 
other sources. 

One of the most important items 
that contributed to the financial suc- 
cess during the year was the large in- 
crease in the number of members as a 
result of our membership campaign 
in December 1936 and January 1937. 
The committee is planning another 
campaign in the Fall of this year. It is 
our fervent hope that its success will 
equal or surpass last year's campaign. 
We cannot reiterate too often that an 
increased membership is most import- 
ant. It not only enables us to increase 
the Center's usefulness to the com- 
munity but the income from member- 
ship dues represents the largest single 
source of revenue to the institution. 

Conclusion 

I HAVE mentioned some of those 
who have been helpful to me and 
to our institution. Our thanks are also 
due to our officers, members of the 
Board of Trustees and members of the 
Governing Board, for their valuable 
advice and assistance. My fellow of- 
ficers, Messrs. Hyman Aaron, Max 
Herzfeld and Henry Seinfel, are de- 
serving of hearty thanks and sincere 
gratitude. They served the Center loy- 
ally and unselfishly day in and day out. 

My thanks and yours too, go to our 
revered and beloved Rabbi, Dr. Israel 
H. Levinthal. He has been of inestim- 
able help in all our endeavors. Now 
that we are about to celebrate his 50th 
birthday anniversary we pray that God 
may grant him health, strength and 
happiness so that he may continue to 
add lustre to our institution and to 
American Jewry. 

And my sincere thanks and appre- 
ciation are extended as well to our 
Administrative Director, Mr. Joseph 
Goldberg, for his fine work and for 
his loyalty and devotion to our institu- 
tion. 

* * * 

I have given but a general view of 
the activities of the Center. Much more 
could be said of the work this institu- 
tion is doing in the field of Jewish re- 
ligion and Jewish learning both for 
the adult and child. Since the Center 
is a family membership institution the 



number of those who come directly 
under its influence is close to 3,000. 
Add to this the thousands of non -mem- 
bers who attend our religious services, 
the weekly forums, the course lectures, 
the Institute, schools,, etc., and you 
have a picture of the tremendous in- 
fluence for good which the Center has 
on the community. 

We can take pride also in the fact, 
that not only has the Center served 
our own community, but it has played 
an important role in influencing Jew- 
ish life throughout the country. Our 
Center has become a model for many 
other institutions. Our activities are 
watched, studied, and emulated. We 
cannot over-estimate this feature of 
our achievements. 

Jewish life today is being ruthlessly 
crushed in so many lands in Europe. 
The poison of anti-Semitism, which 
the Nazi government in Germany did 
so much to spread, has penetrated 
parts of the world that were free from 
this poison for many years. 

In such a time as this we need a 
spiritual fortress where Jews may 
come for renewed hope, courage and 
faith in ourselves and in our ideals. 
Our Center, and the institutions 
throughout America which it has help- 
ed to influence,, have been such for- 
tresses of spiritual strength. Without 
them, we safely say, Jewish life would 
be unbearable. 

It is for that reason, if for no other, 
that I would dare to call upon you, 
my fellow members, to give, and to 
work, and to sacrifice, even more de- 
votedly than we have ever done before 
to preserve this spiritual stronghold, 
so that it may function with our in- 
creasing strength and greater power. 



Due to lack of space the sum- 
mary covering the religious, 
educational and social activi- 
ties of the Center for the year 
ending December 31, 1937. will 
appear in the next issue of the 
Review. 
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Kugel, Simon H. 


Schlesinger, L. H. 


Zankel, Louis 


Ginsburg, Abraham 


Leicher, Jacob E. 


Schwartz, Mrs. J. M. 


Zirn, Abr. R 




Levey, Frank 


Schwartz, N. T. 





SUSTAINING MEMBERS FOR 1937 



THE following is a list of the 1937 
sustaining members of the Brook- 
lyn Jewish Center. We are thankful 
to them for their fine spirit of co- 
operation and loyalty in voluntarily 
paying the higher rate of membership 
dues in the Center. 



Aaron, Hyman 
Barnett, Mrs. S. 
Bernard, Louis W. 
Bregstein, Bernard 



Bregsteln, Elliot 
Bregstein, Harold 
B runner, Leonard 
Cohen, Julius 



Dlugasch, Morris 
Goldberg, Mrs. Rachel 
Goldman, A. L. 
Goldman, Seymour 
Goldman, Sidney 
Goodstein, Wm. 
Goody, Harris 
Gordon, Louis 

(of Avenue T) 
Halperin, Louis 
Halperin, Nathan 
Horowitz, Solomon 
Jablow, George 



Jablow, H. L. 
Katz, Samuel 

(of Park Place) 
Kimmel, Jacob H. 
Kirsch, H, 
Kirschman, M. J. 
Kline, Benj. J. 
Kronish, Fred 
Levin, Morris 
Lipsky, Charles 
Lurie, Leib 
Marcus, Sidney 
Marmerstein, E. Norman 



Price, Mrs. Abraham 
Rachmil, Hyman 
Rosenfeld, Morris 

(of N. Y. Avenue) 
Rutchik. M. M. 
Rutstein, Jacob 
Salwen, Nathan 
Shapiro, Abraham 
Steingut, Hon. Irwin 
Sweedler, Hon. Nathan 
Wedeen, George 
Weinberg, Morris 
Weinstock, Louis 
Werbelovsky, Benjamin 
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BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER ACTIVITIES 

m • — — , 



RABBI LEVINTHAL TO PREACH ON 
WORLD SITUATION THIS FRIDAY 

At our late services which begin at 
8 :30 o'clock on Friday evening, March 
25th, Rabbi Levinthal will preach on 
the subject "Wickedness Triumphant 
— Is It the End of Civilization?" In 
this address the rabbi will discuss the 
present world situation especially as it 
is affected by the recent upheaval in 
Europe. 

Rev. Samuel Kantor will lead in 
the congregational singing. All mem- 
bers of the Center and their friends 
are invited. 



YIDDISH EVENING NEXT SUNDAY 

A program of poetry, dance and 
song will be arranged for the season's 
fifth Yiddish evening to be held by 
the Center next Sunday evening, 
March 27th, at 8.30 o'clock. The pro- 
gram will include the following well- 
known modern Yiddish poets : Mani 
Lieb, Naphtale Gross, A. Nisensohn, 
Sarah Reisen, Bertha Kling, B. Bot- 
winick. 

The following will participate in 
the program of entertainment: Min 
Zahava, well known dancer, Mr. Sen- 
itzki, who will render several violin 
numbers by Paganini, and Mr. A. L. 
Baron, who will be presented in a mu- 
sical sketch with Vera Rosanka (die 
Yiddishe Shikse and the singer Shish- 
ke.) Our own Rev. Samuel Kantor 
will sing several selections including 
several special compositions arranged 
by Mr. Tuchman of the Hebrew melo- 
dies by the famous English poet, Lord 
Byron. Dr. Abraham Asen will pre- 
side and will also read his translations 
of Lord Byron's Hebrew melodies. 

Admission will be free Jto members 
of the Center; non-members will be 
charged an admission fee of 25c. 



COURSE LECTURES 

The course lectures under the aus- 
pices of the W. P. A. Adult Educa- 
tion Project of the New York Board 
of Education are given on Tuesday 
and Wednesday evenings of the week. 
The class in Psychology of Personality 
Adjustment meets on Tuesday even- 
ings, and Mr. Kaplan's class in Con- 
temporary English literature meets on 
Wednesday evenings. 



BOOKS RECENTLY ACQUIRED BY 
THE CENTER LIBRARY OF NAZI 
BANNED AUTHORS 

Asch, Sholom: "Three Cities," "Mot- 
tke the Thief," "The Mother." 

Gide, Andre: "The Counterfeiters." 

Hemingway. Ernest: "The Sun Also 
Rises," "A Farewell to Arms," "To 
Have and Have Not." 

D. W. Lawrence: "Sons and Lovers." 

Liepmann, Heinz: "Poison in the 
Air," "Nights of an Old Child," 
"Fires Underground." 

Ludwig, Emil: "The Nile," "Cleopa- 
tra," "Napoleon," "Bismark." 

Mann, Klaus: "Journey into Free- 
dom." 

Mann, Thomas: "Young Joseph," 
"Joseph in Egypt," "Freud, Goethe, 
Wagner." 

Roberts, Stephen H. : "The House that 

Hitler Built." 
Remarque, E. M. : "All Quiet on the 

Western Front," "The Road Back," 

"Three Comrades." 
Rolland, Romain: "Jean Christophe." 
Werfel, Franz : "Forty Days of Musa 

Dagh," "Hearken Unto the Voice." 
Zola, Emil: "Nana." 
Zweig, Stefan: "Conqueror of the 

Seas." 

Keller, .Helen: "The Story o/f My 



I AM taking this opportunity to ex- 
tend my heartiest thanks and ap- 
preciation to all who have helped to 
make my fiftieth birthday anniversary 
such a happy and memorable one. To 
the officers, trustees and directors of 
the Center, who so signally honored 
me with a life election; to the mem- 
bers of the committee who arranged, 
and who were responsible for the suc- 
cess of the dinner ; to the distinguished 
guests and speakers who honored me 
with their presence; to the talent who 
entertained us so beautifully; to the 
editors of the Brooklyn Jewish Center 
Review for the loving tribute which 
they paid me with that special issue, — 
a tribute which I shall ever cherish; 
to the Sisterhood, the Board of Trus- 



Life." 

Lewisohn, Ludwig: "Mid-Channel." 



CENTER LIBRARY 

The library of the Center is now 
circulating books of Jewish interest in 
Hebrew, English and Yiddish. Mem- 
bers of the Center and their friends 
who are interested in obtaining books 
for home reading are requested to 
please see our librarian, Dr. Rabino- 
witz, who is at the library on Mon- 
days, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 3:30 P. M. to 9:30 
P. M. and on Sundays from 10:30 
A. M. to 3 :30 P. M. 



CENTER PLAYERS 

Clifford Odets' "Awake and Sing" 
will be produced by the Center Players 
on Saturday evening, April 23rd. 



MEMBERSHIP CARDS REQUIRED 

Membership Cards for the current 
year are now required for admission 
to all functions in the Center build- 
ing. 

1938 Cards are forwarded upon pay- 
ment of charges for membership dues. 



tees of our Center Academy, the Par- 
ent-Teachers Association of our He- 
brew School, the teachers and pupils of 
our Sunday School for the kind and 
thoughtful remembrances on that day ; 
to our indefatiguable administrative 
director and all the members of the 
office staff who labored so hard for 
the success of the event; and to each 
and every friend who helped to make 
it so memorable, I offer my sincerest 
gratitude. It is the earnest hope and 
prayer of both Mrs. Levinthal and 
myself that we may be privileged to 
reciprocate in some measure on many 
joyous occasions in the lives of all 
those who brought such happiness to 
us. 



A MESSAGE OF APPRECIATION 
AND THANKS FROM DR. LEVINTHAL 
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APPLICATIONS FOR 
MEMBERSHIP 

The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Auerbach, Miss Theresa 

Res. 506 Willoughby Ave. 

Proposed by Carolyn Auerbach 
Brown, Miss Dorothy 

Res. 997 Carroll St. 

Proposed by Esther Sommer 

Fishman, Arthur E. 
Fuel Married 
Res. 545 Montgomery St. 
Bus. 145 Goerck St. 
Proposed by Louis Wolff 

Gabel, B. 

Insurance Married 
Res. 747 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. 949 Broadway 
Proposed by S. A. Doctorow 

Greenspan, Jacob 

Accountant Married 

Res. 181 Rockaway Parkway 

Bus. 125 Park Avenue 

Iseman, A. 

Accountant Unmarried 
Res. 390 Ocean Parkway 
Bus. 285 Madison Ave. 
Proposed by Jack Greenspan 

Koval, Aaron 

Accountant Unmarried 
Res. 248 East 55th St. 
Proposed by Samuel Schoenfeld 

Lamm, Al 

Salesman Married 
Res. 474 Brooklyn Ave. 
Bus. 462 Seventh Ave. 

Landes, Mrs. Minnie R. 
Res. 1025 St. Johns Place 
Proposed by Mrs. L. H. Schlesinger 

Levine, Samuel 

Attorney Unmarried 

Res. 139 East 92nd St. 

Bus. 170 Broadway 

Proposed by Robert Banks 
Marks, Miss Rose Carol 

Res. 284 Eastren Parkway 

Proposed by Mrs. Benj. Z. Levitt 
Miller, Isaac 

Real Estate Married 

Res. 3501 Avenue D 

Proposed by Samuel Strausberg 
Mitrani, Solomon H. 

Underwear Married 

Res. 517 Montgomery St. 

Bus. 152 Madison Ave. 

Proposed by Morton Klinghoffer 
and Dr. H. C. Sandler 
Newman, Donald M. 

Attorney Unmarried 

Res. 146 E. 98th St. 



CLOSING FORUM 

OF THE SEASON 

Monday Evening, 
March 28th 

at 8:30 

ALEXANDER 

KERENSKY 

Leader of the Russian Revolution 
Former Premier of Russia 

"On Behalf of 
Democracy" 

Reserved Seats Now Available 
Center Members 50 Non-Members 50c and 75c 



In a world where dictators are a growing menace and where so much is 
being said about the actual failure of democracy or its destined failure in the 
very near future Alexander Kerensky chooses to present a defense of demo- 
cratic Ideals and methods. 

Kerensky has been a convinced democrat all his life. While still an ex- 
tremely young man, as a representative of Socialist Labor in the Duma, his 
daring criticism of the corruption in the government was responsible for the 
repeated urging of the Czarina that he be hanged. Kerensky resisted the dis- 
solution of the Duma by the Czar with the courage that is typical of him — 
'We will not go,' he declared. "We stay here." 

His five years in the Duma were a thorough training for the brilliant career 
that followed. The year 1917 was one of meteoric rise and fall for Kerensky, 
for he was successively Minister of Justice in the Provisional Government, 
Minister of War and Marine, Prime Minister, Generalissimo and Dictator, and 
Chief of the Provisional Government of Five. Ironically enough, Kerensky's in- 
sistence on democratic methods during his rule was partially responsible for 
the ease with which he was deposed by the Bolsheviks. He had stressed 
freedom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom of belief, depending on the 
indefinite force of public opinion rather than an armed force to back him. 




But. 60 Broad St. 
Proposed by Harry Heiman 

Rosen, Abe 

Accountant Unmarried 

Res. 1615 Union St. 

Bus. 11 W. 42nd St. 

Proposed by Herman Jacoby and 
Aaron Pollack 
Sherman, Dr. Julius 

Dentist Married 

Res. 1195 Carroll St. 

Bus. 1173 Broadway 

Proposed by Morris D. Wender 
Sternberg, Herbert 

Factoring Unmarried 

Res. 1893 Union St. 



Bus. 354 Fourth Ave. 
Proposed by David Tanenbaum 

Strausberg, Morris O. 

Motion Pictures Married 
Res. 751 St. Marks Ave. 
Bus. 16 Court St. 
Proposed by Samuel Strausberg 

Walowitz, Bernard H. 
Lumber Unmarried 
Res. 428a Lexington Ave. 
Bus. 960 Flushing Ave. 
Proposed by Al Sacks and 
Ed Shwom 

EMANUEL GREENBERG, 
Chairman Membership Com. 
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PASSOVER SEDORIM 

will be held at the Center 

FRI. and SAT. EVENINGS 
April 15th and 16th 



RABBI LEVINTHAL 

will conduct the Seder Services 

assisted by 

REV. KANTOR 



Price per dinner $3.50 

Children under 13 years of age, 
hali rate. 



Please make your reservations now *o 
enable the committee to make proper 
arrangements for you. 



CLUB NOTES 

The Junior League elected a new 
blate of officers. They are: 
President, Isabelle Schiller 
Vice-President, Buddy Grover 
Rec. Secy., Betty Abelow 
Fin. Secy., Arthur Safier 

The Center Club held a stimulating 
debate on the question of partition of 
Palestine. The group upholding parti- 
tion consisted of Laura Sorcher, Emily 
Wieseltheir and Serena Weissman ; the 
negative consisted of Albert Jarfe, 
Judah Klein and Buddy Lowenfeld. 

A new group of boys and girls above 
fifteen has been formed, and it is open 
to all Center members interested in 
debating and dramatics. Meetings are 
held on Saturday night. 

The Maccabees and Vivalets held a 
party in honor of Purim on March 12. 



BAR MITZVAH 

Congratulations are hereby extended 
to Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Monasch 
of 575 Rutland Road who celebrated 
the Bar Mitzvah of their son Edward 
on Saturday, March 19th, and to Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph N. Blumberg of 286 
Linden Blvd. upon the Bar Mitzvah 
of their son, Emanuel R. which will 
be celebrated at the Center this Satur- 
day morning, March 26th. 



CONGRATULATIONS 

Mr. Meyer Nemerov has recently 
celebrated his 75th birthday. The Cen- 
ter extends to him its congratulations 
and best wishes for continued health 
and happiness. 

Best wishes are extended to Mr. and 
Mrs. Jacob G. Ellis of 1249 Carroll 
St., upon the birth of a son to their 
children, Mr. and Mrs. Irving Hel- 
pern, on March 22nd. 



SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of candles at 5 :59 P. M. 
Friday evening services at 5 :50 
o'clock. 

Sabbath morning services, Parsha 
Shmini, will commence at 8:45. Rabbi 
Levinthal will preach on the portion 
of the law. 

Class in Ein Yaakov under the lead- 
ership of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh at 5:00 
P. M. 

Mincha services at 5 :50 o'clock. 



DAILY SERVICES 

Morning services at 7 and 8 o'clock. 
Mincha services at 5 :50 o'clock. 



EMANUEL HERTZ TO SPEAK ON "THE 
HIDDEN LINCOLN" ON FRIDAY 
NIGHT, APRIL 1st 

Rabbi Levinthal wishes to announce 
that at our services on Friday night. 
April 1st, Emanuel Hertz, Esq., one 
of America's great authorities on the 
life of Abraham Lincoln, will speak 
on the subject: "The Hidden Lincoln." 
This is the subject of the recent work 
published by Mr. Hertz,, which is prov- 
ing to be a best seller in America, 
and which has won glowing tributes 
from the leading book reviewers. 



CLOSING FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICE 
ON APRIL 8th 

The closing Friday night service for 
this season will be held on Friday 
night, April 8th, the Sabbath before 
the Passover Festival. Rabbi Levin- 
thal will preach on the subject : "Fifty 
Years of American Judaism," in which 
he will analyze the various trends in 
Jewish religious life and their develop- 
ment in these last fifty years. 



BASKETBALL NEWS 

The Center basketball team will play 
its first A.A.U. tournament this Sat- 
urday evening, March 26th, promptly 
at eight o'clock at the Union Tem- 
ple. The second game on that even- 
ing will be played between Union 
Temple and the Boston Y.M.H.A. 



ILLUSTRATED LECTURE ON SYPHILIS 
NEXT MONDAY EVENING, 
APRIL 4th 

The Physical Training Department 
of the Center, in co-operation with 
the Department of Health, has ar- 
ranged a lecture on "Fighting the 
Plague of Syphilis" for Monday 
evening, April 4th, at 8:30 o'clock. 
The speaker will be Dr. Israel Wein- 
stein, Assistant Director, Bureau of 
Health Education, Department of 
Health of the City of New York. A 



question period will follow the address 
by Dr. Weinstein. The talk will be ac- 
companied by a sound film. 

Mr. David B. Kaminsky, chairman 
of the Physical Training Department 
will open the meeting and Dr. Reuben 
Finkelstein, chairman of Center Health 
Lectures, will preside. 



JUNIOR CONGREGATION 

At the Junior Congregation Services 
to be held in the Prayer Room this 
Saturday morning, Leroy Lowenfeld 
will speak on : "The Case for Pales- 
tine Partition." 



- FOR RENT - 

6 ROOMS WITH 3 BATHS 985 PARK PLACE. BKLYN 

corner Brooklyn Avenue 

REASONABLE RENTAL — FINE LOCATION 
Hyman Aaron Telephone PResident 4-5561 
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BAR MITZVAHS OF 1937 

Alfred Cohen, son of Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel Cohen, January 9th. 
Lionel Rogosin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Israel Rogosin, January 23rd. 
Irwin Gross, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Gross, January 30th. 
Sheldon Atlas, son of Mr. Louis Atlas, February 6th. 
Jerome Fein, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Fein, February 13th. 
Richard Sussman, son of Mr. and Mrs. Sol Sussman, Feb. 20th. 
Samuel Edelman, son of Mr. and Mrs. Morris Edelman, February 27th. 
Theodore Jelofsky, son of Dr. and Mrs. H. E. Jelofsky, March 6th. 
Eugene Schneider, son of Mr. and Mrs. Sol Schneider, March 13th. 
Stanley Dannenberg, son of Dr. and Mrs. Max Dannenberg, March 20th. 
Stephen Sokoloff, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Sokoloff, April 10th. 
Theodore Harmatz, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Harmatz, April 17th. 
Jack Horowitz, son of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Horowitz, April 24th. 
David Goell, son of Mr. and Mrs. Mark J. Goell, May 1st. 
Irwin Katlowitz, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Katlowitz, May 8th. 
Howard Gross, son of Mr. and Mrs. Abraham Gross, May 15th. 
Richard Blacher, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Blacher, May 22nd. 
Harold Smerling, son of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Smerling, May 29th. 
Bertram Freiwirth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Freiwirth, June 5th. 
Irwin Greenblatt, son of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Greenblatt, June 12th. 
Jeremiah J. Trotzky, son of Mr. and Mrs. Judah Trotzky, June 19th. 
Eugene I. Saner, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Saner, June 26th. 
Howard Greenfield, son of Dr. and Mrs. S. D. Greenfield, October 2nd. 
Melvin Lipp, son of Mr. and Mrs. Meyer Lipp, October 2nd. 
Theodore Levey, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Levey, November 27th. 



MAY I add my cordial greeting 
to you on the completion of fifty 
may hear glad tidings from our peo- years which have been efficient for the 
pie, especially in the cities of Judah service of your fellow men. 
and in the streets of Jerusalem, so One of the real regrets I have in 
that we may hear in our days the voice leaving Brooklyn is that the fellow- 
of joy and the voice of gladness such ship commenced with you would have 
as we have heard here tonight. to be at a long range. My contacts with 

Ladies and gentlemen, for what you you have very greatly added to my ap- 
have done for me tonight, may God preciation of your race and religion, 
reward you a thousandfold. (Continued on page 23) 



IN MEMORIAM 

THIS congregation affectionately recalls those of its members who during 
the past year, exchanged their earthly habitation for the eternal abode 
They have recorded their lives on the tablets of our hearts and their names 
will ever be mentioned with blessings. 



DR. LEVINTHAL'S RESPONSE 

(Continued from page 8) 

to be also the Kohen. I never permit- 
ted myself to forsake that function of 
the Rabbinate which was our glory in 
all the days of our past. 

I am talking to friends, and I feel 
I can speak to you intimately and 
frankly. I don't want to retire. I am 
not yet ready to retire. But fifty isn't 
forty, and I can't today do as much 
work of the Levite that I did before. 
I want you to pledge that you will 
work so much harder in the interests 
of this institution that I may be re- 
lieved of many of the routine duties 
and so be more the Kohen. Help me 
to be able to give of whatever modest 
gifts God endowed me, not only to you, 
but to all our people. The fiftieth birth- 
day serves one great purpose. It re- 
minds one that the day is getting 
short. The work is great and the day 
is short. There is much work to be 
done — times are demanding of us ser- 
vice. Cooperate with me and help me 
that I may help you to bring a new 
word of courage and trust and faith 
into the lives of our stricken people. 

Out of the depth of my heart I 
thank you for what you have done for 
me tonight. I hope that I and my be- 
loved wife may be able to reciprocate 



Mrs. Nathan Reznikoff, Feb. 10, 1937 
Mrs. Ellen Filtzer, April 2, 1937 
Isaac Plush, April 2, 1937 
Mrs. Sol M. Kurshan, April 13, 1937 
Mrs. Nathan Hoffman, May 19, 1937 
Hyman Levy, May 24, 1937 
Mrs. Max H. Haft, June 13, 1937 
Nathan Michalover, June 14, 1937 
Aaron Kufiik, June 24, 1937 
Joseph Jacobs, July 4, 1937 
Harry Amer, July 17, 1937 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 

TRIBUTES TO DR. LEVINTHAL 
From Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

BETWEEN illness and absence 
from the city, the fact of the 
celebration of your fiftieth anniver- 
sary was entirely overlooked by me. I 
chanced upon an article in a Jewish 
magazine today which spoke of the 
celebration and I hasten to write to 
you and to tell you how heartily I 
join your host of friends in the tri- 
bute which is being paid to you most 
deservedly by your community and by 
all those who know of your outstand- 
ing services to the cause of Israel and 
of humanity. You have upheld the high 
traditions of your calling. You have 
led and inspired a great community 
and you have given unstintingly of 
your fine talents to the cause of Juda- 
ism, Jewish life everywhere and par- 
ticularly to our historic effort in Pales- 
tine, At fifty you have earned many 
laurels. At seventy-five I hope you will 
earn many more. We all rejoice with 
you. 

From Rev. Alan M. Fairbank 



Mrs. Louis Atlas, July 17, 1937 
Mrs. Morris Michtom, Aug. 27, 1937 
Mrs. Harold Lipsky, Oct. 4, 1937 
David Werbelow=ky, Sept. 17, 1937 
David Hurwitz, Oct. 19, 1937 
Samuel Droshnicop, Nov. 11, 1937 
Harris Weingold, Nov. 11, 1937 
Joseph Feinson, Nov. 16, 1937 
Louis Kopple, Nov. 25, 1937 
Mrs. Morris Katlowitz, Dec. 3, 1937 



"And the Dust Returneth to the Earth As It Is, But the Spirit Returneth 
Unto God Who Gave It." 
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THE ART OF GIVING 

( Continued from page 4) 
an attribute of their lives will avoid the 
errors committed by our ancestors in 
Biblical times, about whom it is said : 
"They were asked to contribute to- 
wards the Tabernacle — and they gave ; 
towards the golden calf — they gave, 
too." Most people encourage "shnor- 
erai," because they give without the 
consideration to the act of giving and 
therefore without inquiring into the 
purpose of the cause for which they 
give. Artist givers, those who derive 
pleasure from it, on the other hand, 
will investigate carefully the "What" 
and "Why" of the institution or cause 
to which they may contribute their 
time or money, just as the connoisseur 
is particular about the food he eats 
or the wine he drinks. 

Our orators and public speakers 
make a grave error in asking people 
"To give until it hurts." These persons 
know very little the psychology of hu- 
man behavior, for if they did they 
would not use such poor slogans as 
selling points. Nobody wants to be 
hurt twice by the same thing. If you 
are scalded once by the tea you drink, 
you are sure to blow on it next time. 
No one likes to find himself twice in 
a situation which causes him harm or 
unpleasantness. If, instead, people 
would be taught that the act of giving 
is a pleasant one, that the more a per- 
son gives the happier he may be — and 
he surely is — then giving would not 
be a burden but a pleasant, cheerful 
duty. 

A question uppermost in the minds 
of parents and teachers is: Should 
children be allowed to participate in 
the act of giving? 

In the light of the foregoing, there 
is only one answer : Yes. Furthermore, 
if the task of education is to prepare 
the child to meet situations in life as 
they arise, and to be able to cope with 
them, it is our duty to train children 
in a manner that will make giving a 
habit with them, and a pleasant habit 
at that. Well do I remember the train- 
ing my father gave me. When a poor 
man knocked at our door I was en- 
trusted with the coin for him ; no adult 
was allowed to offer it. When our 
children gather money for the Jewish 
National Fund or for other causes, 
when they contribute their own pen- 
nies to the Keren Ami or the Keren 
Kayemeth, they become imbued with 
a sense of pride that they, too, are do- 
ing something worthwhile and are en- 
gaged in a creative activity. However, 
we must see to it that our youngsters, 



just as the adults, be aware of the act 
they are performing. When I meet a 
child in the street, collecting funds for 
a local Yeshiva and hear him saying: 
"Help the poor Jews in Palestine," it 
hurts me. It is not so much the mis- 
representation that I object to as the 
fact that the child is simply made a 
tool in the hands of his elders, that he 
does not realize what function he is 
performing, and will therefore not 
grow into an artist-giver. It is impera- 
tive that parents and teachers acquaint 
the young generation with the various 
organizations that may need their at- 
tention, whether in money, time or 
effort, and above all, to teach children 
that giving does not hurt, but heals ; 
that it is not a burden but a blessing. 

There is yet another phase of giving, 
which I shall discuss here only briefly. 
That is, dealing honestly with our fel- 
low-men. This is also a branch of our 
Zdakah, at least this is the concep- 
tion of the word: "righteousness." In 
this connection I shall merely relate a 
story of the Talmud and ask the read- 
er to draw his own conclusions. Rabbi 
Safra once announced that he had a 
field for sale. One morning a prospec- 
tive buyer appeared at his house just 
at the time when the Rabbi was saying 
Shema in his morning prayers. "I will 
give you a hundred pieces of gold for 
your field," said the customer. No an- 
swer came from Rabbi Safra. "I will 
give you two hundred pieces of gold 
for your field," the customer went on. 
Still, there was no answer from the 
Rabbi, for he must not interrupt his 
praying. "I will increase my offer to 
three hundred pieces of gold for your 
field," persisted the buyer. By this 
time Rabbi Safra was finished with his 
devotion, and asking the customer to 
sit down, he drew up the deed and 
gave it to the buyer. Reading it over 
he was astonished to find in it that the 
stipulated sum was only one hundred 
pieces of gold. "I am not going to 
charge you more/' said the Rabbi, "be- 
cause when you first offered me that 
sum, I had decided to accept it, but 
could not say so in the middle of my 
prayer. Yes, my son, one must learn 
to be honest with others and with one- 
self in all dealings." 

Here is an artist giver par excellence. 
He enjoys his giving to the utmost, 
and does it simply, effectively and as 
a matter of fact. Learning how to give 
is an art worth cultivating, for it adds 
content to the daily routine life of the 
individual and contributes much to 
one's happiness, making living a 
worthwhile experience. 
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PAUL MUNI (Continued from page 10) 



hung up his boxing gloves, put away 
his baseball bat and even let his violin 
remain untouched for long periods. 
The theatre was absorbing him more 
and more. He grew from childhood 
into young manhood, felt himself 
drawn into the same life that his 
parents lived and instinctively threw 
up a barrier against the miseries that 
had beset them. He would be an 
actor too but he would keep himself 
clear of the depressing existence that 
had been inflicted on them. How, he 
did not yet know. Meanwhile he kept 
his eyes warily around him, at the 
same time beginning a study of acting 
that grew deeper and deeper. He con- 
tinued playing old men, which thus 
increased his aloofness from his sur- 
roundings and gave him an opportun- 
ity for characterization. He spent 
hours before the mirror and days with 
the manuscripts of his roles. He 
wanted each type he played not the 
conventional conception, but a figure 
from life. He wanted his old men to 
be people of the earth, not of the 
stage. 

So years passed, and )with ]them 
scores of types created for a short 
time for stock presentation in little 
theatres in various parts of the country. 
Then he was nineteen, and his father, 
to whom he was devoted, died. 

The loss brought a great shock. To 
Muni his father had been a spiritual 
model. His acting was not profound. 
Muni knew that. But it was honest. 
It was sincere. "When I saw my 
father on the stage," said Muni, "I 
felt he was playing to my heart." And 
it was this sincerity which influenced 
the son. 

Now that the elder Weisenfruend 
was gone Muni felt for a time help- 
less. It seemed that the anchor had 
been taken from him and that he was 
adrift. The responsibility for the sup- 
port of his mother's home faced him. 
His earnings were very small, and it 
was his father who had usually pro- 
cured his engagements. But what he 
felt above everything else was the loss 
of his father's companionship. There 
was no one in his life who could 
replace him. 

And there being no one, Muni with- 
drew more into himself. 

There set in a period of wandering 
from city to city. He hesitated to try 
New York, not knowing whether he 
was good enough, and afraid that he 
would not find an engagement. He 
could take no chances, for he needed 



every dollar he could earn. He played 
in stock and vaudeville houses, played 
whatever was required, usually char- 
acter types, giving care to every role, 
but keeping the shoddy material which 
he so often had to use, from touching 
him personally. 

At last he picked up the courage to 
come to Second Avenue. As he had 
feared, he could find no engagement. 
The little money he had was disap- 
pearing fast and he had about decided 
to leave the city. He was sitting brood- 
ing in a restaurant on the East Side 
when a manager approached him and 
after studying his face and figure, as 
though he were a piece of goods, said 
he might give him a job in the theatre 
he conducted on a nearby roof garden. 

"How much do you want ?" the man- 
ager asked. 

Muni thought and then estimated a 
fair price for an actor new to New 
York. 

"Thirty-five dollars a week," he said. 

The manager gasped. "For thirty- 
five dollars a week I can hire a star !" 

Muni became confused and said 
maybe he had been high. Finally both 
parties compromised at twenty-two dol- 
lars a week for a six weeks' engage- 
ment. 

And this was Paul Muni's start in 
the metropolis. 

The roof garden was of little con- 
sequence as a theatre. Muni attracted 
some attention, but when his engage- 
ment ended he was out of a job and 
had to go tramping from city to city 
again. Back he went to the little thea- 
tres with their stock melodramas, the 
little vaudeville houses with their old 
sketches and still older gags. He 
strode through them all, bearing up 
for the sake of the food and shelter he 
had to buy, and trying steadfastly to 
remain Paul Muni. 

Then one night he was playing in 
Philadelphia when an agent called to 
say that he wanted to engage him for 
a new company which Maurice 
Schwartz was organizing in New York. 

It was in Schwartz's Irving Place 
Theatre that Muni received his real 
start, with the opportunity to enact 
roles in plays of literary merit. At 
once he was acknowledged an actor 
of the first rank. 

But although he had achieved recog- 
nition he had become set in his mould. 
He remained the solitary person who 
had wandered through a hard life with 
his coat buttoned around him. He took 
what was given, had no illusions and 



kept to the standards he had conceived 
for himself. His associates thought 
he was unfriendly. Those who saw 
through him understood and respected 
him. 

He rarely frequented the places 
where his fellow-actors gathered. He 
kept to himself. Jealousies and dif- 
ferences sometimes forced him into 
productions he did not care for. Some- 
times he had to play in operettas. Once 
he danced and sang his way through 
a musical piece as a baron in an opera 
cape lined with red satin. It was all 
in the day's work, and he needed work. 
The Paul Muni within was unchanged. 

Only when serious criticism was di- 
rected against his acting was he will- 
ing to engage in discussions about him- 
self. One critic pointed out that he 
had developed a habit of making a 
certain gesture with his hands which 
appeared out of place. At once this 
critic received a telephone call asking 
him to visit Muni. He did so, and 
Muni took him for a walk that lasted 
two hours. During that entire time 
he tried to prove to him that the ges- 
ture was not an irresponsible one, but 
essential to some characterizations. 

With only his wife, whom he mar- 
ried at about this time, as his one close 
friend, Muni went on without much 
change until 1928, when Sam H. Har- 
ris, an important theatrical producer, 
brought him to Broadway in a play 
called "We Americans." 

On Broadway his remarkable talent 
as an actor was also at once recog- 
nized, and after another play, "Four 
Walls," Fox Films signed him up as 
"Paul Muni." His first picture, 
"Seven Faces," in which he was a 
caretaker in a waxworks museum who 
went to sleep and dreamed he was a 
number of famous characters exhibited 
in the museum, was intended to dis- 
play his facility in make-up and his 
adeptness at "type" characterization. 
The picture was not a success and 
Muni, with the same detachment that 
he had shown throughout his career, 
accepted what circumstances brought 
forth. He did some more work in 
Hollywood and then came to New 
York to appear in his first Broadway 
success, "Counsellor-At-Law." While 
he was still in this production his pic- 
ture, "Scarface," was shown, and now 
Muni was a success both on the screen 
and on the stage. 

From then on Paul Muni was a star, 
commanding admiration, money and 
position, surely the largest achievement 
an artist can wish for. But he is today 
still Paul Muni in spite of that, still 
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the solitary individual walking alone 
through celebrity. He makes light of 
his popularity, not able to believe in its 
permanency. 

As before, only matters involving his 
acting stir him. During the road tour 
of "Counsellor-At-Law" the Boston 
audience sounded talkative during one 
performance. After the first act Muni 
called in a company representative, a 
woman, and told her peremptorily to 
get the audience quiet. 

"How can I get an audience to stop 
talking?" she asked. 

"I don't care how ; make them stop," 
he replied angrily. "I won't have them 
talk while I am playing." 

The repreisentative tried to show 
that she was helpless, that one can- 
not go up and down the aisles of a 
theatre and shush a thousand people. 

Muni became furious, almost abu- 
sive. It was the first time the repre- 
sentative had seen him so angry, and 
while she sympathized with his resent- 
ment, she thought he was unreasonable 
and impolite. She told him so and 
walked out. 

A minute later Muni was running 
after her, apologizing and begging her 
to forgive him. 

Only something affecting his acting 
could move Paul Muni in this way. 

Now that Muni has received the 
greatest honors that Hollywood can 



offer will he still retain his attitude, 
will he still walk alone, doubting his 
position and himself, ,'keepingj aloof 
from the scene 'around him? 

Perhaps. Perhaps he cannot now 
separate himself from the characteris- 
tics life has given him. Perhaps he 
is happiest as he is. But perhaps too, 
he will enter a new phase when he 
feels that his accomplishments have 
permanent value. Then he may be at 
rest. 

He told this writer : "When I have 
enough money maybe I'll do the things 
I've really wanted to do in my work." 

What these things are, only he 

knows. 

World-Wide Tributes 
(Continued from page 6) 
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From Rev. Alan M. Fairbanlc 

(Continued from page 20) 
Your genial kindness and the effec- 
tiveness and scope of your work are 
doing much to insure a future develop- 
ment of Brooklyn along constructive 
lines and I know that your influence 
extends far beyond the borders of 
Brooklyn. 

May your work continue to prosper 
and you yourself find increasing satis- 
faction in interpreting our day and the 
things of life according to the great 
Hebrew tradition applied to every as- 
pect of contemporary living. 
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HUMANE PREPAREDNESS 

T T is humane and wise to provide in ad- 
vance for a final resting place. 

Do not leave the choice of a cemetery plot 
to an hour of confusion and emergency. 
Thoughtful men should give this inevitable 
contingency careful consideration. 

THE BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER is offer- 
ing to its members and their friends plots 
on the beautiful grounds owned by the in- 
stitution on the old Montefiore Cemetery, L. 
I. These are sold at prices below the market 
value, and upon convenient terms of pay- 
ment. 

Write TODAY for additional information 
using the coupon printed below, or tele- 
phone the Center office (PResident 4-1400.) 



Brooklyn Jewish Center, 
667-691 Eastern Parkway, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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Passover -A Festival of Hope 



THERE seems to be something in- 
congruous in the picture of Jews 
celebrating at this season a fes- 
tival of redemption from bondage. 
Wherever we look in Central and Eas- 
tern Europe we see modern Pharaohs, 
who strive to excel their Egyptian 
predecessors in cruelty and in oppres- 
sion. Wherever we turn, we behold 
Jews enslaved, tormented and degrad- 
ed even as they were in that ancient 
land of bondage bordering on the Nile. 
What a tragic mockery it would seem 
for Jews to chant at the sedar table : 
"Slaves we were under the Pharaohs 
of Egypt!" 

And yet it is this event of thousands 
of^ years ago that ever inspired new 
faith and new courage in the heart of 
the Jew. The rabbis, in a cryptic sen- 



DAILY the newspapers add new 
elements to a .drama which, if 
it were not for the bitter tra- 
gedy which it brings to the Jews, 
would undoubtedly strike the mind of 
the world as the most colossal irony of 
the day. We witness a spectacle in 
which seventy millions of people are 
aligned with seemingly complete unan- 
imty against less than a million peo- 
ple. We see a plebiscite of fifty mil- 
lion votes resulting in the startlingly 
unanimous percentage of 99.08 in 
favor of a policy of repression and 
hatred. We have been treated to the 
ominous spectacle of a whole nation 
accepting in a delirium of joy the bur 
den of an iron discipline for various 
purposes which are epitomized in the 
intent to exterminate the German- Jew- 
ish people. 

Who were these German-Jewish peo- 
ple? More realistically (in view of a 
decimation which has progressively 
gone on for the last five years) who 
are these German-Jewish people? 



tence, gave emphatic expression to 
that hope when they said : "In the 
month of Nisan our people were re- 
deemed ; in Nisan our people will again 
be redeemed !" We have outlived a 
hundred Pharaohs in the past ; we 
shall outlive the Pharaohs of today. 

We do not mean to minimize the 
heavy clouds that hover over us. An- 
other plague of darkness has come 
upon a large portion of humanity. But 
we must not, we dare not, despair. 
Today may belong to the Pharaohs; 
history is with the Jew. 

With faith in our hearts, let us 
chant the words: "This year we are 
slaves; next year we shall be free 
men !" 

—I. H. L. 



What are their tremendous numbers 
which justify the fear of the seventy 
million non-Jewish Germans? What is 
the fearsome armament of the Jews? 
These should not be merely rhetorical 
questions ; for the expressions of fear 
by German leaders might well lead one 
to believe that the might of their Jew- 
ish enemy is so great as to warrant 
these fears. The irony lies in a contrast 
worthy of an Aristophanes. 

The ascension of the Nazis coincided 
with a maximum of three-quarters of 
a million Jews living in Austria and 
Germany. On the basis of average 
statistics, it is safe to assume that this 
number included no more than a quar- 
ter of a million adults, both male and 
female. In effect, therefore, it includ- 
ed about 100,000 men and women en- 
gaged in industry, labor and the pro- 
fessions. Even a Jewish jingo (if such 
there can still be in a world so intent 
on humiliating the Jew and reducing 
his sense of self-importance) would 



admit that the Jewish people every- 
where, and equally in Germany, in- 
clude among their number the average 
proportions of ordinary and even mis- 
fit human beings. It is, therefore, 
equally proper to assume that on the 
German and Austrian scene prior to 
the restrictive Nuremberg laws not 
more than 50,000 men and women of 
Jewish birth were engaged in the ac- 
tive life of Germany. 

How gross, therefore, is the irony 
of a fear which can be the basis of a 
national policy of extermination! How 
ironical become the simultaneous chest- 
thumping and Tarzan ballyhoo of 
these same leaders who cringe before 
the Semite and boast of the superiority 
of the Aryan. The irony is co-equal 
with the bestiality of a pronouncement 
such as this: 

"If the German people is to re- 
main protected in the future from 
the dangers into which the Jew 
has tumbled it in the past, every 
German must be impregnated 
thoroughly with knowledge about 
the Jew." 

This is a statement of policy and 
purpose in a new primer issued for 
use in the German public schools. It 
is the keynote of an educational sys- 
tem which is designed to fit the rising 
German generation for the understand- 
ing of life, the assessment of human 
values, and the art of living in a civil- 
ized society. This is in effect, the zenith 
of Nazi contribution to international 
culture as a substitute for those values 
of life and living which in five years 
they have managed to erase from the 
soul of Germany. 

{Continued on page 21) 
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JEWS, AWAKE! 



(The following stirring appeal was 
published as an editorial in the April 
issue of "Judge") 

WHERE is that great Jew who 
could today seize immortal- 
ity? Where, among all the 
great Jews of the world, is that one 
man who, for his race, will cease apo- 
logetic docility and stand forth in shin- 
ing armor, the six- pointed Star of 
David upon his lance as well as upon 
his shield? Where is that great Jew 
who will lift his voice and say to his 
people : "We are in the gravest danger 
in the history of our race. Not danger 
of extinction; that can never be. But 
danger that the world will soon believe 
we cannot and will not fight back. The 
time is come when Jews must attack 
as well as defend?" 

The writer of this page springs, with 
but one generation between, straight 
from the soil of Ireland— the North of 
Ireland, as well — so that neither his 
race nor his religion know current 
criticism or attack, except upon the isle 
itself. This is written that we might 
make it clear we are not asking an- 
other to remove an axe from our own 
neck. 

Jews, the time is come for you to 
fight. Too long you have left your ex- 
planations to your religious men. This 
will not do, since the world accepts 
their statements as a part of their job. 
You need some great figure to step 
from the ranks of business, or the law, 
or finance, and lead your legions in 
attack. 

Can you not see how the world 
would gasp and admire and applaud 
if tomorrow morning, the newspapers 
of the world should announce that a 
Justice Brandeis had resigned from the 
Supreme Court of the United States 
with this statement: "I have today 
tendered to the President my resig- 
nation, that I may devote the rest of 
my days to puncturing the silly twad- 
dle of Hitler, who maligns and cruci- 
fies my people"? Or if a Bernard 
Baruch should say: "I have long ago 
made all the money I need; for years 
I have not tried to make more. I have 
given my counsel to government and 
to business, but from this day hence I 
renounce every activity except to strike 
back, and to lead my people in strik- 
ing back, against their enemies"? Or 
if a Herbert Lehman should say: "It 
is a great honor to be the Chief Ex- 



ecutive of my great State, but it is a 
greater duty and a greater honor that 
I undertake today, to join in battling 
my people's enemies" ? Or if a Henry 
Morgenthau should say: "Today I 
leave the Cabinet of the President of 
the United States to say to the en- 
emies of Jews everywhere in the world 
that until my last breath I shall spend 
my every energy for the sole purpose 
of destroying their calumny and slan- 
der" ? 

* * * 

JEWS, add to the great virtues 
which your race possesses — love of 
home, loyalty to friends, love of par- 
ents, and the guarding of your chil- 
dren — the virtue of willingness whole- 
heartedly and unashamedly to wage 
war, and aggressively to demand that 
you be understood for what you really 
are. Too, too long you have let the 
world believe your humility is fear. 
That is not true, so stop it now. In 
thirty days, under such a leadership, 
you can make Adolf Hitler the most 
ridiculous man alive, and in six months 
you can see him removed from the 
leadership of the German people by 
the Germans themselves. You can 
make the world, which does not mea- 
sure itself by its worst elements, stop 
measuring your race by yours. Of 
course, you have to clean house. But 



IN all the world the rhythm of Jew- 
ish life is the same. From New 
York's ghetto gutters, where I was 
born, to the ghetto boulevards of Boyle 
Heights on the Golden Coast. In the 
New World and in the Old World, I 
have felt the pulse beat of Jewish life 
and found it quite the same. 

Now that Japan too has attacked 
the Jew, the trail of anti-Semitism has 
circled the globe except for the length 
of our America. And so the time has 
come for an objective study of the 
major fault that makes us so vulner- 
able in the world. We must do some- 
thing about our flaws, and bring the 
fiber of Jewish life to its fullest 
strength for present needs and for fu- 
ture defenses. 



who doesn't ? There are bad Irish, bad 
English, bad Americans, bad people of 
every kind. 

You have furnished fighting leaders 
for every other people and every bat- 
tle for the right since your race be- 
gan. You have made Jewish names re- 
spected and revered in every cause but 
your own. There are among you so 
many who could fill this role of Lead- 
er. One of you must come forward; 
and on the day you do you will find 
that the love that has been experienced 
in the communities and in the nation 
for the great Benjamin Cardozo, for 
Howard Loeb, for Jules Bache, for 
Felix Warburg, for the Rosenwalds, 
the Strauses, and the thousands upon 
thousands of others, will be multiplied 
a millionfold. 

You Sulzbergers, you Sterns, you 
Blocks, you Annenbergs : roll your 
mighty presses into the teeth of your 
petty attackers. 

Fight, Jews ! You don't need armies 
and navies. You need only a fighting 
leader, to mass behind him the great 
intelligence and ability you already 
possess, to make a mass attack. Fame 
beyond the power of man to measure 
waits for such a Leader. 

If this is effrontery, it is first a 
Prayer. 



Disunion has been our major sin. 
We remain scattered amid the weave 
of the nations, even though with only 
two exceptions in our day the nations 
have placed no obstructions in our 
path to religious unification. We seem 
incapable of unity, or is it possible we 
are even opposed to the idea? As a 
matter of fact there is no actual "we" 
in Jewish life, only a paradoxical one. 
There is no constituted "we" or au- 
thority or representative body of the 
Jewish people. There is no voice of 
the Jewish people. There is no organi- 
zation, no embassy, no official herald to 
say to the world what is our opinion 
on any question, no authority to which 
any individual Jew can appeal for as- 
(Continued on page 20) 
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AN ANSWER TO "AN EPISTLE 
TO THE JEWS" 



{Dr. Newman is a physician of Dan- 
ville, Virginia, and is well known there 
for his broad communal interests. — 
Editor.) 

IN this tragic hour in the life of the 
Jewish people, the swelling chorus 
of advisers, critics, and prophets 
is confusing to one who is anxiously 
groping in the mist of darkness and 
despair for a ray of light. That the 
renunciation of Judaism and the em- 
bracing of Christianity should be of- 
fered as a remedy to all our physical 
and spiritual woes by non-Jews and 
apostate Jews is nothing new, but that 
is should be offered as a remedy by 
one who claims that he does not yield 
his place as a Jew, is something new ! 

In "An Epistle to the Jews," in the 
December, 1937, issue of the Atlantic 
Monthly, John Cournos attempts to 
appraise the Jewish situation in the 
world, to penetrate into the mystery 
of anti-Semitism, and to offer a pan- 
acea for the age-old Jewish problem. 

In the words of John Cournos, the 
Jewish problem, from the standpoint 
of realistic, or daily, life is stated thus : 

"Let us face realities. A single Jew 
has the power to cast odium on the 
whole race. A single Jewish banker 
lends credence to the absurd notion 
that all Jews are rich; a single Jewish 
communist gives rise to the cry that 
all Jews are bent on destroying the 
government. The Jew is Judas who 
betrayed the Lord, but it is conveni- 
ently overlooked that He, the betray- 
ed, was also a Jew. The Jew is rich, 
the Jew is successful, the Jew is ag- 
gressive (give him an inch and he 
will take a mile!), the Jew is clever — 
he takes all the summa cum laude de- 
grees in the colleges. But there is the 
other side. 'With the handicap against 
us, what can we do but try to be 
smart? It's what makes us plod hard- 
er than the Gentile.' This is the voice 
of a Jewish undergraduate at Harvard. 
'We are shut out from so many 
things, what's left for us to do but try 
to make money?' This is the voice of 
a great Jewish scholar in England. 

It would be futile to go into the 
rights and wrongs of the matter. One 
thing is clear: either the Jew must go 
on doing the things for which the 
Gentile dislikes him, or he must rise 
above human nature, and, like Caes- 
ar's wife, be above suspicion. Of what 
avail is it, indeed, that the individual 
Jew is a decent fellow, if his neigh- 
bor's sins are counted against him? 
Every Jew is his brother's keeper." 



By DR. SAMUEL NEWMAN 



The economic interpretation of anti- 
Semitism, John Cournos flatly rejects. 
Consequently, all efforts which tend to 
economic reconstruction and redistri- 
bution of the Jewish people will, in 
his opinion, be of no avail. The core 
of the Jewish problem, according to 
Cournos' thinking, "consists in the re- 
fusal to accept the ultimate expression 
of the Jewish genius, which, step by 
step, inevitably had led from Moses 
to Christ, from tribalism to univer- 
sality, from formalism to freedom." 
This is, indeed, an astounding state- 
ment from an unconverted Jew ! In 
this statement, we recognize the age- 
old stereotyped notion of our well- 
meaning and sincere Christian friends 
and missionaries to the Jews who con- 
ceive of Jewish history as something 
which evolved in sections, or layers, 
with clear lines of demarcation be- 
tween the sections and layers. 

While it is true that there is a 
marked difference between the concep- 
tion of Jehovah as the tribal deity of 
the Hebrews and the universal God of 
the Prophets, there is nothing in the 
lofty teaching of Jesus which can be 
discerned as a higher level than the 
teachings of the Prophets, or the epi- 
tome of an ethical, spiritual, and re- 
ligious development of the Jewish peo- 
ple from the time of the Prophets to 
the time of Jesus. Such Christian 
scholars as Moore, Her ford, and 
Moehlman have pointed out from the 
Christian standpoint what has been so 
many times stated from the Jewish 
side, that Jesus was only the product 
of his times; that the warp and woof 
of his teachings were rabbinic in every 
essential. 

Since the middle of the nineteenth 
century the study of comparative reli- 
gion has brought to light a surprising 
and significant succession of similari- 
ties in the teachings of Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, Confucian- 
ism, Judaism, Christianity, and Mo- 
hammedanism. In "Seven Great Bi- 
bles," by Alfred W. Martin, publish- 
ed under the auspices of the World 
Unity Foundation (Frederick A. 
Stokes Company, New York) one will 
find an astounding parallelism con- 



cerning every essential aspect of reli- 
gion. Precepts on the cardinal qual- 
ities of the moral life — justice, temper- 
ance, patience, purity, truthfulness, 
love — are inculcated in the Bible of 
every religion. Spiritual sentiments, 
such as reverence, awe, aspiration, 
worship, are found to be common to 
all. A passionate yearning for the per- 
fect, for actualizing the ideal, is a 
characteristic of all varieties of religion. 
The ethical content of the Old Testa- 
ment Decalogue is missing in none of 
the other six Bibles. The Golden Rule, 
far from being a "Christian rule," an- 
tedates Jesus by centuries and was al- 
ready very ancient in the time of Con- 
fucius. The fundamental religious is- 
sues — God, duty, immortality — in 
what religion are they not present? 
All the sacred scriptures of the world's 
great religions raise these root-ques- 
tions of theism, moral obligation, and 
final salvation, though the mode of 
dealing with them is in no two in- 
stances the same. Each of these reli- 
gions has a distinctive note of its own 
which serves to differentiate each from 
the rest. To borrow an illustration 
from Herder: the great religions may 
be likened to the strings of a harp, 
each of which gives forth its own 
peculiar note. 

The conversion to another religion 
involves not a rational, but a psycholo- 
gical and mystic process — a true "re- 
ligious experience." It is not the teach- 
ing of Jesus which give uniqueness to 
the Christian religion but the teaching 
about Jesus as the son of God. It is 
from this fundamental theological dog- 
ma that the appeal and authority of 
Christianity flows. When John Cour- 
nos calls upon Jews to "accept" Jesus, 
I fail to comprehend what is meant by 
acceptance. The whole gamut of Chris- 
tian ethical and moral precepts is im- 
plied and formulated in the teachings 
of Judaism. 

Cournos states that "Christ could not 
be without Moses, yet these two — one 
with 'resist not evil,' the other with 'a 
tooth for a tooth' — were antipodes. 
Why stop with Hillel when a greater 
than Hillel came after him? It is this 
question that modern Jewry must an- 
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swer, and, if the answer is the only 
answer that can honestly be given, 
Jewry must make a new start." These 
comments coming from a Jew sound 
rather strange. Cournos should know 
that it is the peculiar religious genius 
of the Jew not to view a human being 
as the sublimation of great religious 
ideals and spiritual truths. He should 
know that during the thousands of 
years of Jewish religious development, 
the institution of sainthood has never 
been evolved, for no mortal being can 
be made the emblem of an eternal 
verity or a religious truth. 

Would it be wrong to view Protes- 
tantism as a rapprochement to Juda- 
ism in this respect? No Jew as an in- 
dividual has any difficulty in appreciat- 
ing and viewing Jesus as one of the 
noblest men of God, but the difficulty 
is in integrating the cult of an indi- 
vidual, or personality, no matter how 
sublime, into the texture of the Jew- 
ish religious genius. 

Students of comparative religion are 
wont to say that the distinctive note 
in Buddhism is renunciation; in Con- 
fucianism, order; in Judaism, it is 
righteousness ; while in Christianity, it 
is love. One does not have to wander 
far in the field of ancient Hebrew 
writings to find that love and mercy 
are dominant notes in Judaism. Space 
will permit only one quotation from 
the Midrash : 

"The Universe is great and glorious; 
its splendors and its magnitude pass 
our comprehension. But the human 
mind — and its capacity for compre- 
hending the wonderful things contain- 
ed in the infinities of stellar space — 
exceeds the wonders of the Universe. 
And yet there is something which 
transcends both the Universe and the 
mind of man; it is the spiritual beauty 
of a truly loving human heart." 

I never doubted the ardor and sin- 
cerity of the appeal of the born and 
believing Christian to the Jew to ac- 
cept Jesus in his supernatural, or di- 
vine, nature. Such an acceptance on 
the part of the Jew, as stated before, 
must necessarily involve a true inner 
mystic experience. However, the na- 
ture of such an acceptance, John Cour- 
nos, himself, rejects. He states: 

". . whether the Bible is an 'in- 
spired' book, or Christ the son of God, 
has no place in this discussion . . . 

I have in mind, of course, not Christ 
the God, but Christ the 'god-man,' to 
borrow a term from Dostoevsky; 
Christ liberated from Christian com- 
mentaries, Christian dogmas, Chris- 
tian theology . . . who was what he 
was quite regardless of whether he 



was born of a virgin or rose from his 
tomb after the Crucifixion; a Christ 
whose perfection, whose godlikeness, 
are not affected by symbols or ex- 
traneous meanings that men have 
sought to attach to him . . ." 

This sounds very well and reason- 
able but the difficulty is the very rea- 
sonableness of the argument. The ac- 
ceptance of Jesus on the terms that 
John Cournos proposes would not be 
regarded as conversion of the Jew to 
Christianity by the majority of the 
Christian world who are orthodox or 
Fundamentalists. Why should a be- 
lieving Christian recognize as a Chris- 
tian the Jew who merely accepts 
Christianity as an ethical system, de- 
void of theological dogma and sanc- 
tion, when he (the Christian) refuses 
to recognize the non-Fundamentalist 
as a true Christian? 

John Cournos states that the best of 
the social justice advocated by Moses 
and the ultimate objective of a "class- 
less society" advocated by Marx are 
both incorporated in Christ doctrines 
and contain much else undreamt of in 
Moses's and Marx's prophesies. Why 
was it necessary to introduce a discus- 
sion of Marxism in his Epistle? Why 
give an implied — if not intended — im- 
pression that Marxism is in some way 
linked with Jewish thought? 

Far be it from my mind to tear out 
phrases and sentences from their con- 
text in order to accuse any one of 
evil intention, but what is any fair- 
minded man to think when he reads 
these words : 

"Moses was essentially a beginning, 
but for the Jews today in a cultural 
sense to espouse the cause of Marx- 
ism is, therefore, a going back to the 
foimalistic didactic temper of Moses." 

In the name of truth, when and 
where have Jews espoused the cause 
of Marxism? And this is implied by 
one who is not an adherent of Hitler 
but one who states, "I do not yield 
my place as a Jew" ! 

Yet, I do not doubt his sincerity, 
even his love, for his people. His Epis- 
tle, which a leading magazine pub- 
lished, and which has also appeared in 
book form under the title of "Hear, 
O Israel," goes to show how, in time 
of stress, confused and chimerical 
ideas will generate and find wide cir- 
culation. 

Suppose that a rabbinical assembly 
representing the four million Jews of 
Poland would proclaim the acceptance 



of Christianity in behalf of the four 
million Jews, not only in the sense 
which Cournos proposes but as true 
believing Catholics, would it by one 
stroke solve the Jewish problem in Po- 
land? Would it have prevented an 
anti-Semitic Deputy from making the 
following statement in the Finance 
Committee of the Polish Sein: 

"The present bitterness in the Jew- 
ish question in Poland has been called 
forth not only through the anti-Semi- 
tic currents which are surging all 
over Europe but because of the too 
large number of Jews in Poland. We, 
ourselves, are not able to give occupa- 
tion to our young generation and here 
we are oppressed by the consciousness 
that among us will develop a foreign 
and relentless element. This calls 
forth rebellion against the Jews who 
have conquered our cities." 

— Jewish Morning Journal, Feb. 16, 1938 

The age-old and sorrow-laden Jew- 
ish problem will not be solved by the 
conversion of Jews to Christianity but 
by the true acceptance of Christian 
teachings by the Christian world. It 
is not within the power of the Jew to 
solve his problem. He did not create it. 
The world, in refusing to accept racial, 
national, cultural, or religious minor- 
ities and differences, has created the 
problem. If the Jews have rejected 
Christ, the non- Jewish world has never 
accepted Him. Between the true be- 
lieving Jew and the true believing 
Christian there is no facet of human 
nature in which they can not meet, no 
sphere of human endeavor in which 
they can not fully cooperate. 

Even centuries before Christ, the 
Hebraic genius, through the mouth of 
Micah, enunciated a social and politi- 
cal philosophy which has since been 
the unrealized dream of the noblest 
spirits of generations of men and 
which constitutes the heart and soul of 
the democratic ideal: 

"Let all the peoples walk, each one 
in the name of its God, but we will 
walk in the name of the Lord our 
God forever and ever." 

Micah, Chapter 4, Verse 5. 
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ON JORDAN'S BANKS 
I 

On Jordan's banks the Arab's camels 
stray, 

On Sion's hill the False One's votaries 
pray, 

The Baal-adorer bows on Sinai's steep 
Yet there — even there — Oh God! thy 
thunders sleep. 

II 

There — where thy finger scorched the 
tablet stone, 

There — where thy shadow to thy peo- 
ple shone! 

Thy glory shrouded in its garb of fire ; 

Thyself — none living see and not ex- 
pire ! 

Ill 

Oh ! in the lightning let thy glance ap- 
pear; 

Sweep from his shivered hand the op- 
pressor's spear. 

How long by tyrants shall thy land be 
trod! 

How long thy temple worshipless, Oh 
God! 



BEIM YARDEN'S BREG 

(Yiddish Translation) 
I 

Beim Yarden's Breg die Kemlen 

blonken um, 
Oif Zions barg die gezendiner — frum, 
Oif Sinai bukt men sich zutn Bad— 

um dock, 

Oich dorten, Got, dein duner shweigt 
alz noch! 

II 

Dort — wu du host di Luchois oisgek- 
ritztl 

Dort — wu dein shoten hot zum folk 
geblitztl 

In feier is dein Ruhm gewen gekhidt; 
Dich sehn ken keiner, un nit wern 
toidtl 

III 

0, Got! dershein in blitzen oif der 
erd, 

Un reis arois dem unterdrikers 
shwerd! 

Wi long noch wert dein Land fun feint 

zu Shpott 
Wi lang noch bleibt dein Tempel wist, 

O, Got! 




Lord Byron 

BYRON'S POEMS 
TRANSLATED 
INTO YIDDISH 

By 

ABRAHAM ASEN 

THIS year the world is celebrating 
the 150th anniversary of the birth 
of Lord Byron. As a contribution to 
this occasion Abraham Asen has trans- 
lated into Yiddish the celebrated "He- 
brew Melodies" of the poet. The 
verses published here are in the trans- 
literated form, accompanied by the or- 
iginals. 

Dr. Asen has devoted much of his 
time to Yiddish translations of Byron 
and other English poets, and has en- 
riched Yiddish literature with several 
volumes of his unique work — Editor. 



OH! WEEP FOR THOSE 
I 

Oh! weep for those that wept by Ba- 
bel's stream, 

Whose shrines are desolate, whose land 
a dream ; 

Weep for the harp of Judah's broken 
shell ; 

Mourn — where their God hath dwelt 
the Godless dwell ! 

II 

And where shall Israel lave her bleed- 
ing feet? 

And when shall Zion's songs again 
seem sweet? 

And Judah's melody once more re- 
joice 

The hearts that leaped before its hea- 
venly voice? 

Ill 

Tribes of the wandering foot and 

weary breast, 
How shall ye flee away and be at rest ! 
The wild-dove hath her nest, the fox 

his cave, 

Mankind their country — Israel but the 
grave ! 



WEINT, WEINT 

(Yiddish Translation) 



Weint mit die weinende bei Bovel's 
teich ! 

IV em's land un Tempel — wi a cholem 
gleich; 

Zebrochen ligt die Harfe oif der erd, 
Got's Palatz is durch unreine zeshtert! 

II 

Wu wet Isroel washen seine fis, 
In blut getunkt! Un wen wet klingen 
sis 

Oifsnei Yehuda's lid, sein shein 
gesang, 

Un sharz derfrehen mit dem getlich 
klang? 

Ill 

Du Folk, mit mide fis un shwacher 
brust, 

Wen westu flihen, ruhen wu dir glust! 
Die Toib farmegt a nest, der Fux-sein 
shtub, 

Der mensh sein heim — Isroel blois sein 
grub. 
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THE ART OF EPHRAIM DONER 



(The artist discussed here is the son 
of Jacob Doner, a member of the 
Brooklyn Jezvish Center. Much of his 
work deals zvith Mexican subjects, and 
the fact that a Mexican critic values 
his canvasses so highly is a fine tri- 
bute to the artistry of his interpreta- 
tions. — Editor) 

THE reason why so few artists 
ever achieve their ultimate goal 
in an art that represents a faith- 
ful expression of their own personal- 
ities is attributable to the fact that the 
gift of a Socratic self-understanding 
is denied most men. In a broad desig- 
nation, the careers of most painters re- 
duce themselves to an acquisition of a 
practicable technique and to successful 
emulation. Among the less imaginative 
types of painters this emulation degen- 
erates into a crass imitation of the 
work of some bygone or contemporary 
celebrity; among the more resource- 
ful, such imitativeness is partly dis- 
guised in a balanced eclecticism. 

The personal expression of an artist 
is perforce autobiographical ; hence, 
irrespective of the chosen subject, the 
breadth and depth of individual art is 
largely determined by the breadth and 
depth of personal experience. Having 
in the course of the last thirteen years 
reviewed in these pages the work of a 
hundred and some odd painters — based 
in the main upon the interpretation of 
the Mexican theme — it is in the pecu- 
liar individual handling of this com- 
mon, and in many respects restricted, 
theme that we have been able to trace 
the elements of a spontaneous and true 
originality. 

The Mexican canvasses of Ephraim 
Doner bear an emphatic note of orig- 
inality because, regardless of their the- 
matic content, they are intimate frag- 
ments of autobiography, mirroring the 
highly original course of the painter's 
personal experience. Ruggedly realis- 
tic in their representational values, 
their third-dimensional scope is im- 
pressively evinced in their broad uni- 
versality. Doner beheld and depicted 
Mexico from a perspective that eludes 
geographical identification. Profound- 
ly human in their intimate closeness 
to life, simple to austerity in execution 
(a simplicity only available to those 
who are masters of an ample tech- 
nique), unpretentious in their subject 
matter, these canvasses pulsate with 



By GUILLERMO RIVAS 

Reprinted from "Mexican Life" 



that rare and almost indefinable qual- 
ity which approaches the realism of 
the purely emotive and provides the 
essense of all good poetry. 

This indefinable quality of Doner's 
art, which, for the sake of categorical 
enumeration, we might classify as a 
perfectly normal condition of univer- 
sality — but which we must not con- 
fuse with the sophisticated brand of 
cosmopolitanism engendered along the 
jejune edges of Bohemia, is the quite 
natural result of the singularly cos- 
mopolitan course of the artist's life. 

Ephraim Doner, who belongs to the 
modern generation of American paint- 
ers, was born in the erstwhile Rus- 
sian territory of Poland. Although 
he commenced to draw in his earliest 
childhood and to paint has always been 
his life's salient ambition, the course 
of his artistic progress has been by 
way of much strife and turmoil. As a 
boy he went through all the ravages 
of war and revolution, and as a very 
young man he found himself homeless 
and uprooted and a wanderer upon the 
face of the earth, strugglng bitterly 
with terrific odds to make a way for 
himself in the elusive and quite world- 
ly world of art. 

Decidedly not the performer of the 
fashionable atelier, and actually be- 
longing to the proletarian artist class, 
Doner is not an artist of the militant 
proletarian school. He defined to me 
the gist of his art philosophy in more 
or less the following words : 

"One must combine in the new 
school art a sense of beauty personally 
and honestly interpreted. Social art in 
itself is non-existent unless it is pre- 
eminently art. We will accomplish 
much more for the workman by giving 
him a feeling of the things he lives 
with than by distorting or even cari- 
caturing such things. In other words, 
by imbuing the workman with a sense 
of poetry the artist helps to develop 
in him a more sensitive approach to 
reality, hence a more vulnerable so- 
cial consciousness." 

Ephraim Doner is an artist without 
roots ; for this reason he has no other 
way of expressing himself than the 



personal and intimate way; and that, 
too, might provide the explanation why 
his depiction of Mexico, with all its 
profound and faithful delineation, is 
so absolutely unlike the usual efforts 
of visiting painters. 



THE RHYME OF GEFILTE FISH 
By RABBI HARRY WEISS 

LEVIATHAN, tradition says, 
Shall be the savory share 
Of every man of saintliness 

When heavenward he'll fare. 

But God bethought and said 

'Tis better that I give 
To Israelites a foretaste of 

Leviathan while they live. 

And so on every Friday night, 

Jews have gefillte fish 
Which is an entree telling of 

The paradisal dish. 

White fish of the silvery scale, 

And carp which men thought wise, 

And pike, the warrior, swimming with 
Speed of great surprise. 

These three shall then well blended be, 
With eggs, the source of life,, 

All mixed in seasoned unity — 
Forever through with strife. 

Horseradish, too, with beets, to bring 

A tear, remembering 
That even joy brings tears to eyes 

Of peasant and of king. 

And thus the three fish mingle well, 
As brothers true should be 

To bring delight foreshadowing 
God's gift to you and me. 



MANIFOLD RESURRECTION 

The periodic wanton destruction of 
trees in Jewish settlements in Pales- 
tine by Arab marauders aroused the 
Jewish National Fund to undertake to 
plant many trees in place of each fall- 
en one. During 1937 the Jewish Na- 
tional Fund, in fulfillment of its 
pledge, planted 500,000 trees. These 
took the place of 70,000 trees which 
had been destroyed. 
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THE STORY OF MISS SIEGEL 



By RUTH GONZER 



DURING the first week I thought 
I should never get used to my 
new job. I had graduated only 
several months before from college, 
and after weeks of job-hunting, I 
finally found myself behind a counter 
in Mandelbaum's Fashion Center. 
Standing on aching feet all day in a 
big store is no joke. Not after you 
have been accustomed to four years of 
placid acceptance of classroom benches 
and professors' quiet, droning voices. 

Our department, especially, seemed 
to be the worst. That is, it was the 
worst for the girls, but it gave the 
store the largest sales. About ten 
o'clock the hordes of noisy, perspiring, 
bargain-hunting women would descend 
upon us. My head would whirl and 
my face grow hot and red as I tried 
to display silk blouses, pick up hangers, 
count change and answer half a dozen 
questions all at once. 

But after a while it wasn't so bad. 
It was surprising how quickly you 
could adapt yourself. Between cus- 
tomers I'd find a second to nod and 
smile to the other girls. Sometimes we'd 
exchange a few remarks between the 
counters about how hot it was, and 
what you were going to get for lunch, 
or what a heavy date you had for that 
night. Of course there was gossip, too. 
But that was saved for the employee's 
rest room during lunch hour. Up there 
the girls would toss off their shoes and 
sit around smoking and nibbling candy. 
Little bits of scandal would be circu- 
lated along with the mint drops and 
chewing gum. I never said much, be- 
ing new and not knowing anybody, but 
I liked to listen. That was how I heard 
a lot about Miss Siegal. 

Miss Siegal was the head buyer of 
the store. The girls all respected her 
and many of them secretly envied her. 
There was some kind of talk about her 
once having been a salesgirl in the 
store about ten years ago, when Man- 
delbaum's Fashion Center was just a 
basement. Mandelbaum, Sr. had no- 
ticed her shrewdness and her reserved 
business-like manner, and promoted 
her steadily until now she held the 
most responsible position in the store. 
It was second only to that of young 
Mandelbaum, Jr. And even he consult- 
ed her on everything he did. Or at 
least that's what the girls said. 

Sadie, the freckled little redhead 



from the two-ninety-eights, thought it 
was peculiar. 

"He won't listen to his old man. 
But he'll do anything she says," she 
confided to me. "Seems kinda funny." 

"You mean . . . maybe . . . ?" I sug- 
gested timidly. 

"Naw, it isn't anything like that. 
I guess you don't know Miss Siegal 
or Mr. Mandelbaum either. She 
wouldn't look at a man sideways. And 
he isn't her kind anyway." Sadie bent 
and tied her laces. "Course she isn't 
bad looking, and she sure wears swell 
clothes, but I guess she just freezes 
them away." 

Freezes? That word recalled the first 
time I heard Miss Siegal speak. I had 
slipped off one shoe under the counter 
during a lull in the afternoon. The 
cheap patent leather had become un- 
bearable and I felt tears of fatigue 
burning my lids. Suddenly I heard a 
little hissing sound from the next 
counter, which in salesgirl vernacular 
means "danger." I shuffled hurriedly 
for my shoe, but it wasn't there. I bent 
over my blouses and felt the blood 
draining away from by face. Then I 
raised my head and met the eyes of 
Miss Siegal. 

"Have you looked under the boxes ?" 

Freezes? Not with that voice. Cool, 
yes. But cold . . . never. Cool and 
sweet, yet strong, like a clear liquid 
seeping softly into your senses. For a 
brief moment I was speechless. It was 
the sudden beauty of it. coming like 
that in the midst of all those harsh 
chattering shoppers' voices. Then I 
started stuttering. But Miss Siegal 
just smiled, a smile of understanding 
I thought, and moved away. 

I think it was from that moment 
that I became her slave. Of course I 
never said anything to the other girls. 
I am afraid that they wouldn't have 
understood. But I began to look for- 
ward to the times when Miss Siegal 
would pass my counter. I nourished a 
silent worship, something like that of 
a little scullery maid for a queen. I 
even welcomed the once hateful hour 
spent hanging to a subway strap every 
night and morning, because it gave me 
time to weave fantastic tales around 



the figure of Miss Siegal. My imagin- 
ation built her into a creature of glam- 
our and mystery, a Cinderella turned 
princess. The only element lacking was 
a Prince Charming and my mind 
strove endlessly to fashion that lack. 
There might have been an unhappy 
love affair, a tragedy. But I had 
nothing concrete to go on. 

I would watch Miss Siegal every 
morning as she stood talking to one of 
the men buyers. She was not tall, but 
the way she held her head on the 
strong white column of her throat 
made you forget her actual five foot 
three and a half inches. You couldn't 
tell her age either, though she must 
have been at least twenty-nine, ac- 
cording to the way the girls figured it. 
But her hair was like fine black silk, 
and it was pulled simply into a "bun" 
on her neck. Her eyes, too, were black 
under fine unplucked brows, and they 
looked at you steadily, coolly, probing 
deeply through their great, luminous 
pupils. I think she used powder, but 
no other cosmetic, although her fine 
mouth would have been far more no- 
ticeable if it had been reddened. She 
seemed to scorn all artifice, even in 
her dress. None of her clothes came 
from Mandelbaum's seven-ninety-five 
stock. That much was evident. The 
girls speculated on the cost of her 
simple, tailored things, but what they 
didn't realize was that no matter what 
Miss Siegal wore, she would still look 
like a queen. There was something in- 
definable about her, a strange quality 
of dispassionate calm and cool reserve 
that lent her an untouchable dignity. 
When she reprimanded one of the girls 
for dawdling, her voice never grew 
loud or coarse like some of the other 
heads of the departments. She spoke 
with the same quiet intonation my 
English professor at college lectured 
with. It was this quality that brought 
respect not only from the girls, but 
from the men buyers as well. The men 
could flirt and "kibitz" with plump 
Miss Rosen or giggly Miss Finkle- 
stein, but with Miss Siegal it was all 
respectful business talk. I would watch 
her from my corner as she moved 
slowly on the crowded floor, listening 
to the person beside her, her black eyes 
watchful but never ruffled or excited. 
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Somehow, it didn't seem right. A wo- 
man with a voice and eyes like that 
must possess a hidden warmth and 
tenderness somewhere inside. I longed 
with all my silly little heart to see Miss 
Siegal stirred and breathless. 

After I had been working in Man- 
delbaum's for almost three months 
Sadie informed me that Mandelbaum, 
Jr. was expected back any day from 
his annual trip to Paris, where he had 
gone supposedly to bring back new 
styles for the Spring display. 

"And wait 'till you see him," she 
told me, chewing vigorously on a car- 
amel. We had formed the habit of eat- 
ing lunch together in the employees' 
cafeteria. 

I had never seen Mandelbaum, Jr. 
and I asked : "What's he like ?" 
Sadie laughed. 

"Lou Mandelbaum?" She leaned 
back in her chair. "He's the real play- 
boy type you read about in the papers. 
Mother died young, spoiled by father, 
swell clothes, cars, liquor, dames. Gets 
all the money he wants and don't have 
to work for it, either. Old Mandel- 
baum sends him to Paris whenever it 
gets too hot for him here. But he don't 
give a hang what the old guy thinks. 
About the only one he's got any re- 
spect for is Miss Siegal, and she's only 
a year or two older than him. I guess 
she scares him, like she does all the 
other men. "She swallowed her cara- 
mel and got up. "C'mon, kid. Time to 
get back." 

I stood up. A new knowledge had 
suddenly come to me, and I felt flush- 
ed and warm. 

"You go ahead. I forgot my hand- 
kerchief." 

I left Sadie and went toward the 
locker room. It was all so clear. Of 
course. Young Mandelbaum was in 
love with Miss Siegal. He, too, had 
seen through that air of mysterious 
dignity to the real woman underneath. 
But she had sent him away to change 
and when he came back, a new and 
different kind of man, worthy of her, 
she would accept him and they would 
live happily ever after. 

All the rest of that day as I stood 
behind my counter, I kept dreaming 
of the beautiful secret romance I had 
discovered. Twice I counted the wrong 
change, but instead of my usual flus- 
tered apology, I merely smiled at the 
customer and went on folding blouses. 
The next morning I watched eagerly 



for Miss Siegal. My heart leapt as I 
noticed her new black dress and the 
thin silver chain on her white throat. 
Her face, however, was pale and calm 
as always, as she stood listening to 
Miss Rosen of the millinery depart- 
ment. 

Suddenly I heard Sadie's familiar 
hiss. 

"There he is !" 

That meant only one thing. Reck- 
lessly, I leaned across the counter. 

"Where?" 

Sadie moved her head silently, and 
I followed her gaze to a couple bear- 
ing down upon Miss Siegal. I could 
see only their backs : a broad, arro- 
gant, masculine (back in natty gray 
tweed, and a small, plump, feminine 
back dripping smart fox furs. I just 
had to see them. I glanced desperate- 
ly in Sadie's direction. She smiled 
good-naturedly and came over to my 
counter. 

"Go get yourself a drink of water, 
kid. You look all tuckered out." 

I squeezed her hand and made my 
way quickly through the crowd of 



AS a result of the pressure of 
persecution and economic dis- 
tress, fully one-third of our 
people have migrated from the Old 
World to the New in the last three 
hundred years. American opportunity 
and American freedom have given to 
us comfort, mental ease and financial 
sustenance. 

Today, as never before, we are faced 
with a world problem, one which is as 
important to the American Jew as to 
the foreign Jew. We all have vivid 
pictures, indelibly imprinted upon our 
minds and our hearts of Jewish help- 
lessness, of want and distress. If we 
are to maintain caste and respect in the 
eyes of the civilized world and more 
especially in the eyes of our American 
neighbors, we must take upon our- 
selves the support of these sufferers. 
It is as obligatory as the support of 
our own American fellow-Jews. Just 
as Jews of all origins in this country 
have coalesced around charity efforts, 
so must we all combine, on an interna- 
tional scale, for the support of world 



shoppers to the fountain. And there 
I risked losing my job, for I leaned 
against the fountain twisting a paper 
cup and staring at the three people a 
few feet away. 

Miss Siegal was shaking hands with 
the man and woman. All I could see 
of the woman was a curve of brassy 
yellow hair and a thick painted mouth 
under a Parisian veil. Her voice was 
high and strident, and I heard every 
word. 

"So Louie dared me to elope to 
Paris right then and there, and we up 
and did it, just like that. And here we 
are." 

The paper cup slipped from my 
hand. I could not see Miss Siegal. 
Young Mandelbaum stood directly in 
front of her. 

"Aren't you going to congratulate 
us, Jennie?" There was unconvincing 
defiance in his tone. He moved aside, 
and I saw a smile cut the frozen calm 
of Miss Siegal's face. And then she 
was speaking, loudly and hurried, as if 
she were running away from some- 
thing. It didn't even sound like 
her. That lovely liquid voice had 
(Continued on page 20) 



Jewry. We have given, and given well, 
in the past, but we must give and keep 
on giving in the future. We cannot 
desert the trust which to us is God- 
given — to "take care of our own" 
wherever they may be or whence they 
come. Ours is a heritage we cannot 
forsake. We cannot sit smugly by, 
shut our eyes and let "the other fel- 
low do it." 

The future of our foreign brethren 
and ours are interlocked, for a chain 
is only as strong as its weakest link. 
In solidarity there is strength and 
solidarity can only be maintained if we 
help to support the Jews in other lands 
who are helpless. In this tumultuous 
world of hate and greed Jews must 
continue to practice brotherly love. We 
have survived through centuries of 
crises and persecution, and with the 
same fortitude and God-abiding faith, 
our fellow Jews on the other side will 
survive, with our aid. 

The most effective means of trans- 
mitting relief is through a concentrat- 
(Continued on page 20) 
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JEWISH EVENTS REVIEWED 



ALL the members of the Commis- 
sion established by the British 
government to inquire into the 
technical aspects of the plan for the 
partition of Palestine have already 
been appointed. The members are Sir 
John Woodhead, chairman; Sir Ali- 
son Russell, A. P. Waterfield, and 
Thomas Reid. S. E. V. Luke, of the 
Colonial Office, will serve as secretary. 
The Commission will leave for Pal- 
estine this month to begin its work. 

* * * 

The Hungarian Parliament is about 
to consider a bill whose object is the 
reduction of Jewish influence in the 
economic and scientific life of that 
country. The bill, prepared by the 
Ministry of Justice, empowers the gov- 
ernment to regulate participation in 
industry and the professions on the 
basis of 80% for Aryans and 20% 
for non-Aryans. Persons who re- 
nounced the Jewish religion after 
August 1, 1919, will nevertheless be 
regarded as Jews. Jews who served in 
the World War, however, will not be 
adversely affected. It has also been 
proposed that within five years mea- 
sures must be taken to insure that 
Christians should receive 80 per cent 
of all salaries in the economic life of 
Hungary. Another anti-Jewish mea- 
sure has been announced by the Min- 
ister of Agriculture which in effect 
prohibits kosher slaughtering. 

* * * 

At the personal request of President 
Roosevelt, this Government has made 
a proposal to nine European and twen- 
ty Central and South American coun- 
tries to come to the rescue of Ger- 
man and Austrian political refugees 
by furnishing a haven for them. These 
countries have been invited to join in 
the creation of a special committee for 
the purpose of facilitating the emigra- 
tion of the victims of Nazi oppression. 
The financing of such emigration is to 
be undertaken by private agencies 
without interfering with existing re- 
fugee aid organizations and activities. 
Attention is called to "the necessity of 
speedy cooperative effort under gov- 
ernmental supervision if widespread 
human suffering is to be averted." 

The significance of this proposal lies 
more in the attitude it exemplifies than 
in the immediate practical benefits it 
may produce. As a sharp rebuke to the 
Nazi regime it is a timely manifesta- 
tion of the faith of democratic gov- 
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ernments in the memorable and fun- 
damental doctrine of asylum. The plan 
does not contemplate that this country 
or the others will increase their immi- 
gration quotas — at least presently. It 
does, however, assure that the nations 
participating in the plan will accord 
greater and more sympathetic consid- 
eration to those seeking refuge. Macy 
countries have favorably responded to 
the invitation. 

Great Britain, while professing its 
sympathy with the proposal, has de- 
clared that it would not permit the 
"indiscriminate admission" of all Aus- 
trian refugees. It has stated, however, 
that special consideration would be 
given to "suitable applicants, including 
persons whose work in the world of 
science, arts, business and industry 
may be advantageous to this country." 

The Zionist Organization of Amer- 
ica, in greeting with satisfaction the 
"humanitarian call" of this govern- 
ment, has appealed to the United 
States to urge Great Britain to lift the 
artificial barriers against the immigra- 
tion of Jews into Palestine and to 
open its doors in accordance with the 
country's economic absorptive capa- 
city. 



The thirteenth anniversary of the 
founding of the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem was celebrated April 1st. 
When the University was established 
it had merely one building, 64 stud- 
ents, 30 faculty members, and 12 
courses. Now it has 12 buildings, over 
800 students, a faculty of 110, and a 
program of teaching and research 
which is as extensive as that in other 
leading universities. The faculty in- 
cludes 35 noted German scholars who 
were exiled from or obliged to flee 
their country. 

The scientific research engaged in at 
the University has been of considerable 
value and importance. Investigations 
conducted there in the fields of public 
health, agriculture and exploration of 
the natural resources of the country 
have greatly benefited both Jew and 
Arab. Recently, experimentation has 
been undertaken there which may lead 
to the eradication of the disease of 
leprosy. 



A movement has been started in this 
country to organize a colony in Pal- 
estine for the settlement of prominent 
Jewish singers and composers from all 
parts of the world. It is intended that 
this colony should develop a symphonic 
choir which shall "produce works of 
Jewish prophets and rekindle and re- 
inspire their message." A fund is to 
be raised to provide each member of 
the colony with a parcel of land and 
a house. 

* * * 

The number of Arabs employed in 
Jewish groves in Palestine is increas- 
ing despite the terroristic activities of 
the Arabs during the past few years. 
In 12 large colonies, Jewish plantation 
owners employ 11,560 Jews and 5,820 
Arabs. During March, 2,700 Jewish 
immigrants entered Palestine. The 
Histadruth (General Jewish Federa- 
tion of Labor) has, during the past 
two months, provided employment for 
2,400 unemployed in Palestine. It has 
also been responsible for the packing 
during the present citrus season of 
2,000,000 cases of fruit, or one quar- 
ter of the total Jewish exports. Nine- 
teen new Jewish communities were 
founded in Palestine last year. 



The Wisconsin Federation of Ger- 
man-American Societies, representing 
73 dominant German- American groups 
in that state, has issued a statement 
"most vehemently" condemning the 
activities and "doctrine of hate" of the 
pro-Nazi German- American Bund. 
Declaring that "it has nothing what- 
ever in common with the propaganda 
of racial hatred and religious intoler- 
ance fostered by the Volksbund every- 
where," the Federation asserted that it 
was "pledged to cooperate in true 
American spirit of democracy with the 
various groups that compose any or all 
parts of the population of our United 
States, regardless of race or creed." 



The Ministerial Association of 
Johnstown. Pennsylvania, has adopted 
a resolution calling anti-Semitism "un- 
christian" and "a threat to democracy 
and a denial of the fundamental prin- 
ciples on which this nation is found- 
ed." Stating that "there is special need 
at this time that the church throughout 
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the world bring every resource at its 
command against the sin of anti-Sem- 
itism," the resolution promised un- 
ceasing opposition to the commission 
of such sin. 

* * * 

Quebec has a drastic statute, the so- 
called "Padlock Act," intended to curb 
and eliminate Communistic activities 
and propaganda. The Act empowers 
the authorities to confiscate any liter- 
ature or material suspected of having 
or furthering subversive doctrines. 
Under this Act the library of a Jew- 
ish organization has been confiscated 
because the volumes seemed suspicious, 
being written in strange characters — 
Jewish. The Social Service Council 
of Canada, an association of religious 
bodies, has recently denounced the law 
on the ground that it threatens the 
rights and privileges of religious min- 
orities. The Council has also charged 
that much of the anti-Communist pro- 
paganda is also anti-Semitic. 

* * * 

A number of prominent Rabbis are 
reported to have been recently arrest- 
ed by the Soviet government. One of 
them, charged with the offense of 
teaching Talmud to young children, 
was exiled to Siberia for a term of 
seven years. 

* # # 

In Chemnitz, Germany, a court has 
held that maintenance of friendly rela- 
tions with Jews is sufficient grounds 
for divorce ... In Dresden a sales- 
man tried for stealing money from a 
Jewish firm which employed him was 
acquitted by the court on the ground 
that he must have learned from his 
Jewish employers the art of stealing. 

* * * 
Inter-faith conferences on consum- 
ers' cooperatives have recently been 
held in Washington and Boston by 
Protestant, Catholic and Jewish reli- 
gious groups. One of the sponsors of 
these meetings is the Central Confer- 
ence of American Rabbis. A study of 
the cooperative movement is being 
made by the Social Justice Commis- 
sion of this Conference. The religious 
significance of cooperation is being 
stressed side by side with the econo- 
mic advantages of consumer combina- 
tions. 

* * * 

Immediately after Germany's annex- 
ation of Austria the Polish Parliament 
adopted a law which may deprive 
nearly 25,000 Polish Jews in Austria 
of their Polish citizenship. The law 
permits the Government to cancel the 
citizenship of those nationalities who 



have resided abroad jor more than five 
years, lost contact with the Polish 
state, been guilty of anti-Pohsh activ- 
ities or declined to serve in the Polish 
army. As a result of this law many 
Galician Jews who fled to Austria dur- 
ing the Vvorld War when Gahcia was 
taken over by Poland will be prevent- 
ed troni returning to Poland. Oppon- 
ents ot this law say that it will have 
an adverse effect on emigration of 
Jews from Poland which the govern- 
ment had been seeking to encourage. 
Foreign countries may now be reluc- 
tant to receive emigrants from Poland 
if their Polish citizenship may be lost 
after five years. 

* * * 

A decree of the Governor of Valona, 
Albania, forbidding Jews to close their 
businesses on Saturdays was counter- 
manded by King Zog personally after 
he had received a petition of protest 
from the Jews of that district. 

* * * 

A half -day general strike by Jewish 
workers in Lomza, Poland, protest- 
ing anti-Jewish disturbances, was rein- 
forced by the participation of Chris- 
tian workers as well. This strike was 
successful in preventing further seri- 
ous disorders. 

* * * 

A Christian jurist, Justice Charles 
E. Claypool, was named honorary 
Chairman of a series of lectures to be 
held in the Herzl Synagogue in Seat- 
tle. This is the first instance of a Gen- 
tile's heading an undertaking in a syn- 
agogue there. 

* * * 

A bullet wrapped in a package con- 
taining a swastika was received by 
Rabbi Samuel Sachs, Chairman of a 
B'nai B'rith anti-defamation committee 
in Toronto. During the past three 
years twelve menacing letters, includ- 
ing a death threat, have also been sent 
him. 

* * * 

At a hearing before a joint legisla- 
tive committee of this State investi- 
gating conditions in the Rockland 
State Hospital for the Insane evidence 
was presented showing discrimination 
against Jewish patients. One doctor 
was said by an attendant to have de- 
clared that "All Jews should be exter- 
minated." 

* * * 

For the first time in the history of 
San Francisco a census of the Jewish 
community there is being undertaken. 
The purpose of the survey is to collect 
data which, together with similar data 
collected in other cities, will reveal 



the characteristics of the Jewish popu- 
lation throughout the country and as- 
sist in refuting misconceptions con- 
cerning the Jews. The statistics will 
also be helpful for vocational, educa- 
tional, health and other social purposes. 
This study is being sponsored by the 
Conference on Jewish Relations of this 
city which includes professional, aca- 
demic, cultural and other Jewish lead- 
ers of the country. The president of 
this body is Professor Morris R. Co- 
hen ,who recently retired from the fac- 
ulty of the College of the City of New 
York. 

* * * 

An extensive anti-Semitic campaign 
has been going on in North China. In 
Tientsin, a Jewish Defense Corps has 
been organized to prevent anti-Jewish 
disturbances fomented by Russian 
White Guardists. A violently anti- 
Semitic newspaper published by the 
Guardists in Manchuria was suppress- 
ed by the authorities after it had open- 
ly urged a pogrom against the Jews. 
For five years this paper has agitated 
against the Jews in the Far East . . . 
The ravages of war in Shanghai have 
destroyed much Jewish property and 
have left 500 Jews destitute. An ap- 
peal has been issued to world Jewry 
to provide immediate relief for them. 

* * * 

A manifesto has been issued by 53 
Protestant, 23 Catholic and 23 Jewish 
religious leaders of this country pro- 
testing the "oppressive legislation and 
government-inspired propaganda of 
hatred" in Austria under Nazi rule. 
The statement, made public through 
the National Conference of Jews and 
Christians, expressed their "profound 
abhorrence of the course of oppres- 
sion and incitation, the denial of the 
rights of minorities, the restrictions on 
freedom of conscience, and the ar- 
bitrary suppression of political and 
civic equality already instituted in Ger- 
many and now being extended into 
Austria." 

* * * 

Of fifty-eight fellowships of the 
John Simon Guggenheim Memorial 
Foundation awarded for 1938, eight 
have been granted to Jewish scholars 
and artists. 

* * * 

One thousand three hundred and 
seventeen Jewish refugees were ad- 
mitted to Holland in 1937 as tempor- 
arv residents. The total number since 
March, 1933 is 8,387. The Hias-Ica 
Emigration Association aided 4,885 to 
enter that country. 

(Continued on page 22) 
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THE SPIRITUAL AND THE MATERIAL 

A Selection From Dr. Israel H. Levinthal's Miscellaneous Sermons 



Ignorance never had a place in Jew- 
ish life. Education was never the pri- 
vilege of the few nor the prerogative 
of the rich. Every Jew, rich or poor, 
high or lowly, realized the blessings of 
Hebrew learning and all strove to ap- 
ply its advantages to themselves and 
to confer them upon their children. 
Talmud Torah Keneged Kulom, the 
study of the Law has precedence over 
everything. That is the motto which 
has implanted itself within the con- 
sciousness of our people. 

* * * 

The Jew is in reality what the Phenix 
is in fancy. He is the unconquerable, 
the unvanquished of history. How of- 
ten did the words of Isaiah, spoken 
of Babylon, apply to him: "How art 
thou fallen from heaven." Again and 
again he was brought low. Again and 
again his enemies pronounced the 
eulogy over his remains. Again and 
again he could say with the Psalmist : 
"The cords of death compassed me, 
and the straits of the netherworld got 
hold upon me." But out of the grave 
his deathbed soul arose once more, his 
immortal spirit began to live again. 
Babylon fell and remained fallen. 
Greece fell and remained fallen. The 
Jews fell a thousand times, yet never 
remained fallen. The efforts of all his 
enemies to destroy him were of no 
avail. He remains invincible ! Yea, O 
Israel, thou art the Phenix of history ! 
From out of the fiery crucible of death 
thou risest again and dost not die. 

* * * 

Whenever I think of those who be- 
come religious only when they are re- 
minded of death, I cannot help but 
think of the story that is told of the 
preaching friar, who one day saw at 
Damascus an old woman carrying in 
her right hand a brazier containing 
fire, and in her left hand a vial of wa- 
ter. The friar asked her, "What are 
you going to do?" She answered that 
with the water she would extinguish 
Hell. And he asked her "Why do you 
want to do this ?" "Because," she re- 
plied, "I do not want anybody to do 
good for the sake of gaining Paradise 
as a reward, nor for fear of Hell, 
but simply for love of God." It is a 
story which only paraphrases the Rab- 
bi's command: "Be not like servants 
who minister to their master upon the 
condition of receiving a reward." 



Let us pray for life, but a life that 
shall not end with the grave, a life 
that shall continue to eternity, through 
its nobility of character, through the 
service it renders its fellow man. But, 
above all, let us strive to turn death 
into a Beth-ha-Hayim by living nobly 
ourselves and by teaching our chil- 
dren the kind of life they ought to live. 
So that, when we shall have gone the 
way of all flesh, we too may find 
our reward in the faith that "God will 
redeem my soul from the grasp of the 
grave, for He will receive me !" 

* * * 

Other religions may teach that man 
is a perfect being but that through sin 
he fell to a lower state. Judaism teaches 
that man was not created in the full- 
ness of perfection, but with the power 
to become perfect, with the Divine 
Will within him urging him to develop 
himself to greater and continual per- 
fection, with the Divine gift within 
him to rise higher and even higher, 
aye, until he in very truth becomes 
Godlike. 

* * * 

Yea, man possesses a unique trea- 
sure, something of which no other 
species can boast — a mind. The mind 
is God's special gift to man, with 
which he is to develop himself. 

* * * 

The great trouble with our people 
today is that, contrary to Jewish teach- 
ing and Jewish traditions, the Jew 
thinks only of his past, but ignores his 
future. He remembers the exodus 
from Egypt, but does not think or con- 
cern himself with the exodus that must 
lead the Jew out of his present misery 
and degradation. 

* * * 

Wilson, like David, conceived the 
Temple of Peace. That he could not 
establish it was due to the fact that 
war can never be the instrument to 
erect a House of Peace. That was Wil- 
son's mistake, but it does not detract 
from his greatness. Who is there who 
is altogether free of mistakes? Only 
those who never attempt to do aught 
are free of error or mistake. But it 
was this mistake of judgment, not of 
motive, that caused him temporarily 
to fail and deprived him of the bless- 
ing to tread the soil of the Promised 
Land. History is harsh with leaders 



who make mistakes. For a slight error 
was Moses punished by God and de- 
nied admittance to the Land of Pro- 
mise. Wilson himself must have re- 
alized this, for shortly before his death 
he is reported to have said to Josephus 
Daniels: "We must never doubt that 
the things we stood for will come to 
pass. And I will make this concession 
to Providence, that they may come in 
a better way than the way we believed 
best." 

* * * 

There was a time, and not so long 
ago, when the first sign of a man's 
intelligence was supposed to lie in the 
fact that he believed in Darwin — 
though he probably never had read 
Darwin, and certainly did not truly 
understand Darwin. As Shaw bril- 
liantly points out, Darwin himself did 
not believe what many of his disciples 
thought he taught. 

And Judaism especially is thankful 
to Shaw for his masterly presentation 
of this subject, because Judaism is not 
in conflict with the theory of Creative 
Evolution. The world was not com- 
plete, nor was it in its fullest develop- 
ment, in the days of Creation. "In His 
goodness He reneweth the act of Cre- 
ation every day continually," the Jew 
is taught to say every morning of the 
year. God is continually creating, ever 
and ever bringing forth something new 
for man's need and for man's delight. 

* * * 

Man was not created perfect, but was 
created with the potential gift to rise 
higher and ever higher, like the angels 
ascending the ladder of Jacob's vision 
unto the very heavens. The great me- 
dieval Jewish sage and philosopher, 
Abarbanel, expresses this truth in 
striking fashion. He points out the 
very interesting fact that while after 
every act of creation the Bible tells 
us "And God saw it was good," this 
statement is not to be found after the 
creation of man; and this teaches, the 
sage says, that all other things when 
created were created perfect, in a high 
state of development. Man, however, 
was not thus created perfect, but God 
left it to man to develop himself, to 
achieve perfection by his deeds and by 
his creative will. 

{Continued on page 21) 
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SUMMARY OF THE RELIGIOUS, EDUCATIONAL 
AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES OF THE BROOKLYN 
JEWISH CENTER FROM JAN. 1 TO DEC. 31, 1937 



FRIDAY NIGHT LECTURES AND 
SERVICES 

"Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward 
Man— Can It, Shall It Ever Be"— by 
Rabbi Levinthal — Jan. 1, 1937. 

"The Unfinished Symphony" by 
Rabbi Levinthal— Jan. 8, 1937. 

"Can We Survive Disaster" by Rab- 
bi Ralph Simon — Jan. 15, 1937. 

"A Program for Modern Jewish 
Life" by Rabbi Benedict B. Glazer— 
Jan. 29, 1937. 

"Parenthood as a Fine Art" by Rab- 
bi Levinthal— Feb. 5, 1937. 

"The Eternal Road — A Message and 
Challenge of the Eternal Jew" by Rab- 
bi Levinthal— Feb. 12, 1937. 

"The Destiny of the Modern Jew" 
by Dr. Robert Gordis— Feb. 19, 1937. 

"The Role of the Jewish Woman in 
a Changing World" by Mrs. David E. 
Goldfarb— Feb. 26, 1937. 

"The Jewish Supreme Court" by 
Rabbi Levinthal— March 5, 1937. 

"Rabbi Akiba — The Romantic Rabbi 
of an Unromantic Age" by Rabbi 
Levinthal— March 12, 1937. 

Special Youth Services: Miss Shul- 
amith Schwartz — "The Cause of Pal- 
estine and Jewish Youth"; Neil M. 
Lieblich, "Cause of Charity and Jew- 
ish Youth"; John Lewis, "Cause of 
the Synagogue and the Jewish Youth" ; 
Milton D. Balsam, Introductory Ad- 
dress—March 19, 1937. 

"The American Constitution — Char- 
ter of Human Hopes" by Rabbi Lev- 
inthal— Oct. 15, 1937. 

"The New Political Horizon of Pal- 
estine" by Ittamar Ben Avi — Oct. 22, 
1937. 

"A Prince in Israel has Fallen — A 
Tribute to the Late Felix M. War- 
burg" by Rabbi Levinthal — Oct. 29, 
1937. 

"Religion in a World of Crisis" by 
Dr. Sidney E. Goldstein — Nov. 5, 
1937. 

"What the World Needs Most and 
Lacks Most" by Rabbi Levinthal — 
Nov. 12, 1937. 

"Is Hate Ever to be the Fate of the 
Jew" by Rabbi Judah A. Nadich of 
Buffalo— Nov. 19, 1937. 

"The Case for Partition" bv Mr. 
Abraham Goldberg— Dec. 3, 1937. 



"The Case Against Partition" by 
Mr. Robert Szold— Dec. 10, 1937. 

"The Case of Partition— What Shall 
be the Attitude of the Jews" by Rabbi 
Levinthal^Dec. 17, 1937. 

"Our Jewish Students — Why Are 
They Estranged from Jewish Life" by 
Rabbi Levinthal— Dec. 24, 1937. 

"The Darkest Aspect of This Era 
of Darkness" by Rabbi Levinthal — 
Dec. 31, 1937. 



SABBATH MORNING SERVICES 

Rabbi Levinthal on the Weekly Por- 
tion of the Torah. 



HOLIDAY SERVICES 

Purim Services — Reading of Megi- 
lah— Feb. 24, 1937. 

First Day of Passover — Rabbi Lev- 
inthal, speaker — March 27, 1937. 

Second Day of Passover — Rabbi 
Levinthal, speaker — March 28, 1937. 

Seventh Day of Passover — Rabbi 
Levinthal, speaker — April 2, 1937. 

Eighth Day of Passover — Mr. Louis 
Lipsky, speaker — April 3, 1937. 

First Day of Shevuoth — Rabbi Lev- 
inthal— May 16, 1937. 

Second Day of Shevuoth — Rabbi 
Levinthal, speaker — May 17, 1937. 

Slichoth Services — Rev. Samuel 
Kantor assisted by the Oscar Julius 
choir— August 23, 1937. 

First Day of Rosh Hashonah— "The 
Trumpet of Jubilee" by Rabbi Levin- 
thal— Sept. 5, 1937. 

First and Second Days of Rosh Ha- 
shonah. Auditorium. Mr. Benjamin 
Hirsh, speaker. 

Second Day of Rosh Hashonah — "A 
Program for a Jewish Life" by Rab- 
bi Levinthal— Sept. 6, 1937. 

Shabath Shuvah — Rabbi Levinthal, 
speaker — A special message to chil- 
dren—Sept. 11, 1937. 

Kol Nidre Services — "The Great 
Avowal" by Rabbi Levinthal — Sept. 
14, 1937. 

Kol Nidre Services. Auditorium. 
Mr. Hirsh, speaker — Sept. 14, 1937. 

Yom Kippur Services — "What Ails 
the World Today" by Rabbi Levinthal 
—Sept. 15, 1937. 

Yom Kippur Services. Auditorium. 
Mr. Hirsh, speaker — Sept. 15, 1937. 



First Day of Succoth — Rabbi Lev- 
inthal, speaker. Sept. 20, 1937. 

Second Day of Succoth — Rabbi Lev- 
inthal, speaker — Sept. 21, 1937. 

Shemini Atzers — Rabbi Levinthal, 
speaker — Sept. 27, 1937. 

Rev. Dr. Israel H. Levinthal, Rabbi 
Rev. Samuel Kantor, Cantor 
Rev. Meyer Rogoff, Sexton 



HEBREW EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

(a) Junior Congregation 

The children of the Hebrew School 
meet every Saturday morning and 
during Holidays in the Beth Hame- 
drash. Sermons are delivered by the 
members of the Hebrew School Facul- 
ty and guest speakers. 

(b) Daily Hebrew School 

Meets daily from 4:00 to 6:30 P.M. 
and Sundays and Legal Holidays from 
10:00 A. M. to 12:30 P. M. 

(c) Religious School 

Meets every Sunday morning 
throughout the season from 10:00 
A. M. to 12 M. 

(d) Three-Day Week School 

Meets Tuesday and Thursday af- 
ternoons and Sunday mornings. 

(e) Class in Ein Yaakov and Bible 
Study 

Meets every Saturday afternoon. 
Mr. Benjamin Hirsh, speaker. 

(f) Consecration Group of Girls 
Sunday morning 10-12 P. M. 

(g) Post-Consecration Group of Girls 
Once every two weeks on Tuesday 

evening. 

FACULTY 

Rabbi Israel H. Levinthal, Principal 

Mordecai Halevi, Head Instructor 

Mrs. Jean Serbin-Beder 

E. M. Edelstein 

Mrs. E. M. Edelstein 

Benjamin Hirsh 

Berenica Grayzel, Secretary. 



INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES 
FOR ADULTS 

Hebrew A — Every Thursday at 9 
P. M., Miss Betty Ungar, Instructor. 

Hebrew B — Every Thursday at 9 
P. M., Miss Lillie Rubee, Instructor. 

Hebrew C — Every Thursday at 8 
P. M., Miss Irene Bush, Instructor. 
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Hebrew D — Every Thursday at 9 
P. M., Mr. Benjamin Hirsh, Instruc- 
tor. 

Jewish History — Every Tuesday at 
9 P. M., Rabbi Isidor Meyer and 
Messrs. E. M. Edelstein, and M. Hal- 
evi, Instructors. 

Talmud A — Every Tuesday at 8 
P. M., Dr. Michael Higger, Instructor. 

Talmud B — Every Tuesday at 9 
P. M., Dr. Michael Higger, Instruc- 
tor. 

The Bible as Literature — Every 
Thursday at 8 P. M., Mr. Louis J. 
Gribetz, Instructor. 

Rabbi Israel H. Levinthal, Director 



PARENT-TEACHERS ASSN. HEBREW 
SCHOOL AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 

January 20, 1937— Speaker, Mr. 
Kalman Whiteman, on "National and 
Individual Objectives in Jewish Edu- 
cation." Mrs. L. R. Wolfe read the 
poems of her brother, Mr. Charles 
Reznikoff. 

February 23, 1937— Speaker, Mr. E. 
M. Edelstein, on the "Psychology of 
Parenthood." Music by Irene Kantor. 

March 17, 1937— Speaker, Mr. Mor- 
decai Halevi on the "Mental Testing 
— A Survey of the Intelligence of Our 
School Children." 

April 21, 1937 — Speaker, Benjamin 
Hirsh. Recitations by Arthur Feinberg. 

May 27, 1937 — Graduation Exer- 
cises. 

June 9 — Discussion on Strawberry 
Festival. 

November 3 — Installation of Officers 
by Rabbi I. H. Levinthal. 

December 15, 1937 — Speaker, Miss 
Fannie Lipser, on "Jewish Education 
in China." Palestinian songs by Ma- 
sada. 



CENTER ACADEMY 

A Progressive Elementary School 
combined with a fundamental educa- 
tion in Hebrew and Jewish culture. 
Hours 8:45 A. M. to 3:15 P. M. 

Parent Teachers Association Meet- 
ing — February 9th. Guest speaker: 
Mordecai Halevi. 

Open School Day — February 12th. 

Purim Celebration — Children's Ba- 
zaar — March 3rd. 

Parent Teachers Association Meet- 
ing — Speaker, Miss Hewlet "Home 
and School Responsibilities." 

School Seder — March 31st. 

Parent Teachers Association Meet- 
ing — Speaker: Miss Hewlet, "Emo- 
tional Development of the Child." 

Parents' Dinner — May 26th. 



Commencement and Closing Exer- 
cises — June 10th. 

School reopened — Sept. 22nd. 

Chanukah Celebration — Dec. 3rd. 

Parent Teachers Association Meet- 
ing — Speaker: Judge O'Dwyer, "The 
Adolescent Court — A Unique Experi- 
ment." 



FORUM AND EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE 

(a) Monday Night Forums 

"Common Sense of Birth Control" 
by Margaret Sanger — Jan. 4, 1937. 

"The Jew and the World" by Lud- 
wig Lewisohn — Jan. 11, 1937. 

"Dictatorship and Democracy un- 
der the Soviets" by Anna Louise 
Strong— Jan. 18, 1937. 

"Today's Challenge to Freedom" by 
Hon. James G. McDonald — Jan. 25, 
1937. 

"Spain and the Future of Europe" 
by Prof. Scott Nearing— Feb. 1, 1937. 

"We and Our Criminals" by Dr. 
Fritz Wittels— Feb. 8, 1937. 

"The Moscow Treason Trial" by 
Miss Suzanne LaFollette — Feb. 15, 
1937. 

"A Gentile Surveys the World Jew- 
ish Scene" by Pierre Van Paasen — 
March 8, 1937. 

"American Jews at the Crossroads" 
by Prof. Henry Slonimsky — March 
15, 1937. 

Debate — "The President's Supreme 
Court Proposal" — Hon. Geo. Z. Me- 
dalie, Judge Chas. Solomon — March 
22, 1937. 

"The Relationship of the Individual 
to the Community" by Mrs. Franklin 
D. Roosevelt— Oct. 18, 1937. 

"Japan, China and the White Man" 
by Upton Close— Oct. 25, 1937. 

"The Next War— When and Why" 
by Prof. Jerome Davis — Nov. 1, 1937. 

"World Economic Trend" by Prof. 
Scott Nearing— Nov. 8, 1937. 

"The Sex Criminal — How to Cope 
with Him" by Dr. Abraham A. Brill — 
Nov. 15, 1937. 

"Why Hitler Is Not Overthrown" 
by Dr. Joachim Prinz— Nov. 22, 1937. 

"German Character and the Next 
War" by Emil Ludwig — Nov. 29, 
1937. 

"Woman's Changing Personality" 
by Dr. Samuel D. Schmalhausen — 
Dec. 6, 1937. 

"Dictators, Democracies and the 
Reason for Them" by Norman Thomas 
—Dec. 20, 1937. 

"The Threat of the Dictators" by 
Hon. James G. McDonald — Dec. 13, 
1937. 



"Jews in the Soviet Union and Pal- 
estine" by Pierre Van Paasen — Dec. 
27, 1937. 



LECTURE COURSES 

Under the joint auspices of the 
Forum and Education Committee and 
the W.P.A. Adult Education Project 
of the New York Board of Education, 
several lecture courses are given. 

"Psychology of Personality Adjust- 
ment" by Mr. Lake — Tuesday even- 
ings. 

"Contemporary English Literature" 
by Mr. Kaplan — Wednesday evenings. 



YIDDISH LECTURES 

Yiddish lecture by S. Niger — Re- 
view of the book "Brothers Ashken- 
azi"— Jan. 10, 1937. 

Yiddish lecture by Perez Hirshbein 
— "Jewish Contribution to World Cul- 
ture"— Jan. 24th. 

Yehoash Evening — Address by S. 
Judson on: "Yehoash — Twenty Years 
Ago." Dr. J. Rolnick and Rabbi Louis 
Hammer read from works of Yeho- 
ash. Musical program by Cantor Pin- 
chas Jassinovsky, accompanied by Mrs. 
Jassinovsky — Feb. 22, 1937. 

Evening of Persian Poetry and Mu- 
sic — N. Steinberg on "The Meaning 
of Life as Interpreted by Omar Kh- 
ayyam." Musical Program by Miss 
Cynthia Mintz, Helen Tarnova and 
Cantor Jassinovsky. Dr. Ezekial Lea- 
vitt on "The Philosophy of Omar 
Khayyam and King Solomon." Reci- 
tations by Dr. A. Asen of translations 
of Omar Khayyam's poems into Yid- 
dish. Rabbi Louis Hammer presided 
—April 4, 1937. 

Lecture by Sholom Asch — "The 
World Jewish Scene"— June 8, 1937. 

Yiddish lecture devoted to works of 
the well known Jewish novelist Chaim 
Pet. Program included : Abraham Rei- 
sen, Mr. S. Dingol, L. Rosoff, and 
Kolman Mormar. Recitations by Mi- 
chael Gibson. Violin selections by 
Philip Schadchen. Dr. A. Asen, chair- 
man. 



ART EXHIBITS 

Painting exhibit by Miss Ruth Light 
—March 13, 1937. 

Sculpture exhibit by Mrs. Pauline 
Trachtman-Miller— March 13, 1937. 

Yiddish Book exhibit, under the 
auspices of the Yiddish Buch Gezel- 
schaft— April 18, 1937— Mr. David 
Pinski, speaker. 
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SISTERHOOD ACTIVITIES 

Meeting — Book Review by Mrs. Al- 
bert A. Weinstein of "Herod" by Rab- 
bi Jacob S. Minkin— Jan. 11, 1937. 

Sisterhood Bridge and Tea — Feb. 8, 
1937. 

Meeting — Mrs. S. Schwabacher, 
speaker, "Jews in Germany." "His- 
tory, Customs and Rituals of the Pass- 
over Festival" by Miss Lillie Rubbe— 
March 8, 1937. 

Meeting — Current events by Mrs. 
Wm. I. Siegel— April 12, 1937. 

Dutch Supper and Bridge — April 
24, 1937. 

Meeting — Book Review by Miss 
Naomi Finkelstein of "Akiba, Scholar, 
Saint and Martyr"— May 10, 1937. 

Meeting and Tea— Rabbi Mordecai 
Lewittes, speaker — "Student Life ^ at 
the Hebrew University in Palestine" — 
Oct. 11, 1937. 

Mother-Daughter Luncheon and 
Fashion Show— Oct. 25, 1937. 

Meeting — Fanny Lipziger, speaker 
— "The Life of the Jews in China" — 
Nov. 8th, 1937. 

Meeting — Book report by Mrs. 
Joseph Lukashok, "Brothers Ashken- 
azi" — Dec. 13, 1937. 



CLUB ACTIVITIES 

Young Folks League — Unmarried 
Center members as well as children of 
members, male over 21 years and fe- 
male over 18 years of age. 

Center Players — for young men and 
young ladies. 

Junior League — Boys 18 to 21 years, 
and girls 17 to 20 years. 

Maccabees — Sons of Center mem- 
bers 13 and 15 years of age. 

Vivalets — Daughters of Center 
members 13 to 15 years of age. 

Center Club — Sons of Center mem- 
bers 14 to 16 years of age. 

Girl Scout Troop— 12 to 16 years 
of age. 

Boy Scout Troop — 12 to 16 years 
of age. 



MISCELLANEOUS SOCIAL 
ACTIVITIES 

Oneg Shabbos, Brooklyn Council 
Hadassah and Sisterhood — Frau Yet- 
tka Levy-Stein, speaker — Jan. 16th, 
1937. 

Reception to newly elected mem- 
bers—Jan. 17th, 1937. 

Production of Sinclair Lewis' play 
"It Can't Happen Here" in Yiddish, 
under the auspices of the Federal The- 
atre and the Social Committee — Jan. 
20th, 1937. 



Annual Meeting of the Center — 
Jan. 28th, 1937. 

"Ah Wilderness" — produced by Cen- 
ter Players— Feb. 13th, 1937. 

Production of Sinclair Lewis' play 
"It Can't Happen Here" in English, 
under the auspices of the Federal The- 
atre and the Social Committee — Feb. 
17th, 1937. 

Young Folks' League Novelty Dance 
—Feb. 25th, 1937. 

Children's Purim Masquerade — Feb. 
28th, 1937. 

Victor Chenkin Concert — March 1, 
1937. 

Membership Social Meeting — March 
4th, 1937. 

Seminary Jubilee Celebration, Prof. 
Louis Ginzberg, Guest of Honor — 
March 13th, 7937. 

Gala Metropolitan Opera House 
Concert— March 14th, 1937. 

Center Academy Seder for pupils — 
March 24th, 1937. 

Passover Sedorim — March 26 and 
27, 1937. 

Young Folks Spring Hop — March 
28th, 1937. 

Young Folks League meeting and 
election of officers — April 22, 1937. 

Lag B'Omer Hebrew School Chil- 
dren's Outing at Prospect Park — 
May 2nd, 1937. 

"Success Story" produced by Center 
Players— May 9th, 1937. 

Production of Rose Franken's "An- 
other Language" under the auspices of 
Federal Theatre and Social Committee 
—May 13th, 1937. 

Consecration Services — May 16th, 
1937. 

Membership Social Meeting and 
Bridge— May 19th, 1937. 

Young Folks Get-Together — May 
23rd, 1937. 

Hebrew School Graduation Exer- 
cises—May 27th, 1937. 

Girl Scouts Parents' Night — June 
2nd, 1937. 

Closing Exercises of Sunday School 
—June 6th, 1937. 

Production of "Sun-Up" under the 
auspices of Federal Theatre and So- 
cial Committee — June 7th, 1937. 

Young Folks League Sports Hop — 
June 13th, 1937. 

Strawberry Festival given by Parent 
Teachers Association Hebrew and 
Sunday Schools in co-operation with 
the Sisterhood— June 16th, 1937. 

Young Folks Dance — Sept. 15th, 
1937. 

Simchath Torah Dinner and Dance 
—Sept. 28th, 1937. 

Opening Rally, Institute of Jewish 



Studies for Adults — Oct. 5th, 1937. 

Membership Social Meeting — Oct. 
19th, 1937. 

Production of "Patience" under the 
auspices of Federal Theatre and So- 
cial Committee — Nov. 10th, 1937. 

Initiation Service for new Hebrew 
School pupils— Nov. 13th, 1937. 

Production of "Prof. Mamlock" 
under the auspices of Federal Theatre 
and Social Committee — Nov. 17th, 
1937. 

Young Folks League Cabaret Night 
—Nov. 24th, 1937. 

Junior League Gobble Hop — Nov. 
25th, 1937. 

Membership Social Meeting — Dec. 
1st, 1937. 

Chanukah entertainment given by 
children of the Hebrew and Sunday 
Schools— Dec. 5th, 1937. 

Production of "No More Peace" un- 
der the auspices of Federal Theatre 
and Social Committee — Dec. 8, 1937. 

Joint Chanukah Party — Vivalets and 
Maccabees — Dec. 11th, 1937. 

Metropolitan Opera House Concert 
—Dec. 12th, 1937. 

Production of "The Singing and the 
Gold" under the auspices of Federal 
Theatre and Social Committee — Dec. 
22nd, 1937. 

Children's Performance — "Horse 
Play" — Federal Theatre Project — Dec. 
28th, 1937. 



PHYSICAL TRAINING COMMITTEE 

Basketball Game and Dance, B.J.C. 
vs. Trupin Club A.C.— Jan. 10, 1937. 

Basketball Game and Dance, B.J.C. 
vs. Ohrbach's— Jan. 27th, 1937. 

Basketball Game and Dance, B.J.C. 
vs. Crescent Hamilton A.C. — Jan. 30, 
1937. 

Basketball Game and Dance, B.J.C. 
vs. Central Y.M.C.A.— Feb. 10, 1937. 

Basketball Game and Dance, B.J.C. 
vs. Union Temple— Feb. 18, 1937. 

Basketball Game and Dance, B.J.C. 
vs. Jersey City Y.M.H.A.— Feb. 22, 
1937. 

Basketball Game and Dance, B.J.C. 
vs. All Stars— Oct. 23, 1937. 

Basketball Game and Dance, B.J.C. 
vs. Ohrbach's— Oct. 30, 1937. 

Basketball Game and Dance, B.J.C. 
vs. Jewish Community House of Ben- 
sonhurst— Nov. 2, 1937. 

Basketball Game and Dance, B.J.C. 
vs. 92nd Street Y.M.H.A.— Nov. 6, 
1937. 

Basketball Game and Dance, B.J.C. 
vs. Union Temple — Nov. 21, 1937. 

(Continued on page 21) 
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BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER ACTIVITIES 



HEBREW SCHOOL CLOSED 
DURING PASSOVER 

There will be no sessions in the He- 
brew School during the week of Pass- 
over. Sessions will be resumed on Sun- 
day morning, April 24th, at the usual 
hour. 

There will be no session in the Sun- 
day School this Sunday, April 17th, 
the second day of Passover. Children 
are asked to attend the services in the 
Children's Congregation. The Sunday 
School will be resumed on Sunday 
morning, April 24th. All of the chil- 
dren are asked to be in their classes. 



DAVID SHAPIRO ELECTED 
HONORARY TRUSTEE 

At the last meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of the Center, Mr. David 
Shapiro was elected as an honorary 
trustee. 

This distinction was conferred upon 
Mr. Shapiro in recognition of the loyal 
and devoted services he has rendered 
to the Center since its inception. 



NOTICE TO STUDENTS OF INSTITUTE 
OF JEWISH STUDIES FOR ADULTS 

There will be no sessions in any of 
the classes of the Institute during the 
week of Choi Hamoed Passover — 
April 19th to 21st. Classes will re- 
sume on the following Tuesday, April 
26th. 



JEWISH DAY FOR THE BLIND 

The Brooklyn Week for the Blind 
will be held at the Hotel St. George 
in the early part of May. The Jewish 
Day, a day set aside to all Jewish 
organizations who are interested in 
helping the blind, will be held on Wed- 
nesday, May 4th, in the grand ball- 
room of the St. George Hotel. The 
number of Jewish blind being taken 
care of by the organizations sponsor- 
ing this affair is very great, and it is 
important that Jews who sympathize 
with these sufferers, should help to 
make the Jewish Day a success. 
Luncheon will be served, and in the 
afternoon a fashion show will be pre- 
sented. Mrs. Milton Hertz is the chair- 
man of Jewish Day, and many of the 
members of our Center Sisterhood are 
active in this cause. 



CENTER LIBRARY 

The library of the Center is now cir- 
culating books of Jewish interest in 
Hebrew, English and Yiddish. Mem- 
bers of the Center and their friends 
who are interested in obtaining books 
for home reading are requested to 
please see our librarian, Dr. Rabino- 
witz, who is at the library on Mon- 
days, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 3:30 P.M. to 9:30 
P. M. and on Sundays from 10:30 
A. M. to 3 :30 P. M. 



CONGRATULATIONS 

We extend our best wishes and 
heartiest congratulations to the follow- 
ing: 

Mr. Aaron Donner of 1436 Carroll 
Street upon his marriage to Miss 
Judith R. Gabel, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Benjamin Gabel of 749 Eastern 
Parkway on April 9th. 

Mr. Murray T. Feiden of 1245 East- 
ern Parkway on the occasion of his 
engagement to Miss Claire Lee Axel- 
rod. 

Mr. Abraham Kranish of 1045 St. 
Johns Place who announced his en- 
gagement to Miss Dorothy Fass on 
April 6th. 



Mr. Morris L. Martz of 255 Eastern 
Parkway upon his betrothal to Miss 
Florence Miller of Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr. Abraham Pollack of 1131 Lin- 
coln Place on the occasion of his mar- 
riage to Miss Racille Ginsberg on 
April 10th. 



YOUNG FOLKS MEETINGS 

On Thursday evening, April 28th, 
the Young Folks League of the Center 
will hold its next regular bi-monthly 
meeting. An interesting program of 
entertainment is being arranged. The 
meeting is limited to members of the 
Center. Meetings of the organization 
are held every second and fourth 
Thursday evenings of the month. 



Meetings of the Junior League are 
held every Thursday evening in the 
Ladies' Social Room of our building. 



CONDOLENCE 

Our sincere expressions of sympa- 
thy and condolence are extended to 
Mrs. Jacob A. Fortunoff of 770 St. 
Marks Avenue, upon the death of her 
beloved mother, Mrs. Rose Seril on 
April 5th. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING, APRIL 20th 
(Choi Hamoed Pesach) at 8:30 o'clock 



Monthly Membership Social Meeting 

There will be a short business meeting followed by an excellent program of entertainment 

IRVING DAVIDSON 

The "Jewish Ripley" Will Speak on: 

"CONTEMPORARY WIT AND HUMOR" 
DR. FRANZ POLGAR 

Famous Mind Reader in a Program of 

MENTAL TELEPATHY, MEMORY FEATS AND HYPNOSIS 



Refreshments Will Be Served 

A Cordial Invitation is Hereby Extended to All Members of the Center — Men and 

Women — to Attend. 
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DUTCH SUPPER AND BRIDGE 

Arranged by the Sisterhood of the Center 

SUNDAY EVENING, MAY 15th 

at 8 o'clock 

Proceeds to the U. P. A. and Joint Distribution Committee 

Subscription — $1.00 

Tickets May Be Obtained from the Chairman, 
Mrs. William I. SiegeL SLocum 6-6716 



GYM AND BATH SCHEDULE 
MAY AND JUNE 

During the months of May and June 
the Gymnasium and Baths Department 
will be open as per the following 
schedule : 
Monday 

Women 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. 

Men 3 p.m. — 11 p.m. 

Boys 3 p.m. — 5 p.m. 

Tuesday 

Women..- 10 a.m. — 10 p.m. 

Girls 3, p.m. — 5 p.m. 

Wednesday 

Women 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. 

Men 3 p.m. — 11 p.m. 

Boys 3 p.m. — 5 p.m. 

Thursday 

Women 10 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

Girls _ 3 p.m. — 5 p.m. 

Men - 5 p.m. — 11 p.m. 



Friday 

Men 

Boys 

Saturday 
Men _ 



1 p.m. — 
1 p.m. — 



5 p.m. 
5 p.m. 



— 8 p.m. — 11 p.m. 

Sundays and Legal Holidays 
Men_.„ 10 a.m. — 



Boys™ 



2 p.m. 
2 p.m. — 5 p.m. 



GYM AND BATH NEWS 

The Gymnasium and Baths will close 
on Friday, April 15th at 5 o'clock, and 
will remain closed during the first and 
second days of the holidays. The de- 
partment will reopen on Monday 
morning, April 18th, at 10 o'clock. For 
the concluding Passover holidays, the 
Gymnasium and Bath Department will 
close on Thursday at 5 o'clock and re- 
open on Sunday morning, April 24th 
at 10 o'clock. 



CENTER PLAYERS 

Under the Directorship of Phil Gross 

will present 
CLIFFORD ODETS FAMOUS PLAY 

"AWAKE AND SING" 

Saturday Evening, April 23rd 



Dancing Following Presentation 

Tickets of Admission 
Now On Sale — 50c 



Important Notice 



The officers appeal to you 
to please mail in your 
check covering dues for 
the current year. Upon re- 
ceipt of payment, mem- 
bership cards for 1938 will 
be issued to you. Your 
prompt cooperation will 
be greatly appreciated. 




PITKlHAVf 
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 



WEDDING 
DECORATIONS 
Our Specialty 



We Carry A Complete 
Line oJ 

Fruit Baskets 

for every occasion 



THE BROOKLYN JEWISH 
CENTER'S OFFICIAL 
FLORIST 



TELEPHONE DICKENS 1-4000 
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APPLICATIONS FOR 
MEMBERSHIP 

The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Rose, Jules N. 

Podiatrist Unmarried 
Res. 964 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. Same 

Proposed by Robert Banks 
Wender, Jerry 

Attorney Unmarried 

Res. 1191 Carroll Street 

Bus. 320 Broadway 

Proposed by Morris D. Wender 
Zucker, Murray 

Silk Salesman Unmarried 

Res. 570 Kosciusko Street 

Bus. 469 Seventh Avenue 

Proposed by Nat Gluck and 
William Rosenberg 



- FOR RENT - 



6 ROOMS WITH 3 BATHS 



985 PARK PLACE, BELYN 

corner Brooklyn Avenue 



REASONABLE RENTAL — FINE LOCATION 
Hyxnan Aaron. Telephone PResident 4-5561 



The following has applied for re-in- 
statement in the Brooklyn Jewish Cen- 
ter: 

Cohen, Jacob 

Principal Married 
Res. 1558 Carroll St. 
Bus. P. S. 165. Brooklyn 
Proposed by Mark J. Goell 



CLUB NEWS 

The Junior League held a joint so- 
cial meeting with the Union Temple 
Junior League on Thursday, April 14, 
at the Brooklyn Jewish Center. The 



evening was devoted to a "Professor 
Quiz" contest between teams repre- 
senting each group. 

A new club called Hakoach has been 
formed. The name was selected in 
honor of the Austrian Jewish Clubs 
which have just fallen under the heel 
of Nazi oppression. A play was chosen 
for dramatization, and the cast has 
already been selected. On April 2, a 
debate was held against a Young Israel 
group on the question, "Resolved, that 
world Jewry approve the partition 
plan." The Hakoach was represented 
by Albert Jaffee, Ephraim Goldberg, 
and Judah Klein with Buddy Lowen- 



feld as rebutter. 

The club is open to girls about four- 
teen and a half years and boys above 
fifteen years, who are Center members 
and who have an interest in dramatics, 
debating, sports and social activities. 



The Maccabees devoted two meet- 
ings to a music-memory contest. On 
April 9, the social part of the evening 
was given over to a dancing lesson. 

Passersby were startled to hear one 
eager disciple enthusiastically shout, 
"Hurray, I can dance ! I never thought 
I could do it!" 

(Continued on page 22) 



FLATBUSH MEMORIAL 



CHAPEL 

WM. SHERMAN AND SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 



1283 Coney Island Avenue 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

Phone: ESplanade 7-7300 



BRANCH: 125 Varet Street 
Phone— PUlaski 5-0167 



DIGNIFIED 

AND 

DISTINCTIVE 
SERVICES 
AT HOME 

OR 

CHAPEL 
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A CALL TO ACTION 

(Continued from page 4) 



sistance or submit a grievance. Jewish 
life in its structureless confusion is 
impotent to encourage its loyal sons 
and powerless to restrain its rene- 
gades and traitors. There are only 
separate congregations, optional com- 
mittees and congresses which are at 
best but fractionally representative of 
the Jewish people, and then only as 
voices of protest without power and 
with scarcely any prestige. 

Disunion has been our dominant sin. 
Tribulations from without and bitter 
dissensions within the fold have been 
the constant retribution. Timidity and 
apathy are the symptoms of exhaust- 
ing disharmonies within the camp. Our 
temples and synagogues ring with dia- 
tribes against this sin of disunion and 
our rabbis make constant pleas for 
unity in Jewry. But their congrega- 
tions build barriers against one another, 
barriers of social pretense and glitter. 
And Eastsides and Westsides in Jewry 
form and reform in perpetual motion 
wherever God gives us Jews the great- 
est liberty and the greatest opportun- 
ities. 

Through this disunion, and the con- 
ditions that it creates, we continue to 
be our own worst enemies. Prophet 
Jeremiah said it twenty-five years ago 
". . . they are their own worst ene- 
mies." 

And on the horizon I can descry no 
mighty figures to inspire the Jewish 
masses with prophetic trust, no Mac- 
cabean personalities ot kindle the im- 
agination of Israel in golus with divine 
fire. There are worthy rabbis and em- 
inent scholars. But in this decisive mo- 
ment we need an Ezra in modern dress 
and stride. 

Thus, in tune with the times, it is 
incumbent on the young people of 
Jewry to take a dynamic part in the 
building of Jewish life upon a sifted 
foundation of pure Judaism. For to 
youth belong the things of tomorrow. 
What youth undertakes today will be 
the design it will live by in the years 
to come. Youth must take Jewish life 
into its hands, mould it in harmony 
with the contemporary vista, give it 
new glamour, new objectives, and 
make it worth struggling with and 
dying for. 

In this enterprise zealots must not 
be deterred or detained by the timid 



and the self-satisfied. Nor must the 
pioneers be hood-winked by artful 
hedgers and scare-cat Jews who warn 
of boomerangs and divided allegiance. 
Earnest Jews have never been regard- 



grown suddenly old and harsh. I shud- 
dered as I listened. 

"Of course I congratulate you, both 
of you. Only you kept it such a secret. 
Not letting anyone know. Why, we 
would have had the whole store out to 
welcome you at the pier." I saw the 
hand at her side clenching itself into 
a blue-knuckled ball, but she went on 
talking. "Your father will be over- 
joyed, Lou. He's been wanting you to 
settle down with some nice girl for the 
longest time. Why don't you take your 
. . . wife up to the office right away 
and introduce her to everybody?" 

"Thanks, Jennie. I guess I will. Are 
you coming, too?" There was an un- 
mistakable note of pleading in his 
voice, and for all the scoundrel he was, 
I felt a momentary pang of pity. Per- 
haps that woman had done it all. But 
when I heard Miss Siegal again, my 
heart turned to stone. 

"No," she said, "I can't leave now. 
We're very busy. But I'll be up later." 

Young Mandelbaum seemed about 
to say something, but the woman tug- 
ged at his arm. 

"C'mon, Louie. Miss Siegal told you 
she can't come. She only works here, 
you know." She laughingly adjusted 
her furs and curled a plump, posses- 
sive hand over her husband's arm. 
There was a triumphant smile on her 
thick mouth as they walked across the 
floor and stood there waiting for the 
elevator. Miss Siegal remained mo- 
tionless with that frozen smile on her 
face until the elevator doors had shut. 

Then she turned and met my gaze. 
I had never seen her eyes like that. 
Never would I see them that way 
again. Across the heads of several un- 
conscious shoppers, I saw her soul 
quivering naked in those luminous 
black depths — the soul of a woman 
who had gambled and lost. I stepped 
forward blindly, longing to take her 
in my arms and let her cry her heart 



ed less patriotic to adopted land be- 
cause of honest service in the cause of 
their religion and self-preservation. 
And even our severest foes would re- 
spect the resolute defenses we should 
raise to make Jewish life a stronger 
shelter for the heart of Israel, and a 
gracious unit in the complex world hu- 
manities. 



out there. But she turned abruptly and 
moved away, her head high on the 
white column of her throat. Once 
again she was Miss Siegal, head buyer 
at Mandelbaum's Fashion Center, and 
I was only a little salesgirl from the 
blouse department. 

I went back behind my counter, ob- 
livious to Sadie's curious stare, and 
folded blouses unseeingly into small 
neat piles. 



J. D. C. AND WORLD JEWRY 

(Continued from page 10) 

ed, definite, well organized agency. 
The Joint Distribution Committee 
touches every phase of Jewish life in 
Eastern and Central Europe. It ren- 
ders medical, educational, financial and 
emergency help to the needy and dis- 
tressed and looks after the welfare of 
children. There are 900,000 Jews in 
Rumania facing persecution, 350,000 
in Germany and 200,000 in Austria fac- 
ing annihilation, and one-third of the 
3,150,000 Jews in Poland are starving. 

In Poland and Rumania the Joint 
Distribution Committee has supported 
100,000 Jewish children annually. It 
aids hospitals, sanatoria and medical 
clinics. Through free loans it helps 
180,000 persons annually, or fully one- 
fifth of the Jewish population. 

In Lithuania, Austria and Czecho- 
slavakia the Joint Distribution Com- 
mittee supports child welfare institu- 
tions, hospitals, medical units, free loan 
societies and trade training schools. 

In Germany the Joint Distribution 
Committee, in the wake of the storm, 
is building anew the lives of the Jew ; 
reconstructing what has been destroyed 
— recreating the physical and moral 
being, pumping hope into hearts laden 
with despair. It helps Jews to remain 
Jews. 



THE STORY OF MISS SIEGEL 

(Continued from page 10) 
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GOBLINS FOR GERMAN 
CHILDREN 

(Continued from page 3) 
Seventy millions against three-quar- 
ters of a million — a handful against a 
multitude! This is the enemy whom 
the masters of modern Germany pro- 
fess to fear. And yet there is per- 
haps something prophetic in this fear. 
After all, if the lessons of history have 
any verity, they do teach the persist- 
ence of an ideal. We have seen 
throughout all the ages, the disappear- 
ance, in some cases gradual, in some 
cases immediate, of those men and 
those forces which have stood out 
against the rising and broadening tide 
of freedom and equality. We do know 
from the records of human achieve- 
ment that there has been an almost 
mystic relationship between the free- 



THOSE who remember the tra- 
gically notorious "Yom Kippur 
Eve Dances" arranged by Jew- 
ish radicals and freethinkers in New 
York to spite the religious sensibilities 
of the orthodox Jews will appreciate 
the change that has taken place in the 
attitude of that element in the Jew- 
ish population. Those shameful inci- 
dents date back to the early period of 
Jewish emigration to this country. The 
intervening years have had a sobering 
effect on their Jewishness and on their 
relationship to the Jewish people. 

World conditions dealt one death 
blow after another to their theories 
of assimilation and to their dream of 
a world revolution that would solve all 
problems, the Jewish problem includ- 
ed. This brought them closer and clos- 
er to their people and to their people's 
aspirations. The future of their chil- 
dren as Jews, also demanded their at- 
tention. Something, they felt, must 
and should be done to give them a 
training in things Jewish. Since reli- 
gion was taboo, schools were organ- 
ized for the express and only purpose 
of teaching children the Yiddish lan- 
guage and Jewish history. This satis- 
fied the convictions of the radical and 
free thinking organizers of the schools, 
but left a void in the life of the child. 
The child longed for the ceremonials 
connected with the Jewish holidays as 
enjoyed by children of other schools, 
and his entire Jewish education suffer- 



dom of the Jew and the freedom of 
mankind, and that the one has been 
the barometer of the other. Perhaps, 
therefore, the Nazis are wrongly right 
in their co-relation of method and ob- 
jective. Men who have determined to 
destroy the ideal and practice of lib- 
erty and justice instinctively recognize 
one of the chief obstacles to the ful- 
filment of their purpose. 

Every stigma, each insult, originat- 
ed by the Kultur-factory of the Nazis 
is directly a compliment to the Jew 
and a closer identification of our peo- 
ple with the real values of the modern 
world. A realization of this may not 
ease the physical burden of the Jew- 
ish people. It can, however, dignify 
them by an anticipation of the inev- 
itable verdict of history. Let us take 
so much balm of Gilead as we may. 

— W. I. S. 



ed thereby. The educators in charge of 
these schools soon came to realize that 
the education of the children left in 
their charge was "too dry, without 
color and without warmth." 

These educators are now agreed that 
the children must have Jewish holidays 
to round out their Jewish education, 
and they are debating among them- 
selves as to how these holidays should 
be celebrated. They would gladly ac- 
cept the holidays now in vogue but 
how to eliminate their religious char- 
acter remains a problem that is hard 
for them to solve. As one writer puts 
it: "Take away the sedorim and vnat- 
zoth from Passover, the praying and 
blowing of the shofar from Rosh 
Hashonah, and the fasting together 
with the long prayers from Yom Kip- 
pur and what remains? It is true," he 
continues, "that a substitute may be 
found to deceive our children since 
they do not know how Jewish holi- 
days should be celebrated. Why not 
give them "ersatz" holidays? For in- 
stance : Passover without matzoth and 
with a new type of a modern Hagad- 
dah written for them in Yiddish ; Rosh 
Hashonah and Yom Kippur without 
the Synagogue, without the Shofar, 
without the fast and without the Pray- 
er Book. What these holidays would 
look like and what impression they 
would make on the Jewish education 
of the American Jewish child, I do not 
venture to say." 



The search on the part of our radi- 
cals and free thinkers for Jewish holi- 
days for their children is a most inter- 
esting phenomenon. We wonder whe- 
ther it does not, in reality, reflect their 
own longing for a more meaningful 
Jewish life. — J. G. 

THE SPIRITUAL AND THE 
MATERIAL 

(Continued from page 13) 
Starvation wages mean the weaken- 
ing, the destruction of the life of the 
wage-earner, of his wife, of his chil- 
dren. Honest and fair wages mean en- 
larging and increasing his life and the 
life of his dependents. And so, too, 
all our industrial, all our political, all 
our national policies are to be judged 
by the same test — by the amount of 
life which they produce and main- 
tain — the life of the body and the life 
of the spirit. The words of John Rus- 
kin contain an everlasting truth : 
"There is no wealth but life — life, in- 
cluding all its power of love, of joy 
and of admiration. That country is 
the richest which nourished the great- 
est number of noble and happy human 
beings ; that man is richest, who, hav- 
ing perfected the functons of his own 
life to the utmost, has also the widest 
helpful influence, both personal and by 
means of his possessions, over the 

lives of others." 

* * * 

If, as we believe, Washington was 
the father of our ideal democracy, 
Lincoln the God-sent preserver of that 
ideab and Roosevelt its sturdy en- 
forcer, then Woodrow Wilson, I hold, 
was the interpreter of that ideal — of 
the soul of America — to all the world. 

* * * 

To make the world safe for democra- 
cy, that was his primal mission in life. 
The words of our Bible, which in the 
days of Washington were inscribed 
upon America's Liberty Bell : "Pro- 
claim ye Liberty throughout the land 
unto all the inhabitants thereof," Wil- 
son endeavored to have inscribed upon 
a new Bell of Liberty, whose peals 
should resound throughout every land 
and be heard in every kingdom on 
earth. 

SUMMARY 

(Continued from page 16) 
Basketball Game and Dance, B.J.C. 
vs. Prospect "Y" — Nov. 27, 1937. 

Basketball Game and Dance, B.J.C. 
vs. 8th Avenue Temple — Dec. 5, 1937. 
SAMUEL SCHOENFELD, 

Physical Training Director 
SYLVIA BAUMGARTEN, 
Director, Women's Department 
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For the first time a Jew has been 
elected to the Egyptian Chamber of 
Deputies. 

* * * 

Emanuel Shinwell, a Laborite mem- 
ber of the British Parliament, while 
putting a question in the House of 
Commons, was insulted by Command- 
er R. T. Bower, a Conservative, who 
told him "to go back to Poland." Shin- 
well slapped Bower for the insult and 
left the House after apologizing to the 
Speaker. Bower also apologized to the 
House and said he would have apolo- 
gized to Shinwell too if he had re- 
mained. 

* * # 

During a session of the Chamber of 
Deputies, when former Premier Blum 
asked for vast powers to control 
France's economic life by decree, de- 
puties of the Right shouted to him and 
members of his Popular Front: "Go 
back to the ghetto." In return Leftist 

deputies shouted : "Down with Hitler." 

* * # 

An American publisher, Russell Pal- 
mer, who is a personal friend of 
General Franco, the Spanish Insurgent 
leader, has said that anti-Semitism in 
Spain is being created by American 
aid to Spanish Loyalists. He said that 
Franco has never taken any action 
against the Jews but that he would be 
forced to do so if American aid is 
given to the Loyalists. Why the Jews 
should be such a special target of 
Franco's resentment was not stated by 
this publisher. 

* * * 

In honor of the forthcoming mar- 
riage of King Zog of Albania to 
Countess Apponyi, the Zionists of that 
country have expressed their inten- 
tion of inscribing the king's name in 
the Golden Book of the Jewish Na- 
tional Fund. Among the names of 
kings already inscribed in the Book 
are those of King Boris of Bulgaria, 
King Christian of Denmark, the late 
King George V of England and the 
late King Alexander of Jugoslavia. 

* * * 

The persecution of Jews in Ru- 
mania, instead of demoralizing their 
Jewish outlook, is enhancing it. The 
synagogues in that country are becom- 
ing increasingly popular. Young Jews 
who formerly were apathetic toward 
the religion of their forefathers have 
been taking an active part in Jewish 
religious life. The result has been a 
shortage of rabbis and Hebrew teach- 



ers. The Chief Rabbi has called a spe- 
cial conference to make certain that 
each Jewish community shall obtain a 

spiritual leader. 

* * * 

The London "Daily Chronicle" has 
revealed that a huge sum was secretly 
expended by the Nazi Government in 
1937 for propaganda throughout the 
world. 25,000 Nazi agents and 2,450 
Gestapo representatives in foreign 
countries are part of the foreign pro- 
paganda machine. 548 Nazi branches 
have been established in 45 different 
countries and over 300 newspapers 
have been maintained, subsidized or 
bribed by the Nazi Department of 
Propaganda. Much of the money has 
been spent for "social" and "cultural" 
activities calculated to advance the 
Nazi cause. 

* * * 

Dr. Charles L. Goodell, minister of 
the Marble Collegiate Church in this 
city, declared that the world needs to- 
day such statesmen as Joseph, Moses, 
and Daniel, and that "they must find 
their power where the statesmen of Is- 
rael found theirs." 

* * * 

The Jewish community in the Vir- 
gin Islands, dating back to 1757, once 
numbered over 500 but is now reduced 
to 50. These persons are no longer 
able to maintain the only synagogue 
in that island, built in 1833. Funds are 
now being sought in this country to aid 
the community and save the syna- 
gogue. 

* * * 

The 95,000 Jews in South Africa 
are being threatened by intense Nazi 
activities in that territory. The Nazis 
have developed an efficient organiza- 
tion throughout Africa which is re- 
sponsible to the German Government. 

* * * 

Their demands for money refused, 
Arab terrorists set a house on fire in 
an Arab village in Palestine, imperil- 
ing the lives of an Arab family. While 
Arab neighbors were afraid to enter 
the burning house, five Jews heroically 
penetrated the burning building and 

rescued the occupants. 

* * * 

Entering upon his first tour of Pal- 
estine, Sir Harold MacMichael, the re- 
cently appointed High Commissioner 
of that country, said that his first con- 
cern was the restoration of order and 
security. He expressed much delight 
at the productivity of Jewish settle- 



ments through which he passed. 

BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 
ACTIVITIES 

(Continued from page 19) 
Newly-elected officers of the Macca- 
bees and Vivalets are: 

President Alfred Cohen 

Vice President _ Selma Brenner 

Secretary Kenneth Amer 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF GIFTS 

We gratefully acknowledge receipt 
of the following gifts to the Center: 
Library 

Mr. Jacob S. Doner 

Mr. S. L. Goldberg 

Dr. M. Higger 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Hoffman 

Dr. I. H. Levinthal 

Mr. Leo Weitz 

Mr. Isidore Polivnick 
Prayer Books 

Mrs. Solomon Goodman 

CONCLUDING PASSOVER SERVICES 

The services for the concluding days 
of Passover will be held on Thurs- 
day and Friday evenings, April 21st 
and 22nd at 6 :30 o'clock, and on Fri- 
day and Saturday mornings at 8:30 
o'clock. Rabbi Levinthal will preach 
on Friday morning. 

The speaker at the services on the 
second day will be Mr. Maurice Sam- 
uel, brilliant writer, orator and Zion- 
ist leader. Rev. Samuel Kantor will 
officiate on both days. 

Yizkor (memorial service) will be 
said on Saturday morning at 10:30 
o'clock. 

On April 15th, Erev Pesach, kind- 
ling of candles takes place at 6:21. On 
April 22, the eve of the concluding 
day of Passover, the kindling of can- 
dles takes place at 6:28 o'clock. 

NOTICE 

Due to the intervening Passover holi- 
days, the Brooklyn Jewish Center Bul- 
letin wll not appear on Friday, April 
22nd. Its next issue will be published 
on April 29th. 

PASSOVER SERVICES 

Passover services will be held at the 
Center on Friday evening, April 15th 
at 6:15 o'clock and on Saturday even- 
ing at 6 :30 o'clock. Saturday and Sun- 
day mornings, services will begin at 
8:30 o'clock. Rabbi Levinthal will 
preach the sermon on both days at 
about 10:30 o'clock. Rev. Kantor will 
officiate on both days. 

DAILY SERVICES 

Morning services at 7 and 8 o'clock. 

Mincha services at 6:15 o'clock. 
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Camp Lexington 

A Progressive Camp for Boys and Girls 

. 17th SUMMER . NEW BUNGALOWS 

. KOSHER FOOD . CULTURAL PROGRAM 
. COMPETENT STAFF • MODERATE FEE 

Camp Directors should be considered as a sort of 
"third parent." The Doctorow Family virtually adopt 
each camper for the span of the camp season and 
foster them with an interest which would bespeak 
parenthood. 

May we show you a moving picture, of camp 
activities at your home? 

The Doctorow Family 

Phone: SLocum 6-2505 



cl7V o w Renting! 



SIX STORY APARTMENT HOUSE 

NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION 
Sterling Place corner New York Avenue 
VARIED ATTRACTIVE LAYOUTS 
Professional Apartments Available 

Representative on Premises or JACOB GREENHOLZ 

960 STERLING PLACE 186 REMSEN STREET 

Tel. PRes. 3-8925 Tel. TRi. 5-1538 



Holiday (greetings . . . 



Consolidated Taxpayers Mutual 
Insurance Company 



Owners, Landlords, Tenants and Elevator 
Liability Insurance 



164 MONTAGUE STREET 
Brooklyn, New York 

Harry Strongin, Telephone 
President TRiangle 5-5300 




THE JEWISH CONGRESS 
ELECTIONS 



CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 
AND THE JEWS 

PALESTINE AT THE WORLD'S 

FAIR 

THE MARTYR AKIBA 



WHEN DID "LIFE BEGIN 
IN THE BIBLE ? 



A NOTABLE ANNIVERSARY 



JEWISH NEWS REVIEWED 
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The Consolation of Beauty 

T HE tragedy of death is made less poignant 
when a suitable place for eternal rest is pro- 
vided. The Brooklyn Jewish Center offers ceme- 
tery plots in one of the most beautiful locations 
in the country, the old Montefiore Cemetery on 
Long Island, and at very reasonable prices. For 
more information apply to the Secretary of the 
Center at 667 Eastern Pkway. Phone PR. 4-1400. 



FLATBUSH 
CHAPEL 

WM. SHERMAN AND SONS 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 



1283 Coney Island Avenue 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

Phonst ESplanade 7-7300 



BRANCH: 125 Varet Street 
Phone— PUlasH 5-0167 
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GERMANS TO WHOM WE CAN BE 

GRATEFUL 



IN these days, when even in free 
and democratic America we see 
Germans who think more of Nazi 
dictatorship than of American liberty, 
it is good to know that there are Amer- 
icans of German descent and German 
nationality who are worthy of the 
ideals of this, their adopted land. It is 
comforting to know that not all Amer- 
icans of German stock are of the type 
who glory in the philosophy of bru- 
tality and hatred which distinguishes 
Nazism, but that there are many — 
aye the large majority, who take pride 
in the ideals of a Carl Schurtz, and 
who glory in the culture and learning 
that ruled in the Germany that was. 

We in the Brooklyn Jewish Center 
want to pay tribute to one such Ger- 
man-American with whom we have 
become closely associated. When the 
news spread that the Center had es- 
tablished a Nazi-banned Library, this 
gentleman presented the library with 
a number of valuable books, written 
in German, which today could not ap- 



FATE brought to an end the fruit- 
ful life of Louis Cohen, one of 
the founders of our institution 
and the first President of the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center. 

It was at his home, 1323 President 
Street, on December 29, 1918, that 
the first meeting was held at which 
plans were launched for the organiza- 
tion of a Center in our borough. His 
brother, the late Joseph H. Cohen, 
whom he greatly admired, had taken 
a leading part in the organization of 
the New York Jewish Center on West 
86th Street, and he felt that our com- 
munity, too, was ready for a similar 
institution. 



pear upon the shelves of any library 
in Germany. Though not of our faith, 
and not even of this community, this 
man wanted us to know that he, a 
German by blood and race, neverthe- 
less sympathized with all who suffered 
in Germany through the new regime. 

Since that day, this gentleman has 
made frequent visits to the li- 
brary, and never empty-handed. About 
one hundred volumes have already 
been presented by him, and every gift 
of books is accompanied by the gift 
of human sympathy that comes from 
a fine human heart. The Nazi-banned 
library of the Center has served its 
purpose well, not only because it has 
assembled all those books that were 
cast into the flames by Nazi bigotry, 
but because it has brought to us new 
courage and new faith from people of 
the German race who loath the new 
rule in Germany as intensely as it is 
loathed by the liberals of every na- 
tionality here and throughout the en- 
tire world. — I. H. L. 



After ten months, he turned over 
the presidency to Mr. Samuel Rotten- 
berg, but remained for years one of 
the leading figures in the Center. He 
not only gave liberally but, in giving, 
he set a standard for others to follow. 
Born in this country, he combined in 
him the true religiosity of the orthodox 
Jew and the modernism of the Jew of 
the Western World. He was the gen- 
tlest of men, and whether one agreed 
with him or not one had to love him 
and admire him for his fine character, 
his goodness of heart and keen sense 
of humor. 

He was sadly missed when he left 
Brooklyn to take up residence in Man- 



No. 39 



hattan, where he served for a number 
of years as the President of the New 
York Center. In recognition of his 
great service to our Center he was 
elected an Honorary Trustee, which 
office he held until death took him 
away from us on May 23rd. 

The Jewish communities of Brook- 
lyn and New York have every reason 
to mourn the passing of Louis Cohen. 
He knew his responsibilities to the 
community and he discharged them 
nobly. 

The members of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center, in whose midst he spent many 
of the happiest days of his life, are 
deeply saddened by this loss. His 
memory will forever linger with us. 

—J. G. 



A GRUESOME REPORT 

IN the May 23rd issue of the New 
York Times there appeared a long 
article detailing the persecution of 
both Jews and Gentiles in Vienna 
when the Nazis annexed Austria. This 
is one of the most horrifyng articles 
that has appeared in print, and those 
who wish to familiarize themselves 
with conditions existing in Austria 
during that period should make a point 
of reading it. 

Here we can see how bestiality was 
brought out in a populace thought light- 
hearted, pleasure-loving and generous, 
and there comes over one a chilling 
feeling that such a phenomenon can 
take place in any country. 

The power of propaganda is incal- 
culable, and the production of mass 
hysteria a relatively simple operation. 

-J. K. 



Members of the Editorial 
Board of the Review 

Louis J. Gribetz, Chairman 
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By LOUIS J. GRIBETZ 




PROMINENT British journ- 
alist who visited America last 
month appraised the world 



Jewish crisis. He said: "You may 
take it from me as a simple statement 
of fact that European Jewry has dis- 
appeared. Jewry as a community, as a 
body that means anything in a com- 
munal sense, has completely vanished. 
There is no longer a Jewry in Russia; 
there is no longer a Jewry in Ger- 
many; for all practical purposes there 
is no Jewry in Poland ; the Jewry of 
Austria is disintegrating under your 
very eyes; tomorrow or the day after 
tomorrow the Jewish community of 
Rumania will be faced with disappear- 
ance, and so we can go through the 
whole map of Europe and you will 
see, what is now self-evident, that 
Jewry in Europe is doomed." 

To American Israel he said: "For 
God's sake, take over the control of 
Jewry. Take over the leadership of 
Jewry and save what there is to be 
saved of our Jewish people." 

This spectacle (not unreal or ex- 
aggerated) so held out to us is indeed 
most depressing and most humiliating. 
It torments the soul of every thinking 
Jew. The truth, however, cannot and 
should not be suppressed. Wherever 
our gaze turns we painfully witness the 
same sad, tragic condition — a dreary 
uniformity of sorrow and disaster. In 
unrelentless, continuous succession cal- 
amity follows calamity. In Russia 
spiritual and cultural Judaism is in 
utter stagnation, terrible decay. The 
Jews of Germany seem like a desolate 
valley of dry bones with no sign of 
life. Jewry in Hungary is a lifeless im- 
itation of what it once was. Austrian 
Jewry is a pitiful mass — just so much 
prey and plunder to barbaric rapacity. 
Polish Jewry in want and despair, is 
defending her position with diminish- 
ing strength against fearful odds. Mil- 
lions of our fellow Jews in other coun- 
tries are groaning under insupportable 
burdens. 

But out of the dark night there 
shines forth a morning star the lum- 
inous figure of America and American 
Jewry. Even as in the days of old, 
when the sun of Jewry set in the' East 
it began to rise in the West. We are 
the largest, the most favorably situated 
Jewish community on earth. We con- 
stitute almost one-third of the entire 



Jewish population on the surface of 
the globe. In this hour of distress we 
are the hope and refuge of all Jews 
elsewhere. We may consider ourselves 
the "remnant of Israel" to which our 
foreign kinsmen must look for light 
and leading. We are the "excellency 
of their strength, the desire of their 
eyes, the yearning of their soul." 

We have at our disposal all the ma- 
terials necessary for leadership and 
succor. We have the men and the 
means — the human and material re- 
sources — indispensable to help mend 
the broken life of Jewry. 

Yea, more. We have the freedom. 
Freedom not the result of emancipa- 
tion, freedom not the faint and sickly 
hot-house plant, but freedom that is the 
natural and thriving product of Amer- 
ican civilization. Further, we have the 
sympathetic understanding and the re- 
spect of all America. America looks 
with shuddering horror on the bigotry 
and the fanaticism to which the Jew 
is subject. She looks with disdain and 
contempt upon those who insult the 
dignity of man. America is still in pas- 
sionate quest of those things which 
sweeten the life of humanity with jus- 
tice and equality. 

In this hour, when the destiny of the 
Jewish people has been placed in our 
hands, the greatest need of all. of us 
is Jewish solidarity — a united front in 
defense and furtherance of Jewish 
rights — the combined strength of the 
Jewish people to express their faith 
in justice and in the ideals of demo- 
cracy and equality. To meet the de- 
mands of the hour, the whole American 
Jewish community must assert itself. 
Every individual must participate in 
the fulfillment of this duty. Our pow- 
er, however, great as it is, will be in- 
effective through separation and dis- 
unity. 

In order that American Jewry may 
express itself and declare its will — 
come face to face with solid facts and 
with its duty — a suitable agency must 
be created and employed. An instru- 
mentality is required to be the authori- 
tative voice and arm of the American 
Jewish people. It is maintained that in 
the American Jewish Congress such 
agency exists. It is the Congress which, 
during the past 25 years, has on many 



occasions valiantly and successfully 
defended and promoted the interests 
of the Jewish people. 

At the present moment, the Ameri- 
can Jewish Congress, mindful of the 
special need that American Jewry act 
collectively, is conducting national 
elections for the purpose of choosing 
delegates to the Congress. These dele- 
gates, upon their election, will at an 
extraordinary conference consider the 
pressing problems facing Jewry in an 
attempt to solve them for the benefit 
of the Jewish people. 

These elections are to be held on 
Saturday evening, June 25th, Sunday, 
June 26th, and Monday, June 27th, 
1938. Registration certificates are now 
being distributed as a preliminary to 
the voting. Every Jew — man or wo- 
man — over the age of 18 years is elig- 
ible to vote in these elections. Indeed, 
it is urged that all of us are duty- 
bound to register and vote if we would 
be true to our people. 

It is important to observe that these 
elections have the deepest meaning and 
concern for Jewry. This event is not 
an ordinary one. A strange sense of 
expectancy surrounds the choosing of 
these delegates. 

The elections represent and sym- 
bolize democratic processes in all their 
strength, vitality and value.. They ex- 
emplify and recall with vividness the 
proposition that Judaism is a democra- 
tic way of life. Throughout the ages 
the Jew neither was a devotee of, nor 
in his communal life was he governed 
by, wealth, birth or position. The Jew- 
ish community was a democratic com- 
munity. In matters pertaining to the 
well-being of his group the Jew regu- 
lated his conduct according to the de- 
cision of the majority. Even among the 
learned — in religious and doctrinal 
matters — the minority deferred to the 
opinion of the majority. 

These elections must reveal that 
Jewry has within itself all the elements 
it needs to sustain and develop itself. 
For the leadership it needs it does not 
have to go beyond its own people. Nor 
does it have to accept leadership as a 
favor or by way of charity. Too com- 
monly, leadership has been furnished 
(Continued on page 19) 
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CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS AND 

THE JEWS 



By JACOB S. MINKIN 



THE close of the fifteenth century 
found Spain more disturbingly 
enmeshed in the tangles of her 
Jewish problem than ever before. The 
anvil threatened to break the hammer. 
The heroic endurance of the persecuted 
exhausted both the patience and the 
ingenuity of the persecutors. In vain 
did Torquemada strive to bring about 
a complete separation between the Jews 
and the Marranos. His cruel, frantic 
efforts succeeded only in bringing them 
even closer together to reaffirm, in 
secret, their common loyalty to their 
ancestral heritage. Inevitably, there- 
fore, he sought other means to rid the 
country of the Jews who constituted 
the spiritual support of the Marranos. 

In his desperation, he resolved upon 
the expulsion of the Jews from Spain. 
At one time or another, almost all the 
Christian nations of Europe had re- 
sorted to similar means in dealing 
with their Jewish problem. At the end 
of the thirteenth century, the Jews 
had been driven from England. At 
the end of the fourteenth century, they 
had been banished from France. Dur- 
ing the same century, they had become 
"voluntary" exiles from Germany. 
Now, at the close of the fifteenth cen- 
tury, Spain planned to emulate the ex- 
ample of her sister states. Though a 
cruel and ruthless measure, it fitted 
perfectly the evil purposes of Torque- 
mada. It was likewise a dangerous 
measure, for the Jews had been intri- 
cately concerned with the economic life 
of Spain. But what did the fifteenth 
century Spaniards know of the eco- 
nomic interests of their country? What 
did Torquemada care for the welfare 
of Spain? 

Torquemada's hatred of the Jews 
was even greater than his love for the 
church. The Jews obsessed him. Their 
presence in Spain filled him with fren- 
zied rage. Yet his aversion to the Jews 
was not so much religious, as racial. 
It was their Semitic origin which he 
hated most. He loathed the baptized 
Jew no less than his unbaptized broth- 
er. Both excited his persecution mania. 
In fact, he was so absorbed in the 
struggle against the Marranos that for 
a long time the campaign against their 



(This study of Columbus is from Dr. 
Minkins's new book, "A bar battel, and 
the Expulsion of the Jews from Spain," 
published with the permission of the 
author. — Ed. ) 

unproselytized brethren was forgotten 
entirely. It is indeed ironical that the 
great numbers of unconverted Jews 
should have remained beyond the 
clutches of the Inquisition for any 
length of time. But as conforming 
Jews, they were outside the jurisdic- 
tion of the church and the Inquisition 
could not touch them. This annoyed 
and irritated Torquemada. It was 
something he could neither understand 
nor forgive. Baptized Jews were be- 
ing persecuted and burned for the 
slightest reversion to their old faith, 
while their openly observing brethren 
were allowed to remain free and un- 
molested. Implacably, therefore, he 
turned his unbending will toward the 
execution of the second half of his 
program, the expulsion of the Jews 
from Spain. Having scored one tri- 
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umph, the unpitying Knight of the 
Cross was relentlessly determined upon 
this still more crushing blow. 

Circumstances favored Torque- 
mada's design. Ferdinand and Isabella 
were proceeding triumphantly through 
Andalusia. Scores of Moorish strong- 
holds had fallen before the conquering 
Christian armies. The sovereigns now 
pushed forward toward Malaga, which 
was to be the prelude to the conquest 
of Granada, the very last bulwark of 
Saracen dominion in Spain. This was 
the perfect moment to press for the 
fulfillment of the old Visigoth ideal, 
"one state, one faith." Torquemada 
snatched at the opportunity. Now that 



SOURCE MATERIAL ON COLUMBUS' JEWISH BACKGROUND 



(The following notes on the historical 
material tending to prove that Colum- 
bus was a Jeiv were provided for the 
Review by Dr. Minkin.) 

^ ^ | T appears that some time about 
! the year 1900, a Spaniard, Don 
Garcia de la Riega, a resident of Pon- 
tevedra, in Galicia, wrote the story 
that Columbus was a Spaniard and a 
Jew, from whence comes the authority, 
if authority it be, for the statement we 
refer to in our introduction, that 'the 
blood that flowed in Columbus' veins 
was three-quarters Jewish' .... Don 
Garcia also discovered that at these 
times there was at Pontevedra a Jew- 
ish family by the name of Ponterossa, 
who had some connection with the 
Colons. Then he also found that the 
name of Columbus' mother was Su- 
sanna, ( a Jewish name), Fontenrossa, 
closely resembling Fonterossa, the 
name of the Jewish family of Ponteve- 
dra; and thereupon reached the con- 



clusion that Columbus' father, and 
even he, might have been born in Pon- 
tevedra instead of Genoa, and that both 
were of Jewish blood." 
From: "Was Christopher Columbus a 

Jew?" by Walter F. McEntire. 

The Stratford Company. 
"Among those who were led to the 
great auto-de-fe at Tarragona, on July 
18, 1489, clothed in the garb of peni- 
tents, were Andreas Colon, his wife 
Blanche, and his mother-in-law Fran- 
cisca Colon. They all confessed that 
they had observed rites, ceremonies, 
and holidays of the Jews. What must 
have been the feelings of Christopher 
Columbus, or Colon, when he heard 
that members of the Jewish race bore 
his name, and had been condemned by 
the Inquisition?" 

"In order to gain the favor of the 
pious queen, he wrapped himself in 
the mantle of religious fanaticism. He 

(Continued on page 22) 
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the Moors were virtually conquered, 
Torquemada demanded the expulsion 
of the Jews, as well as their blood- 
relations and spiritual allies. 

He presented his demands to the 
queen, who was spiritually so subject- 
ed to him that she could deny him no- 
thing. Isabella hesitated, faltered. She 
was confused and amazed by so bold 
a proposal. Nor was she quite pre- 
pared for so momentous a decision — 
not yet. But the priest pursued her 
insistently, worked on her weak, yield- 
ing mind, threatening and menacing 
in the name of religion and the salva- 
tion of her soul. He pleaded and har- 
angued, charging the Jews with every 
conceivable crime against the throne 
and the nation. He went so far as to 
acknowledge his own failure to extir- 
pate heresy from her kingdom. In spite 
of his zeal, in spite of the torture and 
the Inquisition, he argued, heresy had 
not been stamped out, no, it was as 
rampant as ever before. Terrorized 
by the fierceness of his onslaught, the 
queen finally yielded and gave him the 
fatal promise which was to bring des- 
truction to the Jews and ruin to Spain. 

The work of the priest, however, had 
not yet ended. He had subdued the re- 
luctance of the queen, he must needs 
conquer the resistance of the people. 
To accomplish this, the ruinous edict 
of expulsion would have to have at 
least the appearance of a spontaneous, 
popular revolt against the Jews. Tor- 
quemada was fully aware of the oppo- 
sition which his plan was likely to 
arouse, for the Jews had formed num- 
erous, intimate social and economic 
ties in Spain. Yet, if he should succeed 
in exciting popular resentment against 
them, how perfectly it would demon- 
strate — so he craftily reasoned — the 
justice of his demands in the eyes of 
his sovereigns, how completely his ac- 
cusations would be vindicated. 

Torquemada once again set to work 
with that unrelenting singleness of 
purpose known only to fanatics. His 
task was not difficult, for it took little 
to inflame the angry passions of the 
masses. He had only to revive the age- 
old charges of desecrated Hosts and 
ritual murder to bring down upon the 
Jews the venom and fury of the credu- 
lous populace. 

Thus, while Torquemada was still 
arguing his case before the king and 
queen, his henchmen, the Dominican 
monks and friars, were even then pre- 
paring the minds of the people. They 
resorted to all manner of malicious 



fabrications, no rumor or gossip being 
too absurd and ridiculous to employ. 
Their campaign of slander and vilifi- 
cation was amazing for its sheer auda- 
city. Jewish physicians were charged 
with carrying poison under their fin- 
ger-nails to bring death to the sick 
whom they were called upon to cure. 
The illness of Prince Juan was attri- 
buted to Jewish sorcerers. Jews were 
accused of secretly conspiring with 
their coreligionists in other lands to 
destroy Christianity and bring about 
the triumph of Judaism. Letters and 
documents purporting to prove these 
charges were circulated by the thou- 
sands, and, though palpable forgeries, 
they were accepted as genuine. There 
was but one "offense" which seemed 
more probable — that of "Judaizing," 
or striving to reclaim those of their 
race who had recently embraced Chris- 
tianity, though this also included the 
less likely charge of attempting to con- 
vert Christians to the Jewish faith. 

Of all the accusations, the most in- 
famous was that of the celebrated 
case of the child called La Guardia. 
Although the charge was so obviously 
false, so evidently the frenzied crea- 
tion of the torture chamber and the 
craven mind of Torquemada that the 
Inquisition abandoned its attempt to 
frame a consistent indictment, never- 
theless, it spread rapidly throughout 
the country, bringing added disaster 
upon the Jews. 

At Avilla, six Marranos and five 
Jews were dragged off by the Inquisi- 
tion and charged with the murder of a 
Christian child named La Guardia. 
The principal witness against them was 
one Yuce Franco, a Marrano youth of 
limited intelligence. After suffering 
the most extreme tortures of the rack, 
he was approached by a priest in the 
guise of a rabbi, who, it was claimed, 
wrung a "confession" from the unfor- 
tunate victim "implicating" the others 
and "admitting" that the child had 
been slain for the sinister purpose of 
using its heart, together with a con- 
secrated wafer, as a magic potion to 
bring madness and death to all Chris- 
tians and to effect the "triumph" of 
Judaism. On this absurd "evidence," 
the denounced persons were convicted 
and executed, being mutilated and torn 
with scorching pincers before meeting 
their death in the flames, and the leg- 
end of the Jews' implacable hatred for 
Christianity was circulated widely 
among the people. 

It is now known that there never 



was such a child— much less a mur- 
dered one — and that the whole case 
was a plot from beginning to end to 
advance Torquemada's evil designs for 
the expulsion of the Jews. 

While the annihilation of the Jews 
was thus being contemplated, a man 
arrived in Spain to seek aid in a dar- 
ing venture, which, though seemingly 
of little significance to the Jews at the 
time, was destined to bring renewed 
strength and hope to millions of their 
brethren in future generations. That 
man was Christopher Columbus. 

The figure of Columbus has ever 
been cloaked in mystery. Almost every- 
thing that is known about him — his 
origin and his birth, his character and 
history and achievements — is now in 
dispute. His secret may one day be 
learned, but today, there is so much 
uncertainty about him that fully four- 
teen cities are celebrated as his birth- 
place and two tombs are recorded as 
bearing his remains. Both Spain and 
Italy claim the honor of having cradled 
this extraordinary man who possessed 
the soul of a poet and the vision of a 
prophet, and France, too, seeks a 
share in his glory. 

In recent years, however, certain 
facts have come to light which lead to 
the most astonishing conclusions con- 
cerning him. If these prove true, then 
Christopher Columbus was neither 
Spanish, nor Italian, nor French; 
Christopher Columbus was a Jew — the 
son of a martyred and persecuted peo- 
ple who were driven to deny their birth 
and their religion to escape the vigi- 
lance of the Inquisition. It is the opin- 
ion of a number of modern writers 
and scholars that Columbus was a 
member of the Jewish family of Col- 
on, of Pontevedra, in Spain. It is 
known that three members of this fam- 
ily were burned at the stake as here- 
tics in Taragona, in 1489, during Col- 
umbus' own lifetime, and it is possi- 
ble that he himself witnessed their suf- 
fering. Among the writers who ad- 
vance the theory of his Jewish origin 
are Garcia de la Riega, Constantino 
Pedro, M. Kayserling, Blasco Ibanez, 
Henry Vignaud, Hyland C. Kirk and 
Maurice David. 

However, if documentary proof of 
Columbus' Jewish ancestry is lacking, 
there is no want of circumstantial evi- 
dence; for throughout his life he dis- 
played many small traits and charac- 
teristics which were of a distinctly 

(Continued on page 21) 
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NOTABLE ANN! 
VERSARY 

By SOPHIA SOSKIN 

LITTLE over ten years ago a 
group of earnest young par- 
ents, themselves Americans 
born and bred, met at the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center to discuss with Rabbi 
Levinthal the launching of a new 
school for their children. 

What did they seek which no other 
school could offer ? Were their objec- 
tives different or was it merely the 
method of arriving at those goals 
which they wished changed? Could 
they be explicit about the scope and de- 
tails of such a venture, or were they 
frankly experimental in Itheir ap- 
proach ? 

It was clear from the start that they 
were impelled by the conviction that 
integration of personality and har- 
mony of spirit could be achieved for 
the Jewish child only if his education 
resulted in identification with his peo- 
ple in as natural and inevitable a way 
as it linked him with the contempor- 
ary American scene. 

To be sure, there were the after- 
noon Hebrew classes. But they follow- 
ed on an already inelastic and highly 
disciplined school day. "Inadequate," 
was the verdict of the group. "Two in- 
fluences, mutually exclusive." "The 
children resent giving up their after- 
noon play." "Children should not be 
assigned to studies all day long." "It 
is important that children be well- 
rounded." 



Then there were the Yeshivahs. 
Granted that here the child was ex- 
posed to only one influence — the Jew- 
ish one. Yet might it not be that such 





Tzvo paintings by Academy 
tzvelve-year-old, and belcnv, ' 

an environment was a limiting one and 
unduly protective ? Might it not result 
in insecurity and in unresolved con- 
flict just as soon as the child was sub- 
jected, no matter how belatedly, to the 
rigors and complexities of the larger 
world ? 

In 1928 a good deal was being said 
and written about progressive educa- 
tion, that is to say, about new prin- 
ciples and techniques in education. We 
were learning that different children 
have different needs, that these needs 
must be met in different ways, that 
variations in personality are precious 
and should be preserved. A shift in 
emphasis had taken place. The skills — 
reading, writing, arithmetic, spelling, 
etc., — long taught as separate and un- 
related objectives were no longer to 
be taught as ends in themselves. Ra- 
ther, instruction in skills was now to 
provide children with techniques for 
genuine functional purposes. 

The essential means of education, 
the new curriculum, consisted of act- 
ivities and the materials used in these 
activities. It sought to relate growing 
children to the culture in which they 
lived. The child's need for orientation 
and direction, the needs and opportuni- 
ties of the social group in which he 
functioned, the folk ways of his peo- 
ple, their qualities, their ethics, their 
standards, their points of view, their 
values, all combined to form the con- 
tent of the new course of study. It 
was to concern itself, then, with the 
richest and fullest in individual de- 
\elopmcnt and with the interplay of 
individuals in larger social groups. 

This group of parents then said, 
"We shall help our children to pur- 
sue their own interests. We shall en- 
tourage them, through our new school, 
to express whatever creative strengths 
they may possess. They shall grow in 
harmony with their social, emotional, 
UKiiLii and physical development. And 



children. Above, "Workers," by a 
'Hahitz," by a ten-year-old student. 

within the frame work of the general 
educational plan we shall develop a 
Jewish program which will make it 
possible for the child to be effective 
in Jewsh life." A challenging task and 
an exciting one. 

It was felt that a joyous, eager and 
inquiring attitude in the mastering of 
Jewish knowledge — even if it were to 
be at the expense of quantity of infor- 
mation imparted — was much to be pre- 
ferred to intensity and pressure with 
its inevitable risk of negativism. 

The Hebrew language was the next 
consideration. Not a dissenting voice. 
There could be no substitute for it as 
a definite link wth the new Palestine 
— the new Palestine, which in its 
struggle for independence and self-pre- 
servation, its drama of agricultural ex- 
pansion, and its hospitality to emi- 
grants from Poland and Rumania 
could appeal so strongly and intimate- 
ly to a child steeped in the American 
tradition. 

Two years ago, Mrs. Fannie Neu- 
mann, an inspired organizer of the 
Center Academy, imaginative in her 
planning and ardent and vigorous in 
her work, in an article entitled "A 
Modern Jewish Experimental School 
— In Quest of a Synthesis," wrote in 
the January-March, 1932 issue of 
Jewish Education : 

"A good part of this program has 
been organized about the Jewish fes- 
tivals. Sometime before the holiday, 
the Hebrew language study as well as 
the nrt, music, and even English work 
converge on the approaching festival 
celebration. W hen the child writes and 
stages his own "plays" (sometimes 
English, sometimes Hebrew), he is fill- 
ed with an impelling curiosity about 
the Jewish historical background — our 
folk-ways and racial culture. He in- 
quires into the origins of the holiday 

A the manner of its celebration. The 
i!ib!e begins to take on a real meaning 
to iuui : the desert wanderings, Ruth, 
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David, Esther, the Maccabees — the 
story thrills ! Designing costumes and 
scenery, making stage properties, crea- 
ting songs and rhythms for the holiday 
celebration, all help the child to grow 
in power while he learns. And subtly, 
as the development goes on, he gains 
not only factual knowledge, but what 
is most important, a warm regard for 
Jewish customs and traditions and a 
keen appreciation of the beauty in- 
volved in their observance. 

"The Sabbath and holiday celebra- 
tions serve to accomplish several pur- 
poses. They emphasize the social solid- 
arity of the school by drawing all 
groups and activites into the orbit of 
the holiday 'project.' They offer conven- 
ient points of vantage from which to 
catch the highlights of Jewish history." 

Eight more years have gone by. 
From the small handful of children 
with whom we started, the Center 
Academy has grown into a full-fledged 
elementary school, chartered by the! 
State Board of Regents. We provide 
for thorough and efficient teaching of 
the basic and fundamental learnings 
and skills in the lower school and for 
equally expert teaching of the more 
highly organized subject matter in the 
upper school. Frequent standard 
achievement tests in all the groups in- 
dicate superior progress. We rejoice 
in our superior Music Department, in 
which traditional Hebrew chants and 
modern Palestinian festival and work' 
songs mingle happily with folk songs 
of other lands; the Virginia reel and 
the Hora spell no forced alignment; 
psaltery and flageolet give tune to 
"Now in the Month of Maying," and 
the Chanukah "Svivon" with equal 
felicity; and study in techniques and 
harmony leads to creation of original 
melodies to the accompaniment of 
words in either tongue. 

The children's paintings and sculp- 
ture have been exhibited at the Brook- 
lyn Museum, at the Neumann Gal- 
leries, at the New York Young Men's 
Association, at the Jewish Welfare 
Board, and at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary. The Museum of Modern 
Art has bought several of our child- 
ren's paintings for their permanent 
collection. Paintings depicting the 
opening of the new harbor at Tel 
Aviv, the unloading of fruit by a 
freighter of the United Fruit Lines 
clown at the docks in lower Manhat- 
tan, the serious Talmudic student bent 
low over his book, the early budding 
trees in Prospect Park, the Chalutz at 
work in the orange grove, may all be 
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the products of the same day and be 
found leaning in amiable propinquity 
against the wall of the art room. 
Above, on a shelf, an exquisite French 
dancer, modeled of clay and tinted and 
glazed with delicacy, stands next to a 
terrifying and ugly Haman. 

An informal but well-equipped lab- 
oratory and shop lends itself to num- 
erous experiments on the child's level 
and affords many satisfactions in the 
learning process. 

In crafts, beauty finds expression in 
silver bracelets studded with semi- 
precious stones, in vases or trays of 
hammered pewter, in carefully wrought 
ceremonial vessels of copper for the 
school Passover Seder. 

Six groups of graduating students 
have gone their way into the Public 
High Schools. We have watched their 
progress with critical interest. We 
sought to provide at the Center Aca- 
demy a continuous, integrated, and 
progressively broadening experience 
for our children. We sought to pro- 
vide opportunities for leadership and 
opportunities for the pursuit of indi- 
vidual interests. We have worked for 



discipline and guidance which will teach 
the child to take into consideration the 
needs and desires of others as well as 
his own. We have aimed for an in- 
creasing sense of responsibility and 
self-control in our children. 

What adjustment have these groups 
of children been making in high schools 
and colleges ? How do they compare 
in academic rating with young people 
from the more conventional, formal 
type of school? 

Does a fair proportion of these 
young people continue with their Jew- 
ish studies either through the post- 
graduate classes conducted by Miss 
Irene Bush, head of the Hebrew De- 
partment of the Center Academy, or 
through outside, private instruction ? 

How are they making use of their 
advantages? Are they well-integrated 
young people? Are they poised? Do 
they have qualities of leadership. Are 
they alive to the school problems of 
the day and their responsibility in re- 
lation to them? Have they a genuine 
feeling for justice, Tightness, order? 

We have been gratified by the re- 
sults. We are thankful, and feel moved 
to greater effort. 
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PALESTINE 

(The following is a transcript of an 
address delivered by Dr. Levinthal at 
the dinner which closed the celebration 
in honor of the laying of the corner- 
stone of the Palestine Pavilion at the 
World's Fair grounds, Thursday even- 
ing, (Lag B'Omar, May 19, 1938) 

TODAY, as many of you know, is 
a Jewish holiday; not only the 
holiday which has been arranged 
for us here in connection with this 
significant and historic event, but it is 
an old Jewish holiday of more than 
1,800 years observance. Today is Lag 
B'Omar. The entire season between 
the festival of Passover and a few days 
preceding the festival of Shevuoth is 
a period of mourning in Jewish life. 
No wedding is to be solemnized in 
these days, no celebration of rejoicing 
is to be held. Only today does the 
mourning give way to rejoicing and 
celebration. 

The ancient rabbis give us an his- 
toric explanation for the significance 
of this Lag B'Omar holiday. They tell 
us in the Talmud, and the fact is re- 
peated in the Shale han Aruch, that in 
this period a plague raged among the 
disciples of Rabbi Akiba. 24,000 of 
them perished in that plague. On Lag 
B'Omar the plague miraculously 
ceased and the disciples took on new 
life and new strength. 

We must try to understand the deep- 
er meaning of this little tale. I do not 
believe that it refers to pupils who sat 
in the classrooms listening to the mas- 
ter, Rabbi Akiba. I doubt if in his 
academy there were actually so many 
thousands of pupils studying directly 
under him. We must try to recall the 
age in which Rabbi Akiba lived. In 
his day there occurred that heroic at- 
tempt to restore Israel's lost inde- 
pendence in their own land. The great 
warrior Bar Kochba arose and made 
the last heroic attempt to win back a 
Jewish Palestine from the conquering 
Romans. Alas, the Jewish people did 
not rally under his banner. Most of 
the rabbis looked down on his attempt 
and tried to discourage him. Rabbi 
Akiba was one of the very few great 
spiritual leaders who rallied to his sup- 
port. He even dared to term Bar Koch- 
ba the Messiah and he regarded him as 
heaven-sent to win back Palestine for 
the Jews. He not only followed him 



himself, but he succeeded in gathering 
together a number of disciples who 
followed him and Bar Kochba. That 
is the meaning of the word Talmidim 
as used here, referring to the disciples 
of Rabbi Akiba. They formed that 
little group of idealists who were the 
true disciples of this sage and of this 
warrior, in their great and heroic at- 
tempt in behalf of a Jewish national 
life. But the struggle wasn't easy. Dis- 
appointment followed disappointment. 
Defeat came upon defeat; and the 
worst tragedy of all was that the plague 
of despondency and despair attacked 
even those disciples of Rabbi Akiba. 
One by one they fell by the wayside 
and were dead to the cause that they 
formerly held so dear. It was on this 
Lag B'Omar that the aged Rabbi Aki- 
ba was able, for once, to give these 
disciples new hope and instill into them 
new courage. Somehow, miraculously, 
he was able to speak to them that word 
of confidence that inspired them with 
new faith and with new life. The 
plague stopped, and once again they 
plunged with heart and soul into the 
struggle. Alas, they could not win the 
support of all the Jews. Had all Is- 
rael become the followers of Rabbi 
Akiba and Bar Kochba history might 
have had an altogether different tale 
to tell! 

As I look about this large assem- 
blage I see before me the disciples of 
the Bar Kochbas and the Rabbi Akibas 
of our age. The Zionists are the true 
Talmidim of the Herzls, the Nordaus, 
the Sokolows, and the Weizmanns — 
the new Rabbi Akibas. It was this lit— 
the group of followers who helped to 
make Palestine what it is today and to 
achieve the success that Zionism has 
won. 

But alas, in the last few years a 
plague has become visible even in the 
ranks of these Talmidim. We have met 
with one disappointment after an- 
other. Obstacles have been placed in 
our paths by those who should have 
been our greatest support. We were 
handicapped and thwarted in almost 
every endeavor. And many of these 
disciples began to loose heart and cour- 
age and fell by the wayside, dead to 
the great cause of Jewish emancipa- 
tion. I have the faith that this Lag 
B'Omar, today, will accomplish the 



same miracle which it accomplished in 
the days of Rabbi Akiba. It will put 
an end to this plague of despair and 
despondency that has taken hold of so 
many of us. It will instill within us 
new cheer, new hope, new courage, 
and new faith. We will come here in 
this Palestine Pavilion, when the Fair 
will be opened, and we will glory in the 
fact that side by side with other na- 
tions and other peoples, the Jewish 
people, too, have taken their place in 
the family of nations ; that side by side 
with the exhibits of all other lands, 
little Palestine will be able to portray 
to the world the achievements of its 
national rebirth in these few decades 
of great adventure. We will see before 
our eyes a living Shir Ha-Maaloth, a 
psalm of ascents, the story of how 
Palestine grew and developed and as- 
cended step by step, despite all ob- 
stacles, all handicaps and all hardships. 
Then we will indeed cry out, "The 
Lord hath done great things with us," 
and a new life of strength and deter- 
mination will take hold of us. And, 
not only we Jews, but the many thou- 
sands of non-Jews who will come to 
this pavilion will also look with a dif- 
ferent eye upon our struggle and our 
noble adventure. "Then will they among 
the nations say, 'The Lord hath done 
great things with these'." This pavilion, 
when the exhibit will be opened, will 
put an end to the plague of despon- 
dency that is raging in Jewish life and 
will give us new confidence in the ulti- 
mate victory of our struggle. 

But the exhibit will do more. Those 
of us who were privileged to visit 
Eretz Israel and who saw with our 
own eyes the drama of rebirth that 
was taking place, could not become af- 
fected by the plague of despair. We 
caught the contagion of enthusiasm 
and fire of devotion that animated our 
brothers and sisters toiling in that land. 
But most of the four million Jews in 
America cannot visit Palestine. They 
are denied the privilege of seeing with 
their own eyes what is actually taking 
place on that historic soil. They hear 
what we tell them and what we try to 
describe to them, but you remember the 
old Jewish saying, that "hearing can- 
not compare with seeing." There is a 
very striking comment of the ancient 
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sages that beautifully illustrates this 
fact. When God commanded Moses to 
build the sanctuary in the wilderness, 
they tell us, nishkashe Moshe, that 
Moses found it difficult to actually 
start the work. God gave him the de- 
tailed specifications and measurements 
and yet, somehow or other, Moses 
could not undertake the task. Then, 
say the sages, God led him to the 
mountain top and there, on the moun- 
tain top, He showed him the tavnis 
hamishkan ba-esh, the image of this 
sanctuary made in fire — the image of 
the ark in fire, of the Menorah in fire, 
and all of the other instruments and 
vessels in fire; and when Moses be- 
held this model, then, say the sages, 
he started to work and made the sanc- 
tuary according to that image that he 
saw with his own eyes. 

Thousands of Jews throughout 
America who will come to this Pavil- 
ion will behold with their own eyes the 
tavnis Hamishkan, the image of this 
living sanctuary that we are creating 
in Palestine. They will not only see 
figures and measurements and num- 
bers, but they will see something of the 
esh, the fire that animates all those 
who are engaged in this process of re- 
building and reconstruction. No one 
who will gaze upon this stone which 
we have set today, coming as it does 
from Chanuta, the newest colony in 
northern Palestine, will fail to catch 
a glimpse of that fire of courage and 
heroism which those colonies have dis- 
played in recent days, and seeing this 
image and the fire on which this image 
is built, they will go back to their own 
homes inspired to work and to sacri- 
fice for this effort as they have never 
done before. 

And one thought more before I 
close. You know, I am sure, that in 
ancient times, every Jew was bidden 
to go to Jerusalem and to visit the 
sacred shrine, the Holy Temple, three 
times a year. Not only from all Pal- 
estine, but wherever the Jew was, he 
felt it his privilege and duty to make 
three pilgrimages and to behold the 
Shechinah. The rabbis of old make a 
striking play upon this injunction of 
the Bible. They tell us that just as the 
Jew came Lireot, to see, so he also 
came Leheraot, to be seen! He not 
only viewed the Shechinah but the She- 
chinah was given an opportunity to 
view him and to ask him as it were, 
"What have you done to promote the 
Shechinah in Jewish life?" Men and 
women, the thousands of Jews who 



will come to this Pavilion, will come 
to see Eretz Israel. But, while they 
are seeing Eretz Israel, Eretz Israel 
wll see them and cause a searching of 
their hearts. The spirit of Eretz Israel 
will challenge them and ask them : 
"Look, you see this remarkable growth 
and progress. What have you done to 
make it possible ; what is your share in 
this process of rebirth of your people 
and your people's land?" And I am 
confident that when they leave these 
walls after this searching of their 
hearts they will come back to their 
homes with a new consecration and a 
new determination to do a great share 
in this work that belongs to each and 
every one of us. 

Because this pavilion will accomplish 
all this, because it will mark a new 
Lag B'Omar in Jewish life, we must 



You recall the Biblical tale of how 
Abraham came to the people of Heth 
to beg them to sell unto him a plot 
of ground wherein to bury his wife 
Sarah. You remember how they want- 
ed Abraham to accept the choicest 
piece of their land as a gift, but how 
he stubbornly refused to accept it un- 
less they would sell it to him for a 
good and substantial purchase price. 
When he makes his request of them, 
he introduces his speech with the 
words: "Ger V'soshov Onochi Imo- 
chem" — "I am a stranger and a so- 
journer in your midst." The rabbis 
offer us many comments in explana- 
tion of this strange statement. Either 
he was a stranger, or a resident 
amongst them — he could not be both 
at the same time. But Rashi quotes a 
beautiful Midrash which reveals to us 
the true soul of Israel. Abraham said 
to the people of Heth, according to the 
sages: "If I chose I could take all of 
your land ; aye, I could even drive you 
forth from this place, for I am a Tos- 
hov here. It is mine, it all belongs to 
me, for I hold in my hand the declara- 
tion of God — 'Unto thee and thy chil- 
dren will I give all this land.' But no ! 
Though I have the legal right to act 
like a Toshov amongst you I prefer to 
regard myself as a Ger — a stranger — 
in your midst, and want to pay for 
every inch of land that I shall pur- 
chase from you !" 



see to it that it shall be worthy of all 
the hopes and all the expectations that 
are centered therein. The governments 
of these nations are erecting their pav- 
ilions. We have not as yet the govern- 
ment that can sponsor this undertak- 
ing. The obligation is ours, yours and 
mine, to complete the task so auspici- 
ously begun today. The Sanctuary in 
the wilderness, too, was the creation 
of the free-will offering of all Jews. 
And this Tavnis Ha-Mishkan must 
likewise be the achievement of the 
free-will offering of every Jew who 
takes pride in what Palestine is and in 
what it has achieved. 

This is a great day in the life of 
American Israel and in the making of 
the renascent Eretz Israel. "This is the 
day which the Lord hath made, let us 
be glad and rejoice in it !" 



What is our history but the record 
of a continuous martyrdom of our 
faith? What other people has suffered 
so much and sacrificed so much for its 
belief? The Akedah of Isaac has been 
enacted and re-enacted almost daily 
throughout the centuries. 



The 1938-39 edition of "Who's Who 
in American Jewry," recently publish- 
ed, mentions a number of well-known 
Gentiles who have embraced Judaism. 
Among the 10,140 names included in 
the publication are those of three per- 
sons who voluntarily turned from 
Christianity to Judaism. They are Nor- 
ma Shearer, the actress, Thelma Spear, 
a concert singer and the wife of Lud- 
wig Lewisohn, and Aime Pallierre, lay 
preacher of the Rue de Copernic Syna- 
gogue in Paris. This volume lists the 
names of 54 persons who were born 
in the Jewish faith, but now profess 
other religions. 

# * * 

That influential Gentiles are actively 
sympathetic with Jewish aspirations in 
Palestine is shown by the leadership of 
Count Schoenborn, a Gentile, in Zion- 
istic activities. The Count, who is a 
German pro-Zionist, was made chair- 
man of the Keren Hayesod campaign 
in Czechoslovakia. His activities in be- 
half of Zionism have brought in con- 
siderable money from Christians and 
especially from anti-Nazi Germans. 
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WISH EVENTS REVIEWED 



By LESTER LYONS 



WHILE emphasizing that Jud- 
aism owes a great debt of 
gratitude to Zionism, Prof. 
Albert Einstein stated at the sixth 
annual "Third Seder" celebration of 
the National Labor Committee for 
Palestine that he would "much rather 
see a reasonable agreement with the 
Arabs on the basis of living together 
in peace than the creation of a Jew- 
ish state." He expressed the fear that 
a Jewish state, and especially "a nar- 
row nationalism," would result in "in- 
ner damage" to Judaism. "A return to 
a nation in the political sense of the 
word," he said, "would be equivalent 
to turning away from the spiritualiza- 
tion of our community which we owe 
to the genius of our prophets." 

* * * 

The Palestine Pavilion at the 1939 
New York World's Fair was officially 
launched on May 19. On that day the 
representatives of over 350 Jewish 
communities took part in the cere- 
monies attending the laying of the 
cornerstone for the exhibit. The cor- 
nerstone itself, comes from an ancient 
synagogue found on the site of Hanita, 
the youngest Jewish colony and the 
northernmost Jewish outpost in Pal- 
estine. The exhibit is intended to ex- 
press the spiritual, cultural and eco- 
nomic achievements of the Jewish peo- 
ple. A national committee of more 
than one thousand Jewish leaders, and 
fifty national Jewish organizations re- 
presenting practically all American 
Jewry are sponsoring the project. 

* * * 

Plans are being made for the erec- 
tion by German exiles and refugees 
of an exhibit at the Fair displaying 
German culture prior to the advent of 
the Nazi regime. Under the leadership 
of Dr. Kurt Rosenfeld, former Prus- 
sian Minister of Justice, many prom- 
inent German emigres and anti-Nazi 
organizations are cooperatng in car- 
rying out this undertaking. 

* * * 

The chief of the Mexican depart- 
ment of Immigration has informed 
Der Weg, Mexico City's Yiddish 
paper, that the doors of Mexico are 
open to Austrian and German refu- 
gees. In Greece, however, it is re- 
ported that the authorities are /dis- 
criminating against those refugees who 
are Jewish. 



* * * 

An ,emergency proposal to settle 
in Palestine 100,000 Jews a year for 
the next five years was adopted at a 
national conference of the United Pal- 
estine Appeal. More than 800 delegates 
present at the conference submitted 
this plan to President Roosevelt for 
consideration by the intergovernmental 
committee that is being formed to 
solve the problem of refugee emigra- 
tion. 

* * * 

At the 15th general convention of 
B'nai B'rith, William B. Bankhead, 
Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives, paid tribute to the great part 
played by Jews in the founding of the 
American government. He declared 
that the "democratic ideal is not only 
pervasive of our American civilization, 
but is basic as a powerful impulse in 
the history of the Jewish people. No 
people has more richly endowed the 
democratic heritage which is ours." He 
continued : "The children of Israel, who 
since the dawn of history, have been 
sleepless sentinels on the frontiers of 
freedom, will not be forsaken by 
those who share their spiritual herit- 
age." Speaker Bankhead bitterly as- 
sailed all dictatorships and particular- 
ly the Nazi regime, saying that, "Were 
we to sanction in America any of the 
monstrous acts now being perpetrated 
against helpless Jewish people in other 
lands, it would constitute an assault 
upon the very foundations of our gov- 
ernment." 

* * * 

On Good Friday, the Episcopal 
Church of the Incarnation in Dallas, 
Texas, collected from its members 
$1,139.64 for the benefit of European 
Jewish refugees. The minister of the 
church, Dr. Valentine Lee, in pre- 
senting this fund to the rabbi of the 
local Temple Emanu-El at the Seder 
service on Passover, said that when 
one member of the body is hurt the 
entire body feels it, that all were mem- 
bers of the body of humanity, and 
that his people felt the hurt that has 
come to the Jews through oppression 
and persecution at present in Central 
Europe. This money has been turned 
over to the Joint Distribution Commit- 
tee, which is sponsoring a campaign 



to collect $4,500,000 for the aid of 
destitute and oppressed Jews abroad. 

* * * 

Three hundred ministers and laymen 
attending the New York Annual Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church strongly condemned the per- 
secution of minority groups, and par- 
ticularly of Jews, in central and east- 
ern Europe. The conference unani- 
mously adopted a resolution express- 
ing their "abhorrence" of such perse- 
cution, "more especially the utterly 
outrageous persecution of people of 
Jewish blood and religion, and most 
especially the latest of their intolerable 
outrages, the ruthless inhuman barbar- 
ities visited upon the Jews of Austria 
immediately following the conquest of 
that land by the German totalitarians." 
The resolution assured the President 
of the United States that the confer- 
ence would support all measures to 
help the victims of such persecution. 

* * * 

At its annual conference in Mil- 
waukee, the National Catholic Educa- 
tional Association denounced the pro- 
pagandists of race hatred and the op- 
pressors of Jews and Christians. 

* * * 

Anti-Jewish agitation by Arabs in 
Egypt, on the increase during the past 
few weeks, is being vigorously checked 
by the Egyptian government. Assisted 
and financed by Nazi agents, Pales- 
tinian Arab leaders residing in Egypt 
as refugees have endeavored to insti- 
gate boycotts against the Jews. Pro- 
paganda is disseminated by them 
among the Moslems to the effect that 
the Jews want to destroy the Moham- 
medan holy shrines in Palestine in or- 
der to rebuild the Jewish temple. The 
government has confiscated anti-Jew- 
ish propaganda and warned the Arab 
leaders to abstain from political act- 
ivities under penalty of deportation. 
The Rector of Al Azhar University, 
who is the highest Moslem ecclesias- 
tical authority, is friendly toward the 
Egyptian Jews and Christian commun- 
ity and has promised to do all in his 
power to prevent racial or religious 
animosity in Egypt. 

* * ♦ 

A proposal to admit only "Aryans" 
to the Polish Legion, an organization 
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of war veterans, was defeated at the 
annual convention of Polish ex-ser- 
vicemen. General Gorecki, president, 
who opposed this resolution, appointed 
a leader of the Jewish Ex-Service- 
men's Association to the executive of 
the Legion. 

* * * 

Bade from a three-month survey in 
Poland for the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee, Alexander 
Kahn, New York attorney, reported 
that anti-Semitism in Poland does not 
arise from the masses but from a com- 
paratively small group. He said that 
the Polish people are increasingly 
spurning the anti-Jewish agitators who 
consist of "the sons of large land- 
owners, industrialists, the bankrupt 
nobility and bureaucracy." Despite po- 
groms and economic persecution, Po- 
land's Jews, he said, are unbroken in 
spirit. Their chief means of economic 
defense is through the Free Loan In- 
stitutions, for which the Joint Distri- 
bution Committee has appropriated 
$1,000,000 since 1926. These institu- 
tions have enabled Jewish families and 
businessmen to support themselves 
through small loans payable without 
interest. 

* * * 

The aspirations of the anti-Semitic 
Iron Guard to capture control of the 
Rumanian government were decisively 
crushed when the authorities arrested 
2,000 party members and sentenced 
their leader, Codreanu, to six months' 
imprisonment. The Iron Guard had 
been supplied by foreign interests with 
$400,000 to achieve its ends. It was 
discovered that Codreanu had planned 
the assassination of many prominent 
Jews. A secret list of his which came 
into the possession of the government 
marked for death the Chief Rabbi of 
Rumania and the President of the 
Jewish Party. 

* * * 

The Technical Commission on the 
Partition of Palestine has completed its 
tour of the country for the purpose of 
obtaining first-hand information on the 
various aspects of its general problem. 
At present it is holding formal hear- 
ings. The Arabs have made extensive 
plans to boycott the Commission and 
to protest against the policy of the 
British Government in Palestine. Des- 
pite governmental restrictions, numer- 
ous Arab strikes are taking place 
throughout the country. 

* * * 

With the Fuehrer of the "White 



Camelias" of Charleston, West Vir- 
ginia, as their leader, many anti-Sem- 
itic bodies in this country have united 
forces into a national organization for 
the purpose of more effectively carry- 
ing on pro-Nazi, anti- Jewish activities. 
Some of the affiliated groups are the 
Ku Klux Klan, Pelley's "Silver 
Shirts," the "Gray Shirts," the Mili- 
tant Christian Patriots, the "White 
Camelias," the German-American 
Bund, the National Council of Chris- 
tian Soldiers, the White Russian Vet- 
erans, the Sons of Washington, the 
Sailors and Marines, and the Order 
of Paul Revere. 

* * * 

If the efforts of the Turkish Gov- 
ernment are successful, 200 eminent 
Austrian-Jewish scientists and physi- 
cians will be able to obtain refuge in 
Turkey to continue their work and re- 
search in Turkish hospitals, labora- 
tories and cultural institutions. 

* * * 

In the first prosecution of its kind 
under the Penal Law of this state pro- 
hibiting frauds and misrepresentations 
in the sale of kosher food products, 
the Court of Special Sessions in Brook- 
lyn convicted and imposed a fine of 
$250 on a poultry dealer who, in vio- 
lation of the Orthodox Hebrew reli- 
gious requirements, sold a chicken as 
kosher. The gist of the offense was 
that the dealer's poultry establishment 
had failed to have Rabbinical supervi- 
sion under the auspices of the Kash- 
ruth Association of Greater New York 
Inc., and that a seal of the Kashruth 
Association had not been attached to 
the fowl. The Kashruth Association, 
composed of prominent laymen and 
most of the Orthodox Rabbis of this 
city, had been designated by the United 
Rabbinate of Greater New York as its 
instrumentality for safeguarding and 
promoting Kashruth. Louis J. Gribetz 
had been appointed special assistant 
district attorney for the purpose of 
prosecuting the case. 

* * + 

A Polish journalist sentenced by the 
Polish Court of Appeals to one 
month's imprisonment for his attacks 
on the Jews created a furor in the 
courtroom when he voluntarily re- 
quested that his conviction be enforced. 
He said that he realized his guilt and 



wished to atone for his crime against 
the Jews. As further proof of his 
change of heart he donated some 
money to an organization founded by 
Irene Harrand, an Austrian gentile, to 
combat anti-Semitism. Mme. Harrand 
was barely able to escape from Austria 
to avoid arrest by the Nazis. 

* # * 

Indictments charging Robert Ed- 
ward Edmondson, notorious anti- 
Semitic pamphleteer, with having 
criminally libeled "all persons of the 
Jewish religion," Frances Perkins, 
Secretary of Labor, and Virginia C. 
Gildersleeve, Dean of Barnard Col- 
lege, were dismissed by Judge James G. 
Wallace in the Court of General Ses- 
sions in New York. Several liberal 
and Jewish organizations, including 
the American Jewish Congress, and 
the American Jewish Committee, had 
interceded on Edmondson's behalf on 
the ground that a conviction would im- 
pair the rights of free speech, free 
press and religious liberty. The court, 
while conceding that the defamatory 
matter circulated by the defendant was 
"palpably the outpourings of a fana- 
tical and bigotted mind," stated that 
"more would be lost than could be gain- 
ed by attempting to protect the good 
name of a religion by an appeal to the 
criminal law." The court further said 
that "it is wiser to bear with this sort 
of scandal-mongering rather than to 
extend the criminal law so that in the 
future it might become an instrument 
of oppression. We must suffer the 
demogogue and the charlatan in order 
to make certain that we do not limit 
or restrain the honest commentator on 
public affairs." 

* * * 

Under the auspices of I COR, the 
tenth anniversary of the settlement of 
Biro-Bidjan, the Jewish territory in 
Russia, was celebrated here. Alexan- 
der Troyanovsky, Soviet Ambassador 
to this country, declared that Biro- 
Bidjan "is not a solution of Jewish 
international problems, but it exists as 
a banner and a symbol of Jewish lib- 
erty and an appreciation of the import- 
ance of the Jewish people." 

* * * 

Declaring that "Christians must feel 
a responsibility," the Church Council 
in Decatur, Illinois, has urged all 
church members in that town to con- 
tribute to the aid of Jewish refugees 
through the Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee. 
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THE 

(Between Passover and Pentecost 
the Jews count Sefirah. During this 
seven week period, more than 1800 
years ago, thousands of the disciples 
of the famous Rabbi Akiba died, and 
their martyrdom has been immortal- 
ized through the curtailing of joyous 
celebrations during most of Sefirah. 

Dr. Rigger's account of the career 
of Akiba, and of his work, is especially 
appropriate at this season of the Jew- 
ish year. 

References for this article will be 
found at its conclusion, identified by 
the numerals which are interposed 
throughout the text. — Editor.) 

AKIBA ben Joseph, the well- 
known Palestinian tanna, was 
born about 50 C.E., and mar- 
tyred about 132 C.E. Akiba was the 
most intelectually gifted scholar of the 
tannaim, and one of the most active 
spiritual leaders in Israel. His entire 
life was dramatic, full of romance, in- 
tellectual courage, and physical ac- 
tion and adventure. The world of ex- 
perience was his schooling, and nature 
his first teacher. In that critical period 
of Israel's history when conditions 
called for leadership of the highest 
calibre, Akiba with his unusual power 
of observation, his ability to overcome 
difficulties and hardships, and his gi- 
gantic intellectual potentialities, was 
the one fitted to lead the people and to 
mould the destiny of Israel in the dias- 
pora. 

The story of Akiba's life, recon- 
structed on the basis of traditions and 
the numerous legends that have come 
down to us, reads like a novel of the 
first order. The one legend, however, 
that Akiba was a proselyte and a des- 
cendant of Sisera, has no historical 
ground. In his youth Akiba had been 
an illiterate shepherd, spending his 
days in the fields, hills and valleys of 
Palestine. But he was not a typical 
ignoramus. He formulated certain 
ideas about life, especially about city- 
life with its scholars; and, in the 
course of his discussions with country 
and city folk he would be outspoken 
about his hatred towards the city 
scholar.' 

It was, perhaps, during one of the 
discussions in which he was denounc- 
ing the scholars, that Akiba's rich mas- 
ter's daughter became acquainted with 



the alert shepherd, an acquaintance 
which led to the most ideal love-affair 
ever recorded in the annals of history. 
Kalba-Sabua, Akiba's master, was one 
of the three richest men in Jerusalem, 
and, Rachel, his daughter, despite her 
father's opposition, bestowed her love 
on Akiba. But she made one condition, 
that he change his entire way of life, 
take up the study of the Torah in the 
academies of learning, and thus ac- 
quire culture and become a scholar — 
the very type of man he had openly 
despised! 2 This was the most crucial 
point in the life of Akiba. An inner 
struggle between his love for the coun- 
try life and his love for Rachel took 
place. In addition, he was aware of the 
difficulties of becoming master of the 
Torah, and doubted his own capacities. 
A nature incident, however, aided the 
shepherd lad to come to a positive de- 
cision. Observing a stone at a well 
that had been hollowed out by drip- 
pings from the buckets, Akiba re- 
marked: "If these drippings can, by 
continuous action, penetrate this solid 
stone, how much more can the persist- 
ent words of the Torah penetrate the 
fleshy human heart." 3 

Before his departure for his new life, 
Akiba promised his beloved Rachel, 
that, as a token of his love for her, 
he would, on his return bring her a 
golden breast-plate on which the city 
of Jerusalem would be engraved. 4 An- 
other reason for that promise was 
probably the Palestinian custom that 
when a country boy married a Jerusa- 
lem girl, or vice versa, the provincial 
boy, or girl, would present the Jeru- 
salem native with a gift in the form 
of a gold-piece. 8 

According to some sources, Akiba 
was forty years old when he began his 
studies, spent forty years in the 
schools, and then served Israel for 
forty more. 6 

There may be some basis for the 
tradition that he had been married be- 
fore he met Rachel, and that he had 
a son from his first marriage whom 
he took along to the elementary schools 
for study. 7 

During the period of his schooling, 
the most critical period of his life, 
Rachel stood loyally by her husband 
and remained faithful to him, living 
in the greatest poverty because her 



father, in his anger, had cast her off 
from his support. 

At the schools, Akiba, being ad- 
vanced in age and possessing unusual 
intellectual potentialities, a faculty for 
observation, and determination, made 
good progress in the study of the 
Torah. 

He would not only absorb the learn- 
ing of his teachers, but also observed 
carefully — sometimes even to the point 
of absurdity 8 — their personal habits, 
practices, and mode of living. 

Akiba's fellow-students at the acad- 
emy of R. Eliezer were the first to 
learn of the unusual gifts of their col- 
league. On one occasion, when, in ab- 
sence of Akiba, a series of halakic 
questions were raised in the academy, 
the disciples of R. Eliezer pointed out 
to their master the need for calling in 
Akiba to help them solve their pro- 
blems. 9 

To the surprise of the teachers and 
students alike, Akiba, after a period of 
thirteen years of silence, participated 
now for the first time in an important 
halakic debate with his master, R. Eli- 
ezer, in which he dramatically defeated 
his teacher. 10 

Since that event Akiba was highly 
esteemed, and his reputation began to 
spread far beyond the walls of the 
academies and among the people at 
large. 

At the height of his fame, Akiba, 
accompanied by a large group of dis- 
ciples and admirers, visited his wife, 
Rachel. Her hard-hearted father, now 
proud of such a son-in-law, bequeathed 
to him his whole property." Akiba's 
gratitude to his sorely tried wife was 
in proportion to the sacrifices which 
she had made for him. 

In the long course of his studies, 
Akiba not only perfected himself in 
the knowledge of the Torah, whereby 
he extended the methodology of its in- 
terpretation and the application of the 
Holy Writ, but also formed gradually 
a system of Jewish theology and built 
up a philosophy of Judaism with spe- 
cial emphasis on the place of Israel in 
the world. 12 

Akiba's entire theological system was 
the outcome of his intense love for the 
Jewish people — a love which domin- 
ated his life, his struggles in the acad- 
emies, at public gatherings, at home, on 
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the high-scas, as well as in the meet- 
ing places in Arabia, Africa, and 
Italy; a love for which he was finally 
martyred by the Romans. 13 

To Akiba, his academic life became 
a means to an end, to help the suffer- 
ing people of Israel adjust themselves 
to the new conditions and surround- 
ings, and, should they fail to defeat 
the Romans, to prepare themselves to 
lead a national life in form of an Ec- 
desia. 

It was that love for his people that 
prompted Akiba to sympathize with 
Simon of Kozeba, the leader of the 
revolt against the Romans, and to ac- 
claim him as the Messiah, though the 
more timid scholars protested. 14 He 
traveled far and wide to strengthen 
Jewish national solidarity and became 
the soul of the uprising. 15 

Akiba's death, which must have 
taken place about 132 C.E., before the 
fall of Bethar and the suppression of 
the revolution, 10 was as dramatic as his 
entire life. 17 Although a Baraita states 
that he suffered martyrdom because he 
refused to obey Hadrian's edicts 
against the practices and the teachings 
of the Jewish religion, 18 there is no 
doubt that the Romans became suspi- 
cious of his activities, and when the 
actual revolt started found enough rea- 
sons to execute him. 

The execution of R. Akiba by the 
Romans is described in the Talmud in 
the following manner: When R. Aki- 
ba was taken to be executed, it was 
the hour when the Jewish law requires 
each Jew to pronounce the article of 
faith, or the Shema. The Romans kill- 
ed him by tearing his flesh from his 
living body. While Akiba lay in agony, 
he pronounced in a loud voice: "Hear, 
O Israel, the Lord is our God, the 
Lord is One. And thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thine heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy 
might." (Ber. 61b). 

According to one tradition, Elijah, 
accompanied by Akiba's faithful ser- 
vant, Joshua, entered unperceived the 
prison where the body of Akiba lay. 
Although Elijah was a priest, he took 
up the corpse and bore it by night to 
Caesarea. Elijah and Joshua entered 
then a cavern, and deposited Akiba's 
body there. When they left, the cavern 
closed of its own accord, and no man 
has found it since. (Midr. Mishle, ch. 
9, pp. 31a-b, ed. Buber). 

Akiba had many disciples whose 
names have not been handed down, 
and whose number is variously stated 



by different sources at 12,000 (Ket. 
62b), 24,000 (Yeb. 62b), and 48,000 
(Ned. 50a; cf., also, Midr. Tanh., 
Hayye Sarah, sec. 6, Warsaw, 1902). 

The importance of Akiba's contri- 
butions to Judaism and to Jewish life 
cannot be overestimated. The most im- 
portant Tannaim of the second century 
came from Akiba's academy, at Bene 
Berak, 19 notably Meir, Judah ben Ilai, 
Simeon ben Yohai, Jose ben Halafta, 
Eleazar ben Shammua, and Nehemiah. 

Akiba definitely fixed the canon of 
the Old Testament books ; and he pro- 
tested strongly against the canonicity 
of certain books of the Apocrypha. 20 
His true genius, however, is shown in 
his work in the domain of the Halakah, 
that is, of religious praxis, both in his 
systematization of its material and in 
its further development. It was for 
this reason that his disciples declared 
that Akiba, like Ezra the Scribe, saved 
the Torah for Israel. 21 

Akiba was the first to arrange the 
traditional lore according to subject- 
matter. 22 He arranged the Halakas ac- 
cording to their context, so that all 
groups of laws concerning prayers, the 
Sabbath, marriage laws, and property, 
should form independent entities. The 
entire matter was thus divided into six 
similar parts, or Sedorim. That collec- 
tion of the Halakas arranged by Akiba 
was later caller Mishnah of R. Akiba, 
to distinguish it from the still later 
collection, the Mishnah of Judah ha- 
Nasi (called simply "the Mishnah"). 
The older collections (Mishnah Rish- 
ona) were often separated from the 
Mishnah of R. Akiba (Mishnah Ah- 
arona). But the latter was recognized 
as the norm. 23 

The Mishnah of R. Akiba is not ex- 
tant in a separate collection. It was in- 
cluded in the Mishnah of Judah ha- 
Nasi. The "great Mishnayot of Akiba" 
referred to in Midr. Cant. R.8,2, and 
Eccl.R.6,2, are to be understood as in- 
dependent Mishnayot existing at that 
time, and not merely as the teachings 
and opinions of Akiba contained in the 
officially recognized Mishnayot and 
Midrashim. For, the Mishnayot are 
grouped in the above-mentioned sources 
with other known collections. 

. Indeed, according to a statement 
made by Johanan bar Naphaha, and 
which has historical confirmation, most 
of the tannaitic collections of the hala- 
kic material were composed and edited 
in the school of R. Akiba. 

Furthermore, Akiba introduced a 
new system of interpretation of the 



Biblical texts, thereby placing the Oral 
Law on a firmer basis and diminishing 
to a considerable degree the dissensions 
concerning the Halakas. Akiba's teach- 
ers and colleagues alike were surprised 
and inspired by his principles and new 
paths of interpretations. Akiba un- 
doubtedly felt that the intellectual 
bond uniting the Jews must be made 
in order to draw them closer together 
than before, and his Halakah is to be 
conceived as the result of an external 
contest between Judaism on the one 
hand, and Hellenism and Hellenistic 
Christianity on the other. The lenient 
view of Akiba, for instance, with re- 
gard to the law of divorce, 24 was to 
counteract the stringent attitude of the 
early Christians towards divorce. 

In Akiba's system the law was not 
considered a dead treasure incapable 
of growth or development, or, as it 
was in the eyes of his teacher, Eliezer, 
a collection of mere memories, but 
was considered an everlasting mine in 
which new treasures might always be 
found. Akiba, convinced both of the 
unchangeableness of the Torah and of 
the necessity for growth and develop- 
ment in Judaism, succeeded in recon- 
ciling these two apparent opposites by 
means of his significant method. 

As the fundamental doctrine of his 
system, Akiba maintained that the 
style of the Torah, especialy in sec- 
tions relating to the Halakah, was 
quite different from that of other writ- 
ings. In the language of the Torah, 
nothing is mere form, nothing is sup- 
erfluous, no word, no syllable, not 
even a letter. Every pecularity of ex- 
pression, of diction, every sign is to be 
regarded as of great importance, as 
having a wider relation and deeper 
meaning than it seems to have. While 
his colleague Ishmael held to the plain 
meaning of Scripture, Akiba con- 
structed legal norms upon every letter 
of the Torah, nay upon its jots and 
tittles. Akiba had learned this new 
system from Hahum of Gimzo, under 
whom he studied a number of years. 

Akiba also added a number of ex- 
planatory and deductive rules to those 
of Hillel and Ishmael, 25 and his addi- 
tions afforded fresh ways of develop- 
ment for the traditional laws. 234 

Akiba's popularity among the Amor- 
aim was due, not so much to his views 
and sayings although his name is men- 
tioned in practically every important 
discussion in Tannaitic literature — 
but rather to his method of argumen- 

(Continued on page 20) 
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WHEN DID "LIFE BEGIN" IN THE BIBLE? 



MOSES has always been pictured 
by artists as a patriarchal old 
man with a staff in one hand 
and the Ten Commandments in the 
other. After reading through the five 
books of the Pentateuch, Moses ap- 
pears as a living character, and we can 
trace his life from boyhood to old age. 
In physique, he was a powerfully built 
man who could well take care of him- 
self even in a street brawl — witness 
his fight with the Egyptian who at- 
tacked a Hebrew. In intellect, he was 
a giant. And yet he was born a seven- 
month premature baby ! 

We know him as the Lawgiver. We 
recognize in him the Emancipator, for 
he liberated a nation of slaves and or- 
ganized them into a self-governing 
community — the first republic in his- 
tory (a national social and political 
state with a national religion of its 
own). As an engineer, chemist, and 
physician he had no equal in his day. 
In many instances he was thousands 
of years ahead of his time. Gaze upon 
the facade of the Health Department 
building of the City of New York and 
you will see listed among the names of 
the greatest physicians of all time, the 
name of Moses. 

The science of economics may not 
have been then what it is today, but 
in order to build his nation Moses had 
to establish it and stabilize it upon a 
system of sane economic laws and 
principles. How well these are brought 
out in the Pentateuch ! 

Before our great depression "life 
began at forty" ; today "life dies at 
forty." Men of that age are not in de- 
mand. They are considered too old. In 
mines, in factories, even in civil ser- 
vice positions younger men are favor- 
ed. Articles and books have been writ- 
ten pro and con, some showing the ad- 
vantages of the older and more ex- 
perienced men, others pointing to the 
endurance and physique of the young- 
er men. In all cases it is the factor of 
productivity that underlies the argu- 
ment of this vital economic issue. In 
our era industry fixes this factor, and 
allots twenty years to the man of 
twenty to provide for his family. 

Moses fixed his standards upon the 
per capita value of his people. His 
Computation Table demonstrates the 
value to his government of the man 
of 20, 30, 50 and 60. 



By CHARLES J. BRIM, M.D. 

Author of "Medicine in the Bible*' 



In Leviticus, Chapter twenty-seven, 
verses one to eight, we find this table 
of human values: 

Male Female 
Age Value Value 

1 mth. to 5 yrs... 5 Shekels 3 Shekels 

5 to 20 yrs 20 Shekels 15 Shekels 

20 to 60 yrs 50 Shekels 30 Shekels 

60 yrs. & over. . .15 Shekels 10 Shekels 

From this we learn that in the 
prime of life a man's worth to the 
community is twice that of a woman's. 
As age advances the difference is not 
so marked. After the age of sixty 
(considered to be past the earning ca- 
pacity) the man's worth drops to less 
than one-third of his prime while the 
woman shows a relative increase — just 
one-third that of her prime. 

In computing his table Moses took 
into consideration the earning power of 
both male and female during the Mos- 
aic period. While the female contri- 
buted her share in household duties 
and sundry occupations such as sew- 
ing, embroidering, etc., she could not 
contribute as much as the male. The 
man's productive power decreases with 
age but that of the woman is at a 
standstill. After the age of sixty, how- 
ever, the man's usefulness, as far as 
productivity is concerned, has ceased 
while that of the female is still appar- 
ent in such forms as light household 
duties, etc. An old man is a hindrance 
in the home while an old woman is an 
asset since she assists in the cooking, 
cleaning, and other domestic labors. 

In the days of Moses the govern- 
ment, and not industry, was the em- 
ployer of the people, and it was the 
concern of the government to regulate 
work. Moses, who was the elected head 
by unanimous vote of the people, de- 
creed laws to guide such regulation. 

During his administration the coun- 
try was divided into twelve states 
functioning under a centralized au- 
thority. Each state had a representa- 
tive in the central government, to safe- 
guard the rights of his constituents. 
Within each state certain officials were 
appointed to regulate the various oc- 
cupations and professions, and were 



held responsible for the workers' pro- 
per performance of their duties. 

The age for military service was 
twenty and upward. Each citizen was 
assigned to the job best fitted for him ; 
some for skilled and other for un- 
skilled labor. Men after fifty were per- 
mitted only light tasks. After sixty, 
they were retired from active duty and 
received a pension. 

As for the arts and technical profes- 
sions, a five year period of study from 
the age of twenty-five to thirty was re- 
quired before admission to these spe- 
cialized fields of endeavor. 

In all councils, whether of state or 
local concern, "the elders" were al- 
ways consulted. When Moses made 
ready to appear before Pharaoh to pre- 
sent his demands in behalf of his op- 
pressed brethren he first consulted "the 
elders of Israel." Before he converted 
his statutes into law he "assembled the 
elders of the nation." The Hebrew 
term for elder is zakan which means 
old, not in its literal sense only, but 
as designating one whose judgment is 
mature, or one who has acquired wis- 
dom through study. In post Biblical 
literature this term was applied to a 
graduate of a university. The gradu- 
ates of the Shammai school were call- 
ed Zikne Beth Shammai. Whether one 
gained experience in a recognized uni- 
versity or in the college of every-day 
life, he was recognized as a zakan or 
elder. 

These ancient economic regulations 
and table of computations were de- 
vised by Moses at the time when he 
was eighty years of age. It was also 
during this period that he founded a 
new nation, and was making history! 

When does "life begin," after all? 



Jews who despair at their birth be- 
cause of the indignities and persecu- 
tions to which their race is subject 
may profit by the action of four Hun- 
garian Christians in Rumania. As a 
public gesture of sympathy with the 
Jews of Rumania, they became con- 
verts to Judaism. 
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NEW BOOKS-JACOB S. MINIKIN'S "DON ISAAC 
ABARBANEL" AND A NEW ENGLISH TRANS- 
LATION OF THE TALMUD 

Reviewed By DR. ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 



DR. Jacob S. Minkin, who has 
enriched Jewish literature with 
his fascinating books on Has- 
sidism and Herod, has now won for 
himself new laurels by the publica- 
tion of his latest work: "Abarbanel 
and the Expulsion of the Jews from 
Spain."* 

Last year the Jewish scholarly world 
celebrated the five hundredth anniver- 
sary of the birth of Abarbanel. A 
number of studies appeared in com- 
memoration of this anniversary, 
studies which delved anew into the 
many-sided character and achieve- 
ments of this illustrious son of Span- 
ish Jewry. 

Dr. Minkin's study is unique among 
all these works because of the beauty 
of its language, the lucidity of its 
style, the brilliance of its presenta- 
tion, and the dramatic power of its 
portrayal. The personality of Abar- 
banel lends itself to dramatic portray- 
al because few are the figures in his- 
tory whose lives were so interwoven 
with drama as his. He lived in an age 
of drama. It was the period of the 
Spanish Inquisition, of the Spanish 
expulsion of the Jews, and of Colum- 
bus and his daring venture which re- 
sulted in the discovery of America. 
Abarbanel's life was intricately bound 
up with all these historic incidents. 
With a rare literary gift, with great 
power and yet with a delicate touch, 
Minkin describes for us the role that 
this notable Jewish figure played as 
statesman, financier, diplomat, and, 
above all, as a selfless and devoted 
leader of his people. 

Dr. Minkin has the unusual ability 
to present in most popular fashion the 
results of scholarly research, and make 
the uninitiated in technical scholarship 
feel that they are reading the latest 
popular novel. In this volume one sees 
the panorama of the entire period of 
Spanish Jewish history, one of the 
most glorious as well as one of the 
most tragic in all our history. 

Don Isaac Abarbanel is a unique 
figure in history for yet another rea- 



son. He was not only the leader of his 
people in action, but also leader in 
thought. He was a man of intellect as 
well as of deeds. It is almost unbe- 
lievable how this man, busy and active 
as he constantly was in the affairs of 
his country and of his people, was yet 
able to produce so many and such im- 
portant literary works. Dr. Minkin 
does not neglect to portray this phase 
of Abarbanel's achievements, and we 
get an appreciation of him as a Bible 
commentator, as philosopher, as mys- 
tic and proponent of the Messianic 
hope. True, the student in these parti- 
cular branches of study would have 
welcomed a more detailed analysis of 
Abarbanel's contributions in these 
fields. To the average reader, however, 
the book does succeed in presenting 
the most important feature of Abar- 
banel's literary contributions. 

The study of the Spanish era in the 
days of Abarbanel is important for 



THE Library of the Brooklyn Jew- 
ish Center has lately been enriched 
by a set of books that will be wel- 
comed by all lovers of Jewish litera- 
ture. It is the first installment of a 
group of thirty-two volumes of the 
translation of the complete Talmud. 
The second installment is now on the 
way from England and will be on our 
shelves within a week or two. The re- 
maining two installments are scheduled 
for publication in 1939. 

The donor of this gift, Mr. Leo 
Weitz, a member of the Center, is him- 
self a dealer in rare books. On the 
shelves of his unique shop at 439 
Madison Avenue in New York, one 
finds precious first editions and rare 
and priceless manuscripts of medieval 
authors. To a lover of books an hour's 
visit to this treasury of literary gems 
is an unforgettable treat. Yet Mr. 
Weitz himself, versed as he is in the 
value of books, realizes that no book 
or set of books has had that influence 
upon the life of a whole people that 
the Talmud has had. Next to the Bible 



Jews of today because that era has so 
much in common with the great trag- 
edy that has come upon our people in 
Nazi Germany and Austria. How com- 
forting and how necessary are the 
words with which Abarbanel himself 
describes the catastrophe that met the 
Jews in Spain : "Every man said to his 
brother, 'Be strong and of good cour- 
age for the sake of our faith and the 
Law of our God. If he lets us live, 
we shall live. If, however, we are to 
die, we shall not be faithless to our 
covenant. Nor will we falter, but 
march onward in the name of our 
God'." 

Dr. Minkin is to be congratulated 
on having produced a work which will 
be read with interest and profit by 
Jew and Christian alike. 

♦"Abarbanel, and the Expulsion of the 
Jews from Spain," by Jacob S. Minkin. 
Berman's Jewish Book House, N. Y., 
1938. 



it is not only the greatest work of He- 
brew literature but the most popular, 
and the most influential in moulding 
the thought and character of the Jew- 
ish people. 

The Talmud is not, strictly speak- 
ing, a book. It is a whole literature, 
and one of the monumental literary 
creations of all time. It is not the work 
of one man, or even of one generation. 
It was built up out of the sayings of 
the intellectual and spiritual leaders of 
the Jewish people in Palestine and Ba- 
bylonia during the course of the first 
four or five centuries of the Christian 
era. Arranged not according to authors 
but to subjects, these sayings cover the 
whole gamut of Jewish life — religious 
worship, family and sex relationship, 
health and diet, study, business, labor, 
recreation, social intercourse, civil and 
criminal law, courts and procedure, and 
so forth. The Talmud may thus be 
said to represent the collective wisdom 
of the Jewish people during many 
centuries. 

(Continued on page 19) 
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BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER ACTIVITIES 



LECTURES ON PSYCHOLOGY 
AND LITERATURE 

Under the joint auspices of the 
Forum and Education Committee and 
the W.P.A. Adult Education Project 
of the N. Y. Board of Education, two 
course lectures are being given at the 
Center every Tuesday and Wednesday 
evening of the season. 

The class in Psychology of Person- 
ality Adjustment under the leadership 
of Mr. Litwin is given every Tuesday 
evening at 8:30 o'clock. 

Mr. Kaplan leads the class in Con- 
temporary English Literature. These 
lectures are given every Wednesday 
evening in the dining room. 

Admission to these courses is free to 
members as well as non-members. 



GIRLS ANNUAL CONSECRATION 
SERVICE TO BE HELD ON 
SHEVUOTH 

The Third Consecration Service of 
the girls who have been specially pre- 
pared for this service will be held on 
the first day of Shevuoth, Sunday 
morning, June 5th. 

The services will be held immediate- 
ly following the Musaf prayers, 
promptly at 11 o'clock. The girls will 
take part in a very interesting program 
that will revolve on the theme of the 
role of the Jewish woman as revealed 
by the Sabbath and festivals. 

The following girls make up the 
Consecration class this year: Priscilla 
Atlas, Jacqueline Brown, Rhoda Hie- 
siger, Muriel Himelstein, Marcia Koch, 
Rhoda Padolsky, Judy Schetzen, Mil- 
dred Seitzman, Gay Siegel. 



RECENT BOOKS ACQUIRED 
BY THE LIBRARY 

The following books have been ac- 
quired recently by the Center library 
and are now ready for circulation : 

Journeys Between Wars — Dos Pas- 
sos. 

The Specter — Maxim Gorki. 
Marie Antoinette — Stefan Zweig. 
Mary, Queen of Scotland — Stefan 
Zweig. 

The Mind of Primitive Man — Franz 
Boaz. 

The Hill of Lies — Heinrich Mann. 
Life of Heine — Ludwig Marcuse. 



TESTIMONIAL DINNER TO MR. 
DAVID SHAPIRO 




David Shapiro 



A Testimonial Dinner will be given 
in honor of Mr. David Shapiro, hon- 
orary trustee and former treasurer of 
the Center, in appreciation of his ser- 
vices to the community and his de- 
voted efforts on behalf of the Ameri- 
can Joint Distribution Committee. 

The dinner will be held at the Cen- 
ter on Thursday evening, June 9th at 
6:30 o'clock. Judge Emanuel Green- 
berg, chairman of the Eastern Park- 
way Division of the Joint Distribution 
Committee, is chairman of the commit- 
tee in charge of the dinner. Subscrip- 
tions may be made at the office of the 
Center at $3.00 per person. 



GET IN THE SWIM! 

NOW that the warm weather is with 
us, why not take advantage of our 
swimming pool? 

SWIMMERS as well as non-swimmers 
are under constant supervision of Red 
Cross Liie Savers. 

IF you cannot swim, learn how now! 
This applies to men, and women, boys 
and girls. 

• 

KEEP COOL IN THE 
CENTER POOLI 



SHEVUOTH SERVICES 

Shevuoth services will be held in 
our synagogue on Saturday and Sun- 
day evenings at 8:15 o'clock and on 
Sunday and Monday mornings at 8 :30. 
On the first day, Sunday, June 5th, 
the services will conclude promptly at 
11 o'clock when the Consecration ser- 
vices will begin. 

On the second day of Shevuoth, 
Monday, June 6th, the Yizkor or mem- 
orial service for the dead will be said 
at 10:15 o'clock. Rabbi Levinthal will 
preach on the significance of the fes- 
tival. Rev. Kantor will officiate on both 
days. 

DECORATION DAY GYM AND BATH 
SCHEDULE 

The Gymnasium and Baths Depart- 
ment will be open as per the holiday 
schedule on Monday, May 30th (Dec- 
oration Day). The department will be 
open to men from 10 A.M. to 2 P.M. 
and to boys from 2 P.M. to 5 P.M. 



CENTER RESTAURANT CLOSES 
FOR THE SEASON 

The restaurant of the Center is now 
closed for the summer season. 

This department will reopen in the 
Fall, at a date to be announced later. 



APPLICATIONS FOR 
MEMBERSHIP 

The following have applied -for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Goldstein, Samuel 

Brewery Married 

Res. 112-21 212th Street 

Bus. 250 Meserole Street 

Proposed by Dr. Nathan A. Horo- 
witz. 
Mann, Abe 

Exterminator Married 

Res. 765 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. 109 W. 116th St. 

Proposed by Jacob S. Doner 
and Louis Gordon. 
Resnikoff, I. 

Builder Married 

Res. 253 Montgomery St. 

Bus. Same 

Proposed by Jack Harmatz 
Rosenblatt, Louis 
Unmarried 

Res. 2164 Caton Avenue 
Bus. 353 Fifth Avenue 
Proposed by Jacob Heidenberg 
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RABBI LEVINTHAL'S PUBLIC 
ADDRESSES 

In addition to the many local affairs 
and meetings which he has recently 
addressed, Rabbi Levinthal has, in the 
past few weeks, made a number of 
notable addresses at important func- 
tions in Jewish life. 

On Sunday evening, March 27th, he 
was the speaker at the opening Rally 
of Hebrew Week, sponsored by the 
Histadrut Ivrit of America, at the 
Technical High School, New York. 

On Thursday afternoon, March 31st, 
he delivered an address before the 
Federation of Jewish Women's Orga- 
nizations of New York, at their an- 
nual Brooklyn Meeting held at our 
Center. 

On Monday evening, April 4th, he 
lectured at the Forum of the Jewish 
Community Center in Bay Shore, 
Long Island. 

On Sunday, April 10th, he addressed 
the annual Donor Luncheon of the 
Brooklyn League for Labor Palestine, 
at our Center. 

On Sunday, April 24th, he was the 
speaker at the dinner, closing the all- 
day conference on "How to Promote 
Better Understanding of the Jew and 
Judaism," at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary in New York. 

On Monday, April 25th, he address- 
ed the annual meeting of the Palestine 
Lighthouse — the Home of the Jewish 
Blind in Palestine — in New York. 

On Monday night, May 9th, he was 
the principal speaker at the Banquet 
of the United Synagogue of America 
at their Silver Jubilee Convention held 
in Chicago. 

On Thursday evening, May 19th, 
he delivered an address at the dinner 
celebrating the laying of the corner- 
stone of the Palestine Exhibit at the 
World's Fair, which was held in the 
Fair Grounds in Flushing. 

On Sunday evening, May 22nd, Rab- 
bi Levinthal addressed the convention 
of the Westchester Region of the Zion- 
ist Organization at Mt. Vernon. 

SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of candles at 8:02 o'clock. 
Friday evening services at 6 :20 and 
7 :30 o'clock. 

Sabbath morning services, Parsha 
Behukotai, will commence at 8:45. 
Rabbi Levinthal will preach on the 
portion of the law. 

Class in Ein Yaakov under the 
leadership of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh at 
5 P.M. 

Mincha services at 6:05 o'clock. 



HENRY SEINFEL 70 YEARS OLD 
MAY 28th 



Henry Seinfel 

The seventieth birthday of Mr. 
Henry Seinfel, first vice-president of 
the Center, will be celebrated on Sat- 
urday, May 28th. 

The Center extends to Mr. Seinfel 
its hearty felicitations on this occasion 
together with its best wishes for many 
more years of health, happiness, and 
contentment. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF SIFTS TO 
THE LIBRARY 

We gratefully acknowledge receipt 
of gifts to the Center library from the 
following : 

Mr. Jacob S. Doner 

Mrs. Bessie Deutschman 

Mr. Hans Van Holdt 



Important Notice 

The officers of the Center appeal to 
members who have not as yet paid 
their membership dues for the current 
year to please mail their checks at their 
earliest possible convenience. 

Upon receipt of payment, 1938 mem- 
bership cards will be forwarded. These 
cards are required for admission to all 
functions in ihe Center building. 



PERSONALS 

Best wishes for a speedy recovery 
are extended to Mr. Louis N. Jaffe. 

Mr. Emanuel Edelstein, one of the 
teachers at the Center Hebrew School, 
was elected president of the Teachers 
Union. 

Jerome Kurshan, son of Mr. & Mrs. 
Oscar Kurshan of 583 Crown Street, 
has been elected president of the Col- 
tional mathematics honor fraternity, 
tiona lmathematics honor fraternity. 
He has also been elected to the Execu- 
tive Board of the Debating Council. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL CLOSING EXER- 
CISES THIS SUNDAY MORNING 

The Sunday School . of our Center 
will hold its formal closing exercises 
this Sunday morning in the auditorium 
of our building at 10:45 promptly. 
The chi.dren will assemble at the re- 
gular hour — 10 o'clock in their class- 
rooms, to receive their marks and final 
instructions and will then march to the 
assembly hall. 

Rabbi Lewittes, the principal of our 
Sunday School, will take charge of the 
program that has been arranged and 
will announce the list of honor stud- 
ents and promotions in all the classes. 
The children of the graduating class 
will also receive their diplomas at this 
assembly. 



DAILY SERVICES 

Morning services at 7 and 8 o'clock. 
Mincha services at 8:00 o'clock. 



IN MEMORIAM 
It is with deep regret that we an- 
nounce the death of one of the found- 
ers of the institution, first president of 
the Center, and an honorary member 
of the Board of Trustees 

Snu'tu £nti?tt 

of 275 Central Park West, who passed 
away on Monday, May 23rd. 

To the family of the deceased and to 
all his friends and relatives, the Brook- 
lyn Jewish Center extends its most 
heartfelt condolence. 



UNVEILING OF AMER 
MONUMENT 

Members of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center are invited to attend the unveil- 
ing of the monument of the late Mr. 
Harry Amer on Sunday. May 29th, at 
2 P.M. at the Brooklyn Jewish Center 
subdivision of the Montefiore Ceme- 
tery, Springfield, L. I. 



COCKTAIL PARTY and 
MOONLIGHT DANCE 

on the 

ROOF 

FOR MEMBERS and ESCORTS 

YOUNG FOLKS LEAGUE 

Thursday Evening, June 2nd 
8:30 o'clock 

♦ 

ALL YOU CAN DRINK1 

Admission 35c 
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A NEW ENGLISH TRANSLA- 
TION OF THE TALMUD 

(Continued from page 16) 
But this mighty treasure of wisdom 
has, alas, become a closed book to 
many — or shall we say to most? — of 
our people. It is to the great credit 
of British Jewry that it has under- 
taken to open this closed book. For 
the first time, the contents of the Tal- 
mud are to be made available to all in- 
telligent readers, Jewish and Gentile 
alike, in a reliable and definite English 
rendering, without omission and with- 
out abridgment. The work is being 
published by the Soncino Press in 
London, a firm which already has to its 
credit the publication of notable 
studies in Jewish literature, and which 
is known for the superb craftsman- 
ship in printing and binding which it 
has developed. The entire translation 
is sponsored by the Chief Rabbi of the 
British Empire, the Very Rev. Dr. J. 
H. Hertz. It is under the supervision 
of the Editor-in-Chief, Rabbi Dr. Isi- 
dore Epstein, a Talmudic scholar of 
great reputation, who has surrounded 
himself with a group of five Rabbinic 
experts. 

It is to be hoped that the Jews of 
America will appreciate this great 
achievement. If the Hebrew and Ara- 
maic text of the Talmud have be- 
come sealed books to them, let them 
now open the pages of this English 
translation and learn to appreciate 
those teachings that helped to preserve, 
to mould and to develop Jewish life. 
It should be the pride and glory of a 
Jewish home to adorn its shelves with 
these volumes, from which not only the 
Jews but all the world, can learn so 
much of what is noblest and purest in 
life. 



THE JEWISH CONGRESS 
ELECTIONS 

(Continued from, page 4) 
the Jewish community by the backdoor 
of philanthropy. 

It is important, moreover, to ob- 
serve that Jewry is making a remark- 
able display of unity by means of the 
elections. Individualistic as the Jew 
often is, in times of need he can work 
shoulder to shoulder with his fellow 
Jew. Diverse though their personal in- 
terests may be, American Jews all see 
the present necessity for intelligent, 
concerted action to meet the on- 
slaughts of the foes of humanity and 
civilization. With fervent and zealous 



hearts they are assembling themselves 
together to give effect to their common 
ideals, aspirations and beliefs. They are 
pointing out that they have fundament- 
ally an abiding faith in the righteous- 
ness and strength of their cause. They 
are demonstrating that Judaism is not 
a heterogeneous mass of conflicting 
elements but an entity capable of feel- 
ing and acting as a whole in an intel- 
ligent manner. 

No one can afford to keep himself 
aloof from this public demonstration. 
Indifference to the cause of the Amer- 
ican Jewish Congress will only deepen 
the despair and torture of Jewry. 

In his affliction Job said, "I know 
that my redeemer liveth." Job was 
certain of one fact — of the existence 
of his redeemer. Very significantly the 
Hebrew word he used for redeemer is 
Goel, which also means kinsman. In 
his prophetic vision he foretold that 
the nearest of his kin — his brother — 
was to be a redeemer. The achieve- 
ment of redemption is to be effected by 
the Goel — the kinsman — by our broth- 
ers — by ourselves. Literally, our re- 
demption depends on ourselves — on 
the exercise of our own will. We must 
become the instrument through which 
there will be effected our own redemp- 
tion. "When thou wilt not hide thy- 
self from thine own flesh then shall 
thy light break forth as a dawn and 
thy cure will spring forth speedily." 

Crippled, tormented, distracted world 
Jewry is looking to us for support and 
encouragement. The cause of Israel is 
being tried in the presence of civiliza- 
tion. Shall we fail to respond to the 
great call of history? It is the sacred 
duty of every Jew who loves his peo- 
ple, who loves liberty and justice, to 
unite in the great undertaking now be- 
fore us. 

Let us turn our large capacity into 
a new and preserving effort. We will 
yet be the rejoicing witnesses to the 
fall of iniquity and to the enthrone- 
ment of reason and justice. We pray 
that the Jews of America may emerge 
in triumph from their supreme test. 

| ROOF DANCE f 

arranged by the j 

HAKOACH CLUB 

of the 

Brooklyn Jewish Center 
♦ 

THURS. EVENING, JUNE 23rd 



Tickets of Admission Now on Sole at 

35c per person • 50c per couple 




J685 Pimw AVE 

BROOKLYN. N.Y. 



WEDDING 
DECORATIONS 
Our Specialty 



We Carry A Complete 
Line of 

Fruit Baskets 

for every occasion 



THE BROOKLYN JEWISH 
CENTER'S OFFICIAL 
FLORIST 



TELEPHONE DICKENS 2-4000 
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THE MARTYR AKIBA 

(Continued from page 14) 



tation and interpretation. 26 Akiba is 
not to be classified as a follower of the 
school of Shammai or of Hillel, for 
he was a school by himself. He was 
an independent thinker and logician, 
basing his conclusions on his own for- 
mulated principles. Unlike his teacher, 
R. Eliezer, who would never dare to 
nullify or re-interpret a law establish- 
ed by the sages of the preceding gen- 
erations, Akiba changed a number of 
fixed laws, being more lenient or more 
strict, as his principles would dictate. 27 

Next in importance to his system- 
atization and development of the Ha- 
lakah, was Akiba's theological system, 
or religious philosophy. Akiba marked 
out a path of rabbinic Judaism for al- 
most two thousand years. According 
to Akiba, man was created after an 
image, or philosophically speaking, af- 
ter an Idea. 28 

He protested against any comparison 
of God with the angels, 29 and thus 
lowered the angels somewhat to the 
realms of mortals. 30 Against the 
Judaeo-Gnostic doctrine, he insists 
that not even the angels can see God's 
glory. 31 The chief and greatest prin- 
ciple of Judaism is the command, 
"Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self." 32 But Akiba does not maintain 
thereby that the observance of this 
command is equivalent to the observ- 
ing of the whole Torah. He is there- 
fore, against the view that Judaism is 
"simply morality." 33 Akiba, like his 
colleague, Ishmael, brooked no com- 
promise with the heretics who by the 
process of allegorical interpretation 
threw all allegiance to the Torah. He 
thus emphasized the importance of re- 
ligious ceremonies. 34 He interpreted a 
number of Scriptural verses against 
the doctrines of Christianity, 33 and he 
attacked the practices of Hellenistic 
Christians whenever occasion arose. 38 

Akiba was an extremely strict and 
national Jew. He was an exclusionist 
regarding Israel's relation to God for 
whose sake the Jews are willing to un- 
dergo martyrdom and whom they love 
unto death. 37 According to Akiba, 
Israel's fate is interwoven with, and 
dependent upon, the study of the To- 
rah. The Jews will be victorious and 
safe when they follow the standard of 
the Torah. 38 Israel in addition should 
always be guided and led by their 
leaders, or people of experience. Just 
as the fowl cannot fly without wings, 



so Israel cannot live without their 
elders. 39 The Song of Songs was for 
Akiba the holiest book in the last divi- 
sion of Scripture, the song of union 
between God and Israel. His optim- 
ism and strong faith in the Jewish peo- 
ple and in their future bliss he express- 
ed on a number of occasions, especially 
when his colleagues would feel greatly 
discouraged as they noticed the ruins 
of the Judean State and contrasted 
them with the prosperity of the Roman 
empire. 40 He also encouraged non- 
Jews to become converts to Judaism. 4 ' 
The Torah is the source of life of 
the individual. 42 Akiba proved this 
doctrine by his own diligence in the 
the study of the Torah. With the ex- 
ception of the days preceding Passover 
and the Day of Atonement, he would 
never remark, during the academic 
sessions, that a session was over. 43 
When his son was dying Akiba did 
not interrupt the sessions. 44 In one of 
the debates between Akiba and Tar- 
phan at the Academy of Lydda, the 
entire Academy held with Akiba that 
the study of the Torah is more essen- 
tial than to occupy oneself with meri- 
torious deeds, for studying leads even- 
tually to right living. 45 

Akiba's doctrine regarding the Mes- 
siah was realistic and thoroughly Jew- 
ish. The future world, to distinguish 
it from the Messianic period, will 
come, to be sure, after the destruction 
of the world. 46 To the future world, 
with a few exceptions, all generations 
of Israel, i.e. all the righteous, will be 
admitted. 47 Akiba, furthermore, em- 
phasizes the doctrine of the freedom 
of the will, to which he allows no limi- 
tations. 48 He refuted the Christian 
doctrine of the grace of God contin- 
gent upon faith in Christ and baptism 
in the following statement: "Happy 
are ye, O Israelites, that ye purify 
yourselves through your heavenly 
Father, as it is said, 'Israel's hope is 
God'." 49 

Akiba was very likely opposed to the 
theological doctrine of "Zekut Abot": 
"Man lives by observing the word of 
God, and not by the merits of the Pa- 
triarchs." 50 He was the first tanna to 
give a philosophical interpretation of 
history. According to Akiba, the events 
that have taken place in human his- 
tory-would have occurred even if the 
personalities involved had not appear- 



ed on the scene. God needs certain 
characters to execute His will. 81 

God combines goodness and mercy 
with strict justice. 82 The pious are 
punished in this life for their few sins 
in order that in the next they may re- 
ceive only reward, while the wicked at- 
tain in this world all the recompense 
for the little good they have done, and 
in the next world will receive only 
punishment for their wickedness. 83 

There are four kinds of attitudes to- 
wards suffering in the world. 84 But 
man should always be grateful to God, 
whether his lot is one of suffering or 
that of happiness ; 5S and one should al- 
ways be accustomed to saying: "What- 
ever God doeth He doeth for the best." 
The following story illustrates well 
this maxim, which Akiba had been 
taught by Nahum of Gimzo : Once be- 
ing unable to find any sleeping accom- 
modations in a certain town, Akiba 
passed the night outside its walls. He 
resigned himself to this hardship, even 
when a lion devoured his ass, and a 
cat killed the cock whose crowing was 
to announce the dawn to him, and the 
wind extinguished his candle. All that 
Akiba remarked was, "This, too, must 
be for a good reason !" When morning 
dawned he learned that a band of rob- 
bers had attacked the town and carried 
its inhabitants into captivity. He had 
escaped because he had not been no- 
ticed in the darkness, and neither beast, 
nor fowl, nor light, had betrayed him. 88 

God's measure of goodness in the 
world is proportionally greater than 
His measure of punishment. 57 Good- 
ness and modesty are favorite themes 
with Akiba, and he reverts to them 
again and again. He would see mainly 
the good in man, and thus defend of- 
ten the good name of individuals or 
families of questionable character. 80 
Akiba helped untiringly the poor and 
scholarly. 59 He himself filled the of- 
fice of an overseer of the poor, 60 and 
he always glorified charitable acts. 81 
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CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS AND THE JEWS 

(Continued from page 6) 



Jewish nature. His writings were 
strongly influenced by the Biblical 
style; he was fond of quoting from 
the Prophets and preferred to read the 
Bible or the writings of Jewish au- 
thors ; he himself wrote a book of pro- 
phecies, and his mystical signature was 
devised from an ancient Hebrew for- 
mula. In his will, Columbus left a 
small legacy to a Jew, and Jews were 
among his first sponsors and benefac- 
tors. It is known that he entertained 
Messianic illusions, and considered 
himself a messenger of Jehovah. Like 
the Jews, he was a man of strange 
contrasts and unusual contradictions. 
He was endowed with the imagina- 
tion of a dreamer and the avarice of 
a merchant; he could be audacious at 
times and overprudent at others. This 
celebrated conqueror of a glorious new 
land could bargain with the petty ob- 
stinacy of the lowliest trader. Lastly, 
he had a fresh complexion, fair hair 
and an aquiline nose — characteristics 
typical of southern Jews of the time. 

Like thousands of Jews in those 
days, Columbus was a master in the 
art of dissimulation. It was his only 
possible means of protecting himself 
and of saving his great dream from 
failure. The eyes of the Inquisition 
were directed on just such conversos, 
or backsliders, as he. To elude suspi- 
cion, he not only changed his name and 
concealed his origin, but wrapped him- 
self in the mantle of Christian piety 
to conform to the scruples of a fana- 
tical queen. Hence, his ingenious tac- 
tics in concealing the facts of his Jew- 
ish lineage by the use of theological 
terms and phrases which he never 
meant. "This man," says Maurice 
David, was not inspired in a dream 
by the Holy Trinity, in which he 
never believed." Columbus had fre- 
quently professed his devout belief in 
the Trinity, which he deemed an ex- 
cellent screen for "the real source of 
his 'inspiration'." Neither should one 
be misguided, David continues, "by the 
command to his heirs and the heirs 
of his heirs to have a mass said for his 
soul and his parents' soul, and to have 
a church erected in 'Espanola' for the 
Indian savages, nor even by the pro- 
vision to educate young priests to guide 
and convert the aborigines into good 
Christians." 

* * * 

Christopher Columbus counted many 



Jews among his friends; but they were 
even more to him than friends. They 
were his patrons, his teachers ; they 
assisted him in his poverty, and they 
prepared the way which was to make 
his discovery possible. The science of 
astronomy was revered above all other 
sciences by the mariners of Columbus' 
day. Astronomical tables were regard- 
ed as their most priceless possession, 
for it was through the use of such 
tables that navigators were enabled to 
determine the course of the sun, the 
moon and the stars and to chart, there- 
by, the path of their voyages. It was 
the Jew, Abraham Zacutto, a cele- 
brated scientist and a teacher at the 
University of Salamanca, who com- 
piled the astronomical tables which 
Columbus always used. Zacutto's tables 
enjoyed such great popularity among 
sea-faring men of the time that they 
had to be translated from the original 
Hebrew into Latin and were studied 
with the greatest of care for their nau- 
tical value. Whether on land or on sea, 
Columbus always carried these tables 
with him. His diaries contain many a 
curious reference to them and include 
a rather humorous story in which he 
tells how Zacutto's tables helped to 
save his life. 

Before Columbus appeared at the 
court of Spain with his fantastic 
dream of searching out a new route to 
India, he had already sought the aid 
of the King of Portugal in this pro- 
ject. Although covetous of the wealth 
and power that trade with Asia would 
bring, nevertheless, the King thought 
the sailor's plans much too extrava- 
gant to take them seriously. After long 
and fruitless negotiations, Columbus 
left the country disheartened and dis- 
appointed. Portugal lacked the vision 
and understanding to sympathize with 
his great ideal; thus the benefit of his 
discovery was destined to go to her 
rival across the border. 

It was at the Portuguese court that 
Don Isaac Abarbanel and Christopher 
Columbus, the one a great personage 
and Minister of Finance, the other an 
impecunious dreamer endowed with an 
unshakable determination, probably 
met for the first time. It is not known 
how well they came to know each other 
at the time, but when they parted, 
neither of them could have foreseen 
that they were to meet again soon un- 
der vastly changed circumstances. 



As though to make their second 
meeting even more impressive, Abar- 
banel and Columbus arrived in Spain 
at the very same time, in the year 
1484. One came as a fugtive, in need 
of rest and peace ; the other, as an ad- 
venturer, seeking fame and fortune. 
Abarbanel brought with him his un- 
finished commentaries, Columbus his 
vision of the splendor and opulence of 
the East. Both were members of the 
same race, struggling against the com- 
mon enemies of poverty and prejudice, 
of ingratitude and the jealousy of high 
officials. But how different the paths 
they were to take ! 

Columbus could not have arrived in 
Spain at a more inopportune moment. 
Dreams so remote and doubtful as 
discovery call for leisure and re- 
sources, but just as that time, the for- 
eign and domestic affairs of the na- 
tion absorbed all the energy and at- 
tention of its rulers. The Inquisition 
and the war with Granada had ex- 
hausted whatever moral and spiritual 
strength Spain possessed. Neither the 
throne nor the church would allow the 
enthusiasm of the people to be di- 
verted from these projects. Columbus' 
undertaking promised greater wealth 
than Granada could offer and many 
more infidels than all the Jews and 
Moors in Spain, on whom the mon- 
archs might practice their holy zeal. 
But Ferdinand was sceptical and Isa- 
bella coolly indifferent. 

Although Columbus was insistent 
and pressed his case with annoying 
boldness, the rulers remained apathe- 
tic and referred his claim to a com- 
mission of scholars, composed chiefly 
of ecclesiastics. This was their con- 
venient way of disposing of an un- 
comfortable nuisance. Fernando de 
Telavera, confessor to the queen, a 
man of but little imagination, became 
head of the council. The findings of 
this group of pious men were a fore- 
gone conclusion. For the second time, 
and after long and weary waiting, 
Columbus was doomed to disappoint- 
ment. He was informed that in the 
opinion of the commission, his scheme 
was found to be "vain, impracticable, 
and resting on grounds too weak to 
permit the support of the government." 
* * * 

The story of Queen Isabella's pawn- 
ed jewels is one of the pretty fictions 
of history. The matter was not quite 
as romantic as that. After his rebuff, 
Columbus was on the point of leav- 
ing Spain to seek others more congen- 
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ial to his dream when a number of 
Jews and Marranos, whose foresight 
proved keener than that of their sov- 
ereigns, interceded in his behalf. Don 
Isaac Abarbanel was the leader of this 
group. He had previously met Chris- 
topher Columbus and had been im- 
pressed by his tenacity of purpose. 
Though Abarbanel was not a scientist 
and could not examine the details of 
the navigator's plan, he had faith in 
its feasibility. Unfortunately, he had 
not been able to assist Columbus in 
Portugal, but here in Spain he was 
surrounded by many wealthy and in- 
fluential coreligionists and Marranos. 
Thus Abarbanel became one of the 
earliest and most enthusiastic sup- 
porters of Christopher Columbus. 

It was not the hope of enriching 
himself or even his friends that in- 
duced Abarbanel to rally to the sup- 
port of the explorer's project. No, it 
was rather his fear for the welfare of 
his people in Spain, which was each 
day becoming more critical, that im- 
pelled him to encourage the voyage. 
For ten years now, the Inquisition had 
been wreaking its awful spite and was 
daily becoming bolder and more unre- 
strained. It was no longer a question 
of the safety of the Marranos, but 
that of the whole Jewish population. 
Rumors of their impending expulsion 
were rife. Indeed, Torquemada had 
made no attempt to conceal his con- 
spiracy. He boasted of it openly. Abar- 
banel, who was close to the ruling 
circles, knew that the edict of banish- 
ment, though not yet proclaimed, was 
awaiting only the signature of the 
queen to become effective. 

Although the lands Columbus hoped 
to discover would automatically be- 
come Spanish possessions, Abarbanel 
was confident that conditions would be 
more favorable to the Jews on this far- 
distant soil than here in their native 
Spain. Sicily likewise belonged to the 
crown, yet there the hand of the op- 
pressor was not so ruthless. 

Columbus was unyielding in his de- 
mands. As the price of his explora- 
tions, he claimed a tenth of any pro- 
fit that might result therefrom both 
for himself and for his heirs after him. 
But his further insistence on having 
nothing less than vice-regency over the 
new territories which were to be found 
was of much greater importance to the 
Jews. For with Columbus as virtual 
ruler, their hopes for security might be 
boundless. 

There was every possibility that the 



extravagent demands of the navigator 
would terminate the negotiations just 
as they were about to be concluded. 
The elation of the monarchs over the 
surrender of Granada had now inclin- 
ed them more favorably toward Col- 
umbus. To excite their enthusiasm, he 
had fantastically pictured the barbaric 
wealth and splendor of India, and had 
elaborated on the prospect of extend- 
ing the empire of the Cross over these 
benighted lands. The visionary halo he 
cast over the project had already cap- 
tivated the imagination of both Fer- 
dinand and Isabella, but his excessive 
terms aroused their displeasure. 

Once again it seemed that Colum- 
bus would be compelled to turn from 
Spain to seek aid at some other court. 
The head-strong sailor was deter- 
mined to fail rather than relinquish 
any of his claims. It was then that 
Columbus' Jewish patrons, notably 
Don Isaac Abarbanel and Luis de San- 
tangel, the latter a rich and influential 
Marrano, hastened to plead his cause 
before the queen. They dwelled on the 
wealth and glory that lay within her 
reach ; they pointed out the insignifi- 
cance of the splendors of Granada as 
compared to the fabulous opulence of 
the lands beyond the seas. Although 
it was true that the royal treasury had 
been almost exhausted and that there 
was no gold available for so costly an 
enterprise, they offered to finance the 
whole venture from their own personal 
fortunes. At last they succeeded in in- 
ducing the queen to sanction the voy- 
age. Columbus was even then some 
distance from Granada. A royal mes- 
senger was dispatched to overtake him 
and to bring him word that all his re- 
quests had been granted and that an 
order had already been given to equip 
a fleet for the undertaking. 

In the account books of Garcia Mar- 
tinez and Pedro de Montemayor, bear- 
ing the date, May 5, 1492, there is an 
entry of an order issued by the King 
on his treasurers to pay to Don Isaac 
Abarbanel the sum of 1,500,000 mara- 
vedes for monies which he loaned to 
their Majesties in the Moorish wars, 
and additional sum of 1,140,000 mara- 
vades for the sums he advanced to 
equip the caravels ordered by their 
Majesties for the expedition to the In- 
dies and to pay Christopher Columbus, 
the admiral of the fleet. Similar orders 
of payment were issued in favor of 
Luis de Santangel. Though it may 
seem incredible, it was this Jew, Don 
Isaac Abarbanel, who, together with 
his Jewish and Marrano friends at the 



Spanish court, had the vision and 
courage to assume responsibility for 
one of the most daring enterprises 
known to history. While the evil Tor- 
quemada was hatching new plans and 
fomenting fresh conspiracies for the 
humiliation and destruction of these 
very people, Abarbanel risked his own 
fortune and the fortune of his friends 
on an undertaking that was destined 
to make Spain, for a time, one of the 
proudest and most powerful countries 
in Europe. 
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(Continued from page 5) 
asserted that his undertaking was 
mainly in the interest of the Church; 
that he desired to disseminate Chris- 
tianity in the newly discovered lands ; 
and that with the gold found in the 
ancient and much-renowned Ophir, 
the Holy Sepulchre could be wrested 
from the infidels." 

— "Christopher Columbus," by M. 

Kayserling, Longman, Green. 
"On all of these thirteen intimate 
letters (of Christopher Columbus to 
his son Don Diego in Madrid) but 
one, the attentive reader can plainly 
see at the left top corner a little mono- 
gram which may seem cryptic to him, 
but which, is in fact, nothing more nor 
less than an old Hebrew greeting or 
benediction, frequently used among 
religious Jews all over the world even 
to this day ... I repeat, the mystic 
signature in the shape of a triangle, 
considered by Colon as his own family 
emblem, is nothing less than an abbre- 
viation of the 'last confession' of the 
Jews and also a substitute for the 
Kaddish — in lieu of the real Kaddish, 
which was interdicted. The abbrevia- 
tion in this case should read: 
.S. jy 
.S.A.S. IP N IP 

.X.M.Y. , n jo 

X.p.o.ferens .n .3 .y Nt?u 
Shadai, Shadai *ntp 
Adonoy Shadai vjtp vjjp 
Yehova molai 

chesed ion N^O m.T 

Nauthai ovon, 

pesha, chatuo ™ Bn >™ ™> 

"I think that the aforesaid proofs 
are more than enough to convince the 
most skeptical that Christopher Colon, 
the discoverer of the Americas, was a 
Jew and remained all his life true to 
the religion of his ancestors." 

—Maurice David, "Who Was 'Col- 
umbus'?" The Research Pub. Co.,N.Y. 
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PROBLEMS FACING THE 
ZIONIST CONVENTION 



THE delegates assembled at the 
forty-first annual Zionist Con- 
vention in Detroit, Michigan, 
will be beset by problems having a far- 
reaching effect on the Zionist move- 
ment in this country and on the re- 
building of the Jewish homeland in 
Palestine. 

In the foreground will be the de- 
mand that the Mandatory power re- 
store the policy of Jewish immigration 
on the basis of the absorptive economic 
capacity of the land. The plight of 
the Jews in Germany, Austria, Poland 
and in other parts of Europe make it 
necessary that the doors of Palestine 
be opened once more so that the unfor- 
tunate victims of a world gone mad 
may find a haven of refuge in the 
land of their forefathers. 

The convention will be required to 
give serious thought to the problem of 
strengthening the movement so that jt 
may be on a par with the Zionist senti- 
ment prevailing in this country. This 
has been said before, but it bears re- 
petition. The Jews of America are, 
with negligible exceptions, Zionist 
minded, and yet the numerical strength 
of the movement is pitifully small. 
Some way will have to be found to en- 
list these men and women as active 
members in the Zionist ranks in order 
that their voice may be heard in the 
councils of those in whose hands rest 
the destiny of the Holy Land. 

Great Britain's new Secretary for 
the Colonies, Hon. Malcolm McDon- 
old, has recently given us to under- 
stand that the government is deter- 
mined to go through with the scheme 
of partitioning Palestine into an Arab 
and Jewish State. The World Zionist 
Congress to be convened for the pur- 
pose of taking action on the recom- 
mendations of the Partition Commis- 
sion will be the most important con- 
clave in the history of the movement. 
The Zionists of America will undoubt- 



edly play an important role in these de- 
liberations. 

Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, the veteran 
Zionist leader, has declared himself 
unwilling to assume again the presi- 
dency of the Zionist Organization of 
America. It is indeed tragic that in 
this fateful year we shall be deprived 
of the active leadership of this tribune 
of our people. We do know, however, 
that, although but a soldier in the 
ranks, he will not be found wanting 
in his zealous devotion to the cause. 

The problem of a successor to Dr. 
Wise has occupied the minds of the 
Zionists in the past few weeks and it 
will be one of the chief concerns of 
the delegates to the Detroit convention. 
Several names are being mentioned as 
successors to Rabbi Wise. The Brook- 
lyn Zionist Region, at a meeting held 
several days ago, endorsed the name of 



Rabbi Levinthal as the most logical 
successor to Dr. Wise, and unanimous 
-ly resolved to urge him to permit the 
placing of his name as a candidate for 
the Presidency of the Zionist Organi- 
zation of America. 

By a fortunate combination of vir- 
tues, Rabbi Levinthal embodies in his 
personality those splendid qualifica- 
tions that will make for brilliant lead- 
ership of the Zionist movement in this 
country. A devoted Zionist from his 
early youth he knows the movement as 
do few others in our midst. A 
scholar of note, a clear thinker, a tried 
leader, a great orator, and one of the 
most beloved and respected figures in 
American Jewry today, he would help 
to bring the Zionist movement to the 
dominant position in American Jewish 
■life to which it is entitled. 

These and other weighty problems 
will await solution in Detroit. We 
heartily greet the delegates to the con- 
vention, and wish them a full measure 
of success in their deliberations. 

-J. G. 



LOUIS ZANGWILL - AN APPRAISAL 



IN the New York Times of June 
1st, there appeared a brief no- 
tice of the death of Louis Zang- 
will and a short sketch of his life and 
work. The question arose in the minds 
of many of us, "who was Louis Zang- 
will, what did he do and what, if any, 
was the significance of his life?" A lit- 
tle research will disclose that he was 
considered sufficiently important to 
have his name included in the British 
"Who's Who." It will also be dis- 
covered that as early as 1906 the edit- 
ors of the Jewish Encyclopedia es- 
teemed him deserving of notice. 

Born in Bristol, England, in 1869, 
the junior of his famous brother, the 
immortal Israel Zangwill, he was edu- 
cated at the Jews Free School in Lon- 
don and continued his education 
through private tutorship. It appears 
that he started his professional life as 
a tutor at the Jews Free School, but 
this did not last long, for he soon en- 



tered into partnership with his 
brother in a printing establishment. In- 
dustrial pursuits, apparently did not 
satisfy his taste or ambitions. Conse- 
quently, we soon find him occupied 
with journalism. After a number of 
years, he relinquished this work and 
devoted his entire time to more crea- 
tive writing. 

His first complete novel, "Drama in 
Dutch," appeared under the pseudo- 
nym, "Z. Z." in 1894. For more than 
a decade, he was immersed completely 
in his literary productions and pub- 
lished nine works of fiction. His last 
novel, "An Engagement of Conveni- 
ence," appeared in 1908. This does not 
mean, however, that he entirely for- 
sook his literary endeavors. Between 
1908 and his recent death, we find in 
his name many sketches, essays and 
articles on a variety of subjects, — his- 
torical, scientific, philosophical, and 
{Continued on page 21) 
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LET'S LEARN SOMETHING FROM 

THE CH1ZIKS! 



By HARRY A. HARRISON 



HAVE you ever heard of the 
Chiziks? Meyer Levin tells 
about them in the June issue of 
Coronet. But to make sure that you 
get acquainted with the most famous 
family in Palestine, before even an- 
other day elapses, suppose I introduce 
the Chizik family to you. 

"Old Chizik came to Palestine from 
Russia, before the war . . . Chizik was 
a back-to-the-land Jew . . . He wanted 
to raise bread out of the homeland 
soil . . . Nothing but bread." And so 
he selected an isolated, torrid spot, and 
with his children to aid him, he set 
to work to prove that the role of luft- 
mensch, to which almost two thousand 
years of cruelty and inhumanity had 
condemned the Jew,, could be changed 
for the one which God had originally 
intended our people to play in Eretz 
Israel. 

Helping to drain the swamps of 
Palestine brought death to one daugh- 
ter. Later, in 1920, when Tel Hai and 
Giladi were attacked, Sarah, who had 
volunteered to help defend those ex- 
posed settlements, was murdered by 
the Arabs. And in the riots of 1929, 
Ephraim, a third child of "Old Chi- 
zik," while beating off savage Bedouins 
at the Huldah, fell mortally wounded. 

So much for the Chizik children who 
gladly sacrificed their lives that Pales- 
tine might grow. 

The other Chizik sons and daugh- 
ters, inspired by the firm determina- 
tion of their father, "a shrivelled, 
stooped, long-bearded Jew with ortho- 
dox ear curls," and by the heroic ex- 
ample of their departed loved ones, 
have continued serving their people in 
various capacities. Chana, for fifteen 
years, has been training Chalutzahs — 
girl pioneers, and has been the prin- 
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cipal mover in forestation projects. 
Yitzchak, the youngest, a doctor of 
philosophy, is district officer for the 
newest Jewish settlements, the Nath- 
anyah Region. Another son is in the 
Labor Movement in Palestine. Pales- 
tine and Chiziks are indissoluble. 

Now — you and I — we can't be Chi- 
ziks. Their utter fearlessness, their 
complete abnegation of self, their 
boundless determination to rebuild the 
land of their forefathers — how can we 
aspire to such heights ? The very se- 
curity we live in, the assured liveli- 
hood with which we have been blessed 
in this glorious land of ours — these 
have dulled our finer sensibilities and 
cheapened our better selves. 

Several weeks after Hitler entered 
Austria, I was talking to a far-from- 
poverty-stricken acquaintance who has 
near relations in that bereaved country. 
I asked him whether he intended to 
communicate with his Austrian kin, 
whom he admires tremendously. His 
answer was crystal-clear and prompt. 
"I should say not ! They might want 
me to help them." Again the cry, "Am 
I my brother's keeper?" 

You ask a friend in affluent circum- 
stances to join a Zionist organization 
whose duties are merely five dollars 
annually. And frequently you receive 
a tale of woe, and a refusal. Within 
a week or so thereafter, your friend 
and his entire family set out for a lei- 
surely and costly trip to Europe or 
the Canadian Rockies. "Charity begins 
at home." 

Even when you do "strike oil" in 
the person of one who readily responds 
to your appeal for a contribution or 
dues, it is well-nigh impossible to 
arouse in him a willingness to go out 
and enlist others in the cause. His in- 
evitable reply is, "I can't approach 
anybody for money. It just isn't in 
me." As though anyone were born with 
Dale Carnegie's technique on his 
tongue. 

What has become of that old, old in- 
spired trait of our people, pidyon shi- 
vuim, the redemption of the captured? 
Even in the far-off Roman days, and 



ever thereafter, when one Jewish com- 
munity lived in comparative safety, it 
willingly beggared itself, if necessary, 
to purchase the release of other Jews, 
often total strangers, who had been 
enslaved by cruel rulers. For each com- 
munity knew that the fortunes of war 
and the treachery of kings might, any 
day, bring it to a similar degraded and 
horrible situation. But we, of this day, 
how much have we sacrificed of our 
comforts, let alone of our daily bread, 
that our persecuted, starving brethren 
might draw a safer, less-anguished 
breath ? Yes, the great Professor Sig- 
mund Freud, of Vienna, is safe in 
England now, thanks to the reputed 
large ransom paid by his disciples 
from various lands. But for every 
Freud who has been saved, thousands 
of less illustrious Jews are being con- 
demned to extinction, after slow po- 
groms and sadistic torture have taken 
their repulsive toll. 

Surely, with the extermination of 
Jewish communities spreading so vio- 
lently and flagrantly all over the world, 
at least self-interest ought to dictate 
our awakening from the torpor and 
stupor that have engulfed us. But we 
blithely bask in the sunshine of a fin- 
ancial security, disregarding all the 
signs and portents of the terrible speed 
with which Fascism is boring deadly 
holes in the very foundations of our 
lives. 

Ephraim Chizik, I forgot to mention, 
allowed his comrades at Huldah to 
reach safety by receiving the fatal bul- 
let in his own body. Thank God, we 
here are not compelled to make such 
awful and soul-moving decisions in 
our prosaic existence. Life has been 
good to us. All the more reason, I 
think, for us to say to ourselves and 
to one another, "Let's learn something 
from the Chiziks." 



THE REVIEW will not be pub- 
lished during the months of July 
and August. The next issue will ap- 
pear in September, and will carry the 
New Year Greetings of the Center 
members. Make your reservations for 
this valuable service now. 
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Leon Blums Influence on World Events 



By WILLIAM I. SIEGEL 



HISTORY'S pages are studded 
with the names of Jews who, 
during the Dispersion, have in 
the field of statesmanship formed the 
policies and guided the destinies of 
great nations. It is a cosmic irony that 
a people whose sons have brought 
great gifts in the art of government to 
other peoples, has itself, through the 
major portion of recorded history, had 
no land and no government in which 
its own genius might be employed. Just 
as the Irish in all of the seven hundred 
years of Ireland's subjection to Eng- 
land have fought in the armies of all 
the world because there was no free 
Ireland, so the Jews have sat in the 
councils and ruled the destinies of 
great countries in default of a collec- 
tive destiny of their own. Earlier than 
in medieval Spain, and even in the 
Spain of the Inquisition, the misery 
of the mass of Jews has always been 
sharply contrasted with the power of 
individual Jews and the might of 
their offices. During the past century 
of Western liberalism the process has 
gone on apace and the procession of 
Jewish governors, diplomats and 
statesmen has multiplied. From San- 
bangil, Treasurer to Queen Isabelle of 
Spain, to the Earl of Beaconsfield, the 
darling of Queen Victoria and creator 
in large part of the British Empire, 
the roster is long and magnificent. 

The complexion of current interna- 
tional policy is colored by the single 
great outstanding fact of our genera- 
tion : the struggle between the philo- 
sophy of totalitarianism and the con- 
cept of individual liberty. There are of 
course many other factors in the ca- 
bals, intrigues and wars which crown 
the international scene today. Ques- 
tions occur as to commerce and de- 
sires for territory. There are treaties 
concerning payment of debts and pro- 
mises of loans. Inherited hatreds and 
dislocations of ancient loyalties play 
their part. All of these, however, may 
safely be termed as being important 
principally because they are the back- 
ground and incidents of a struggle 
which will eventually result either in 
an affirmation of the processes of li- 
berty or a retrogression to a system 
from whose disorders and disparities 
liberty was born. 

The whole history of mankind has 
been a striving of the human mind 



to be free; and in the judgment of all 
historians and in the experience of civ- 
ilization, this freedom has been and 
is the most precious possession of men. 
In terms of larger vistas, indeed, all 
history has in the last analysis been 
solely a record of the enlargement of 
freedom and liberty for the mind of 
man. The compartments into which 
the phases of the struggle may be di- 
vided and sub-divided have had con- 
venient labels. Thus there is the pi- 
geon-hole of the conflict with ecclesias- 
tical authority whose murky recesses 
have not infrequently been luminous 
(although not illuminated) by the 
flames of the stake and the auto-da-fe. 
There is the catagory of the political 
tyrant whose symbol is the block and 
the taxwrit. So, too, has there gone 
on uninterrupted the struggle between 
the classes and the masses ; the latter 
striving for the attainment of econo- 
mic freedom as a condition for the 
boon of intellectual freedom. 

It is no mere accident which makes 
the totalitarian (regardless of the col- 
or of his shirt or .the insignia on his 
uniform) the inveterate and irrecon- 
cilable enemy of the Jew. Jewish his- 
tory begins with a search for freedom 
of the spirit, and in all its travail and 
torture, the Jewish people have held 
fast to the ultimate goal of that same 
purpose. Patriarch Abraham went 
forth from the land of his fathers in 
order to be free in spirit and in wor- 
ship. His descendants broke from the 
bonds of Egypt and ventured into a 
forty year period of trial in the des- 
ert in order to be politically free. In 
later generations and in every quarter 
of the globe their descendants have 
risked and suffered death, desecration 
and despoilment; and for the same 
ideal. Only one thing they have not 
suffered in this search : defeat. When, 
therefore, in this twentieth-century 
culmination of a twenty-centuries-old 
battle, the issue has become clearer 
and the lines of battle drawn more de- 
finitely, it is historically inevitable that 
the sign and symbol of the purpose of 
the totalitarian shall be the destruction 
of the Jew. 

For convenience of reference this 
conflict has been termed a battle for 
.democratic institutions. We do not 
quarrel with the designation except in- 



sofar as it implies only the political 
objective. The importance of the idea 
lies in the fact that the political objec- 
tive is only one single phase of the 
ultimate desideratum, the freedom of 
the human mind. 

In the forefront of the struggle to 
make, and keep free, important human 
institutions is a Jew whose career is a 
fascinating record of response to an- 
cient racial stimuli and adaptation to 
modern realities, and whose work is a 
complete exemplification of the raison 
d'etre of the essential Jewish spirit. 
"The essence of Jewish thought lies in 
its gift for the ideal reconstruction of 
the world." 

Leon Blum more than any other 
person in power in today's world both 
directs and personifies the struggle for 
freedom. Indeed he is in a real sense 
the central figure in the struggle. 
Twice Premier of France, leader of 
the Front Populairc, literateur, poet, 
jurist, editor, duelist, Frenchman and 
Jew ; all of these qualities, all of these 
experiences, all of these vocational and 
avocational trainings have united in his 
one figure a flexible instrument of 
whom it has well been said : "And in 
an age of violence and unreason with 
fascism spreading like eczema beyond 
Germany and Italy, he represents 
something like a breath of the past, the 
spirit of scholarship, intellectual de- 
tachment, humanism." 

Millions of words have been written 
during the premiership of Blum con- 
cerning him and the forces which he 
represents as well as dominates, and 
yet there is no public man of today 
who is less known outside the 'borders 
of his native country. He was born 
April 9, 1872 in Paris, the son of a 
prosperous Jewish silk manufacturer. 
He is one of five sons whose family at- 
tachments are strong to this day. The 
early and continued prosperity of the 
family was reflected in Blum's fortun- 
ate way of living. He received a splen- 
did education in the best schools of 
France, culminating in degrees in law 
and philosophy. It is worthy of note 
that during his schooling he came un- 
der the influence of Henri Bergson. 
There can be question as to the effect 
which the father of the elan vitale had 
on Blum's philosophy of life ; there can 
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be no doubt of the effect of the limpid 
clarity of his mind and style. 

To most men, the law is itself suffi- 
ciently arduous as a profession to en- 
gage their entire time and effort. So 
also, to most men, the field of litera- 
ture, is one which must be cultivated 
with intense application. The quality 
of Blum's mind and the breadth of his 
intellectual attainments are shown by 
the fact that he pursued both of these 
callings simultaneously, and that in 
addition, he supplemented them from 
early years with an attention to the 
kaliedescopic politics of France. As a 
lawyer he became almost immediately 
a civil servant and progressed to a 
point where he became solicitor-gen- 
eral of the Conseil D'Etat (the high- 
est post in the civil service.) 

It might almost be said of him, how- 
ever, that the earnSng of his daily 
bread (a more or less euphonious ex- 
pression in his case, for Blum has al- 
ways been wealthy) was only a vehicle 
for the expression of nearer interests. 
In the field of literature, he ranked 
with and was a friend of Anatole 
France, Proust, Andre Gide, and 
Bernstein. He was a constant attend- 
ant of the theatre and dramatic critic 
for Comoedia, the most important the- 
atrical newspaper. His own poetry was 
more elegant than considerable; but 
his criticism of the poetry of his as- 
sociates exercised influence over the 
development of important contempor- 
aries. 

His longer volumes on Marriage and 
on Stendahl were definite contributions 
to important social problems and ex- 
hibited an originality of viewpoint and 
facility of treatment, uncommon even 
to the agile French mind. 

No doubt, Leon Blum as literateur 
and esthete would have left his mark 
in the record of belles-lettres of his 
day and it would have been no incon- 
siderable imprint. For the bulk of his 
work (written with a comparative ease 
that must be wondered at when it is 
remembered that simultaneously he 
was a hard-working civil servant in the 
field of law) is entirely without defect 
of diletantism. A viewpoint and an 
idea, when combined with force and 
clarity of expression must always com- 
mand respect even though it challenges 
disagreement. However, to the good 
fortune of social development not only 
in France, but throughout the world, 
Blum like his entire generation in and 
out of France, felt the impact and re- 



sponded to the implications of the 
Dreyfus case with notable results to 
himself and to the society in which he 
lived. 

It is difficult to think of any other 
incident in modern times, the portent 
and effects of which has been com- 
parable to that of the Dreyfus case. • 
It may well be termed the most start- 
ling catalytic agent since the French 
revolution. To Blum the affaire Drey- 
fus served completely to deflect the 
current of his interests. In a personal 
sense it had an equally fundamental in- 
fluence, for it brought him into a com- 
pletely sympathetic association with 
Emile Zola, Lucien Herr, and Jean 
Jaures. It revolutionized his attitude to- 
wards life and towards government. It 
turned his mind from the delicacies of 
poetry, the nuances of literary critic- 
ism, the preciosities of the drama. The 
stuff of his reading became the stouter 
meat of Proudhon and Marx. 

One more influence I'uffaire Dreyfus 
and his associations with it worked on 
Blum. Jaures, (a giant and a bear of 
a man, a commoner and a prophet of 
social justice) took Blum from the 
rarified atmosphere of polite Paris, 
down to the level and into the lives 
of the people of Paris, and showed 
him in actuality and not in books, the 
problems of that people. Thus by start- 
ling metamorphosis Blum, the Social- 
ist, the embryo leader of the Front 
Populaire, emerges from the silken co- 
coon of a gilded youth into the tough 
realities of life's inequalities and in- 
justices. 

The first net result was a change in 
the nature of Blum's written word. 
Together with Jaures he founded the 
socialist newspaper L'Humanite, and 
for years wrote a daily article for the 
paper. It is a curiously moving spec- 
tacle on which one might philosophize 
even with emotion : the sight of Blum 
and Jaures, so dissimilar in antece- 
dants and yet so completely at one in 
purpose and so loyally and effectively 
collaborating in a daily struggle over 
a period of years for a noble and un- 
selfish end. 

Small wonder, therefore, it is that 
when Jaures was assassinated in 1914, 
on the eve of the World War, Blum 
definitely and without reservation ac- 
cepted the mantle which had fallen 
from the shoulders of his dead chief 
and inspirer, and became in increas- 
ing measure the voice of the French 
Socialist Party. Historians and philo- 
sophers have debated for years con- 



cerning the genesis of social move- 
ments. One school contends that so- 
cial ideals and changes arise out of the 
inner consciousness of the people and 
out of their groping for improvement 
and progress. This school holds to the 
view that the great names of history 
are merely the voice of the people, 
fitted by peculiar gifts to express nobly 
and effectively ideas and principles 
which they absorb from the atmos- 
phere about them. The contrary school 
insists that great men in each genera- 
tion create, out of the stuff of their 
own dreams, the social ideals which 
mark and change and form each new 
epoch in human life, and that the mass 
of peoples is only a quiescent and fre- 
quently an ignorant beneficiary. 

There is no profit for us here in the 
speculation. Tbere is, however, genu- 
ine pride for Jews in the realization 
of the fact that Leon Blum, viewed 
from either point of view, was and is 
unquestionably one of those rare per- 
sons whose word and thought and deed 
have changed the face of the age in 
which he lives, and changed it for the 
better. There are those who view the 
turbulances of his regime with hatred. 
There are others who look with fear 
and doubt on the innovations of his 
rule. There are still others who deny 
the sufficiency of the pace of change 
and progress in France. All of these, 
however, illustrate only an inadequacy 
of perspective. It has happened before 
in history that the events of a week 
and of a month have set the course for 
generations to come. Veritably, in the 
case of Blum, that appears to have 
happened again. 

Space does not permit of a review 
of the legislation enacted during his 
premierships, nor even of a discussion 
of the particularized effects thereof. It 
must suffice to say that to a very great 
extent the purpose of that legislation 
seems to be on the way towards full- 
filment. The perversion of great re- 
forms is no new phenomenon in his- 
tory. Whenever the angel with the 
flaming sword appears, his satanic ad- 
versary begins to busy himself. Thus 
over a period of a century in France 
the great generalizations of la liberie, 
cgalite et fratcrnite as struck off from 
the giant forge of the Revolution has 
been narrowed by successive degenera- 
tions. Property rights, centralized and 
concentrated in the hands of a few, 
threatened the actual economic free- 
dom (and inferentially the political 
(Continued on page 21) 
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United, Even the Weak Become Powerful 



By DR. ISRAEL HERBERT LEVINTHAL 



(The following is a transcript of a ser- 
mon preached by Dr. Lcvinthal on the 
second day of Shcvuoth, June 6, 1938. 
Since then the controversy discussed 
by him has in a large measure been 
settled. — Editor) . 

THERE is a striking text in the 
Biblcal narrative of the event 
which the festival of Shevuoth 
commemorates that is particularly ap- 
propriate for consideration today. The 
rabbis in the Midrash were quick to 
notice that the Biblical text, in des- 
cribing the journey of the Israelites 
from Egypt unto the mountain of Si- 
nai, always uses the plural designa- 
tion — va-yisu, "they journeyed ; va-ya- 
chanu, they encamped." When they 
stood before Sinai, however, the text 
makes a significant change — va-yichan 
neged Ha-Har, "He encamped oppo- 
site the mountain." 

What is the meaning of this sud- 
den transformation in the style chang- 
ing the plural to the singular number? 
And their answer is even more signifi- 
cant. "All their journeyings were 
marked B'Tarumofh Uv'machlckoth, 
by conflict and strife, by disunity and 
dissension ; it was not one organized 
entity that was marching, but rather a 
multitude of groups and factions. You 
could not speak of them in the singu- 
lar number. It was 'They journeyed, 
they came, they encamped.' Only when 
they stood at the foot of Sinai did 
they realize their mistake. If they are 
to wrest a Torah from the heavens, 
they must put an end to their bicker- 
ings and quarrels, and for once stand 
united before their God. Vayichan — 
'He encamped,' — it was one group, an- 
imated by one hope and one ideal, 
K'ish echod b'lev cchad, — as if all 
were but one man with one heart !" 

But the text is still richer in its im- 
plcation. The words Neged lia-ltar, are 
very significant. The Hebrew word 
Neged implies, "opposition." The Bible 
should have said "He encamped under 
the mountain," or "near the moun- 
tain." Literally, the Hebrew text reads, 
"He encamped against, — in opposition 
to the mountain." What was there in 
that mountain which Israel felt in duty- 
bound to counteract, to resist and to 
oppose ? Again, the rabbis make an 
illuminating analysis. "What is the 
meaning of the term Sinai? How did 
this mountain, which was originally 
known as Chorev, get its name Sinai?" 



Hearken well and give thought to 
their answer: "The word Sinai comes 
from Sinali-hatred. It was because of 
that mountain that the hatred of the 
world to the Jew began !" In this one 
sentence you have the Rabbinic analy- 
sis of the entire problem of anti- 
Semitism. All the arguments that one 
hears in justification for Jew hatred 
are but after-thoughts, rationaliza- 
tions, to cover a deep-rooted hatred 
that is very simple in its origin. The 
anti-Semite cannot forgive the Jew 
for the drama of Sinai. He cannot for- 
give the Jew for having been instru- 
mental in giving the moral law. He 
lefused the Torah then. He does not 
want the Torah today. To him the law 
of the jungle is still preferable to the 
law of the heavens,, — the beast in man 
is far more worthy than the Divine in 
the human soul. That is why the re- 
actionaries and the tyrants of all ages 
opposed the Jew. It was and is their 
inherent opposition to that moral law 
that God, through the Jew, proclaimed 
at Sinai. 

Now it was not only to receive that 
Law that Israel realized that he must 
stand united, but also to fight the Si- 
nah, the hatred of the world which 
Sinai symbolized for him. He under- 
stood that he must stand K'ish echod 
B'lev echod, — like one man, with one 
heart! The spirit of disunity, of dis- 
sension, of divisiveness must disap- 
pear, Neged Ha-Har — in opposition to 
that mountain of hatred, which he 
foresaw was arising before him, Va- 
yicham, — he had to encamp in united 
fashion, he had to consolidate his 
forces, he had to appear as a single 
unit, all animated with one desire — to 
withstand and to conquer the mountain 
of Si>mh that faced him. 

It is strange that this simple lesson 
which, according to our sages, was re- 
alized by these erstwhile slaves from 
Egypt, has not yet been learned by us 
Jews today. The mountain of Sinah, 
of hatred to the Jew has risen to 
heights hardly equalled in all the bit- 
ter and tragic story of these thousands 
of years. And the mountain is rising 
ever higher, ever more threatening, 
ever more dangerous. And yet, the ob- 
server of world Jewry, and of Ameri- 
can Jewry in particular, must say not 
J'ayichan, but Vaya-chanu, Israel 



stands divided, torn apart, rent by the 
spirit of Tarumoth and Machlekoth — 
strife and bitterness and dissension. 
* * * 

An attempt is now being made by 
the American Jewish Congress to mo- 
bilize the scattered, unorganized and 
disorganized masses of Jews in Amer- 
ica under its banner, to create a demo- 
cratically organized body that shall 
have the right to speak in their name 
and to make even the most isolated 
communities feel that they stand united 
with their fellow Jews throughout the 
land in their eagerness to safeguard 
the Jewish right to live. 

And yet, what a storm of protest 
this effort has aroused ! What an ava- 
lanche of misunderstanding and misin- 
terpretation of motives has been hurled 
at all those who are attempting to 
achieve that which the Jews had been 
able to achieve at Sinai ! 

I have the greatest respect for the 
leadership, the membership and the 
achievements of the American Jewish 
Committee and the Order Bnai Brith. 
Their service to world Jewry is deserv- 
ing of every praise. But if these lead- 
ers in the social and economic structure 
of Jewish life have the right to be or- 
ganized to help their fellow-Jews, 
what wrong is there for the great 
masses also to unite and to give their 
counsel, their cooperation, aye, even 
their substance to help their fellow 
Jews ? This is the principal aim in the 
effort that the Congress is now mak- 
ing to register hundreds of thousands 
of Jews tbroughout the land. It wants 
to give them an opportunity to feel 
that by registering their names and by 
later taking part in an election of dele- 
gates to represent them in important 
conclaves, that they are having a share 
in the common destiny of their people, 
that they stand united with their fel- 
low Jews who are the victims of un- 
sufferable misery ; that their hearts are 
at one with all Jews, wherever they 
may be, who are engaged in the over- 
whelming task of fighting the moun- 
tains of prejudice and hatred. 

Ah, but we are told, there is some- 
thing else that the American Jewish 
Congress is doing. Not content with 
asking the Jews to vote for repre- 
sentatives in a democratically consti- 



[8] 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



tuted assembly, they are asking them 
to vote in a referendum on a particu- 
lar proposition, whether or not they 
favor a union of forces, on a democra- 
tic and representative hasis, for the 
defense of Jewish rights. And this in 
particular has let loose a torrent of op- 
position, which displays once more to 
a bewildered world our inner tragedy 
which Israel Zangwill has so poignant- 
ly described, when he wrote : 
"Hear O Israel the Lord our God, the 

Lord is One. 
But we Thy people are Twain, and 
therefore undone!" 

I shall admit that a previous set of 
questions which the Congress proposed 
for the referendum was most unwise, 
and most impracticable, because those 
questions would tend to divide rather 
that to unify American Jewry. To the 
credit of the Congress it must be said 
that once the mistake was realized, it 
had the courage to change its plans, 
and in their stead to place before 
American Jewry this one and simple 
proposition. 

Nbw assuming that it is unwise for 
American Jewry to have this single all- 
inclusive agency to speak in defense 
of Jewish rights, all one needs to do is 
to vote against the proposition. But 
no ! A cry has been raised in terror 
against the very suggestion as if it 
inherently contained something sinis- 
ter, something deadly, that must be re- 
pelled and repulsed with all the vigor 
that can be aroused. 

* * * 

The most powerful attack came re- 
cently from the distinguished Rabbi 
of Temple Emanuel, in New York, 
Dr. Samuel H. Goldenson. No one 
more revers the character, the re- 
ligiosity and the idealism of Dr. Gold- 
enson than do I. But with all the re- 
spect that is due him, it must be said 
that he has but re-echoed all the ob- 
jections that have been heard twenty 
years ago when the first Jewish Con- 
gress session was held, and forty years 
ago, when the first Zionist Congress 
was convened. Like Rip Van Winkle, 
the distinguished rabbi has been asleep 
to all the realities and the changes of 
life which the past few decades have 
brought about. He speaks as if life 
had remained the same the past forty 
or fifty years. You seem to hear the 
same words that the rabbis of Munich 
spoke to Theodor Herzl when the 
latter came to them and suggested the 
convening of a Zionist Congress in 
their city. 



Consider the argument — unworthy 
of a leader of the type of this dis- 
tinguished minister — that such an or- 
ganization "will be tempted to play the 
game of politics in order to further its 
program," that "the leaders of party 
politics may find it to their advantage 
to treat this Jewish organization either 
as an ally or as a foil." Surely the 
same fear can he entertained in the 
case of all existing organizations and 
institutions, — the American Jewish 
Committee, the lodges of the Bnai 
Brith, our Synagogues and our char- 
ities. One must have very little faith 
in the high-mindedness and in the 
moral dignity of our Jewish leaders 
and masses to even suggest such a pos- 
sibility. Moses and Isaiah, according 
to our ancient sages, were reprimand- 
ed by God for indicting a whole peo- 
ple, for accusing all Israel of falling 
from their high moral standard. Some 
members of this contemplated body 
may stoop to play politics at the cost 
of their people's interests, even as 
some unworthy individuals attempt to 
play the same sort of politics in other 
organizations. But certainly those who 
know the Jews know that the rank and 
hie can be relied upon to stand aloof 
from all political manoeuvers, and to 
keep their ideal of Jewish organized 
life unsullied by any such attempts on 
the part of individuals, groups or 
parties. 

But there are further objections, 
which, upon superficial reading, seem 
to carry weight, but which, upon closer 
examination reveal the weakness and 
the tendency to Freudian interpreta- 
tion of most of the opposition. Such a 
unified agency, we are told, would be 
a "totalitarian" organization. It would 
force its will, its decrees, upon Ameri- 
can Jewry. We know the dread that 
the word "totalitarian" inspires — and 
it is well that it should. But it must 
be some hair-splitting sophistry that 
could make one behold "totalitarian- 
ism" in an agency that is to be or- 
ganized and establisbed "on a demo- 
cratic and representative basis." When 
and how can totalitarianism appear, if 
the masses who create this agency re- 
main the sovereign power to make or 
to change the complexion of that 
body ? 

Nor is it proposed, as I understand 
the proposal, that this united agency 
means the dissolution of existing na- 
tional organizations. The American 
Jewish Committee, the Bnai Brith, all 
other organizations, will continue to 
exist and to function. But, in order to 



fight the dangers of anti-Semitism, in 

order to safeguard the welfare of Jews 
throughout the world, all of these or- 
ganizations will be represented in one 
united and unified front, all working 
together for one common aim, in one 
common effort. To imply totalitarian- 
ism in such a proposal is to violate all 
rules of logic. 

But, ah, we are told, such an agency 
would give support to the charge that 
we are racially and radically different 
from the rest of the citizens of our 
country. "It seems to give notice to the 
rest of the world," Dr. Goldenson tells 
us, "that in the promotion of our in- 
terests and in the defense of our rights, 
we as Americans citizens cannot be ef- 
fective enough through availing our- 
selves of the agencies of our govern- 
ment, but that we must have our own 
national organizations so that our 
leaders may speak for us as a single 
unit." If there is any validity in these 
arguments, then there is no justifica- 
tion for the existence of the American 
Jewish Committee nor for the Bnai 
Brith. These are national Jewish 
bodies, organized to work as Jews, yea, 
as American Jews, for the welfare and 
interest of all Jews. One can readily 
see the superficiality of such an ob- 
jection. Of course the proposed agency 
would seek every opportunity to unite 
with fellow Americans of all faiths for 
the promotion of the ideals which 
should animate all right-thinking and 
liberal minded men. But that does not 
vitiate the necessity for mobilizing 
Jewish interest and Jewish sacrifice in 
behalf of these very ideals. , 

But such an agency, we are further- 
more told would give strength to the 
arguments of Hitler. It would em- 
phasize our racial rather than our re- 
ligious distinctiveness. As a Rabbi in 
Israel, I appreciate the plea for an 
Israel standing unitedly upon the firm 
rock of our historic faith, proclaimed 
on this very day on the mountain of 
Sinai. But what of the Jews who un- t 
fortunately have lost or have wander- 
ed away from their glorious heritage ? 
Shall we disown their fellowship? 
Shall we, before offering them relief, 
put them to a test of the catechism? 
Shall we, before pleading their cause 
before the tribunal of the world's con- 
science, examine them in their reli- 
gious beliefs ? Does the American Jew- 
ish Committee or the Bnai Brith ad- 
mit in its ranks only good-standing 
members of the Synagogue or Tem- 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Palestine Transported To New York 



By MEYER W. WEISGAL 

Director of the Palestine Pavilion at the World's Fair 



WHEN the Palestine Pavilion 
opens its doors at the New 
York World's Fair of 1939 
the occasion will mark the first time 
that Jewish Palestine will be repre- 
sented at an international exposition 
in the United States. Regardless of 
what one's attitude may be towards the 
ultimate political status of Eretz Is- 
rael, whether one is interested in the 
Zionist aspects of the Jewish Home- 
land or not, no Jew will be able to 
repress a high sense of satisfaction and 
elation at this unique opportunity to 
show to the world at large the heroic 
achievements of the Jewish pioneer 
spirit. 

In our bewildered world, at a time 
when the Jewish panorama presents a 
confused picture, and the position of 
the Jews is on the defensive in so 
many countries, Palestine more than 
ever, becomes the connecting link be- 
tween Jewish life of yesterday, today 
and tomorrow. More than that, it is 
perhaps the only positive expression of 
the permanent, always renascent Jew- 
ish creative urge. 

Palestine is both the source and the 
goal of the river of Jewish life as it 
charts the zig-zag course of our na- 
tional existence through thousands of 
years and leads the way to the future. 
It is no mere chance, therefore, that 
Jewish participation in the New York 
World's Fair will take the form of a 
Palestine Pavilion. The Palestine 
Pavilion is the one medium which can 
express every facet of the Jewish cul- 
tural, social and, to a great extent, 
economic life of our time. 

As all-embracing as the Palestine 
exhibit at the Fair is planned to be, 
so all-embracing is also the sponsor- 
ship of the project in this country. A 
national committee of a thousand 
American Jewish leaders, including re- 
presentatives of virtually every impor- 
tant national Jewish organization in 
this country, has undertaken the spon- 
sorship of the Palestine Pavilion. 

The Pavilion will be the first in- 
stance of an exhibit at an international 
exposition actually created by the Jew- 
ish people themselves. For it is the 
rank and file of American Jewry who 
are financing this project, through par- 
ticipating memberships that give the 



purchaser admission tickets to all the 
exhibits in the Pavilion. 

What will the Palestine Pavilion 
be ? 

I could give you a description of the 
building, which will occupy 21,000 sq. 
ft. and will be so constructed as to 
reflect the spirit of the East and be 
in keeping with the modern principle 
of simplicity. The building has been 
conceived by the gifted Palestinian ar- 
chitects, Arieh El-Hanani and Norvin 
R. Lindheim. Lee Simonson, the noted 
scenic designed, is the consultant de- 
signer of the entire exhibit. 

Or I could tell you of the huge hall 
in which the main building, with its 
fascinating murals depicting the trans- 
formation wrought in Palestine by 
Jewish labor, and its impressive tri- 
bute to the pioneers whose heroism 
and untiring efforts built a modern 
nation in what only a few decades ago 
was a primitive country. Or of the 
Hall of Agriculture and Resettlement, 
with its graphic portrayal of the re- 
clamation of swamps and wasteland, 
and its exhibit of the agricultural pro- 
ducts of the Jewish colonies. 



Then there will he a Hall of Town 
Planning, where models of Palestinian 
cities will be displayed and the de- 
velopment of modern communication 
— by rail, steamer and plane — will be 
shown. Or I could dwell on the Hall 
of Industry, with its exhibits of ar- 
ticles manufactured in Palestinian fac- 
tories and its portrayal of the recent 
development of hydro-electric power, 
so essential to modern life in our an- 
cient Homeland. 

There will also be the Hall of Cul- 
ture and Education, presenting the 
growth of the new Hebrew culture on 
its native soil, with exhibits of Jewish 
achievements in literature and drama- 
tic art. Shown here too will be the en- 
tire framework of the Palestinian edu- 
cational system, from the pre-kinder- 
garten training of little children to the 
scientific research carried on in the 
Hebrew University. 

I could describe the exhibits of so- 
cial progress in the Hall of Health and 
the Hall of Labor and New Social 
Forms. The progress of public health 
and hospitalization facilities will be 
shown in the Hall of Health, as will 

(Continued on page 23) 




Left to right: Arieh El-Hanani, chief designer of the Palestine Bavilion, Meyer 
W. Weisgal, director, and Norvin R. Lindheim, co-designer. 
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— Because Of The Breath Of Children ' 



By MORDECAI H. LEWITTES 



EXACTLY one hundred years 
ago the first Jewish Sabbath- 
school in America was founded 
in Philadelphia by Rebecca Gratz, the 
well-known Jewess after whom Scott's 
Rebecca in "Ivanhoe" was modeled. 
Prior to this time no organized Jew- 
ish religious school existed in America. 
Until the Russian-Jewish immigration 
in 1880, when the Yeshivah and Tal- 
mud-Torah were introduced, the Sab- 
bath-school was the sole medium for 
transmitting the religious heritage of 
Israel to the Jewish child. 

The institution of the Sabbath- 
school has been severely criticized be- 
cause it succeeded in imparting to the 
child only the barest smatterings of 
Jewish knowledge. How could the 
school transmit in one weekly session 
the full, cherished heritage of the Jew- 
ish past, and the problems of the Jew- 
ish present and future? As a recent 
speaker from the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center pulpit said: "Sunday school is 
a system of forgetting from one Sun- 
day to the next." Out of its desire to 
impart a maximum of Jewish knowl- 
edge, the Center for many years re- 
fused to establish a Sunday school in 
addition to the daily religious school 
and the Center Academy. Finally, 
however, because of the failure of 
many parents to take advantage of the 
existing facilities, a Sunday school was 
organized in 1930, in the hope that it 
would attract those who received no 
Jewish education at all. 

No Sunday school, of course, can 
overcome the limitations of time. The 
child does not learn siddur, or chum- 
ash, or Hebrew. That is why the Sun- 
day school faculty is pleased when a 
child leaves to enroll in the Hebrew 
school instead. Within its limitations, 
however, the Sunday school of the 
Center has made a positive contribu- 
tion. This, in large part, is due to 
careful organization and supervision, 
enthusiastic teachers, and wise choice 
of texts and subject matter. Among 
our visitors this term have been a re- 
ligious school principal from Penn- 
sylvania, teachers from Ohio, numer- 
ous students from the Friedlander 
classes of the Jewish Theological Sem- 
inary of America. All have commented 
on the excellent discipline and the 
earnestness of the student body. 

The Sunday school is divided into 



three departments. The primary de- 
partment consists of a kindergarten, 
and of classes for children below the 
age of eight. The regular department 
has well-graded classes up to the con- 
secration age. In addition, special ra- 
pid advance groups have been formed 
for older children who have never had 
any previous training. This year, ex- 
clusive of the consecration class, there 
were eleven classes in all. The subjects 
covered include Bible stories, history 
from the earliest to the modern period, 
and customs and ceremonies. Some of 
the instructors are graduates of the 
Teachers Institute of the Jewish Theo- 
logical Seminary; the remainder have 
been selected from among the finest 
graduates of the Center religious 
schools. The registration this year was 
160, of whom 135 satisfactorily com- 
pleted the year's work. Nine students 
were awarded graduation certificates 
at the closing exercises on May 29th. 

An excellent informal means of in- 
struction is provided by the weekly 
assembly. It is here that the student 
learns the Hatikvah, Naaleh Learzenu, 
Havah, Nagilah and many other songs. 
Stories are told from Hebrew folk- 
lore, such as Peretz' "The Miracle- 
maker," "The Judgment Against the 
Wind," and Bialik's "The Lonely 
Princess," "The Short Friday," as well 
as tales about the shomcr in Palestine, 
the Jews of Chelm, etc. One Sunday 
the students heard a message from 
Chaim Weizman spoken from London 
by radio. An interesting visitor was 
Joseph Gurion, Palestinian leader, who 
told of youthful shepherds and farm- 
ers in the colonies of Emek Yizreel. 
Frequently Dr. Levinthal delivers a 
brief, inspiring address. 

During the festival periods, such as 
Chanukah, Chamisho Osor Bishvat, 
Shevuot, the children present short 
dramatizations of Biblical stories. Of 
particular interest this term was the 
Purim play. It seems that the Jewish 
baker to a young king in a mediaeval 
country near Spain baked hanientas- 
chen for some Jewish children visiting 
the king on Purim. When the cruel 
uncle of the king heard of the presence 
of a Jewish baker in the palace he or- 
dered him hanged. But the secret ar- 
chives, opened on that day, revealed 



the strange fact that the royal family 
itself had Jewish blood. The class had 
rehearsed the play for a long time, but 
on the day of the preformance one of 
the leading actors fell ill. A student 
with a retentive memory offered to act 
as substitute. The play proceeded. Real 
cakes were brought in, to the amuse- 
ment of the audience and the distinct 
enjoyment of the cast. But, alas, there 
were not enough to go around. The 
substitute was to have shouted, "Oh 
boy. hamcntaschen!" but instead stood 
silent. Finally, after repeated nudgings 
from other members of the cast, he ex- 
claimed, "But I didn't get any hamcn- 
taschen!". 

A visitor on a typical Sunday, wan- 
dering from class to class, might ob- 
tain an interesting cross-section of the 
work being done. The kindergarten 
tots are listening with rapt attention 
to the story of Moses in the bulrushes. 
The teacher completes her story and 
asks, "What shall we do now?" and 
the children cry out, "Let's sing Bok- 
cr." One primary class is making Cha- 
nukah paper candlesticks or Purim 
masks ; another is studying the Ten 
Commandments and Benedictions. An- 
other class is being tested on its knowl- 
edge of the lives of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob ; an intermediate group re- 
cites the events of David's and Solo- 
mon's reigns. An older group is study- 
ing the various items of interest in the 
library and synagogue, and plans a 
visit to the Museum of Jewish Cere- 
monial Objects in the Jewish Theolo- 
gical Seminary to see other examples 
of ceremonial objects. Another class 
is reporting on the number of stamps 
sold for the Keren Kayemet, or is col- 
lecting money for the Keren Ami, the 
proceeds of which are distributed by 
student delegates to various worthy 
charities. The graduating class com- 
pletes its assigned text on "How the 
Jewish People Live Today," and re- 
quests that the remaining session be 
devoted to Hebrew vocabulary. 

It is when one sees an eager, earnest 
group of children studying the herit- 
age of their people, that one gets an 
inkling of what was intended by the 
sayes when they said, "The world ex- 
ists only because of the breath of 
school-children." 
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A NEW EXPOSURE OF THE "ELDERS OF ZION 



PROTOCOLS" 

By DR. MARK SOLITERMAN 



IT is difficult to approach the sub- 
ject of the notorious "Protocols" 
without the distressing feeling of 
sinking into a sewer. But in these 
times of Nazi immorality in Central 
Europe, these documents become a 
symptom of a deep-rooted social and 
political decay which must be faced 
as a bubonic plague or any other 
scourge of humanity must he faced. 

Recently a new history of this for- 
gery was written by V. L. Bourtzeff, 
and published, in Russian, in Paris.* 
Mr. Bourtzeff is famous as one who 
specialized in the study of the crimes 
committed by the czar's okhrana, the 
unspeakable secret police. He is the 
highest authority — and probably the 
only living one — on the subject. He 
was active in the Russian political 
life for the last fifty years. He went 
through imprisonment, exile to Sib- 
eria, forced emigration, and untold 
dangers, miseries and sufferings — all 
for the sake of the Russian people. 
He is a veteran of that glorious Rus- 
sian generation of men and women 
which arose after the abolition of serf- 
dom, a generation which became con- 
scious of the great forces of the Rus- 
sian nation, fettered by the autocratic 
rule. To the release and freeing of 
these forces these revolutionary pio- 
neers devoted their lives and displayed 
a pure idealism, self-sacrifice and 
spirit of martyrdom which only Jews 
can appreciate. 

Now this old Slavonic altruist has 
given his attention to the cancerous 
productions of the Russian okhrana 
and Nazi Germany, and offers a study 
of the "Protocols." The book is not 
a history, it is rather an analysis sup- 
plemented by recorded facts and in- 
quiries among persons who, like himself, 
lived through the period during which 
the "Protocols" were created and who 
have been intimately connected with 
the political life of Russia either as 
reactionaries, or liberals or socialists. 

He publishes every reply he has re- 
ceived from those who have been 
spreading the "Protocols" and whom 
he has fought during his life. To the 
collected first hand information he 
adds the concise report of the Berne 
trial, which he attended as a witness. 

The "Protocols," as the reader may 
know, is a rough, mediocre plagiarism 

*F7 L. Bourtzeff, "The Protocols of 
the Elders of VJon — ./ Proven For- 
gery." Paris, 1938. 



of a political pamphlet against Na- 
poleon III published in 1864 by a con- 
temporary lawyer, Maurice Joly, un- 
der the title : Dialogue aux enfers en- 
tre Machiavel et Montesquieu, oic la 
politique de Machiavel au XIX siScle. 
Mr. Bourtzeff states that at the Berne 
trial a picture and a certificate of 
baptism were produced to show that 
Joly was born a Catholic. The forgery 
consists mainly of extracts from the 
old pamphlet, with the names of Ma- 
chiavelli and Napoleon III replaced 
by "The Elders of Zion," and with 
the prefacing of the word "peoples" 
by the Hebrew word Goyim, gentiles. 
To these extracts, which represent 
about three-fourths of the book, were 
added rehashed statements of notori- 
ous French Jew-baiters, a chapter 
from a German anti-Semitic novel 
written by a spy of the Prussian secret 
police who was dismissed for forgery, 
some excerpts from Pobiedonostzeff, 
and statements from the Russian so- 
cialist parties, etc. Every new edition 
was revised, some parts being omitted, 
others added, in order to bring the for- 
gery up to date. 

The purpose of the "Protocols" is to 
convince the world that there is a sec- 
ret Jewish government of 33 Elders 
who rule the world. Their ultimate 
aims are to conquer the Christians and 
establish over them a Jewish king. The 
methods they use are exactly those 
which have been used by the czar's 
okhrana, by his government and by 
Hitler. As Dr. Baumgarten stated at 
the Basle trial, the "Protocols" intend 
to prove that European history, as gen- 
erally known, was perfect nonsense. 
Behind the scenes stand the Elders of 
Zion, who pull the strings and move 
their puppets — the emperors, kings, 
chancellors, popes, cardinals, leaders of 
the peoples, scholars, poets, thinkers, 
etc. of the Gentile world. 

The "discovery" of the "Protocols" 
is supposed to have been made in this 
way: First they were stolen by a dame 
voilee in a French village from a 33rd 
degree Scotch Mason. Then they be- 
came part of the official secret records 
of the First Zionist Congress in Basle 
and were mysteriously stolen from the 
secret Zionist Head Office in France. 
Later they were declared to be copies 
of the papers carried by a secret Zion- 



ist messenger who was bribed by an 
agent of the Russian okhrana. The 
Russian agent, with a staff of copyists, 
met the messenger in a small town at 
night, but even after working the 
whole night, could only copy part of 
the papers. They were signed by 33 
Elders of Zion, but their names are 
not known. 

But the true history of the "Pro- 
cols" is much less romantic. They were 
compiled in Paris between 1890 and 
1 895 at the order and under the super- 
vision of one of the vilest agents of 
the Russian okhrana, Ratchkovsky. 
The purpose of the plagiarism is well 
described by Mr. Bourtzeff, but the 
manuscript remained in the office of 
the okhrana for several years and was 
published for the first time in 1902. 
Its publication was closely connected 
with the intrigues and the corruption 
of the czar's court. The publisher, Ni- 
lus, was a Russian spy who, after a 
loose and ruinous life in Paris, became 
a mystic. He returned to Russia and 
settled near Tsarskoye Sielo, the sum- 
mer residence of the emperor. There 
he issued a religious pamphlet which 
was brought to the attention of a grand 
duchess. The queen mother and this 
woman were opposed to the mystic in- 
fluence upon the czar of the French 
adventurer, Philippe, a soothsayer, 
hypnotist, and above all, a rascally op- 
portunist. 

Philippe's enemies, upon reading Ni- 
lus' pamphlet, thought that Nilus, as a 
Russian mystic and orthodox Catholic, 
would be able to exercise a better in- 
fluence upon the czar. It was then ar- 
ranged to convince the czar that Phil- 
ippe was an agent of the Masons and 
the Elders of Zion. Nilus published a 
new edition of his own pamphlet and 
added to it as a supplement the "Pro- 
tocols," in which statements were in- 
serted involving Philippe. Philippe 
however got wind of the plot. The 
whole plan collapsed and Nilus was 
expelled from Tsarskoye Sielo. 

"That was the origin of the 'Proto- 
cols'," says Mr. Bourtzeff, "a forgery- 
plagiarism, a fabrication of the agents 
of the czar's okhrana, a product of in- 
trigues which played such a part in 
the bloody crimes of the pogromsh- 
chiki, which armed the hands of the 
murderers and which Hitler and his 
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racists are using to realize their work 
of hatred and persecution." 

Later, several editions of the "Pro- 
tocols" were made. Some were pub- 
lished in monasteries, by individual 
pogrom mongers, but they had little 
effect and were little known. 

When the disastrous Russo-Japanese 
war was followed by the first revolu- 
tionary onslaught upon the autocratic 
regime, the "Protocols" were oblig- 
ingly submitted to the czar for his en- 
lightenment. The czar who was a man 
of poor intellect, inherited from his 
family a hatred for Jews, which was 
felt still more passionately by his Ger- 
man spouse. In the "Protocols" the 
czar was sure he found the explana- 
tion for all the troubles of his em- 
pire. He marvelled at the "depth of 
thought" in the "Protocols," at the 
"foresight" and "precision of execu- 
tion," evidenced in the 1905 events, 
which were carried out "as if directed 
by an orchestra leader." He was so 
sure of the genuineness of this forgery 
that he actually made it his political 
guide. In a secret note he offered an 
anti-Semitic treaty, a triple alliance 
against the Jews, to Germany and 
France. The note was signed by the 
czar's foreign minister, Lamsdorf, on 
January 3, 1906. It was published af- 
ter the war by Lucien Wolf in his 
"Notes on the Diplomatic History of 
the Jewish Question." The document 
is a masterpiece of the political insan- 
ity of the czar's Foreign Office. 

Stolipine, who' was called the hang- 
man of Russia, was sufficiently intelli- 
gent to order a secret inquiry into the 
"Protocols," and finding it false, re- 
ported to the czar. The monarch, pre- 
serving his own ethics, turned away 
from the book in disgust, and when 
the "Union of the Russian People" 
petitioned him to permit it a wide cir- 
culation he replied : "Circulation pro- 
hibited. It is not possible to sponsor a 
noble cause by foul means." The 
"noble cause" was Jew-baiting and po- 
grom-mongering, since the Union 
was an organization created by the 
Grand Duke Nicholas and had for its 
motto, displayed in big letters on every 
office of the Union: "Kill the Jews, 
save Russia." The czar was the hon- 
orary president of the Union. 

Thus for thirty years the attempts 
to spread this grisly forgery were un- 
successful, even the Russian govern- 
ment recoiling from such a compro- 
mising lie. It was for the same reason 
that the okhrana, which staged the 
Beilis case, refused to use the "Pro- 



tocols" in its evidence. 

During the civil war in Russia the 
pogromshchiki generals, who knew 
well how to organize pogroms but 
were worthless soldiers, revived the 
"Protocols." It was published in a 
southern Russian town and circulated 
as though approved by the government 
of South Russia at that time. Mr. 
Bourtzeff insists that neither Kolchak, 
Denikin, nor Wrangle were responsi- 
ble for this act. Yet he admits that 
none of the three leaders did anything 
either to stop the anti-Semitic pro- 
paganda or to suppress the distribu- 
tion of the "Protocols." But they were 
guilty of worse than negligence. The 
fact is that the book was sent by the 
agents of the White armies to the For- 
eign Offices of France, England, the 
United States and other countries, in 
a typewritten form conveniently expur- 
gated of all which was written against 
England and other Allies. This was re- 
vealed by the late Lucien Wolf. The 
London Times took the "Protocols" 
seriously, and Mr. Winston Churchill 
seemed to have been impressed by this 
kind of diplomatic document. Henry 
Ford circulated them that time in 
scores of thousands of copies through- 
out the United States. Yet this forgery 
did not become dangerous, especially 
since the London Times exposed it in 
1921. 

It was Nazi Germany which finally 
made use of this infamous work and 
distributed it in millions of copies all 
over the world. One must wonder at 
the abject moral collapse of a large 
country whose government has re- 
course to such an instrument for poli- 
tical advantage. 

The Jews, driven from Palestine by 
the Romans, brought to the Western 
World the Bible and the Ten Com- 
Commandments ; the Christianized 
Jews like Saint Paul spread the teach- 
ings of Jesus ; Byzantine scholars, 
forced out by the Turks, carried with 
them the Greek philosophers ; the Hu- 
guenots gave to the still primitive Ger- 
many a higher and finer culture; the 
Puritans laid the foundation for the 
American Constitution; But the Rus- 
sian Whites endowed Central Europe 
with the "Protocols." Now it is in- 
cluded in the Nazi Government activi- 
ties. Every edition is revised to suit 
current circumstances. 

At the Berne trial the forgery was 
condemned as an immoral publication 
and ordered suppressed. The Nazi 
agents defrayed the expenses of the 
Nazi experts and of the accused. 



Mr. Bourtzeff shows how anti-Sem- 
itism greatly contributed to the de- 
feat of the White armies. He calls 
upon the Russians to fight Nazi anti- 
Semitism as a great danger for Rus- 
sia. He vehemently attacks the mali- 
cious identification of every revolu- 
tionary movement with the Jews. He 
declares that his close study of the 
Jewish movements and his own ex- 
periences taught him that the Jews are 
devoted to the countries where they 
live. The Zionists, he declares, are sin- 
cere men and idealists. 

Mr. Bourtzeff completes his docu- 
mentary study with a passionate ap- 
peal for a united front against anti- 
Semitism, and says that : "Those who 
have fabricated the 'Protocols,' those 
who have spread them among the ig- 
norant masses, those who have since 
made propaganda for their populariza- 
tion, are men who are maliciously car- 
rying out a dishonest, ignoble and 
bloody work. It cannot be said about 
these people that they don't know what 
they are doing. No ! No ! They know 
perfectly well what they are doing." 
He quotes an article written by Loosli, 
the Swiss expert at the Berne trial : 
"We have to fight not a loyal enemy, 
not even a human one. We have to 
crush the incarnation of bad faith, the 
knavish lie of enraged madness. It will 
be necessary to be mercilessly inde- 
fatigable until the complete annihila- 
tion of this hydra, which grows seven 
heads instantly when one is cut off, is 
accomplished." 

Bourtzeff's book is a vital contribu- 
tion to the truth and justice of our 
times. The historian who will study 
the unutterable immorality which Hit- 
ler has afflicted on a large part of 
Europe will have to read this work 
and ponder over it. 
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Felix Mendelssohn's Grandfather, Moses 



By DR. ELI AS N. RABINOWITZ 



THE transition of German Jewry 
from Mediae valism to Modern- 
ism was greatly influenced and 
accelerated through the unusual per- 
sonality of Moses Mendelssohn, grand- 
father of the composer, Felix Men- 
delssohn. Born in poor and humble 
surroundings in the provincial town of 
Dessan, in the year 1729, and handi- 
capped by a deformity, Mendelssohn 
early in life migrated to Berlin and in 
spite of many disadvantages, gradually 
attained the highest rung of success. 
At his death in 1786 he was unques- 
tionably the most famous and most 
distinguished Jew of his day. A man 
of great versatility, he was in suc- 
cession teacher, bookkeeper, manufac- 
turer, translator, commentator and 
philosopher. Self-educated, he soon at- 
tracted to himself many celebrities of 
the Gentile world, most outstanding 
among them being the German writer, 
Ephraim Lessing. Great, indeed, was 
Lessing's admiration of Mendelssohn, 
for he chose him as the prototype in 
his drama "Nathan der Weise." Less- 
ing's friendship with Mendelssohn be- 
gan in 1754, but it was not until 1763 
that Mendelssohn's fame spread 
throughout the scholastic circles of that 
age. In 1763, Mendelssohn was grant- 
ed first prize in a philosophical essay 
contest. It is interesting to note that 
the second prize in that contest was 
won by no less a celebrity than the 
great Immanuel Kant, then an ob- 
scure instructor at the University of 
Koenigsberg. 

Mendelssohn wrote a number of 
philosophical treatises, but so far the 
most important is his "Phaedon." The 
age of Mendelssohn, the eighteenth 
century, is the age of Enlightenment, 
the age of Rousseau, Voltaire, and the 
French Encyclopedists, the age of the 
sceptic philosopher Hume in Scotland, 
and the sceptic historian Gibbons in 
England. This scepticism penetrated 
even to the somewhat backward, con- 
servative Prussia of the reign of 
Frederick the Great, because the king 
was deeply immersed in French 
thought and French letters. It was, 
perhaps, to counteract this tendency 
towards doubt and disbelief that Men- 
delssohn undertook the task of estab- 
lishing on a philosophic basis the idea 
of the immortality of the soul in his 
"Phaedon," or the "Death of So- 



crates." 

The treatment of the subject is 
rather unique. In imitation of Plato, 
Mendelssohn presents his subject in 
the form of a dialogue between So- 
crates, his disciples and friends. Twen- 
ty-two centuries prior to Mendelssohn, 
the same question was discussed by the 
great Plato in a similar manner, a 
dramatized conversation between So- 
crates and his disciples. The principal 
interlocutor of Plato's philosophical 
drama is a disciple of Socrates, Phaedo 
by name, otherwise unknown. Men- 
delssohn pursues the same method. 
The Socrates of Mendelssohn, how- 
ever, bears no resemblance to Plato's 
Socrates. 

Strange, indeed, is the fact that al- 
though Socrates is one of the most 
renowned of the ancients, there are 
absolutely no written traces of his 
teachings. The grandeur of his per- 
sonality is made manifest through the 
works of his disciples, and we can 
thus follow the vicissitudes of his ca- 
reer, from his earliest manhood to his 
execution by poisoning. In the span of 
his life, from 471 to 400 B.C., ap- 
proximately, he gained many friends 
and admirers, but also many bitter 
enemies, among whom may be men- 
tioned the great comedian, Aristo- 
phanes. In his comedy, "The Frogs," 
Aristophanes not only ridicules So- 
crates and his teachings but also heaps 
upon him many rude and venomous 



ANY one of you might now say 
to me — "Well, Socrates, you 
have convinced us that there 
is a future life to man ; but tell us also 
where our departed spirits shall in- 
habit ? In what etherial region will 
they dwell? How will they be employ- 
ed ? What reward will the virtuous 
souls meet with ? And will the vicious 
be enlightened and reclaimed ? 

If any person puts these questions 
to me, I shall say to him, "Friend, 
you ask me what is beyond my pro- 
vince to answer. I have led you through 
all the windings of the maze, and 
shown you its outlet ; other guides may 
conduct you farther. Whether the 



personal insults. 

The Socrates of Mendelssohn is not 
the Socrates of ancient Athens. It 
smacks not of the Athenian agora. 
Mendelssohn clothes his Socrates in 
the garb of a thinker of the eighteenth 
century C.E., perhaps in the garb of 
a philosophical Theologian of this 
period. His purpose was to prove his 
thesis in the accepted mode of his day, 
and he made use of Socrates as his 
mouthpiece. He succeeded very well, 
for after the publication of this work 
his point of view was accepted by the 
religious thinkers of his time with 
great acclaim. It was even thought, at 
that time, that Mendelssohn had set- 
tled the question of immortality for all 
time. 

The greatest merit of Mendelssohn's 
"Phaedon," however, is not so much 
its manner, nor its argument. Its merit 
is its literary style, for it is written 
in the finest tradition of classical Ger- 
man. 

Because of its contemporary popu- 
lar appeal and because of its splendid 
literary style, "Phaedon" was trans- 
lated into nearly all modern European 
languages. The English translation 
from the German was published in 
1789. When the Brooklyn Jewish Cen- 
ter library of Nazi-banned books was 
established, a rare edition of this vol- 
ume was acquired, and it is from it 
that the following selection is publish- 
ed. 



souls of the impious and wicked will 
suffer frost or heat, hunger or thirst, 
will sing in the morasses of Acherusia, 
pass their time in gloomy Tartarus, or 
be tossed on the flames of Phlegethon 
until they are purified? Whether the 
blessed will breathe pure heavenly 
ether upon a radiant mount of gold and 
precious stones, bask themselves in the 
blushes of the splendid morning, and 
enjoy perpetual youth, while they drink 
inspiring drafts of nectar? These are 
questions which I am totally unable to 
answer. If our poets and mythologists 
know better than I, let them communi- 
cate their instructions to others. The 
cause of humanity can receive no hurt 
from the play of their imagination. 



SOCRATES' DEATH, FROM 
MOSES MENDELSSOHN'S "PHAEDON" 
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With respect to myself, I am content 
with feeling a conviction that the eye 
of heaven is perpetually upon me; 
that its divine providence and justice 
will watch over me in the next, as it 
has protected me in this life ; and that 
my real happiness lies in the beauties 
and perfections of my soul. These per- 
fections are, temperance, justice, char- 
ity, benevolence, knowledge of the su- 
preme being, unceasing efforts to ac- 
complish his views, and resignation to 
his divine will. These are the blessed 
felicities which await me in the fu- 
turity which now opens before me. 
Thither I hasten. More I desire not to 
know to make me set out cheerfully 
upon my journey. You, Simmias, Ce- 
bes, and my other friends, will follow 
me, each in his turn." 

I may now use the words of the tra- 
gic poet, and say, "Inexorable fate bec- 
kons to me." It is now time to go into 
the bath. I think it will be more de- 
cent to bathe before I take the poison, 
that the women may not have the trou- 
ble of washing my body after it is 
dead. 

So be it, said Crito, as Socrates gave 
over speaking. But what have you to 
leave in charge to your friends or me 
to do, respecting your children and pri- 
vate affairs ? How shall we live to give 
you pleasure? 

By living, Crito, as I have long since 
recommended to you. I have nothing 
further to add. If you entertain a just 
respect for yourself, you cannot fail 
to live agreeably to virtue, and my 
wishes, independent of any promise 
you may make me. But if you neglect 
yourself, and do not follow the path 
which I have pointed out to you this 
day, as well as formerly, it will be to 
no purpose to make me any promises 
at present. 

My dear Socrates, said Crito, we will 
use our utmost efforts to obey you. 
But how shall we do with you after 
your death ? 

As you please, answered Socrates, 
provided I remain still with you, and 
do not make my escape elsewhere. 

At the same time he looked at us 
smiling and said, I cannot, my friends, 
persuade Crito, that he who now talks, 
and has for some time past been con- 
versing with you, is the true Socrates. 
He still imagines that Socrates, and 
the corpse which he will very soon see, 
which at this moment serves me as a 
garment only, are the same things, and 
asks how he shall inter me. All the 
arguments which I have produced 
hitherto to prove that as soon as the 



poison has operated I shall remain no 
longer here, but be transported to the 
mansions of the blest, appear to him 
mere inventions, to console you for 
my death. Be so kind, my friends, as 
to act a contrary part to that which 
Crito has done for me. He was bail for 
me to my judges, that I should not 
make my escape. You must be my 
guarantees to him that after death I 
shall take my departure hence ; that 
he may burn my body, or lay it in the 
earth, without afflicting himself by 
thinking that the greatest of all mis- 
fortunes has befallen me. Neither must 
he say at my interment, They place 
Socrates upon the bier; they carry So- 
crates away ; they lay Socrates in the 
grave. For know, my dear Crito, that 
such observations are not only con- 
trary to truth, but offensive to the de- 
parted spirit. Inter my body in what- 
ever manner you please, or the laws 
ordain; but be comforted in mind to 
think of the happy region to which I 
am fled. 

Upon saying this, Socrates, attended 
by Crito, went into a neighboring 
chamber to wash himself, desiring us 
to stay till his return. 

During his absence we entered into 
a recapitulation of the arguments we 
had heard, in order to preserve their 
conviction upon our memories, and 
strengthen our fortitude for the trial 
we were about to experience in the 
fate of our friend ; but the weight they 
bore, or the solace they afforded, could 
not prevent our minds from being 
deeply agitated by the melancholy 
event we saw approaching: for in So- 
crates we felt we were to lose a father, 
and to become orphans in the world. 

After he had bathed, his children 
were brought to him. He had three. 
One of them was grown up, the other 
two were yet in their infancy. The 
women of his house also came to take 
leave of him. He spoke to them all in 
the presence of Crito, gave them his 
last injunctions, and then returned to 
us. 

The sun was about to set, for So- 
crates had stayed some time in the 
bath. He sat down, but had scarcely 
begun to speak when the officer of 
the eleven men entered, and, going up 
to him, Oh, Socrates, he said, I 
see something in you very different 
from other men. I have been used to 
meet with scornful looks and impre- 
cations when I have announced the 
commands of justice, and bid them 
prepare to drink their last draft; but 
you are the most calm and tranquil 



man that ever entered these walls, and 
at this moment seem still more su- 
periorly so. Did your bosom feel any 
resentment, I am certain it would not 
be towards me, but those whom you 
know. I believe I need say no more; 
you understand the message I have to 
deliver to you. Farewell : suffer with 
patience the doom awarded you. 

At these words he turned from So- 
crates, and retired in tears. 

Socrates mildly answered him as he 
went, Friend, adieu ; we shall do as 
you desire. Then addressing us: Ob- 
serve, said Socrates, this man; he has 
frequently visited and conversed with 
me; he has a truly kind and compas- 
sionate heart ; see how sincerely he 
weeps. But, Crito, we must obey him ; 
let the poison be brought, if it is ready ; 
if not let it be prepared. 

Why in such haste, my dear Socrates, 
said Crito : I believe that the sun still 
shines upon the mountains. Many per- 
sons, before they taste the cup of 
death, eat and drink, and dedicate their 
last moments to love. 

They who consider every momentary 
suspension of their fate as a gain may 
do so. I have reasons for- observing 
a different conduct. I do not imagine 
I can gain anything by delay ; and I 
should appear ridiculous to myself if I 
were to become avaricious of life, 
when it is no longer mine. 

Crito then made a sign to the slave 
that attended. The slave withdrew, and 
sometime after the officer returned 
with a cup of poison in his hand, and 
advanced with it towards Socrates. 

The virtuous Socrates met him com- 
ing, and said, Friend, give it to me, 
and tell me how I am to do ; for you 
must know . . . 

Nothing, said the officer, but to walk 
to and fro after you have drunk it 
until your feet become heavy; then 
lay yourself down, that is all. 

Socrates took the cup quietly from 
him, and, fixing a steadfast look upon 
the officer, asked him if he thought 
a few drops might be spilled in libation 
to the gods. 

The officer answered, there is no 
more than the necessary quantity. 

It is enough, said Socrates. A prayer, 
however, I may still address — "Ye 
gods who call me, vouchsafe me a hap- 
py journey." 

When he had pronounced these 
words he raised the cup to his lips and 
emptied it without discovering the 
smallest emotion. 

At that moment our fortitude failed 
(Continued on page 22) 
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JEWISH EVENTS REVIEWED 



By LESTER LYONS 



THE International Labor Organi- 
zation, at its 24th annual session 
at Geneva, called on 40,000,000 
organized workers throughout the 
w o r 1 d to condemn discrimination 
against Jewish workers. A resolution 
adopted at this conference, attended 
by delegates from 49 nations, asked all 
member states to "apply the principle 
of equality of treatment to all workers 
in their territories and renounce all 
measures without exception which 
might in particular' establish discrim- 
ination against workers belonging to 
certain races with regard to their ad- 
mission to public or private posts." 

* * * 

The International Refugees Confer- 
ence, caked by President Roosevelt to 
facilitate international cooperative ef- 
fort on behalf of political refugees, 
will be held at Evian, France, on July 
6. More than thirty nations will par- 
ticipate in this conference. This coun- 
try's delegate to the conference is My- 
ron C. Taylor, former chairman of 
the United States Steel Corporation. 
The press in this country is over- 
whelmingly in favor of the program of 
refugee relief. Dr. Weizmann, Presi- 
dent of the Jewish Agency for Pales- 
tine, will attend the conference for the 
purpose of showing the opportunities 
offered by Palestine for refugee re- 
lief and of inducing the conference to 
\persuade Great Britain to revise its 
policy of restricting Jewish immigra- 
tion to Palestine. 

♦ afc $ 

The Pro-Palestine Federation of 
America, a national Christian organi- 
zation, has appealed to President 
Roosevelt, the State Department and 
the British government to throw Pal- 
estine open to free immigration so that 
it may be a haven of refuge for Jews 
persecuted in Europe. 

Jewish property in Austria has been 
placed under the jurisdiction of the 
German Ministry of Commerce, which 
has the authority to pass on all ques- 
tions relating to the sale or transfer of 
such property . . . Because of a special 
clause in the recent Italo-German ac- 
cord, General Goering's decree requir- 
ing all Jews of any nationality to re- 
port their property holdings in Ger- 
man)' and Austria has not been applied 
against Italian Jews. 



The General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland in Edinburgh has adopted 
a resolution declaring that "The Gen- 
eral Assembly renew their protests 
against the virulence and cruelty of the 
attacks still being directed against 
helpless Jewish minorities in Central 
and Eastern Europe, and they affirm 
their conviction that no Church can be 
truly Christian and anti-Semitic at one 
and the same time." Speakers at the 
Assembly denounced the persecution 
of the Jews in Germany as diabolic 
and shameful and pointed out the need 
for practical expressions of sympathy 
with the Jews. The mover of the re- 
solution exclaimed, "What the world 
could be if we could get into our re- 
ligion the spiritual devotion of that 
race ! . . . I never met a more inter- 
esting, kind, and tender-hearted peo- 
ple." 

* * * 

A movement of "national rededica- 
tion to the principles upon which the 
Republic stands" has been established 
by representatives of twelve national 
organizations, including the Jewish 
Welfare Board and the National Con- 
ference of Jews and Christians. Un- 
der the name of the "National Rededi- 
cation" group, this new organization 
will combat racial and religious intol- 
erance and conduct an educational 
campaign to emphasize the significance 
of democratic institutions. Persons of 
all faiths, among whom are Roger W. 
Straus, Rabbi David de Sola Pool, 
Owen D. Young, Herbert Hoover and 
Richard E. Byrd, are members of this 
group. Its head is James R. Garfield, 
son of the late President of the United 
States. 

* * * 

The Columbia University Federa- 
tion for Democracy and Intellectual 
Freedom, headed by Dr. Harold C. 
Urey, Professor of Chemistry at Col- 
umbia University, has made an appeal 
to 500 colleges in this country to pro- 
vide free admission to refugee stud- 
ents. While some aid has been furnish- 
ed refugee educators and scholars, 
very little has been done to provide 
educational facilities for the student 
who has been deprived of the oppor- 
tunity of studying in his native land. 
The appeal states that "It is becoming 



more and more necessary for this great 
modern democracy to carry the torch 
of civilization in the next few years" 
and hopes that the students, who will 
include all races and creeds, will make 
a positive contribution to American 
life" ... In England, Dr. John Ryle, 
physician to the King's household, is 
chief of a movement to obtain free tui- 
tion in British schools for refugee 
Jewish medical students. 

* * * 

The American Jewish Congress, 
A merican Jewish Committee, B'nai 
Brith and Jewish Labor Committee 
have agreed to coordinate their activi- 
ties which relate specifically to safe- 
guarding the equal rights of Jews 
through the creation of a single body 
in which each of those organizations 
will have equal representation. This 
union, however, is not to affect the au- 
tonomy of these organizations and is 
to exclude consideration of questions 
involving racial, national or religious 
philosophies. The proposed body will 
be augmented, after its creation, by re- 
presentatives of other Jewish groups, 
and a decision on any issue within its 
scope by two-thirds of the body will be 
binding on the constituent groups. A 
conference is to be held shortly to 
adopt a program of dividing national 
Jewish activities so as to avoid dupli- 
cation of effort. 

* * * 

The Mexican Embassy in Washing- 
ton has informed the Jewish Peoples 
Committee that the Mexican Govern- 
ment strongly disapproves of anti- 
Semitism, is willing to cooperate with 
international refugee commissions, 
and would settle refugees in various 
sections of the country. The govern- 
ment has denounced as false and Nazi- 
inspired, propaganda in the Mexican 
press that the government contem- 
plates eliminating the Jews from the 
country ... In Canada, a special Cab- 
inet Committee on Refugees told a 
delegation representing 10,000 Cana- 
dian Jews that Canada would send re- 
presentatives to the international con- 
ference called by President Roosevelt 
to deal with the plight of refugees. 
While the Minister of Immigration 



[16] 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



expressed his sympathy with the re- 
quests for help, he gave no assurance 
that Canada's immigration barriers 
would be let down. 

* * * 

A National Re-settlement Commit- 
tee to promote the settlement of Ger- 
man refugees in uncongested areas in 
the United States has been established. 
The sponsors are the National Coor- 
dinating Committee for Aid to Re- 
fugees and Emigrants coming from 
Germany and the National Conference 
of Jewish Social Welfare Organiza- 
tions. It is expected that by means of 
the new committee the work of all re- 
gional and local resettlement commit- 
tees in the country will be coordinated. 

* * * 

The House of Representatives has 
appointed a special committee to in- 
vestigate Nazi and Communist pro- 
paganda and activities in this country. 
Representative Martin Dies of Texas 
is chairman of the committee. Al- 
though Representative Samuel Dick- 
stein of New York had worked for the 
creation of the committee, no Jew is a 
member of it. 

* * * 

The annual convention of the Zion- 
ist Organization of America will be 
held in Detroit in the first week of 
July. In accordance with the constitu- 
tional provision that the president of 
the organization may serve no more 
than two consecutive terms, Dr. Ste- 
phen S. Wise, the present president, 
will retire from that office. Prominent 
among those who have been suggested 
to succeed Dr. Wise are Dr. Israel H. 
Levinthal, Rabbi of the Brooklyn Jew- 
ish Center, and Rabbi Israel Gold- 
stein. A number of influential Zionist 
groups have already taken active steps 
to sponsor Dr. Levinthal's candidacy 
for the presidency. 

* * * 

During the eight months beginning 
October 1, Hadassah, the Women's 
Zionist Organization of America, 
raised $610,000 for its projects in Pal- 
estine. This sum, the largest collected 
during any similar period in the past 
25 years, exceeds by $126,000 the con- 
tributions made during the correspond- 
ing period last year. Its present enroll- 
ment in the senior and junior divi- 
sions is 67,000. One of its main activ- 
ities is to assist the Youth Aliyah 
movement to transfer Jewish children 
from Germany, Austria and Poland 
to agricultural colonies and trade 



schools in Palestine. Over 2,200 boys 
and girls between the ages of 15 and 
17 have already been transferred 
through this organization, which is now 
undertaking to rescue 1,000 more chil- 
dren within the next three months. 
Mrs. Roosevelt has praised this under- 
taking, stating that the Youth Aliyah 
movement will give "real hope for fu- 
ture security to children, many of 
whom have come from areas where 
life has been extremely precarious." 
* * * 

To prevent Arab terrorists in Syria 
and Lebanon, under French mandate, 
from invading Palestine, the British 
government is erecting a barbed-wire 
fence on the border between the two 
territories. The fence, which will cost 
$450,000, will be completed -in Aug. 
That it will prove an efficacious bar- 
rier seems doubtful in view of the cir- 
cumstance that a band of Arab terror- 
ists has already ripped up a section of 
the fence and removed it into Lebanon. 



DEDICATED TO A GENTLE 
READER 

By Sarah M. Klinghoffer 

LITTLE tomes, more massive vol- 
umes, 

Row on row upon a shelf, 
Leather-, canvas-, vellum-bound, — 
Each a proud, specific self. 

Romance, adventure, rhyme and prose, 
Foot by foot, in rhythmic measure ; 

Each line unfolds a pretty theme., 
Each tale becomes a lovely treasure. 

Words grow into lines coherent, 
Lines expand to paragraphs ; 

Graphic theses that enchant, 

Some of tears, and some of laughs. 

Delightful grows the atmosphere 
As one, contented, calm, at peace, 

Sifts through vicarious emotions 
Which scribes fantastically release. 

The adventure moves, excites the read- 
er, 

Deepens the mystery, we grow 
tense ; 

Hearts beat faster, pulses quicken, 
What heroes, action and suspense ! 

Smooth, fluent, vocal, resounding — 
Words on parade, — a veritable 
stream ; 

Prelude, climax, happy ending, 

The gentle reader's perfect dream. 



In a contest conducted by the New 
History Society on the subject of pre- 
serving the cultural values of racial 
minorities in the United States, the 
first three prizes were won by Jews. 

* * * 

Plans are being made for the presen- 
tation in this country of a "Drama in 
Exile," in which the participants will 
be celebrated exiled artists. The spon- 
sor of this project is Alexander Gra- 
nach, noted Jewish Shakespearian ac- 
tor of Germany, who has recently come 
to this country after having been exiled 
from his native land. 

* * * 

In the course of an address before 
the Scottish Liberal National Associa- 
tion, Lieut.-Colonel Charles I. Kerr, 
member of the British Parliament, a 
Lord of the Treasury and Chief Liber- 
al National Whip, declared that most 
of the people supporting Communism 
were Jews. Subsequently, after his re- 
flections on the Jews had aroused con- 
siderable criticism, Lieut.-Colonel Kerr 
apologized with "sincere regret" for 
his remarks. He admitted that "I had 
no right whatever in my remarks on 
the Communist and anti-God move- 
ments to refer to the Jews." ... In 
Denmark, Captain Lembke, founder 
of the Nazi party there, has publicly 
recanted his support of Nazi doctrines 
and activities against the Jews. He 
stated his realization that Nazi doc- 
trines were inconsistent with the Dan- 
ish principles of fair play. He apolo- 
gized to the Danes and Jews and 
pledged himself to work in the future 
in defense of the Jews. 

* * * 

Commander Oliver Locker-Lamp- 
son, gentile member of the British par- 
liament, has pledged himself to donate 
for the relief of Jewish refugees $500 
a year, or one-sixth of his annual sal- 
ary, for the next five years. 

* * * 

Following the passage of legislation 
in Hungary limiting the Jews to a 20 
per cent participation in cultural and 
economic life, Hungarian Jews have 
instituted a boycott against business 
establishments and public utilities 
which are government monopolies. 
Their abstaining from liquor, tobacco, 
candy and fruit and refusal to use 
transportation and communication fa- 
cilities are cutting down heavily gov- 
ernmental receipts and seem to augur 
a crisis in the government. It is pre- 
dicted that the present government of 
(Continued on page 21) 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



[17] 



BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER ACTIVITIES 



CENTER ACADEMY COMMENCE- 
MENT EXERCISES 

On June 15th, the Center Academy 
of the Brooklyn Jewish Center held 
its commencement and closing exer- 
cises for the school year 1937-1938. 
Four boys, Howard L. Adelson, Jer- 
ome Freedman, Allen P. Golden and 
Albert G. Schwabacher, were gradu- 
ated from the school this year. 

After several songs by the school 
chorus, Mrs. Soskin greeted the par- 
ents and friends of the school and wel- 
comed them to the exercises. Mr. Ben- 
jamin A. Levine, Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, presented the grad- 
uates to Rabbi Levinthal and in his 
presentation stressed the importance of 
humility and understanding for both 
rich and poor alike. Rabbi Levinthal 
urged the graduating boys not to for- 
get the importance of the Jewish train- 
ing and the culture they had imbibed 
at the Center Academy and to con- 
tinue with their Jewish studies. 

After the graduating class had pre- 
sented to the school a photograph en- 
larger as a gift from their group, there 
was a short intermission which was 
followed by a play produced and writ- 
ten by the children from Grades IV- 
VIII. The theme of the play was "The 
Theatre- — A Reflection of Life," and 
dealt with the development of the the- 
atre from the days of the early cave- 
man to our present day theatre. It 
proved to be a most ambitious produc- 
tion, unusually colorful, charming and 
vivacious. The scenery, painted by the 
children and the costumes originated 
and prepared by the children were out- 
standing. 



EXPRESSION OF CONDOLENCE 

Our sincere expressions of sympathy 
and condolence are extended to Mrs. 
Joseph N. Prensky of 576 Eastern 
Parkway on the death of her mother, 
Mrs. Dora Rosenberg on June 17th. 

JULY 4th GYM SCHEDULE 

The Gymnasium and Baths Depart- 
ment will be open as per the holiday 
schedule on Monday, July 4th. The de- 
partment will be open to men from 
10 A.M. to 2 P.M. and to boys from 
2 P.M. to 5 P.M. 



GRADUATIONS 

Our hearty congratulations are ex- 
tended to : 

Herbert Gabriel, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Barnett Gabriel of 318 Brooklyn 
Avenue who was graduated from Yale 
University cum laude. 

Raymond N. Shapiro, son of Dr. 
and Mrs. Simon Shapiro of 135 East- 
ern Parkway who was graduated from 
the College of Medicine of New York 
University. 

Lawrence Stark, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Samuel Stark of 693 Montgom- 
ery Street who was graduated from 
City College. 

Edward Lazansky Swcedler, son of 
Judge and Mrs. Nathan Sweedler of 
194 Crown Street who was graduated 
with the degree of B.A. from Brown 
University. 

Jean Weinstein, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Albert A. Weinstein of 1475 
Carroll Street who graduated cum 
laude from New York University. 
Miss Weinstein is the recipient of a 
gold medal for scholarship and service 
and one for scholarship in music. She 
has also been elected to the N. Y. U. 
Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa. 



RESERVE YOUR HOLIDAY SEATS 
NOW 

Members who expect to worship at 
the Center during the coming high 
holy days, are requested to please make 
their reservations for seats with the 
least possible delay. Preference as to 
location will be given to members, 
provided their orders are received im- 
mediately. 

In accordance with the decision 
adopted at the last meeting of the Re- 



CONGRATULATIONS 

Our heartiest congratulations and 
best wishes are extended to the follow- 
ing : 

Mrs. Harry Gellis of 1344 Carroll 
Street on the occasion of the marriage 
of her daughter Augusta, to Mr. Henry 
Kramer on June 19th. 

Mr. Saul Kaplan of 818 Linden 
Blvd. whose marriage to Miss Shirley 
Schwartz will be celebrated on June 
30th. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Levey of 250 
Crown Street upon the marriage of 
their daughter, Helen M. to Mr. Ar- 
thur Rosenberg which was celebrated 
at the Center on June 19th. 

Mr. and Mrs. I. Resnikoff of 253 
Montgomery Street on the occasion of 
the marriage of their daughter Sylvia, 
to Mr. Robert Schwam at the Center 
on June 18th. 



ENGAGEMENT 

Announcement has been made of the 
engagement of Rita Marjorie, of 260 
Brooklyn Avenue, daughter of Mrs. 
Esther R. and the late Louis W. Ber- 
nard, to Dr. Seymour H. Rinzler, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Rinzler. 



ligious Service Committee, notice is 
hereby given to members who may 
want to reserve their last year's seats, 
to please notify our office before June 
30th. 

The services will be held as usual in 
the Alain Synagogue as well as in the 
Auditorium. Rabbi Levinthal will 
preach at the services which will be 
held in the Synagogue. Rev. Kantor 
will officiate accompanied by the well 
known Oscar Julius Choir. 



PERSONAL 

Harry Zankel, son of Mr. and Mrs. the law firm of Rubinton and Cole- 
Louis Zankel, is now associated with man of 32 Court Street, Brooklyn. 



THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

solicits your cooperation in enrolling new members for the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center. 

The vacation season offers' you a splendid opportunity to make 
new friends. Speak to them about the Center, its splendid facilities, the 
many activities for its members, "and urge them to join the member- 
ship of the institution. 

The office of the Center will gladly cooperate with you in supply- 
ing these prospective members with literature concerning our institution. 
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YEAR'S 
EETINGS 



Express your New Year's greetings 
through the 1938 Rosh Hashanah Issue 
of the Brooklyn Jewish Center Review. 

This is the modern way of conveying 
your good wishes to friends and neigh- 
bors, and the cost is surprisingly low — 
$2, $3, $5 and over, depending upon 
space desired. 

PLACE YOUR ORDERS NOW 



APPLICATIONS FOR 
MEMBERSHIP 

The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Kantor, Joseph 

C.P.A. Married 

Res. 1268 President St. 

Bus. 55 West 42nd St. 
Karlin, David J. 

Clothing Married 

Res. 443 Crown St. 

Bus. 141 Fifth Ave. 

Proposed by Samuel Reich 
Minhoff, Dr. Manny 

Dentist Unmarried 

Res. 1621 Carroll St. 

Bus. Same 

Proposed bv A. Margolin. 
Minhoff, Dr. "Max _ 

Physician Married 

Res. 1621 Carroll St. 

Proposed by A. Margolin. 
Oringer, James 

Coal Married 

Res. 1 St. Paul's Court 

Bus. 39th Street, Bklyn. 

Proposed by Hyman Aaron 
Rascoff, Dr. Henry 

Physician Married 

Res. 895 Eastern Pkway. 

Proposed by Benj. Martz 

BAR MITZVAHS 

Congratulations are hereby extended 
to the following: 



Center Hebrew School 

The Daily Hebrew School of the 
Center which meets afternoons 
and Sunday morning is now open 
for registration of children — boys 
and girls, for the coming Fall term. 
The rates are moderate and with- 
in the reach of the average Jew- 
ish parent. Our school which is re- 
garded as one of the finest in the 
city gives its pupils an excellent 
Jewish training. 



Mr. and Mrs. Harry A. Freedman 
of 135 Eastern Parkway upon the Bar 
Mitzvah of their son Jerome which 
will be celebrated at the Center on 
Saturday morning, June 25th. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. H. Schlesinger, of 
1025 St. Johns Place, who celebrated 
the Bar Mitzvah of their son on June 
18th. 



IN MEMORIAM 

It is with deep regret that we an- 
nounce the death of our fellow mem- 
ber 

fHax §>rljnri&pr 

of 97 Brooklyn Avenue, who passed 
away on June 22nd. 

To the family of the deceased and to 
his friends and relatives the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center extends its sincere con- 
dolence. 



ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF GIFTS 

We gratefully acknowledge receipt 
of gifts from the following: 
Library 

Morris Greenhouse 

Dr. I. H. Levinthal 

Mordecai Halevi 
Prayer Books 

Abe Mann 



SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of candles at 8:17 o'clock. 

Friday evening services at 6:20 & 
7 :20 o'clock. 

Sabbath morning services, Parsha 
Shalach, will commence at 8:45. Rab- 
bi Levinthal will preach oh the por- 
tion of the law. 

Class in Ein Yaakov under the lead- 
ership of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh at 5 
P. M. 

Mincha services at 6 :05 and 7 :30 
P. M. 



CONSECRATION EXERCISES 
MOST SUCCESSFUL 

The third annual Consecration ser- 
vice was held in our synagogue on the 
first day of Shevuoth, Sunday morn- 
ing, June 5th. A congregation that fill- 
ed every seat of the synagogue and 
balcony and included many standees 
witnessed the beautiful program that 
was arranged. The procession of the 
members of the Consecration class was 
led by Mr. Joseph M. Schwartz, presi- 
dent of our Center, and Mr. Frank 
Schaeffer, the chairman of the Hebrew 
School Committee. During the proces- 
sion, Rev. Kantor chanted an appro- 
priate hymn. Rabbi Levinthal also pre- 
sented to each member of the class a 
beautiful gift from the Sisterhood of 
our Center — "a Book of Jewish 
Thoughts" by the chief rabbi of Eng- 
land, Joseph H. Hertz. 

The Consecration class this year was 
under the personal charge of Helen 
Hadassah Levinthal. 



DAILY SERVICES 

Morning services at 7 and 8 o'clock. 
Mincha services at 8:15 o'clock. 



YOUNG FOLKS LEAGUE 

Final Meeting of the Season 

to be followed by 

Moonlight Dance and 
Party on Roof 

♦ 

Tuesday Evening, June 28th 
♦ 

Continuous Music — All you can Drink 



Admission Free 

to members and sons and daughters 
of Center members. 
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STANDING COMMUTES OF 
THE CENTER -1938 



Arbitration Committee 

T. Levingson, Chairman 

Murray T. Feiden 

Samuel H. Goldberg 

Philip Nelson 

Nathan Sweedler 

Louis Weinstock 

Harry Zirinsky 
Cemetery Committee 

Nathan T. Schwartz, Chairman 

Hyman Aaron 

William Ball 

Isidor Fine 

Moses Ginsberg 

Pincus Glickman 

Henry Gold 

B. J. Kline 

Samuel Rottenberg 

Henry Seinfel 

N. D. Shapiro 
Chevra Kadisha Committee 

Louis Albert, Chairman 

Henry Davis, Vice Chairman 

Max H. Haft 

Abraham Ginsburg 

Samuel Meltzer 

Meyer Nemerov 

Morris Rosenfeld 

B. Waxman 

David Stark 
Civic Committee 

J. L. Holtzman, Chairman 

Ira L. Rosenson, Vice Chairman 

Murray T. Feiden 

Saul S. Abelov 

Ben Hyde 

Philip Nelson 
Committee on Auxiliary Activities 

Maurice Bernhardt, Chairman 
Forum and Educational Committee 

Max Herzfeld, Chairman 

I. Siegmeister, Vice Chairman 

Samuel P. Abelow 

Harry Cooper 

Philip F. Feinberg 

Dr. Louis Farber 

Samuel H. Goldberg 

Judge Emanuel Greenberg 

J. L. Holtzmann 

Louis N. Jaffe 

Arthur Joseph 

Ira L. Rosenson 

William I. Siegel 

Isaac D. Sorgen 

Mrs. A. A. Weinstein 
Grievance Committee 

Albert A. Weinstein, Chairman 

Abraham Ginsburg 



Harry A. Harrison 

Max Herzfeld 

Frank Levey 

Joseph M. Schwartz 

Henry Seinfel 

Louis Simon 

Samuel Stark 

Judge Nathan Sweedler 

Louis Weinstock 
Hebrew Education Committee 

Frank Schaeffer, Chairman 

Morris D. Wender, Vice Chairman 

Mrs. Harry Amer 

Abraham Feit 

Samuel Fleischman 

Hyman Gitelson 

Samuel Greenblatt 

K. Karl Klein 

Solomon Levinson 

Mrs. I. Lowenfeld 

Isaac D. Sorgen 

Dr. Maurice Schnall 

David Spiegel 

Henry Teller 

Mrs. I. Wiener 

Abraham H. Zirn 
House Committee 

Hyman Aaron, Chairman 

Louis Halperin, Vice Chairman 

Nathan Arvins 

Meyer Chizner 

Chas. Eichen 

Isidor Fine 

Jacob A. Fortunoff 

Moses Ginsberg 

Pincus Glickman 

Henry Gold 

Louis Kaplan 

Morris Wender 
Library Committee 

Rabbi Louis Hammer, Chairman 

Harry A. Harrison, Vice Chairman 

Samuel P. Abelow 

Jacob S. Doner 

Abraham Feit 

Dr. Reuben Finkelstein 

Hyman Gitleson 

Louis J. Gribetz 

Dr. Jacob Halperin 

K. Karl Klein 
Samuel Pasner 

Mrs. Arnold Silberg 

Samuel Stark 

Leo Weitz 

Membership Committee 

Hon. Emanuel Greenberg, Chairman 
Alex Bernstein 
H. L. Brainson 



Seymour I. Danziger 
Samuel A. Doctorow 
Murray Feiden 
Milton J. Goell 
Samuel H. Goldberg 
Martin M. Goldman 
Harry A. Harrison 
Jacob Leicher 
Ben Hyde 
Frank Levey 
Dr. Abraham Levine 
Mrs. Harry Levy 
Louis Parnes 
Chas. Perman 
Arthur Rebach 
Philip M. Rich 
Herman B. Schell 
N. T. Schwartz 
Hyman Siegel 
Louis Simon 
Isaac D. Sorgen 
Dr. Moses Spatt 
Albert Witty 
Abraham H. Zirn 

Physical Training Committee 

David B. Kaminsky, Chairman 

Albert Witty, Vice Chairman 

Milton B. Balsam 

Mrs. C. H. Bellin 

Alex Bernstein 

Mrs. H. E. Boskowitz 

H. L. Brainson 
Estelle Dembo 
Dr. R. Finkelstein 
V. W. Gleichenhaus 
Dr. M. M. Kafka 
Samuel Kane 

Mrs. M. Leff 

Dr. Abraham Levine 

I. Lowenfeld 
Win. Rosenberg 
Benjamin H. Wisner 
Mrs. A. Witty 

Dr. Samuel A. Wolfe 

Herman P. Weisberg 

Abraham H. Zirn 
Publicity Committee 

Louis J. Gribetz, Chairman 

William I. Siegel, Vice Chairman 

Samuel P. Abelow 

Robert Banks 

Milton J. Goell 

Harry A. Harrison 

Max Herzfeld 

David B. Kaminsky 

Frank Levey 

I. Siegmeister 

Isaac D. Sorgen 

Morris Weinberg 

Mrs. A. A. Weinstein 
Religious Service Committee 

Abraham Ginsburg, Chairman 

Morris Rosenfeld, Vice Chairman 

Louis Albert 
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Mrs. J. D. Booth 
Jacob S. Doner 
Charles Fine 
Morirs Groden 
Max H. Haft 
David Halpern 
Joseph Horowitz 
I. Levingson 
Leib Lurie 
Morris Miller 
Mrs. K. I. Ostow 
Hyman Rachmil 
Samuel Stark 
M. D. Wender 
Social and Entertainment Committee 
Maurice Bernhardt, Chairman 
Saul S. Abelov 
Mrs. S. I. Danziger 
Chas. Eichen 
Hyman Fried 
Harry Greene 
Ben Hyde 
David B. Kaminsky 
Samuel Kane 
K. Karl Klein 
Morton Klinghoffer 
Frank Levey 
Dr. Abraham Levine 
Benjamin Machlin 
Philip Nelson 
Samuel Nicoll 
Louis J. Palatnick 
Dr. Arnold Silberg 
Ph. M. Rich 
Max Singer 
Herman P. Weisberg 



HOUSE FOR SALE 

One family, up-to-date house offered 
for sale at sacrifice price. Nine rooms 
with double garage. Location — Lefierts 
Avenue between Kingston and Albany 
Avenues. Further information may be 
obtained at the Center office. 



I. Wiener 

Mr. & Mrs. A. Wittv 
A. H. Zirn 

CONCLUDING SERMON 

This Sabbath morning at our usual 
services, Rabbi Levinthal will preach 
the concluding sermon of this season. 
He will speak on the subject, "The 
Windows of the Jewish Sanctuary" in 
which he will discuss the functions of 
the Jewish synagogue. 

JUNIOR CONGREGATION 
HONOR LIST 

The following is the Honor Roll of 
those boys and girls who have attended 
regularly the Junior Congregation dur- 
ing the past season : 

(a) Hebrew School Pupils — Eugene 
Alpert, Everett Alpert, Hazel Atlas, 
Franklin Bass, Morton Brod, Bertram 
Brown, Larry Buchman, Morris Co- 
hen, Marvin Dannenberg, Toby Dro- 
gin. William Farber, Martin Feinberg, 
Seymour Finkelman, Estelle Gabel, 
Daniel Goldberg, Muriel Goldberg, 
Robert Goldberg, Martin Goldstone, 
Lepp Greenberg. Rosalie Gross, Har- 
old Horowitz, Harold Kadish, Betty 
Kaufman, Ralph Levy, Alfred Liber- 
man, Charles Lieberman, Melvin Lipp, 
Morty Lowenfeld, Bernard Sauerhaft, 
Dorothy Sholin, Walter Smith, Mar- 
vin Sussman, Jean Sussman, Judith 
Teller, Adele Teitelbaum, Benjamin 
Zirn, Larry Zirn. 

(b) Center Academy Pupils — Jer- 
ome Freedman, Alvin Goldberg, Allen 
Golden, Martin Lukashok, Jerry 
Philips. 

(c) Other Congregants — Bobby Co- 
hen, Sanford Cohen, Jack Doctorow. 
Judah Gribetz, Irwin Gribetz, Doris 
Levy, Sheldon Levy. 

The officers of the Junior Congrega- 
tion are Buddy Lowenfeld, chairman ; 
Arthur Feinberg, vice-chairman ; Eph- 
raim Goldberg, Albert Jaffe, Judah 
Klein, Donald Gribetz, Joseph New- 
man. 



WEDDING 
DECORATIONS 
Our Specialty .. 




4685 PITKIN AVE 
BROOKLYN. N Y. 



WEDDING 
DECORATIONS 
Our S pec i alty 



We Carry A Complete 
Line of 

Fruit Baskets 

for every occasion 



THE BROOKLYN JEWISH 
CENTER'S OFFICIAL 
FLORIST 



TELEPHONE DICKENS 2-4000 
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LOUIS ZANGWILL 

(Continued from page 3) 
some few on matters of Jewish in- 
terests. These were published in vari- 
ous magazines, both British and Amer- 
ican. During" these years, he was also 
in considerable demand as a lecturer. 

Louis Zangwell was keen, scholarly 
and versatile. Though his novels never 
attained that height of popularity that 
is accorded to the so-called "best-sel- 
lers," his works display a deep in- 
sight into the British and continental 
life of his era, and are written with 
distinction. Of his non-fictional writ- 
ings, the most outstanding is his philo- 
sophical essay, "The Quest of Spiritual 
Truth," published in 1926. Printed as 
an introduction to I. C. Isbyan's philo- 
sophical work, "The Ego and Spiritu- 
al Truth," Louis Zangwill manifests a 
sharp interest and more than usual at- 
tainment in philosophic lore. His fam- 
iliarity with metaphysical speculation 
is not limited to the trodden field. He 
discourses, knowingly, on the Hindu, 
Chinese and Greek systems of thought. 
Confucius, Buddha, Plato, Aristotle, 
Philo, as well as Leibnitz, Kant and 
even Einstein, were no strangers to 
his incisive analysis. 

What was L. Zangwill's attitude to- 
wards contemporary Judaism? This is 
a matter difficult to answer off-hand. 
In his literary production, and in his 
life work, he does not show the burn- 
ing interest in Jewish matters that is 
found in the life and works of his 
noted brother. As he advanced in 
years, however, there appeared a no- 
ticeable growth and development of 
interest in Jewry and Judaism. 

To give an estimate of this rather 
meritorious personality would be im- 
mature. The perspective is too close. 
Our knowledge is limited. It is per- 
haps just to assert that while he may 
not be numbered among the great, he 
may be reckoned among the distin- 
guished. — E. N. R. 



JEWISH EVENTS REVIEWED 

(Continued from page 16) 
Premier Imredy will fall and be suc- 
ceeded by the party of former Premier 
Count Stefan Bethlen, who was op- 
posed to anti-Jewish legislation. Side 
by side with its legislation against the 
Jews, the government has been cur- 
tailing Nazi activities. Major Ferenc 
Szalaso, the Hitler of Hungary, has 
been imprisoned for two months for 
an attempt "to upset the social order," 
and a newspaper which is the organ of 



the anti-Semitic Nazi Arrow Cross 
movement has been indefinitely sus- 
pended. The Premier has warned 
against the dissemination of Aryan 
propaganda. 

* * * 

After confiscating his property and 
collecting a ransom furnished on his 
behalf by friends and pupils, the Nazi 
government allowed Dr. Sigmund 
Freud to leave Austria. He is now in 
j^undon working on a book which is 
a psycho-analytical study of the Bible 
. . . The Nazis are holding Baron 
Louis Rothschild for $10,000,000 ran- 
som They have developed a technique 
of trumping up charges against prom- 
inent Jews and demanding payments 
to satisfy these charges as a condition 
to releasing these Jews from the coun- 
try. Recent decrees by the government 
prevent Jews from taking any money 
with them when they leave Austria. 
Austrian Jewish refugees will be pen- 
niless. 

* * * 

Until three years ago, there were no 
Jews on the island of Trinidad in the 
West Indies. Today, about 50 Jews 
are there. They are now organizing a 
congregation. 

* * * 

A gentile Polish poet, Anthony Gro- 
novich, has published a book entitled, 
"Anti-Semitism Is Destroying My 
Fatherland." The author strongly as- 
sails persecution of the Jews and re- 



NEW VIENNA 

By Martin Lukasholc 
(Aged 12) 

OVER quaint Vienna walls 
Where now swastika flies 
The air was filled with music 
With gaiety and with laughter. 
But gone for the present are the days 
When Schubert and Strauss did reign 
Gone are the days of happiness 
When love and kindness were king, 
For now "Heil Hitler" is in the air 
The air which was once free 
Free to all humanity 
Is now condemned to hell. 

Let us hope the day will come 

When weapons into ploughshares turn 

Then freedom alone will hold the 

throne 
Which is so dear to us 
And then again will laughter ring out 
In a sign that peace is here 
Everlasting freedom 
Which is so dear to us. 



counts the contributions of the Jews 
to Polish culture. 

A new reign of terror has been in- 
stituted against the Jews of Vienna 
and Berlin. With unbelievable fero- 
city, Nazi hoodlums, with the conniv- 
ance of the authorities, are perpetrat- 
ing outrageous acts against the Jews 
with the object of completely demoral- 
izing them and rendering them desti- 
tute. Jewish property is despoiled, 
"Aryans" are prevented from patron- 
izing Jewish establishments, Jews are 
subjected to personal indignities. 
Without any excuse, or on the flimsi- 
est pretext, the police are rounding 
up thousands of Jews and are placing 
them under arrest or sending them to 
concentration camps. It is believed 
that the Nazi government is sanction- 
ing or instigating these acts so that 
pressure may thereby be applied 
against other governments to expedite 
their efforts to enable Jews to emi- 
grate from Germany. 

* * * 

An Exhibition of Miniatures, which 
will include tiny books, scrolls and 
manuscripts of ancient, Jewish char- 
acter, has just opened at the Museum 
of the Jewish Theological Seminary 
of America in this city. The exhibi- 
tion will be open to the public all sum- 
mer, having been arranged as part of 
the summer program of the New York 
Municipal Art Committee. Among the 
articles on display are books an inch 
square and pictures composed entirely 
of minute script of texts from the 
Bible. 



LEON BLUM'S INFLUENCE 
ON WORLD EVENTS 

(Continued from page 6) 

freedom) of the many. If Blum's re- 
gime has not done anything else, it has 
at least once again restored the dig- 
nity of human values in government 
and widened the sphere of influence of 
human rights as opposed to property 
right. This has been done to the ac- 
companiment of an insistence upon the 
paramount importance of labor. At the 
present moment, there seems to be a 
damming up of these forces in contem- 
porary France. It is possible to pro- 
phesy, however, that the very fact of 
the obstruction will eventually force 
the free emergence of the leftist cur- 
rent in stronger volume than ever be- 
fore. 
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"UNITED, EVEN THE WEAK 
BECOME POWERFUL" 

{Continued from page 8) 

pie? Many may have wandered from 
their religious heritage through no 
fault of their own, through force of 
circumstance or env ironment. Shall we 
at this late day deny the Talmudic 
dictum: "An Israelite, even though he 
sins, remains an Israelite?" What an- 
tiquated, empty talk is this discussion 
of the religious versus the people-hood 
of the Jew? In the face of all that has 
taken place in Jewish life during the 
last half century, are there still Jews 
who, ostrich-like, would hide their 
people-hood? Yes, that should be our 
great purpose, — to unite all Jews, the 
unsynagogued as well as the syna- 
gogued, to make them all feel the com- 
mon fellowship of Israel. Who knows 
but that under the influence of this 
united fellowship, those who have 
given up their religious heritage will 
feel the urge to come closer under the 
wings of the Shechinah? 

* * * 
The most disappointing feature in 
all the arguments advanced is that 
these spokesmen seem to be over- 
powered by the fear that through the 
Congress, Hitler may find justification 
for. any of the theories that he pro- 
pounds. As if Hitler needs justifica- 
tion for his deviltry ! Whatever the 
Jew will do, or will not do, will never 
appease the monster wrath that is his, 
and which owes its source to his aver- 
sion to all those divine ideals which 
Judaism and Christianity symbolize in 
life. 

Nay, I see no danger in such a union 
of American Jewish forces. I see dan- 
ger only in that attitude of stupefac- 
tion and apparent paralysis which has 
come upon most of our people. They 
feel that no effort is worth while, that 
all hope for their people is lost. 

This is the real danger, and it is this 
that ought to concern Jewish laymen 
and rabbis alike. They should ask 
themselves the question which Presi- 
dent Nicholas Murray Butler put with 
regard to Democracy: Shall Jewish 
life become "the spectator of its own 
tragedy rather than the hero of its 
own destiny?" 

The greatest danger that faces us is 
the feeling of helplessness, the convic- 
tion that nothing can be done and that 
therefore nothing should be done, to 
fight the mountain of enmity that rears 
up before the Jews. When a people 



loses faith in itself, then it is indeed 
lost. We are weak, it is true, but 
Goethe's immortal words are also true : 
Vcreint sind anch die Schwachen, 
rnachtig, "United, even the weak be- 
come all powerful!" May this festival 
mark the dawn of a new era in Jewish 
life. Let the word Va-ya-chttnu give 
way to Va-yichan; let Israel take his 
stand Neged Ha-Har, against the 
mountain of hate as he stood at Sinai 
K'ish cchad B'lev echad, "as one man, 
with one heart," and then new hope, 
new faith, new strength will come to 
our people to bless them, and to bless 
humanity as well. 

SOCRATES' DEATH 

(Continued from page 14) 

us, and a flood of grief burst from us 
all. I sunk under my sorrows, and, in 
order to give a free passage to my 
tears, covered my face with my man- 
tle. 

Crito, who was still less able to re- 
strain his emotions, rose, and walked 
up and down the prison like a person 
disordered. 

Appollodorus, who had never ceased 
weeping, almost during the whole day, 
began now to utter bitter lamentations. 

Socrates, who alone continued un- 
moved, called to us, and said : my 
friends, be calm ; I sent the women 
away that I might not be troubled with 
their weakness. I have been told that 
a man should endeavor to leave the 
world amidst prayers and benedic- 
tions ; I hope, therefore, you will be- 
have yourselves like men. 

This unshaken constancy of soul in 
Socrates made us ashamed, and put a 
pause to our grief. 



his feet began to feel heavy, and then 
laid himself down on the bed on his 
back, as he had been directed. Soon 
after the officer came to observe him; 
pinched his foot, and asked him if he 
felt it. 

Socrates answered, No. 

He did the same to his thigh; but 
immedaitely turned round to us, and 
told us it was cold and stiff. He felt 
him again, and said, his lower belly 
begins to be affected: as soon as the 
poison reaches his heart he will ex- 
pire. 

Socrates, who had been covered by 
the officer, uncovered himself, and said, 
do not forget, my friend, to offer a 
cock to Esculapius ; we owe him a 
sacrifice. 

Crito replied, it shall be done. Have 
you anything further to command? 

To this no answer followed. 

A moment after he was convulsed. 
The officer then uncovered him, but his 
looks were fixed; upon which Crito 
shut his mouth and eyes. 

Such, Execrates, was the end of our 
friend — a man who, of all men we 
have known, was certainly the most 
virtuous, wise, and just. 

SISTERHOOD 
MOTHER - DAUGHTER 
Luncheon & Fashion Show 
Wednesday, October 26th 

at 12 noon 

Please Reserve Date! - 

Tickets of Admission at $2.50 per per- 
son may be obtained from the chair- 
man of the luncheon, Mrs. Rose 
Wiener, or the co-chairman, Mrs. Mary 
Saiier. 



He walked about in the prison until 



- FOR RENT - 

6 ROOMS WITH 3 BATHS; Also 985 PARK PLACE. BKLYN 

7 ROOM APARTMENT on ground corner Brooklyn Avenue 
floor formerly occupied by a 

physician for 11 years 

REASONABLE RENTAL — FINE LOCATION 
Hyman Aaron Telephone PResident 4-5561 
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PALESTINE TRANSPORTED 
TO NEW YORK 

(Continued from page 9) 

the contributions of Hadassah in this 
field. In the other halls will be seen 
the development of the co-operative 
movement in Palestine, the constitution 
of the unique children's villages, the 
manner in which labor banks and sick 
funds function, the progress made in 
the organization of youth and of work- 
ing women. The cultural work of the 
Histadruth and the specific cultural 
achievements of Jewish labor will be 
presented here, and a special section 
will be devoted to that significant so- 
cial experiment, the kvutzah of mod- 
ern Palestine. 

Much could be told, too, of the Gal- 
lery of Arts and Crafts, located in a 
separate wing facing a beautiful per- 
gola courtyard and containing exhibits 
of Palestinian painting, sculpture, ar- 
chitecture and photography. The art 
work of school children also will be 
shown here, and sketches of theatrical 
designs. Examples of Palestinian han- 
dicrafts — ceramics, jewelry, embroid- 
ery and the like — will also be displayed 



in this gallery. 

What I think will be one of the 
most fascinating sections of the ex- 
hibit will be the wing devoted to a 
vivid presentation of Palestine in the 
making. "The Holy Land of Yester- 
day and Tomorrow," is the name of 
this exhibit. It will be in the form of 
dioramas portraying famous scenes in 
Palestine. There will also be a large 
model of Jerusalem in which the holy 
places of three faiths will be clearly 
brought out, and a special model of 
the Wailing Wall, that sacred remnant 
of the Temple of our antiquity. 

The dioramas themselves will be an- 
imated scenes in which there will take 
place before the visitor's eyes all the 
marvelous changes that Jewish pio- 
neers have worked in Palestine. Three 
different scenes will be shown: the 
transformation of the small Arab port 
of Haifa into an ultra-modern harbor 
capable of accommodating large lin- 
ers ; the creation of the beautiful, fer- 
tile Emek Jezreel of today out of the 
swampy waste it was before Jewish 
labor reclaimed it; and the develop- 
ment of the modern metropolis of Tel 
Aviv, with all the appurtenances of 
today's civilization, with flourishing 
businesses and industries, on a site 



which at the beginning of this cen- 
tury was but a sand dune with a few 
primitive shacks. 

The various exhibits to be shown 
in the Palestine Pavilion will them- 
selves represent a Palestinian achieve- 
ment, for they are to be built by Jews 
in Palestine, under the supervision of 
Mr. El-Hanani. To as great an ex- 
tent as possible, too, Palestinian ma- 
terials will be used in the construction 
of the exhibits. The finished product 
will be brought to this country and as- 
sembled here. 

The above description of the ex- 
hibits, however, is related to the ac- 
tual picture of what the Palestine 
Pavilion will be in the same way that 
an architect's blue print is related to 
the completed building. The Pavilion 
will not be a static reproduction of 
Eretz Israel in miniature. Designed 
and built by Palestinians, the exhibit 
will be Palestine. 

In the "World of Tomorrow" — the 
theme of the New York World's Fair 
— there will be, in the Palestine Pavil- 
ion, a piece of Eretz Israel, with all 
the dynamic atmosphere and fascina- 
tion that has made the Holy Land an 
ideal ever since the dispersion of the 
Jewish people. 



Deformed Toes 



You can obtain a Tree-Mark 
shoe which is especially de- 
signed to provide sufficient 
room for the toes to spread, 
permitting you to walk with 
the utmost comfort. 



Bunions 



The Tree-Mark Shoe with the 
"Bunion Cushion" treats 
Bunions tenderly and gives 
the wearer healing relief. 



THERE IS NO NEED FOR YOU TO ORDER 
SPECIAL SHOES AND PAY HIGH PRICES. 
TREE-MARK SUPPLIES SHOES FOR ALL 
FOOT AILMENTS. EXAMINATIONS FREE 
BY SHOE SPECIALISTS. 



FREE 

A new booklet on the Care of 
the Feet will be sent to you by 
the Tree-Mark Shoe Company 
on receipt of your name and 
address. 



TREE MARK 



^HOES 



6 DELANCEY STREET 
NEW YORK 




We have a selection of White 
Shoes for the Summer for men, 
women and children. 
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"In Thy Light We Shall See Light" 

Days of darkness have at times 
come to us and to the rest of the 
world, — when the light of toler- 
ance seemed dim indeed. 

Today, the world is faced with 
danger, which threatens civili- 
zation to its very foundation. 

Now, perhaps more than ever, 
it is the function of religion — 
both Jewish and Christian — to 
hold high the torch of Faith 
which it has received; to feed 
the flame until it burns so bright- 
ly that all the world may see it 
and again exclaim, 

"In Thy Light We Shall See Light" 



CONSOLIDATED TAXPAYERS 
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IT is with sorrow in our hearts that 
we approach the New Year. A 
black horizon faces us wherever 
we turn our eyes. A fierce darkness 
has come into the world, affecting the 
lives of many nations and peoples, but 
casting a more tragic horror upon the 
lives of the Jewish people. 

And yet gloomy as is the picture 
that faces us, we can nevertheless 
gather much comfort from Rosh 
Hashonah itself. This holy day has 
come and gone in Jewish life for 
thousands of years. It has witnessed 
serious crises in our people's life be- 
fore. It came to the Jew at times and 
and in lands when it seemed all hope 
for the Jew was gone. But the Jew 
survived. And Rosh Hashonah found 
him year in and year out, with re- 
newed life, with fresh vigor and en- 



FASCIST Italy's ruthless cam- 
paign against the Jews in Italy 
came as a shock to many Jews 
and non-Jews, who somehow asso- 
ciated Jew-baiting with Nazi-Germany 
alone, and who thought that Italian 
Fascism was above the taint of anti- 
Semitism. They should have known 
better. Fascism, of whatever type it 
may be, must be anti-Semitic. Fascism 
stands for reaction, for the crushing 
of all progressive ideals, for the denial 
of freedom of the individual, for the 
suppression of liberty of speech and 
opinion, for the supremacy of mili- 
tarism and the glorification of war. 
But it is just these very things that 
the Jew, from the dawn of his his- 
tory, has opposed and fought. The 
very essence of Judaism, the creation 
of the Jewish spirit, is its passion for 
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thusiasm,, playing his role upon the 
stage of history while these very pow- 
ers that tormented and persecuted him 
disappeared from the face of the 
earth, crushed by the very spirit of 
truth and justice which the Jew hero- 
ically upheld. 

History does repeat itself. The pro- 
phet's words, "No weapon that is 
formed against thee shall prosper," 
will again be vindicated, even as they 
were vindicated hundreds of times be- 
fore. 

A New Year will come into the life 
of Israel that shall find him free from 
the lash of the oppressor, glorying in 
the advent of an era of peace and lib- 
erty for all mankind. God grant that 
this Rosh Hashonah shall be that 
blessed New Year. 



democracy, its glorification of the hu- 
man personality, its belief in human 
progress, its hope for universal peace 
and the banishment of wars from the 
lives of all peoples. We and They have 
different outlooks upon life. Where 
Fascism thrives, the Jew must be 
downed, because the Fascist sees in 
the Jew the living protest against all 
his deeds and thoughts. Italy, in all 
the years since Mussolini came to 
power, did not molest her Jews be- 
cause they were so few in number 
and hardly recognizable within her 
body politic. But Fascism had to be 
true to itself. Even these few must 
now be persecuted, if for no other 
reason but to prove that Fascism sees 
in the Jew the historic opponent and 
antagonist of everything it stands for. 
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Adler has not impressed itself. Few 
men, either in Jewish life or in public 
life in general, are blessed with a mind 
so rich in culture, so clear in judg- 
ment, so astute in observation, as his. 

The record of his achievements in 
the field of education, humanitarian 
welfare, civic righteousness, the up- 
building of Palestine, protection of 
Jewish rights as well as the rights of 
all minority groups, the development 
of the institutions of higher Jewish 
learning such as the Jewish Theolo- 
gical Seminary and the Dropsie Col- 
lege, and in many other movements, 
has won for him the love and esteem 
of the great ma^s of thinking men and 
women, Jews and non-Jews alike. 

On this, his seventy-fifth birthday 
anniversary, we thank God for the 
gift of his life, which brought and 
still brings, so much blessedness to his 
fellow- Jews and fellow-men, and we 
pray that our Heavenly Father may 
continue to grant him life, health and 
strength ad mcali vc'esrim shannah! 

—I. H. L. 

HENRY SEINFEL 

IT is several weeks now since we re- 
ceived the tragic news of the sud- 
den death of our beloved vice- 
president, Henry Seinfel. And yet, we 
cannot reconcile ourselves to the fact 
that Henry Seinfel is no longer among 
the living. There is always the expec- 
tation that the door of our office will 
open and he will walk in, take his ac- 
customed seat, and plunge into his 
work, as he had done day in and dav 
out for so many years. It is impos- 
sible to grow accustomed to the ter- 
rible truth that we shall see him no 
more, and that all that is left are 
memories. 

But it is a consolation that these 
memories are beautiful ones, and that 
they recall the life of a man who was 
most useful in the service of his fel- 
low-men. 

Our recollections of Mr. Seinfel 
date back to the early days of the 
{Continued on page 29) 



CYRUS ADLER - 75 YEARS YOUNG 

THE Review is happy to join world birthday, which was celebrated on the 
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AN EXERCISE IN INTERNATIONAL 

FUTILITY 



By WILLIAM I. SIEGEL 



T is only the manifestations of hu- 
man nature which change and only 
the incidents of history which dif- 
fer. The problems of men have always 
been the same and the plot of history 
alike. Thus today's problem of the re- 
fugee, coming though it does with 
daily fresh emphasis and swelling 
volume is in the last analysis in no 
sense different from forced migrations 
which have studded the pages of his- 
tory since written records have been 
kept. Whenever men have disagreed 
and whenever disagreement has not 
been free and sanctioned by law, and 
in all places where force has been the 
weapon of the majority, then and 
there men and women have been 
driven from their homes, despoiled of 
their possessions and shattered in their 
programs of life. 

Nevertheless, no generation keeps 
fresh in its recollection the accumu- 
lation of experiences which is the in- 
visible but formative background of 
daily living. Whenever, therefore, the 
current of civilized life is interrupted 
by Hitlerism and Fascism the shock 
is always new and the reaction always 
fresh. Certainly when a generation has 
passed which has been relatively free, 
(except in times of war) from the 
misery of the emigre, then his sudden 
reappearance as a character in the 
plot in large and ever increasing num- 
bers is an affront to the conscience of 
mankind. At such times old adjectives 
are taken out of the printing case and 
polished up anew with the indigna- 
tion of the essayist and the reporter. 
The danger, however, is (or has at 
least for four or five weary years 
seemed to be) that the verbal defense 
of oppressed minorities would never 
ripen into effective practical measures 
of rescue and reorganization. Millions 
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of gallons of ink have been spilled and 
many more millions of flaming words 
have been written in behalf of the op- 
pressed Jews of Germany and the 
non-Jewish dissenters from Hitlerism 
in the last five years, and yet steadily 
the pace of their oppression is in- 
creased, making it appear that perhaps 
the most effective enemies of the de- 
classe people are those who have been 
most vociferous in their support and 
championship. Almost it would seem 
that this people might well cry out, 
"Save me from my friends and leave 
my enemies to me." 

The problem is so diverse that it is 
difficult to assess relative importance 
to its various phases. One factor, how- 
ever, is or ought to be clear to all 
people. It is no mere coincidence that 
Jew-baiting and the prosecution of 
dissenting classes exist as a matter of 
law and policy only in dictator coun- 
tries. This exercise in hatred actually 
is a recognition of the fact that the 
due protection of the rights of min- 
orities is the central core of the phil- 
osophy of democratic government. In 
this sense the Jew is indeed the baro- 
meter of democracy. 

It is questionable whether the reali- 
zation of this identify has as yet come 
to the great mass of people, although 
there are voices crying out urgently 
the burden of this message. And yet 
it is jof paramount importance that 
such realization be speedy and general. 
In the modern world and under the 
pressure of power politics, it does not 
appear possible for two antagonistic 
philosophies of government such as 
dictatorship and democracy to inhabit 
the same world. They mutually exclude 
each other with a hostility which 
makes compromise daily more futile. 
The dictator lives and grows in power 
on excitement, conquest and the trap- 
pings of military glory, for these are 
the only quid pro quo which he can 
offer to his people as a reward for 
the things which they must otherwise 
endure. Democracies^ by very defini- 
tion, are contrariwise compelled (just 
as they desire) to respect existing 
rights and to refrain from aggression 
and conquest. But the mentality of 
the dictator cannot comprehend the 
self-restraint imposed by democracy — 



the very thing therefore, which is the 
inherent strength of democratic gov- 
ernments seems to dictators to be its 
weakness. When, therefore, large 
groups of people become the victims 
of such a conflict of purposes it is not 
unquestionably the duty of the dem- 
ocracies to champion the cause of 
these victims (in recognition, if for 
no other reason, of the inherent ob- 
ligations of free and self-governing 
peoples) ? To put it the other way 
around : for one hundred and fifty 
years the example of the American 
way of living has unquestionably been 
the one element in the modern world 
which has nourished the idea of liber- 
ty in unfree countries, which has sus- 
tained an often unequal struggle for 
liberty, and which has given courage 
to masses of people and the hope of 
an ultimate victory in their own bat- 
tle for freedom. We cannot keep our 
own democratic institutions clean if 
the world is to be generally tainted by 
intolerance and dictatorship. 

Economicaly, there is another rea- 
son why the fate of the refugee must 
concern the democracies. Ejected 
from their native land, they will of 
course not live in the void or a va- 
cuum : they must go somewhere. This 
simple statement sums up the problem 
which the dictator creates for the de- 
mocratic country, for it is only to the 
democratic country that the refugee 
can come. The dictator, therefore, in 
his greed for expropriation, in his 
mania of hate, in his welter of fana- 
ticism, achieves his own purpose only 
at the expense of the democratic coun- 
tries. History will record in plain 
enough terms what Germany will have 
lost by the expulsion of its Jews, just 
as history has already time and again 
written the reckoning for Spain of the 
Inquisition and the exodus of 1492. 
But that is the long view. Immediate- 
ly, the Hitlerites have the use and 'en- 
joyment of perhaps ten billions of dol- 
lars of Jewish capital. The democracies 
pro tanto have the expense of Jewish 
salvation. 

What form shall that salvation take ? 
Is it to be the inadequate gestures of 
sentimentalism, or will it be realistic, 
organized, adequate and based on a 
{Continued on page 30) 
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THE JEWS OF ITALY 



By CECIL ROTH 



(This very informative and, unhap- 
pily, very topical article, is reprint- 
ed from the London Jewish 
Chronicle.) 

THE first thing to be accentuated 
about Italian Jewry — what dis- 
tinguishes it from so many 
others — is its remarkable antiquity. 
Jews first arrived in Rome at the time 
of the Maccabees, in the second cen- 
tury B.C.E. ; and since that period 
they have been resident there, one may 
say, continuously. It is doubtful whe- 
ther the one or two expulsions which 
the ancient historians mention were 
rigorously enforced, and in any case 
they were confined to the first genera- 
tions. Already in the time of Cicero — 
in the first century B.C. E. — the Ro- 
man Jews were numerous enough to 
constitute a class in the proletariat of 
Rome which had to be reckoned with, 
and whose religious scruples were 
given special consideration. In addi- 
tion, communities existed in the early 
centuries of the Christian era in some 
fifty other Italian centers whose names 
have come down to us. The number 
of Jews in Rome alone, at the time of 
Herod, seems to have been very high 
— reliable figures indicate a popula- 
tion of 50,000. 

These, then, are the ancestors of the 
mass of Italian Jewry of today. It 
may be added that it is the only ele- 
ment in the entire country which per- 
petuates ethnically the tradition of the 
Italian population of Imperial days. 
The rest have had their blood diversi- 
fied to an enormous extent by the 
slaves of miscellaneous origin who 
were poured into the capital of the 
world for centuries ; by Teutonic in- 
vaders in the north and Moslems in 
the south ; by a long succession of de- 
vout pilgrims, not all of whom re- 
emigrated and not all of whom were 
moral. 

Only the Italian Jews may lay a 
reasonable claim to represent today, 
virtually unchanged, an ethnic ele- 
ment which had its citizen rights in 
the country before the fall of the Em- 
pire. 

There are various Italian-Jewish 
families — the De'Rossi, the De'Pomi, 
the Degli Adeloscentoli — who legend- 
arily trace their descent to princely 
families of Jerusalem brought captive 



by Titus. If two thousand years' per- 
petual residence does not constitute a 
title to citizenship, the whole world 
had better pack its bags. 

It is not suggested that this is the 
only element in Italian Jewry. There 
are indeed more recent immigrants. 
Jews expelled from France settled in 
Piedmont in the fourteenth century. 
Refugees from Germany descended 
into Lombardy in the fifteenth. Mar- 
ranos from Spain and Portugal set up 
their communities, particularly in 
Venice and Leghorn, in the sixteenth. 
But, from that period to our own day, 
there has been no considerable immi- 
gration save for the very recent and 
extremely distinctive influx into one 
or two of the great industrial centers 
of the north which plays as yet no 
part in Italian life. The Italian Jew 
is, therefore, as Italian as any other 
element of the population. He speaks 
Italian ; he looks Italian, he thinks as 
an Italian; and, if there is any phy- 
sical or economic differentiation, it is 
the inevitable and evanescent outcome 
of the long generations of enforced 
segregation in the ghetto. 

Another point to be 'taken into ac- 
count which makes the present reac- 
tion all the more surprising, is that 
geneally speaking Italian Jewry has 
been comparatively well treated, or at 
least safe from physical maltreatment. 
There were occasional isolated at- 
tacks on the Jewish quarters, and in 
1797, at the time of the French Re- 
volutionary Wars, a minor wave of 
pogroms. But Italian-Jewish history 
is not, like that of other Jewries, writ- 
ten in letters of blood. It is true that, 
at about the period of the expulsion 
from Spain, the Jews were expelled 
also from those parts of the country 
which were under Spanish rule — not- 
ably Sicily, Sardinia, and the king- 
dom of Naples; but this was an alien's 
crime. Incidentally, the Jews never 
resettled in these areas, which had 
housed some of the most important 
nuclei. From that day to this, there 
has been no community south of 
Rome, except for one in Naples which 
has come into existence during the 
past century only — among the most 
modern of all the communities of the 
country. 



The Italian-Jewish population in re- 
cent times has, therefore, been con- 
fined to the central and northern pro- 
vinces. In the original Papal States, 
they were allowed to live after the 
sixteenth century in the cities of Rome 
and Ancona only. Elsewhere, they 
were scattered about in almost all the 
urban centers, some of which were 
barely more than large villages, where 
even today beautiful deserted Syna- 
gogues may sometimes be seen. This 
was the case until a hundred years 
ago. In the course of the last century, 
however,, there has been a constant 
drift from the small urban centers to 
the larger. Thus once-famous centers 
like Sienna, Cento, Asti have been al- 
most entirley abandoned, while those 
like Florence, Turin, Bologna have 
increased. In recent years, the process 
has progressed a stage further, Rome 
and one or two other of the largest 
cities exercising an ever-increasing at- 
traction for the various provincial 
centers. 

This has been accentuated by an- 
other phenomenon. On the one hand, 
inter-marriage has set in on a large 
scale. On the other, the Jews have 
formed to an increasing extent part of 
the urban middle class, in which na- 
tural increase fails to keep pace with 
the death rate. For a long time, this 
was compensated by the influx from 
the smaller centers to which allusion 
has been made. Now this reservoir has 
been exhausted, or nearly so, and 
Italian Jewry — numerically stationary 
for some time — is thus faced with an 
imminent and catastrophic fall in num- 
bers. 

There is only one community to 
which this does not apply (excluding 
Milan, with about 8,000 Jews, and 
Trieste, with about 5,000, great com- 
mercial centers which during the past 
few years have attracted a consider- 
able number of immigrants from 
abroad). This is Rome, which com- 
prises approximately one-quarter of 
Italian Jewry (the census figures of 
1^31 gave 11,280 Jews, out of a to- 
tal of 47,825 in the whole kingdom), 
hut which a century ago did not com- 
prise more than one-tenth. The dif- 
ference is due to in part to the ever- 
increasing attraction of the capital for 
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the Jewish population of other cities, 
but in part to the fact that Rome is 
the only Italian- Jewish community 
with a sturdy and fecund proletariat. 
(It may be mentioned that almost all 
the street-hawkers who sell postcards 
and souvenirs in the streets of the 
Eternal City and at the church doors 
are Jews). But even so, the Jews of 
Rome number approximately only one 
in one hundred of the total population 
of the city, while the Jews of Italy 
are only about one-tenth of one per 
cent. 

It may be admitted, without shame 
or apology, that this numerically in- 
significant element has played a dis- 
proportionately important part in 
Italian life. No one objected, at the 
time of the Risorgimento, when they 
made disproportionately grealt sacri- 
fices, and took a disproportionately 
large share, in throwing off the for- 
eign bondage and achieving Italian 
unity. No one objected, fifty years 
ago, when savants like Ascoli and 
D'Ancona played so important a part 
in the renaissance of Italian culture. 
No one objected, a generation ago, to 
the fact that the Jews provided so 
large a proportion of Italian physi- 
cians and scientists. On the basis of 
the Italian "Who's Who," a statistician 
calculated that the proportion of per- 
sons of distinction in the Jewish com- 
munity outnumbered those in the gen- 
eral Italian world by fifteen to one. 
holding a clear lead in every field ex- 
cept the hereditary nobility and the 
church. It was inevitable that, having 
been excluded from everything but 
commerce during the long nightmare 
of the ghetto, they tended to play a 
considerable role in this as well ; and 
those who know the characteristic 
Italian-Jewish names might recognize 
them on the shop-fronts in all the 
principal streets. But at the same time 
there has been a considerable degree 
of acute distress ; and the various 
communities have been hard pressed 
to provide adequate succor to the 
paupers who looked to them for relief. 

At the beginning of the present cen- 
tury, the economic distribution of 
Italian Jewry was calculated as fol- 
lows : industry 24.7 per cent. ; liberal 
professions 21.6 per cent.; agriculture 
or rentiers 8.0 per cent.; commerce 
45.7 per cent. 

The last figure, however, included 
the hawkers and peddlers, on the bor- 
der line of penury, who were perhaps 
a majority. 



One speaks of Italian Jews. But it 
is not so easy to decide what that 
means as it was a century ago. In 
those days it meant that body of Ital- 
ians who professed the Jewish reli- 
gion. But since then great changes 
have taken place. Italy is the classical 
land of Jewish assimilation, as well as 
of Jewish emancipation. Inter-mar- 
riage (as was indicated above) has 
increased alarmingly ; in some places, 
such as Trieste, more Jews married 
outside their community, and were 
thus lost to Judaism, than inside. 
Even those who are Jewish by birth, 
and who have not formally abandoned 
Judaism, are in many cases not pro- 
fessing Jews ; while the Jewishness of 
many of the remainder is a diminish- 
ing quantity. The magnificent syna- 
gogues, formerly inadequate for the 
worshippers who desired to find a 
place, are in most cases never filled ; 
and those who come on the great oc- 
casions are generally of the older gen- 
eration, whose example is not likely to 
he followed by their offspring. There 
has, it is true, been a definite revival 
during the past couple of decades, but 
this has affected only a comparative 
few ; the same applies to the Zionist 
enthusiasm which has courageously 
been maintained in a limited circle, 
notwithstanding external rumblings. 

The Italian Jews against whom the 
new reaction is directed are, therefore, 
in many cases no more than Italians 
of Jewish parentage, with a diminish- 
ing Jewish consciousness and an over- 
whelming Italian enthusiasm. They 
played their part in Italian life, in all 
its phases. They contributed soldiers, 
statesmen, writers, thinkers. They 
gave Italy some of its most famous 
figures — a Minister for War like that 
Ottolenghi who was tutor to the Roy- 
al Family, a Prime Minister like that 
Luzzatti who spiritualized the power 
of gold, a Foreign Minister like that 
Sonnino to whose determination even 
Mussolini paid homage. They played 
their part, and their blood flowed, even 
in the Fascist revolution, before it was 
fashionable to be a follower of Mus- 
solini. (I state it as an historical fact, 
without praise or blame). There was 
no difference between them and their 
neighbors, other than this religious 
tradition — unfortunately (as I have 
said) a diminishing one. That there 
should be a violent reaction against 
them seemed, to those who know Italy, 
inconceivable. Tn that country of all, 
where they are so acclimatised, and 
where they were so fully assimilated, 



"JUST BETWEEN OURSELVES" 
By Dr. ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 

THE writer of these lines is grate- 
ful to the editors of the Review 
for granting him this column in each 
of the forthcoming issues for an inti- 
mate discussion of problems that face 
the average man or woman who gives 
some thought to Jewish life. 

The Rabbi, it is true, preaches every 
Sabbath and holiday from the pulpit, 
and does discuss many aspects of Jew- 
ish life and thought. But these ser- 
mons must, in their very nature, be of 
a formal character. The style of the 
presentation and the treatment of the 
theme must follow a certain tradition. 
Then again, there are certain pro- 
blems, certain aspects of our every day 
life, that, for various reasons, cannot 
be discussed in the pulpit. This col- 
umn, therefore, will afford us the op- 
portunity to have an intimate chat 
with the reader. The subjects to be 
here discussed will be of various types, 
without specified plan, — just as they 
come to the mind of the writer. The 
reader, too, may be of service to this 
column by suggest 1 ng to the Rabbi 
subjects on which he seeks enlighten- 
ment, or observations that he feels 
should be given special emphasis. 

It is unfortunate that the demands 
upon the time of the Rabbi are so 
heavy that he has not the opportunity 
to meet and to discuss personally wn'i 
the members of the Center, or with 
other Jews, many subjects which 
.should be brought to their attention. 
It is agreed that a personal conversa- 
tion of such a nature would be far 
more effective. But since that is hard- 
ly possible, this column may serve as 
a worth while substitute, and fill a 
need in our communal life. It will, we 
hope, be the instrument to bring the 
Rabbi and the reader into a closer re- 
lationship and to a more intimate ap- 
preciation of those problems that 
should be our vital concern these davs. 



it could not happen ! But one has the 
uncomfortable feeling that, rationally 
considered, it "could not have hap- 
pened" in Germany either. It is an- 
other warning-post for us in the Eng- 
lish-speaking lands. Democracy is the 
bulwark of our freedom; we must be 
prepared. 
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THE TORMENTED JEWISH LIFE OF 
BENJAMIN DISRAELI 



By MARK SOLITERMAN 



I 

IN the middle of the eighteenth cen- 
tury when Benjamin Disraeli, the 
grandfather of Lord Beaconsfield, 
had made London his home, the posi- 
tion of the Jews in England was, from 
the economic, political and religious 
points of view, perhaps better than in 
most of the European countries. Their 
social position however, by no means 
differed from the rest of Christian 
Europe. Even though the government 
had passed an act admitting" the Jews 
to citizenship in the colonies (1740), 
and Pelham's bill allowed Jews to be- 
come British subjects (1753), societv, 
the populace had no idea that Jews 
were entitled to human rights and dig- 
nity. Society looked upon the Jews 
through the characters called Jews 
( reated by Marlow and Shakespeare, 
and through the caricatures of the 
Jews presented on the English stage. 
The mob always found delight in har- 
rassing the Jews on the street and sub- 
mitting them to indignities. In an un- 
published contemporary manuscript of 
Krancis Place there is a description of 
the mistreatment of the Jews which 
recalls the present-day Poland and 
Germany. It was, oddly enough, the 
popularity of Daniel Mendoza, the 
founder of modern boxing, that forced 
upon the populace a different concep- 
tion of the Jews. 

Pelham's bill had a short existence. 
The clergy and the merchants or- 
ganized a drive against the govern- 
ment, using the bill as a pretext, and 
a year after its passing, it had to be 
repealed. One must read the reasons 
given by the opponents of this mea- 
sure, to realize how bigotry and greed 
can, by the use of stupid catchwords, 
impress and deprave the mob. 

Among the arguments brought for- 
ward by the competitors of the Jews 
was that if they were admitted to 
citizenship they would impose their re- 
ligion upon the people and the sale of 
ham, pork and lard would suffer. 

Socially, therefore, the Jews lived an 
excluded existence. The Disraeli fam- 
; ly undoubtedly felt this social ostrac- 
ism, but they were a proud people. 
They carried with them the pride of 
the Spanish hildagos, of the sephardi 
Marranos, who looked upon other 
Jews "as an inferior race." The his- 



tory of the sufferings endured by their 
forbears were part of the family tradi- 
tion. Their ancestors had settled in 
Venice and dropped their Spanish 
name. They called themselves "Dis- 
raeli" out of gratitude to the God of 
Jacob who saved them from the in- 
quisition. 

Benjamin Disraeli was not greatly 
affected by ostracism. He was an in- 
telligent man of a happy nature with 
an optimistic outlook on life. He never 
lost himself in reverses. He liked to 
receive people in his home, was friend- 
ly with the Venetian consul who pre- 
pared for him Italian maccaroni, but 
he "never intimately mingled with the 
community,'' as Lord Beaconsfield 



Th:s is the first installment of a unique 
biography of Lord Beaconsfield, unique 
in that the author has attempted to 
appraise the role that Jewishness play- 
ed in the career of Queen Victoria's 
great emp re builder. It is a work of 
careful research and sympathetic un- 
derstanding, and will prove an impor- 
tant contribution to the Disraeli lit- 
erature. 



says, "because perhaps of the disgrace- 
ful repeal of the naturalization bill." 

The grandmother, Airs. Benjamin 
Disraeli, was of a different character 
and took the social exclusion much to 
heart. She was of distinguished ances- 
try, tracing her descent to Ibn Shap- 
rut, a family which produced a vizir 
to the caliphs of Cordova, and to the 
famous marranos, Villareal. She was 
rich, intelligent, but embittered by so- 
cial ostracism. Lord Beaconsfield him- 
self best describes her as "the beauti- 
ful daughter of a family who had suf- 
fered from persecution, had imibibed 
that dislike for the race which the 
vain are too apt to adopt when they 
find that they are born to public con- 
tempt. The indignant feeling that 
should be reserved for the persecutor 
in the mortification of their disturbed 
sensibility is recognized not in the 
ignorant malevolence of the powerful, 
but in the conscientious conviction of 
the sufferer." She had — again in the 



words of Beaconsfield — "a strong clear 
mind without any imagination" and 
was "a demon, and so mortified by her 
social position that she lived until 
eighty without indulging in a tender 
expression." 

She kept aloof from Jews and, to 
avoid quarrels, from her husband, 
mingling with Jews only for business 
purposes. She never forgave her hus- 
band his Jewish name, and was instru- 
mental in the baptism of her grand- 
children. 

Isaac Disraeli, Lord Beaconsfield's 
father, was the prototype of the early 
nineteenth century intellectual Jew. 
His opinions were formed by the phil- 
osophies of Voltaire, Bayle, Montes- 
quieu, Rousseau, the Encyclopedists — ■ 
by the ideas which swept the eighteen- 
th century world and burst into the 
thunderstorm of the Erench Revolu- 
tion. Politically, however, he was of 
rather reactionary tendencies. Sent by 
his father to Holland, Bordeaux and 
Paris to be trained in business, he 
brought back an aversion to commerce 
which he expressed in rhymed dia- 
tribes. His mind was intoxicated with 
romanticism. This was disappointing 
to his father, but for his mother he 
was a hopeless failure. Isaac Disraeli 
married Miriam Basevi, the daughter 
of a Veronese merchant who settled 
in England about the same time as his 
father. Miriam Basevi was of famous 
Jewish descent. On her mother's side 
she came from Aboab Cardosas, a 
family which was English for four 
generations. Among her ancestors was 
the last Gaon of Castile, who led the 
Jewish exiles from Spain to Portugal 
'in 1492. 

Isaac Disraeli was a shy, modest,, re- 
tiring man. With no financial worries, 
he lived among his books, spent his 
leisure in book-stores and looked upon 
the world from his ivory tower. His 
wife was a colorless person. Sarah, 
her daughter, admits that when her 
brother, Beaconsfield. wrote about his 
father, he could not find "one felicit- 
ous stroke about his mother." 

The Disraeli home was the meeting 
place of celebrities, since he was him- 
self well-known. lie was naturally in- 
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different to religion. Certainly, Jewish 
life and thought was no topic for dis- 
cussion and conversation at his home, 
and his relation to the Jewish com- 
munity was only a nominal one. For 
him the Gentile woild was the univer- 
sal, the human, whereas the Jewish 
was exclusive, something which did 
not fit into the world he lived in or 
created in his bookish imagination. 
With such an outlook it was only na- 
tural that Isaac Disraeli's actual as- 
sociation with the Jewish community 
should come to an end at the first op- 
portunity. This happened when the 
Sephardic community elected him par- 
ncss (warden) of the Bevis Marks 
Synagogue. He angrily refused to ac- 
cept the charge. In his letter to the 
community (Dec. 3, 1813) he protest- 
ed against the election of "a person 
who can never unite in your public 
worship, because as now conducted it 
disturbs instead of exciting religious 
emotions, a circumstance of general 
acknowledgment, who has only tol- 
erated some part of your ritual, will- 
ing to concede all he can in those mat- 
ters which he holds to be indifferent." 
Their regulations he considered obso- 
lete, "as foreign as the language in 
which they are written." — Spanish 
was the official language in the Sep- 
hardic communities, — and he admon- 
ished them: "You have laws to regu- 
late what has ceased to exist." 

For his refusal to accept the office 
the community, in accordance with its 
by-laws, fined him. Four years later 
he resigned, and, with the consent of 
his mother, led his children to baptism. 

His attitude towards the Mosaic 
laws, the Talmud, the rabbis, the Jew- 
ish customs, the poor masses of the 
Jews, was not better than that to the 
Jewish community. Estranged from 
Jewish life, he took his own bias for 
objectiveness. Hence his shallow crit- 
icism of Jewishness. In his "Curio- 
sities of Literature" he makes derog- 
atory remarks about the Talmud 
which are reminiscent of the German 
revilers of this mighty work. He ex- 
pressed his opinions in a later book, 
"The Genius of Judaism," published 
anonymously in the same year as his 
son's novel "Alroy" (1833). Here he 
deprecates all that he believes to be 
Judaism. Although he states that "in 
Judaism we trace our Christianity, and 
in Christianity we are reminded of 
Judaism," he does not even attempt 
to outline the ideology of Judaism but 
limits himself to the criticism of cer- 



tain customs and usages. For him "the 
genius of Judaism remains immutable, 
requiring every concession but yield- 
ing none," and he believes that to the 
Israelite "everything is ancient, but 
nothing obsolete." He sees in the Mo- 
saic Laws, in the Talmud, in the Sab- 
bath and in certain prohibition only 
factors which separate the Jews from 
the world, "perpetuating their sorrows 
and shame." The rabbis are "ingeni- 
ous, sophists and visionary enthusiasts, 
some dreamers, and many dotards, 
grave expounders of the most ridicu- 
lous observances and not a few ambi- 
tious spirits, haughty with domina- 
t'on." Because of the devotion of the 
Jews to their customs, "a conquered 
people ridiculously exist as if they 
were in a state independent, amidst 
the miseries and degredations of twen- 
ty centuries." 

Comparing further the proud Portu- 
guese and Spanish Jews with those of 
the less privileged in his time, Jews 
of Alsace, Germany, Poland and 
Barbary, he endows the first two with 
all the fine qualities, whereas the 
others he classes as "a race in every 
respect of an inferior rank," the "lees 
of the people," "the abject Polander 
still retaining the beard commanded 
by Moses, together with the gabar- 
dine." If the Sephardic Jews retain 
the Spanish language it is because 
they are too proud to adopt the idiom 
of his new country, while the others, 
"totally illiterate, adhered to a bar- 
barous Hebrew dialect !" There is not 
even a hint at the conditions under 
which the poor Central and East 
European Jews lived and labored, not 
a hint at the savage oppression of 
which qnlry the Teutblns. and 'Slavs 



THE LATE JUSTICE CARDOZO ON 
RABBi LEVINTHAL'S BOOK "THE 
JEWISH LAW OF AGENCY" 

THE late Justice Benjamin X. 
Cardozo, while he was a mem- 
ber of the New York Court of 
Appeals, wrote to Dr. Levinthal 
praising highly the Rabbi's first book, 
"The Jewish Law of Agency,"- — -With 
Special Reference to the Roman and 
Common Law, published by the Jew- 
ish Theological Seminary. Justice 
cardoza wrote: "1 have found the 
essay full of interest. The analogies 
between the ancient law and the law 
of today arc many and striking. You 
have developed the subject with ad- 
mirable clarity." 



were capable. 

Tn cmc'usion he implored the Jews 
to free themselves from superstitions, 
"to educate their youth as the youth 
of Europe and not of Palestine." 

From Isaac Disraeli's philosophy it 
appears that the Jews inflicted upon 
themselves "miseries and degrada- 
tions" through "ridiculous observ- 
ances," and the Christian world had 
nothing to do with their sufferings. 
The entire problem of Jewish life is 
reduced to the eating of food prohib- 
ited by the dietary laws, and to the 
dropping of Jewish religious customs. 

At the time when contemporary 
Christian reformers,, impressed by the 
ravages caused by the industrial re- 
volution, demanded the abolition of 
the old order and the reconstruction 
of society "for the greatest happiness 
of the greatest number," Isaac Dis- 
raeli, the intellectual Jew, had for the 
"victims of twenty centuries of mis- 
eries and degradation" — his own ex- 
pression — only contempt." 

These were the conceptions of Jew- 
ishness which the future Lord Bea- 
consfield heard in his home. But no 
matter how free from the "ridiculous 
observances" Benjamin was raised, 
the specific problem of his Jewish de- 
scent had to arise, and it arose when 
he had begun school. In those days 
the life of a Jewish boy in an Eng- 
lish public school was anything but 
easy. Benjamin's father had not yet 
renounced his Jewish faith then, and 
the boy was still nominally Jewish. It 
was decided that he would be better 
off in a private school, Christian, of 
course. There was only one Jewish 
boy besides Benjamin in the school. 
Here Benjamin began to learn what 
it meant to be Jewish. When the boys 
attended the praying service, he and 
his friend were left alone; when the 
boys knelt, both had to stand aside. 
Once a week a rabbi came to teach the 
two Jewish youths the Hebrew lan- 
guage and religion. He, who formerly 
had no religious education, was forced 
to consider himself as being different. 
What he was taught had no meaning 
for him as yet. As his schoolmates 
had to take long walks to church on 
Sundays and were late for dinner, he 
advised them to become Unitarians 
and avoid this inconvenience. In the 
literature he was reading the Jew was 
described as a hellish evil-doer, a God- 
killer, who had to expiate the crime 
of the crucifixion to the end of the 
days. Benjamin found himself taunt- 
(Continucd on page 28) 
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JEWISH EVENTS REVIEWED 



IN T attempted justification of the 
anti-Semitic measures now enact- 
ed by his government Mussolini 
may profess to see the Jews as "reds," 
hut how red will his face be when he 
is confronted with the numerous pro- 
nouncements made by him expressing 
friendship towards the Jews and ex- 
coriating anti-Semitism ? In 1927 he 
publicly declared : "Fascism means 
unity; anti-Semitism, destruction and 
discord. Fascist anti-Semitism or anti- 
Semitic Fascism' contains, therefore, 
a gross absurdity. We in Italy find it 
utterly ridiculous when we hear how 
the anti-Semites in Germany seek to 
flourish in the midst of Fascism. We 
protest with all our energy against 
Fascism's being compromised in this 
way. Anti-Semitism is a product of 
barbarism." 

In 1929 Mussolini told the Cham- 
ber of Deputies: "It is ridiculous to 
think, as some say, that the Syna- 
gogues should be closed. The Jews 
have been in Rome since the time of 
the kings . . . There were 50,000 at 
the time of Augustus, and they asked 
to be allowed to weep over the corpse 
of Julius Caesar. They will remain 
undisturbed, as will all who believe in 
another religion." 

In 1933 he stated that Fascism 
"knows nothing of anti-Semitism, 
which is the shibboleth and the chief 
sound and fury of the German or- 
ganization. Italian Fascism is a stran- 
ger to the concept of anti-Semitism." 

And only last year II Duce said to 
Signor Generoso Pope, the publisher 
of a New York Italian paper: "I au- 
thorize you to declare and to make 
known, immediately upon your return 
to New York, to the Jews of Amer- 
ica, that their preoccupation for their 
brothers living in Italy is nothing but 
the first fruit of evil informers. I au- 
thorize you to specify that the Jews in 
Italy have received, receive, and will 
continue to receive the same treatment 
accorded to every other Italian citizen, 
and that no form of racial or reli- 
gious discrimination is in my thought, 
which is devoted and faithful to the 
policy of equality in law and the free- 
dom of worship." 

=t= * * 

The grotesque Nazi decree requiring 
German-Jewish children to bear speci- 
fically "Jewish" names leads to an in- 
teresting question : Why are the names 



By LESTER LYONS 



Jacob, Joachim and Joseph omitted 
from the prescribed list? Is it merely 
pure coincidence that these are the 
first names of some of the leading 
governmental figures in Germany in- 
cluding Goebbels, Burckel and von 
Ribbentrop ? 

While admitting that the "Proto- 
cols of the Elders of Zion," repeated- 
ly shown to be a forgery, are not au- 
thentic, Father Coughlin has brazenly 
been publishing them in his paper 
"Social Justice," on the ground that 
they "fit in with what is going on." To 
counteract the pernicious effect of 
such publication, the Michigan Catho- 
lic, the organ of the Detroit Catholic 
Archdiocese, has editorially declared 
that Catholics "who indulge in 
speeches or writings which in effect 
tend to arouse feelings against the 
Jews as a race" are "totally out of 
harmony with the Holy Father's lead- 
ership." 

# * * 

Under the auspices of various de- 
nominations of Christian churches an 
exhibition of Jewish art throughout 
the ages is to be held shortly in Lon- 



don. The project is intended as "an 
all-sectarian gesture of friendliness to 
a religious minority," and to raise 
funds for child victims of Jewish per- 
secution. Many distinguished lay and 
clerical leaders in Great Britain are 
supporting the project, including the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Arch- 
bishop of York, the Dean of West- 
minster, the Lord Mayor of London, 
the Catholic Archbishop Cardinal 
Hinsley, the Hon. W. J. Jordan, High 
Commissioner of New Zealand, the 
Duchess of Atholl, and the Countess 
of Oxford and Asquith. 

* * =t= 

Jews who are in doubt concerning 
the comparative merits of democracy 
and fascism may well ponder the news 
from Spain. The Spanish Tradition- 
alist Phalanx, the official insurgent 
party, has declared that "Jews are the 
major enemies of the church and the 
civilization of Rome. Communism is 
a Jewish creation," and has demanded 
that the Jews be expelled from Spain 
and that the Spanish Inquisition be 
revived. In Spanish Morocco, which is 
controlled by the rebels, Nazi anti- 
Jewish propaganda has been compre- 



WHAT DOES THIS SPEECH MEAN? 

(Extract from Mussolini's Trieste speech) 



Regarding international policy, the 
present burning question is a ra- 
cial one. In this field also we shall 
adopt necessary solutions. 

Those who try to make it believed 
that we have obeyed or imitated — or, 
worse, been influenced — are poor 
half-wits to whom we accord our con- 
tempt and our pity. 

The racial problem has not broken 
out suddenly, as think those who are 
used to brusque awakenings, because 
they are used to long, sluggish sleeps. 
It is related to the conquest of em- 
pire, since history teaches us empires 
are conquered by arms but held by 
prestige and prestige demands a clear- 
cut consciousness of race which es- 
tablishes not only differences hut clear 
superiority. 

The Jewish problem is therefore 
merely an aspect of this phenomenon. 



Our position has been determined. De- 
spite our policy the world of Hebrew- 
ism has for sixteen years been an ir- 
reconcilable enemy of fascism. 

In Italy our policy has caused among 
Semitic elements something which, it 
it can be called a course at all, may 
be called running foul. 

Nevertheless, Jews of Italian citi- 
zenship who have unquestioned mili- 
tary or civil merit in the eyes of Italy 
and the regime will find justice and 
comprehension. As to others, a policv 
of separation will be followed. 

In the end the world perhaps will 
be more astounded by our generositv 
than by our rigor, at least unless 
Semites beyond the frontier and in 
our country and, above all, their un- 
expected friends who defend them 
from too many chairs of learning 
compel us to change our course radi- 
callv. 
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hensively disseminated among the na- 
tive Arabs through Nazi pamphlets 
printed in Arabic. On the other hand, 
the Loyalist government, cognizant of 
"the enormous contributions of the 
Jews to the cultural, commercial and 
economic progress of the country be- 
fore they were unjustly expelled," has 
signified its willingness and readiness 
to throw Spain open to Jewish immi- 
grants. The Loyalist government has 
also approved of the establishment by 
the Jewish community in Barcelona of 
a Rabbinical Court, the first since the 
Middle Ages. 

* * * 

A conclusive refutation of the 
charge that Jews control British fin- 
ance appears in "The Jews of Bri- 
tain," recently published by Sidney 
Solomon, press officer of the Jewish 
Board of Deputies. This book shows 
that the Jews have relatively small in- 
fluence in banking in England, that 
the Bank of England directorate in- 
cludes no Jew or representative of 
any Jewish banking house, and that 
of the 150 directors of the "Big Five" 
banks only three are Jews. 

* * * 

A psycho-analytical study of Hitler 
and anti-Semitism has recently been 
published by Time Kind Tide, a well- 
known British periodical. Assailing 
anti-Semitism as a "world-danger," 
the publication concludes that "The 
shortcomings of the Jews are not the 
cause of anti-Semitism. On the con- 
trary. It is their liner characteristics 
that incite a certain type of politico! 
blackguard to anti-Semitic emotion. 
There are persons everywhere who 
are vindictively jealous of everything 
that is in any way disinterested or 
exalted." 

* * * 

The murder and terrorism rampant 
throughout Palestine have not quelled 
the cultural ardor of the Jews or their 
activities in behalf of upbuilding their 
homeland. On the very spot where 
five Jewish settlers were murdered 
last November, a new Jewish settle- 
ment, Givath Hachamisha, has been 
begun. During the past month Pales- 
tine was represented at the Izmir In- 
ternational Trade Fair, in Turkey, 
where exhibits showed Palestine's ad- 
vance in commerce, in industry, and 
agriculture. A permanent pavilion has 
been constructed to house Palestine 
exhibits. The Yemenite Singing Bal- 
let, headed by Rina Nikova, has been 
successfully touring Europe. Despite 



the abnormal economic conditions, co- 
operative trading in Palestine has ad- 
vanced considerably. 

# # # 

At the World Congress of the Ca- 
tholic "Pax Romana," attended by 
more than 300 delegates from 15 
countries, the Nazi racial theories ami 
racial and religious persecutions were 
se vcrely cond enmed . 

* * * 

The Inter-Governmental Refugee 
Conference, which was established at 
the instance of President Roosevelt, 
has formed a permanent committee to 
facilitate the emigration of refugees 
from Germany. The committee chose 
as its permanent director George 
Rublce, a personal friend of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, and Robert Pell, of 
the United States State Department, 
as* assistant director. The most im- 
portant task of the committee is to 
prevail upon Germany to permit re- 
fugees to leave the country with cap- 
ital. The Chairman of the committee 
is Lord Winterton, of England, 
known for his pro-Arab views. One 
of the vice-chairmen of the committee 
is Myron C. Taylor, head of the 
American delegation to the confer- 
ence. 

* * * 

The entire faculty of University 
College, a Catholic institution in Cork, 
Ireland, has issued a protest against 
the "cruelty and harshness" to which 
Jewish students in Rumania and Po- 
land are subjected. The statement, 
which was submitted to the Rumanian 
and Polish ambassadors, declared that 
the situation did not reflect credit 
upon the culture of those countries. 

a|c a|e a|e 

Because Henry Ford accepted from 
Hitler a decoration conferred upon 
him on his 75th birthday, the Jewish 
AYar Veterans rejected an offer of the 
Ford Motor Company to furnish 75 
cars free to their convention in De- 
troit. In a telegram sent to Mr. Ford, 
their National Commander, Harry A. 
Schaffer, stated that the acceptance 
of the decoration "can only be inter- 
preted as an endorsement by you of 
the barbarous, indecent, irreligious 
Nazi program and philosophy," and 
called upon him in the name of hu- 
manity and Americanism to repudiate 
the award. 

* * * 

After September 30th the Jews of 
Germany will have no physicians of 



their own race to administer to them 
in their illness. On that date the li- 
censes of all Jewish doctors, between 
0,000 and 7,000, will be cancelled. 

Another drastic purge of Jews from 
business is a measure prohibiting Jews 
from engaging in various occupations. 

* * * 

hi the belief that the admission of 
refugees would aggravate unemploy- 
ment, many countries, while profess- 
ing sympathy toward the victims of 
German oppression, have refused to 
liberalize their immigration laws. Sir 
John Hope Simpson, former vice- 
president of the Refugee Settlements 
Commission in Athens, has sought to 
disprove this belief by declaring, in 
an address at Oxford, that the ad- 
mission of refugees has stimulated 
employment in Great Britain. Sir John 
said that. German refugees establish- 
ing business and industry in Britain 
provided employment for over 25,000 
Englishmen, which was more than the 
number of refugees who entered the 
country. 

* * * 

' The Congress against Racial Per- 
secutions held in Buenos Aires has 
passed resolutions denouncing anti- 
Semitism and urging eased immigra- 
tion restrictions in the Americas and 
a boycott on German, Italian and Ja- 
panese goods. 

>K * * 

Although all its officials are Brazil- 
ians, the activities of the Brazilian 
Zionist Federation have been sup- 
pressed. This organization was in- 
cluded among the "foreign organiza- 
tions" which have been required by 
governmental decree to dissolve. 

* * * 

The German government has of- 
ficially declared that it will no longer 
use the word "Aryan" in any new 
laws which it may issue. In future 
decrees the words "of German or cog- 
nate blood" will be used in place of 
"Aryan." The reason given was that 
"Aryan" races may speak "Aryan" 
inexact, since the people of non- 
Arvan" races may speak "Aryan" 
languages and vice versa. 

* * * 

The Church of England in Canada, 
and the Canadian branch of the Sal- 
vation Army, have issued statements 
favoring the admission into Canada 
of selected Jewish and other refugees 
from Europe. 

(Continued on page 17) 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



[ii] 



THE GOOD LIFE OF ADOLPH LEWISOHN 



By SAMUEL PASNER 



ADOLPH LEWISOHN, the 
son of a Hamburg business 
man, Samuel Lewisohn, emi- 
grated to New York when he was 
eighteen years of age and joined his 
brother, the late Leonard Lewisohn, 
in a partnership. Under the name of 
Lewisohn Brothers the firm dealt in 
copper, lead, gold and platinum, they 
developed mines and smelters that 
served as the main foundation of the 
Lewisohn fortune. 

After Leonard died his brother be- 
came the head of the business., which 
now changed its name to Adolph 
Lewisohn and Sons. Various mining 
companies were organized. Adolph 
was soon the president of the Tennes- 
see Copper and Chemical Company, 
the South American Gold and Plati- 
num Company, the General Develop- 
ment Company, and the Miami Cop- 
per Company. The last of these was 
said to have paid on an average two 
million dollars in dividends per year, 
and to have thus distributed thirty 
million dollars in fifteen years. Dur- 
ing part of this period, Adolph Lewi- 
sohn showed his ability as a pioneer in 
the copper industry. He was one of 
the first citizens in Butte, Montana. 
In speaking of those early days, he 
himself tells us : "Butte was two hun- 
dred fifty miles from rails . . . That 
was two and a half years before Ana- 
conda Copper commenced operations. 
Supplies had to be brought by cattle 
trains. There were no hotels ... It 
was partly through my efforts that the 
Union Pacific went into Butte. After 
the Union Pacific came the Northern 
Pacific. I was on the first train the 
Northern Pacific sent across the con- 
tinent to Portland, Oregon . . . Our 
property, the Boston and Montana 
Mining Company, built smelting and 
refining works at Great Falls, Mon- 
tana. The country was becoming civi- 
lized." 

As Adolph Lewisohn became weal- 
thy, he determined to use his wealth 
to enrich the lives of others, not only 
materially but , also culturally. In 1908, 
Dr. John H. Finley, who was then the 
President of the College of the City 
of New York, revealed a plan toi build 
a stadium which could be used for 
athletics and open-air theatre perform- 
ances. Soon, Dr. Finley received an 
offer from Lewisohn to furnish the 



funds. Seven years later, the famous 
Lewisohn Stadium of the City Col- 
lege, where the summer symphonic 
concerts were established — also with 
the help of this philanthropist — was 
dedicated. 

Columbia University obtained its 
building for the School of Mines 
through the generosity of Adolph 
Lewisohn. 

Dartmouth College was given a 
chemical laboratory by Lewisohn. At 
Johns Hopkins University he estab- 
lished a fellowship. To the library of 
the College of the City of New York 
he gave about fifteen hundred rare 
volumes. Mount Sinai Hospital re- 
ceived from him a laboratory build- 
ing. The National Jewish Hospital for 
Consumptives at Denver is indebted to 
him for its chapel. The Jewish Pro- 
tectory, the Committee for the Light- 
houses of the Blind, the Hebrew Free 
Loan Society and the Wissenschant- 
flische Stiftung, or Scientific Founda- 
tion, of Hamburg are also deeply in- 
debted to him for his generous contri- 
butions. 

In his philanthropic interest he did 
not limit himself to any one sect or 
faith. The fact that he was actively 
associated with the Young Men's He- 
brew Association and that he was also 
Chairman of the Thrift Committee of 
the Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tion, brought from him this comment : 
"So you see, I am on both sides of 
the fence." 

Lewisohn did not content himself 
with merely giving and giving freely 
and generously. He devoted his time, 
his energy and his attention to mat- 
ters of public interest. He was the 
President of the International Child 
Welfare Committee. He also served as 
the President of the National Com- 
mittee on Prisons. He was a member 
of the National Child Labor Commit- 
tee. In 1912, he was the President of 
the Public Safety Traffic League. 
Two years later he founded the Ort, 
a philanthropic organization to assist 
impoverished Jews in Europe. His in- 
fluence made itself felt in the estab- 
lishment of the Hebrew Technical 
School for Girls. 

His interests culturally were such as 
to make his own life enjoyable. He 



had an admirable art collection, part 
of which he gave to the Brooklyn 
Museum. 

His goal in life he himself explain- 
ed thus : "My aim has always been to 
do something that in my opinion 
makes an improvement in the world 
or in people, to improve the condi- 
tion of people in all the different walks 
of life. This desire to> help in the im- 
provement of the people generally led 
me to be interested particularly in the 
proper care of dependent children and 
in prison reform." 

To his last days on earth he re- 
mained active. "I don't know what 
retiring means," he said, and prided 
himself on the fact that in his eighty- 
ninth year he still "went to work" and 
attended directors' meetings. "I have 
seldom, if ever, been idle," he de- 
clared. His business ethics he des- 
cribed as follows: "The first prin- 
ciple to which I adhered was to be 
just and fair to every one, and to see 
that all the business was transacted on 
the highest moral standard." 

Adolph Lewisohn lives no more. His 
deeds will, nevertheless, remain deeply 
inscribed in the hearts of men, women 
and children. The thousands he helped 
through his gifts of music, the many 
orphans and dependents whom he ele- 
vated from the depths of despair to 
self-respect and self-support, remain 
to do honor to his memory. Prisoners 
pining away behind bars gained the 
attention of this benefactor who bat- 
tled for hygienic conditions on their 
behalf. 

It is a source of joy to all to learn 
that Adolph Lewisohn's work is not 
to be a closed chapter in the history 
of philanthropy. Already an announce- 
has been made that his only surviv- 
ing son will continue the interests of 
Adolph Lewisohn in the Stadium con- 
certs. Mayor La Gtiardia and the sur- 
viving Mr. Lewisohn are to be hon- 
orary chairmen of this important mu- 
sical institution. 

At a time like this Jews can point 
to the figure of this good man and in- 
dicate to the world the type of person 
Jews are able to present to the world 
if they are given the opportunity. 
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BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER ACTIVITIES 



GREETINGS TO THE MEMBERSHIP 



FROM OUR RABBI 

TO the officers, trustees, directors 
and members of our beloved in- 
stitution, to all the members of the 
various staffs who work so zealously 
in the interest of our Center, to these 
and to their beloved families, I ex- 
tend my sincerest wishes for a happy, 
prosperous and blessed year. 

May the New Year bring to them 
and to all the children of Israel the 
realization of their cherished dreams 
and fondest hopes. May the New Year 
be for us. for our people here, in Pal- 
estine and throughout the world, a 
year of life and health, of strength 
and happiness, of peace and blessed- 
ness And may our own beloved Cen- 
ter continue to be a fountain of spirit- 
ual strength in our community, inspir- 
ing us all to greater efforts and ac- 
complishments in behalf of our faith 
and our people. 

■ — I. H. Levinthal 

FROM THE OFFICERS 

The approach of the Jewish Xew 
Year affords us the opportunity to ex- 
tend to the members of the Institution 
and to their families our best wishes 
for a happy, healthy, and blessed year. 



ROSH HASHONAH 

Services for Rosh Hashonah will be 
held both in the Main Synagogue and 
in the Auditorium. The service will 
commence on Sunday evening, Sept. 
25th at 6:00 o'clock. Rev. Samuel 
Kantor will officiate, assisted by the 
Oscar Julius Choir. Rabbi Levinthal 
will preach on Monday morning on 
the subject, "The Beast vs. the Di- 
vine in Man." On Tuesday morning 
he will speak on "A Program for a 
Jewish Life." The shofar will be 
sounded at the morning services at 
about 10:15 o'clock. The sermons will 
be delivered at about 10:30 o'clock. 
The members are asked to please be 
in their seats early as the doors will 
be closed during the delivery of the 
sermon. 



The officers gratefully acknowledge 
the loyal co-operation they have re- 
ceived from the membership of the 
Center and are looking forward to 
their continued support so that the In- 
stitution may grow from strength to 
strength. Lcshonu Tovo Tikosevu! 

Joseph M. Schwartz, President 
Hyman Aaron, Vice-President 
Max Herzfeld, Secretary 
Moses Ginsberg. Treasurer 

FROM THE SISTERHOOD 

The officers of the Sisterhood ex- 
tend their Xew Year Greetings to all 
members of the organization and their 
families. 

May the Xew Year bless us all with 
happiness, health and contentment. 
Mrs. Albert Witty, President 
Mrs. I. Wiener, Secretary 

FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE 
DIRECTOR 

In behalf of the entire staff. I want 
to extend to all the officers, directors 
and members of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center and their families cordial 
greetings and best wishes. 
Joseph Goldberg 

Administrative Director 



In the auditorium, Rev. M. Locke 
will officiate and the addresses will be 
delivered by Mr. Benjamin Hirsh of 
our Hebrew School faculty. The same 
hour schedule will hold in the audi- 
torium as in the synagogue. 



YOM KIPPUR 

The Kol Xidre service which ushers 
in Vom Kippur eve, will be held both 
in the synagogue and in the auditor- 
ium on Tuesday evening, October 4th, 
at 5 :45 o'clock. Rabbi Levinthal will 
preach that evening on the subject, 
"The Jew's Real Strength Against a 
World of Brute Force." The sermon 
that evening is delivered immediately 
after the chanting of the Kol Xidre 
prayer. Members are therefore, ex- 



pected to be in their seats before the 
Kol Xidre service begins. On Wed- 
nesday morning, Rabbi Levinthal will 
preach on the subject. "The Import- 
ance of Living and the Art of Dying." 
The Yizkor or Memorial Services will 
be said on Wednesday morning at 
about 1 1 :00 o'clock, and the sermon is 
preached immediately after the Yizkor 
services. 



FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICES TO BEGIN 
ON OCTOBER 28th 

Our late Friday night lecture ser- 
vices will liegin for this season on 
Friday evening, October 28th. Rabbi 
Levinthal has prepared a list of inter- 
esting subjects that he will discuss 
from the pulpit during the coming sea- 
son. He has also invited a number of 
prominent guest speakers who will 
grace our pulpit on several Friday 
evenings during the season. 

DAILY SERVICES 

Morning services at 7 and 8 o'clock. 
Mincha services at 6:30 P. M. 



SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of candles at 6:30 o'clock. 

Friday evening services at 6:20. 

Sabbath morning services, Parsha 
Xtzohvim, will commence at 8:45. 
Rabbi Levinthal will preach on the 
portion of the law. 

Class in Ein Yaakov under the 
leadership of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh at 
5 :30 o'clock. 

Mincha services at 6:20 P.M. 



CONSECRATION CLASS TO START 
SUNDAY, OCT. 2nd 

This year's Consecration class will 
hold its first meeting on October 2nd 
at 10 o'clock. All girls desiring to en- 
ter this class should meet personally 
with Rabbi Levinthal and Miss Helen 
Levinthal, the instructor of the class, 
either Sunday morning. September 
25th at 10 :30 o'clock or Sunday morn- 
ing, October 2nd, at 10 o'clock. 



CHILDREN'S CONGREGATION 

The children's congregation com- 
posed of the children of our Hebrew 
School as well as other children out- 
side of the Center is already meeting 
every Saturday morning in the Beth 
Hamedrash under the supervision of 
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the teachers of our Hebrew School. 

Parents are urgently requested to 
see to it that their children get the 
habit of worshipping on the Sabbath 
in the Synagogue by attending this 
children's congregation. 



INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES 

The sixth season of the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center Institute of Jewish 
Studies for Adults which has become 
such an important feature in the Cen- 
ter activities, will hold its opening 
rallv and registration of students at 
the Center on Tuesday evening, Oct. 
25th at 8:30 o'clock. Rabbi Levintbal, 
the director of the Institute, has given 
a great deal of thought to the improve- 
ment of many of the courses and we 
expect a very successful season of 
work. There is no charge for tuition 
for these courses, and only a nominal 
registration fee of $2 for Center mem- 
bers and $3 for non-members, for 
those registering for one course. Those 
registering for two or more courses 
pay a registration fee of $3 for mem- 
bers and $5 for non-members. We are 
happy to announce that nearly all the 
members of the faculty who were with 
us in previous years will be with us 
this year. 

The Institute courses have been rec- 
ognized by the University of the State 
of New York as courses which will 
be accepted by the Board of Superin- 
tendents of the New York City Board 
of Education to meet requirements 
lor alertness credit. Courses will be 
given in Hebrew conversation, Bible, 
Jewish History, Religion, Talmud, the 
Bible as Literature, and other sub- 
jects. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL OPENS OCT. 2nd 

Our Sunday School will start for 
ine season Sunday morning, October 
2nd, at 10:30 o'clock. All the former 
pupils as well as new pupils are ask- 
ed to be in the Beth Hamedrash on 
time. Rabbi Mordecai Lewittes, the 
principal of the school, has given 
much thought to the improvement of 
our Sunday School and it is hoped 
that this year the school will achieve 
a greater success than ever before. 
Parents whose children for some rea- 
son or other cannot go to the daily 
schools, will do well to enroll their 
sons and daughters in this department. 

There is no charge for tuition to 
members of the Center, and only a 
nominal charge of $10 to non-mem- 
bers. 



COURSE LECTURES ON PSYCHOL- 
OGY AND LITERATURE 

The Forum and Education Commit- 
tee in cooperation with the W. P. A. 
Adult Education Project of the New 
York Board of Education has again 
arranged for two lecture courses to 
be given in the Center building. A 
class in "Psychology of Personality 
Adjustment" will be held each Tues- 
day evening at 8 :30 o'clock, and will 
be conducted by Mr. Litwin. Mr. 
Kaplan will conduct a class in Con- 
temporary English Literature on 
Wednesday evenings at 8:30 o'clock. 

THE CENTER HEBREW SCHOOL 

The Hebrew Education Commitee 
is happy to report that the Hebrew 
School enrollment already exceeds the 
number of pupils that we had at the 
close of last season and it is hoped 
that during the holiday weeks a num- 
ber of new pupils will be enrolled. 

Those who have not as yet register- 
ed their children are urged to do so 
at once. 

CENTER LIBRARY 

The library of the Center is now 
circulating books of Jewish interest in 
Hebrew, English and Yiddish. Mem- 
bers of the Center and their friends 



SEASON'S FIRST 
MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP 
SOCIAL MEETING 

Tuesday Evening 
October 11th 

at 8:30 o'clock 



Program: 

Brief Business Meeting 

Election oi Members of the 
Nominating Commiitee 

Entertainment 

Refreshments 

Door Prizes 

A cordial invitation is hereby extended 
to all members of the Center, (men and 
women) to attend. Admission by mem- 
bership card. 



Season's First Forum 
Lecture 

REV. DR. 
STEPHEN S. 

WISE 

© 

Monday Evening 
October 24th 

at 8:15 o'clock 



who are interested in obtaining books 
for home reading are requested to 
please see our librarian, Dr. Rabino- 
witz, who is at the library on Mon- 
days, Tuesdavs, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays from 3:30 P. M. to 9:30 
P. M. and on Sundays at 10:30 AM. 
to 3:30 P. M. 



SPECIAL NOTICE TO STUDENTS 
OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

Sons and daughters of Center mem- 
bers who are students at Harvard. 
Radcliff, M.T.T. or other colleges in 
l5oston, will be interested to know that 
under the auspices of the United 
Synagogue of America, a special stu- 
dents' service has been arranged for 
kosh Hashonah and Vom Kippur. 
Harvard University is cooperating in 
this move and has o tiered a special 
room at Brooks Hall where the ser- 
vice will be held. A student of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary will con- 
duct the services and deliver the ser- 
mons. 
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FINAL REMINDER FOR HOLIDAY 
SEATS 

Those members who have not as 
yet purchased their tickets for the 
High Holy Day services are urged to 
please do so immediately. The number 
of available seats is very limited and 
immediate purchase is advisable. 



SISTERHOOD MEETING OCT. 3rd 

The Sisterhood membership open 
meeting and invitation tea will be held 
on Monday afternoon, October 3rd, 
at 1 :30 o'clock, in the dining room of 
our building. 

An interesting cultural program is 
being arranged. Miss Beatrice Klein 
will render several vocal selections. 
Door prizes will be awarded. 



GYMNASIUM AND BATHS 

The Gymnasium and Baths Depart- 
ment will close on Sunday, September 
25th at 4 o'clock and will remain closed 
on both days of Rosh Hashonah 
(Monday and Tuesday, September 
26th and 27th). The Department will 
open as per the usual schedule, on 
Wednesday, September 28th. 

On Tuesday, October 4th, the gym- 
nasium and baths will be open to wo- 
men from 10 A.M. to 1 P.M., and to 
men from 1 P.M. to 4 P.M. 

The Department will remain closed 
over Yom Kippur and will reopen on 
Thursday morning, October 6th at 10 
o'clock. 



SISTERHOOD 
MOTHER - DAUGHTER 

Luncheon & Fashion Show 

Wednesday, October 28th 
at 12 noon 

The Fashion Show will be provided by 
FULTON AT BRIDGE STS, BROOKLYN 

Please Reserve Date! 

Tickets of Admission at $2.50 per per- 
son may be obtained from the chair- 
man of the luncheon, Mrs. Rose Wie- 
ner, or the co-chairman, Mrs. Mary 
Safier. 



RESER VE 

Tuesday Evening, October 18 

Annual Simchas Torah 
Dinner and Entertainment 

• 

Subscription — $2.50 per person 



CENTER THE BENEFICIARY IN 
MICHTOM LEGACY 

Our late member, Mr. Morris Mich- 
tom, who passed away on July 21st, 
1938. left a paid-up life insurance 
policy of $1,000 in which the Brook- 
lyn Jewish Center was the beneficiary. 

The Board of Trustees at its last 
meeting decided to set aside this sum 
as a special first mortgage fund in ac- 
cordance with the wishes of the late 
Mr. Michtom, as expressed during his 
lifetime. 

BAR MITZVAH 

Most hearty congratulations are ex- 
tended to: Mr. and Mrs. Arthur E. 
Fishman of 545 Montgomery Street 
on the Bar Mitzvah of their son Fred 
which will be celebrated in the syna- 
gogue of the Center on Saturday, 
September 24th. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Goell'in honor 
of the Bar Mitzvah of their grand- 
son, Jay Levinthal which will be held 
at the Center on December 10th. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

We extend our best wishes and 
heartiest congratulations to the fol- 
lowing : 

Miss Sylvia lioskowitz of 27<S Troy 
Avenue on her engagement to Mr. 
Morris Lazarus of Charleston, S. C. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob S. Doner of 
1469 President Street on the occasion 
of the marriage of their daughter. 
Hadassah, to Mr. Albert Rotbgard, 
and of their son Max to Miss Sylvia 
Carson. 

Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Lewis upon 
the marriage of their son Phil to Miss 
Norma Blankstein on September 17th. 



Mr. and Mrs. Nathan T. Schwartz 
of 115 Eastern Parkway on the birth 
of a son, named Jerry, to their child- 
ren Dr. and Mrs. Henry G. Schwartz 
of St. Louis, on August 2nd. 

PERSONALS 

The Palestine Land Development 
Company, Ltd. announces the opening 
of a branch office of the company at 
11 West 42nd Street, New York City, 
under the management of Dr. David 
Tannenbaum. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF GIFTS 

We gratefully acknowledge receipt 
of gifts from the following: 
Library 
Jacob S. Doner 

Mrs. Israel H. Levinthal has don- 
ated a number of important volumes 
in Hebrew, English and Yiddish in 
memory of her sainted father who re- 
cently passed away. 

Torah Cover 

.Mr. Einhorn. 



DANCE 

tendered by 

YOUNG FOLKS LEAGUE 

YOM KIPPUR NIGHT 
Wed., October 5th, 1938 



Reserve the Date 
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jf T is a beautiful tribute to the memory of your dear departed 
ones to erect a memorial tablet in the Center Synagogue . . . . 
only a few spaces are still available . . . make your reservation 
now and the tablet will be erected in time for the Yizkor services 
to be held on Shemini Atzeres . . . communicate with the Center 
office for additional information 
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YOUNG FOLK GROUPS FOR THE 
COMING SEASON 

The Brooklyn Jewish Center is 
sponsoring the following clubs for the 
coming year : 

1. Young Folks League — men above 
21 ; women above 19. 

2. Junior League — men 18 to 21 ; 
women 16 to 19. 

3. Hakoach — open to those interest- 
ed in dramatics and debating — 
boys 1 5^2 to 18; girls UV2 to 16. 

4. Center — boys 14 to \SVz; girls 
13!/ 2 to 14V2. 

5. Maccabees — boys 13 to 14. 

6. Vivalets— girls 12V2 to 13V&. 

7. Outing Group — children 10 to 13, 
group to met on Sunday after- 
noons. 

The first meeting for Hakoach, Cen- 
ter, Maccabees and Vivalets will be 
held on Saturday night, October 15th 
at 7:45 P. M. Opening meetings for 
other groups will be announced. 



APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 



FOR RENT 



6 ROOMS 
WITH 3 BATHS 

985 PARK PLACE. BROOKLYN 

(Comer Brooklyn Avenue) 



REASONABLE RENTAL 
FINE LOCATION 



Hyman Aaron 
Telephone: PResident 4-5561 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Abrahams, Irving 

Clerk Unmarried 

Res. 27 Hart St. 

Bus. 61 Broadway 
Friedman, Harry M. 

Comptroller Married 

Res. 632 Montgomery St. 

Bus. 305 E. 47th St. 

Proposed by Harry Heiman 
Garber, Paul 

Salesman Unmarried 

Res. 706 Howard Ave. 

Bus. 345 Hewes St. 

Proposed by Dr. D. H. Appelman 
Heifetz, Solomon J. 

Attorney Married 

Res. 440 Brooklyn Ave. 

Bus. 346 Broadway 

Proposed by Isaac D. Sorgen 
and Saul Kaplan 
Isacowitz, Murray D. 

Real Estate Married 

Res. 959 Park Place 

Bus. 1662 Pitkin Ave. 

Proposed by Henry Lieb 
Kovolick, Sam 

Silks Married 

Res. 341 E. 19th St. 

Bus. 180 Madison Ave. 

Proposed by Louis Seldin 
Melaver, Jerome 

Oils Unmarried 

Res. 601 Crown St. 

Bus. 194 North 14th St. 
Muser, Dr. Benjamin 

Dentist Unmarried 

Res. 48 Tompkins Ave. 

Bus. 754 Myrtle Ave. 

Proposed by Jacob Rosen 
Phillips, Louis 

Attorney Married 

Res. 1770 East 18th St. 

Bus. 1501 Broadway 

Proposed by Irving Lurie 



CENTER ACADEMY 

of the 

Brooklyn Jewish Center 

Chartered by the University of the 
State of New York 

A PROGRESSIVE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL . . . COMPLETE CUR- 
RICULUM from KINDERGARTEN 
TO EIGHTH GRADE, INCLUDING 
ARTS, CRAFTS and SCIENCE 
. . . COMBINED WITH A FUN- 
DAMENTAL EDUCATION IN 
HEBREW and JEWISH CULTURE 

Hours 8:45 a. m. to 3:15 p. m. 



Pressman, Harry 

Manufacturing Married 

Res. 612 Empire Blvd. 

Bus. 1333 Broadway 

Proposed by B. A. Levine 
Rabinowitz, Julius 

Tobacco Merchant Alarried 

Res. 275 Linden Blvd. 

Bus. 522 W. 52nd St. 

Propoesd by Abraham Ginsburg 
Rosenfeld, Jacob 

Flour Married 

Res. 145 Lincoln Road 

Bus. 6 Broadway 

Proposed by Morris Rosenfeld 
Sarnoff, Milton 

Bonds Married 

Res. 585 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. 54 Prince St. 

Proposed by Robert Bank 
Seligman, Abraham 

Auto Finance Married 

Res. 270 Crown St. 

Bus. 1261 Bedford Ave. 

Proposed by Louis J. Gribetz 
and Jacob Shapiro 
Wexler, S. David 

Teacher Married 

Res. 585 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. James Madison H. S. 

Proposed by Robert Bank 



The following have applied for rein- 
statement in the Brooklyn Jewish Cen- 
ter: 

Cohen, Herman 

Clothing Married 

Res. 916 Carroll St. 

Bus. 826 Broadway 

Proposed by Samuel Stark 
Rothkopf, Abraham 

Dry Goods Married 

Res. 631 Montgomery St. 

Bus. 155 Rivington St. 

Proposed by Hyman Rothkopf 

EMANUEL GREENBERG, 
Chiarmcui Membership Committee 



NOTE 

THIS is the time of year to 
make a resolution to bring 
your friends into the Center as 
members. Just remember this — 
the Brooklyn Jewish Center is one 
of the most beautiful and useful 
Jewish institutions in the country. 
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MR. and MRS. 

JOSEPH I. AARON 

extend to their friends and relatives 
sincere wishes for a happy, healthy 
and prosperous New Year 



HISTORY OF 
BROOKLYN JEWRY 

By SAMUEL P. ABELOW 

DeLuxe, illustrated, first edition: 
Excellent gift for New Year, Bar 
Mitzvah, Birthday, Wedding 
Anniversary, etc. 

Price reduced to $3.00 

Address Orders to: 
1098 PARK PLACE, BROOKLYN 



Center Hebrew School 

The Daily Hebrew School 
of the Center which meets 
afternoons & Sunday morn- 
ings is now open for regis- 
tration of children — boys 
and girls, for the coming 
Fall term. The rates are mod- 
erate and within the reach 
of the average Jewish par- 
ent. Our school which is re- 
garded as one of the finest 
in the city gives its pupils an 
excellent Jewish training. 



JEWISH EVENTS REVIEWED 

(Continued from page 10) 
Four hundred delegates from all 
parts of the world, including Protes- 
tants, Catholics, Jews, Freethinkers, 
Moslems and Negroes, who attended 
the Congress against Racialism and 
anti-Semitism held in Paris, pledged 
themselves "to continue united and to 
struggle unto death against racialism 
and its corollary, Fascism, until the 
attacks on the rights of the people are 
stopped, and on behalf of human in- 
dependence, liberty and dignity." Its 
next meeting will be held in New 
York City. In order to describe more 
accurately its scope, the organization 
has altered its name by omitting the 
words "and anti-Semitism." 

* * * 

One of the largest and most influ- 
ential German-American organizations 
in this country, the "American Turner 
Bund," resolved at its recent annual 
convention to repudiate any connec- 
tion with Nazi groups. Recognizing 
the degrading influence which Nazi 
propaganda has upon the good name 
of the German - Americans in this 
country, the Bund, consisting of 45,- 
000 members, condemned the undem- 
ocratic and un-American activities of 
the Nazi. 

* * * 

The first ship to have an all-Jewish 
crew, from captain to cabin boy, is 
the steamer Amal, which is anchored 
in the port of Tel Aviv. 

* * * 

American tourist traffic in Ger- 
many this year has declined by 50%. 
The reasons attributed by travel 
agencies for this decline have been 
antipathy to the Nazi regime. 

* * * 

In the neighboring town of Zoppot, 
a well-known seaside resort in the 
Danzig Free State, the boycott of the 
Jews, which is almost complete, has 
acted as a boomerang. Last year 15,- 
000 Jews from Poland visited the re- 
sort. This year, hardly any visitors 
came. 

* * * 

Because the Jews of Nuremberg re- 
fused to sell a famous synagogue in 
that city, built in 1869, the govern- 
ment expropriated the synagogue and 
raze dit in order that "the disgrace of 
Nuremberg," as it was called by the 
notorious Jew-baiter, Julius Streicher, 
might be removed before the Nazi 
party's annual congress met there on 
September 5th. 




4685 PITKIN AVE 
BROOKLYN. N.Y. 



WEDDING 
DECORATIONS 
Our Specialty 



We Cany A CompUt* 
Line of 

Fruit Baskets 

for every occasion 



THE BROOKLYN JEWISH 
CENTER'S OFFICIAL 
FLORIST 



TELEPHONE DICKENS 2-4000 
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ROSH HASHONAH GREETINGS 



BEST WISHES FOR A 
HAPPY, HEALTHY NEW YEAR 

— are extended by — 
ORIGINAL 

BRENNER BROS. 

60 DIVISION STREET 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 

& 

To our freinds and relatives we extend our sincere wishes for 

a Happy New Year 

MR. and MRS. MR. and MRS. 

PHILLIP BRENNER LOUIS BRENNER 

AND FAMILY AND FAMILY 

1416 Carroll Street 1462 President Street 



Mr. & Mrs. Moses Ginsberg 

1295 PRESIDENT STREET 



* * * 



extend their best wishes for a Happy New Year to all the 
Officers, Trustees, Directors and members of the 
Center, as well as to their friends and relatives 
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Mr. and Mrs. BENJAMIN J. KLINE 

1354 PRESIDENT STREET 



Extend to the officers and members of the Brooklyn Jewish Cen- 
ter, as well as to their relatives and friends, their best wishes 
for a Happy and Prosperous New Year 



qA Happy 3Vew Year 

— from — 

RATNER'S DAIRY 

138 DELANCEY STREET 
New York City 



MAX ZANKEL JACOB HARMATZ LOUIS ZANKEL 
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KOTIMSKY & TUCHMAN 

CATERERS OF DISTINCTION 



extend to all Members of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center and their families their best wishes 
for a very Happy New Year 



RABBI and MRS. 

ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 



extend to the families of the officers, trustees, 
directors and members, as well as to all of 
the various staffs of the Center, their 
sincerest prayers and best wishes for 
a very Happy New Year 

May the new year mark the end of sorrow for 
our people and the dawn of a new era of 
peace and blessedness 



Greetings from: 



MR. and MRS. 

SIMON H. KUGEL 



extend to their friends cordial greetings 
and best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 



MR. HARRY MARCUS 

Manager of Sears Roebuck <5 Company 



Bedford Avenue and Beverly Road 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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MR. and MRS. 

HYMAN AARON 
Children and Grandchildren 

extend their best wishes for a happy and pros- 
perous New Year to all the Officers, Trustees, 
Directors and members of the Center, as well 
as to their friends and relatives. 


MR. and MRS. 

JOSEPH GOLDBERG 

and their sons 
EPHRAIM and ALVIN H. 

Extend their New Year Greetings to their 
friends, relatives and all members of 
the Brooklyn Jewish Center 


MR. and MRS. 

ISIDOR FINE 

extend to the Membership of the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center and to their friends and 
relatives their sincere wishes for a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 


REV. and MRS. 

SAMUEL KANTOR 

extend to their relatives and friends their 
best wishes for a Happy and Healthy 
New Year 
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MISIKOFF BROTHERS 

1406 Pitkin Avenue 

extend to the members of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center and their families their sincerest 
wishes for a happy, healthy and 
prosperous New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

JOSEPH M. SCHWARTZ 

extend to the officers, trustees, Board of Direc- 
tors and the entire membership of the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center, their best 
wishes for a Happy and Prosperous 
New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

JACOB RUTSTEIN 

1388 President Street 

extend best wishes for a Happy New Year 
to all their friends and relatives 


HON. and MRS. 

IRWIN STEINGUT 

extend to their friends and relatives and the 
Jewish community in general their sin- 
cere wishes for a very Happy and 
Prosperous New Year 
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MR. and MRS. 

MORRIS BRUKENFELD 

1276 President Street 

extend to their relatives and friends best wishes 
for a Happy and Prosperous New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

MORRIS W. HAFT 

AND FAMILY 

1125 Fifth Avenue, New York 
and Deal, New Jersey 

wish their friends and relatives a 
very Happy New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

PINCUS GLICKMAN 

AND FAMILY 

extend their best wishes for a Happy New 
Year to all their friends and relatives 


MR. and MRS. 

LOUIS HALPERIN 

1362 President Street 

extend New Year greetings to all their 
friends and relatives 


DR. and MRS. 

MAX GOLDSTEIN 

334 New York Avenue 

extend greetings for the New Year to their 
friends, relatives and to the Jewish 
community in general 


MR. and MRS. 

NATHAN HALPERIN 

748 St. Marks Avenue 

extend their New Year Greetings to their 
friends and relatives 


MR. and MRS. 

DAVID GOODSTEIN 

1338 Carroll Street 

extend to their friends and relatives and the 
Jewish community in general their sincere 
wishes for a very Happy and 
Prosperous New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

JACOB H. HOLTZMANN 

extend their best wishes for a 
Happy New Year 
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MR. and MRS. 

SAMUEL KATZ 
1100 Park Place 

extend to their friends and relatives sincere 
wishes for a Happy and Prosperous 
New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

I. JEROME RIKER 

extend their best wishes for a Happy New 
Year to all their relatives and friends 


MR. and MRS. 

LEIB LURIE 

AND FAMILY 
1451 Union Street 

extend to their relatives and friends a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

SAMUEL ROTTENBERG 

extend to their relatives, friends and members 
of the Brooklyn Jewish Center, their best 
wishes for a Happy and Prosperous 
New Year 


MR, and MRS, 

BENJAMIN MARTZ 

AND SON 

Wish you and yours a Happy and Prosperous 
New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

NATHAN T. SCHWARTZ 

AND FAMILY 

- wish you and yours a Happy and 
Prosperous New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

LOUIS PARNES 

iz/o Uarroll otreet 

extend New Year Greetings to all their 
friends and relatives 


MR. and MRS. 

NATHAN D. SHAPIRO 

wish their friends and relatives a 
Happy New Year 



Crooklyn Jewish Center Review 



[25] 



MR. and MRS. 

MORTY SILVERSTEIN 

115 East 21st Street 

New Year Greetings to our friends 
and all Israel 


JUDGE and MRS. 

NATHAN SWEEDLER 

1 \ J. 1. 1 J. XJL 1.1 \ KJ V V J IJ tl—Jl iJ IL I 

194 Crown Street 

extend their best wishes for the New Year 
to all their friends and relatives 


MR. HYMAN SPITZ 

AND FAMILY 

extend their best wishes for a Happy New 
Year to all their friends, relatives and 
members of the Center 


MR. and MRS. 

FRED KRONISH 

AND CHILDREN 

wish their relatives and friends Health, Happi- 
ness and Prosperity for the New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

ALEX BERNSTEIN 

AND FAMILY 
1503 President Street 

Best wishes and a Happy New 
Year to all Center members 
and friends 


MR. and MRS. 

JACOB S. DONER 

AND FAMILY 

wish their relatives and friends, as 
well as all officers and members of 
of the Center a Happy and 
Prosperous New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

ABRAHAM GINSBURG 

576 Eastern Parkway 

extend to their friends and relatives 
and all the members of the Center 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

BENJAMIN BROWN 

1045 St. Johns Place 

wish their relatives and friends a 
Happy New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

JACOB EISENBERG 

1015 Washington Avenue 

extend to their relatives and friends 
Happy Greetings for the New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

JACOB GOELL 

AND FAMILY 

extend to the officers, directors and 
members of the Center their best 
wishes for a Happy New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

MORRIS DLUGASCH 

1304 President Street 

wish their relatives and friends 
Health, Happiness and Prosperity 
for the New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

JACOB A. FORTUNOFF 

AND SONS 
770 St. Marks Avenue 

wish ihe'.t relatives and friends Health, 
Happiness and Prosperity for 
the New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

HENRY HOLTZMANN 

1049 Park Avenue 

extend best wishes for the New Year 
to all their relatives and friends 
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MR. and MRS. 

ARTHUR JOSEPH 

AND FAMILY 
507 Montgomery Street 

extend best wishes for the New Year 
to all their friends and relatives 


MR. and MRS. 

SAMUEL S. WEISBERG 

AND FAMILY 
9 Prospect Park West 

extend to their friends and relatives 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

HENRY H. GROSS 

AND FAMILY 
751 St. Marks Avenue 

extend best wishes to all their relatives 
and friends for a Happy and Prosper- 
ous New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

HARRY LIBERMAN 

AND SON 
699 Montgomery Street 

wish their relatives and friends a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 


Mrv. ana Mrvo. 

MAX FABRIKANT 

640 Empire Boulevard 

extend good wishes for the New Year 
to all their relatives and friends 


MR. and MRS. 

AARON LEWIS 

1482 Carroll Street 

extend to their friends and relatives 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 


Mrs. ABRAHAM POSNER 

extends best wishes for the New Year 
to all her friends and relatives 


kATD J It/DC 

MK. ana MKb. 

BARNETT TANENBAUM 

extend to all their relatives and friends 
best wishes for the New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

PHILIP L. LIPSHUTZ 

IRA, BARBARA and RAYMOND 
1387 Carroll Street 

extend to their relatives and friends 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 


Mr. HEYMAN SCHRIER 

901 Washington Avenue 

extends to his relatives and friends his 
best wishes for the New Year 


ivin.. ana mao. 

CHARLES GOELL 

extend best wishes for the New Year 
to their entire family, friends, officers 
and all members of the Center 


C. A. (CLIFF) BAUER 

CENTER MASSEUR 

extends his best wishes for a Happy 
New Year and hopes to see many more 
new faces in the Bath Department 
during the coming year. 

MR. and MRS. 

MORRIS BERGMANN 

1030 Park Place 

wish their relatives and friends a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 

MR. and MRS. 

CHARLES DILBERT 

extend New Year Greetings to all 
their friends and relatives 

MK. and MKb. 

HARRY DILBERT 

wish their friends and relatives a very 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 


DR. and MRS. 

ARNOLD SILBERG 

AND SON 
699 Montgomery Street 

wish their relatives and friends a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

MARK J. GOELL 

AND SONS 

extend best wishes for the New Year 
to all their friends and relatives 


MR. and MRS. 

LOUIS SIMON 

1373 Carroll Street 

extend best wishes for the New Year 
to all their relatives and friends 


MR. and MRS. 

SAMUEL GREENBLATT 

770 St. Marks Avenue 

extend to their friends and relatives 
best wishes for a Happy New Year 
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MR. and MRS. 

LOUIS DILBERT 

extend best wishes for the New Year 
to their friends and relatives 


Mr. BENJAMIN KAPLAN 

1632 Carroll Street 

wishes his friends and relatives a 
happy and Prosperous New Year 


Mrs. H. SALIT 

wishes all her relatives and friends a 
very Happy and Prosperous 
New Year 

MR. and MRS. 

WILLIAM I. SIEGEL 

AND FAMILY 
1602 Carroll Street 

extend best wishes for a Happy New 
Year to all their relatives and friends 

MR. and MRS. 

JOSEPH STARK 

AND FAMILY 
789 St. Marks Avenue 

extend to their relatives and friends 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 

MR. and MRS. 

SAMUEL STARK 

AND FAMILY 
693 Montgomery Street 

extend to their friends, family and 
members of the Center their best 
wishes for a Happy New Year 

MR. and MRS. 

M. D. WENDER 

AND FAMILY 
1191 Carroll Street 

wish you a Happy New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

JOSEPH FELDT 

AND FAMILY 
855 Ocean Avenue 

extend their New Year Greetings 
to friends and relatives 

MR. and MRS. 

CHARLES FINE 

763 Eastern Parkway- 
extend best wishes for the New Year 
to all their friends and relatives 

MR. and MRS. 

HARRY A. FREEDMAN 

135 Eastern Parkway 

extend to their friends and relativss 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 


Mr. BERNARD KATZ 

AND FAMILY 
45 East 30th Street 
New York City 
wish their relatives and friends a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 

DR. and MRS. 

PERCY LEWIS 

706 Eastern Parkway 

extend their best wishes for the New 
Year to all their relatives and friends 

MR. and MRS. 

HARRY LEVY 

DORIS and SHELDON 

wish their relatives and friends a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 


DR. and MRS. 

R. FINKELSTEIN 

AND FAMILY 
576 Eastern Parkway 

wish their relatives and friends a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 

MR. and MRS. 

MARTIN M. GOLDMAN 

763 Eastern Parkway 

wish .'heir relatives and friends a 
very Happy New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

ISADOR LOWENFELD 

AND SONS 
258 Sullivan Place 
extend their New Year Greetings 
to their friends and relatives 

MR. and MRS. 

MORRIS NEINKEN 

543 Crown Street 

wish their relatives and friends a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 

Mr. CHARLES PERMAN 

extends New Year Greetings to all his 
relatives and friends 

MR. and MRS. 

HYMAN RACHMIL 

AND CHILDREN 
1056 President Street 
extend to their friends and relatives 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

A. GOTTLIEB 

1601 Carroll Street 

extend New Year Greetings to all th/iir 
friends and relatives 

MR. and MRS. 

DAVID HALPERN 

A Happy and Prosperous New Year 
to our friends and relatives 


MR. and MRS. 

I. WIENER 

AND FAMILY 
68 Sterling Street 

extend New Year Greetings to their 
friends and relatives 

MR. and MRS. 

ALBERT WITTY 

AND IRWIN 
240 Crown Street 

extend to their relatives and friends 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 

MR. and MRS. 

HARRY ZIRINSKY 

550 Crown Street 

extend to their relatives and friends 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

JOSEPH HOROWITZ 

25 Eastern Parkway 

extend New Year Greetings to all 
their friends and relatives 


MR. 

MORRIS ROSENFELD 

345 New York Avenue 

extends to his friends as well as to all 
the members of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center a Happy New Year 


MR. and MRS. 

JACOB INKELES 

1 2 Crown Street 
extend their best wishes for the New- 
Year to all their relatives and friends 


MR. and MRS. 

MORRIS ROTHKOPF 

704 Empire Boulevard 
extend greetings for the New Year :o 
all their relatives and friends 
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THE TORMENTED JEWISH LIFE OF DISRAELI 

{Continued from page 8) 



ed with his birth, as if it was shame- 
ful. His sister Sarah could not help 
him to solve this new problem, and 
the father answered his questions with 
a shrug of the shoulders. Benjamin 
was puzzled and wounded. 

Towards the end of his elementary 
studies, at the age of thirteen, he was 
baptized. But baptism brought no so- 
lution to his difficulties. "The nation- 
ality of a Disraeli could neither be 
concealed nor forgotten," says the his- 
torian, Froude, and he also informs 
us that "no friend of Isaac Disraeli 
who knew what the English public 
schools were then like, would have re- 
commended him to commit his lad to 
the rude treatment which he would 
encounter at Eton and Winchester.." 
It did not matter that Benjamin was 
now a Christian, that he could retort 
and "return blow for blow when in- 
sulted or ill-used." Prejudice had the 
freest play in the schools. So he was 
again sent to a private school, this 
time to a Unitarian one. 

But the young Disraeli was much 
above his classmates and teachers too. 
His intelligence, his quick mind, his 
cultural background, his ability to lead, 
soon attracted the boys to him in spite 
of their original attitude of super- 
iority. He became popular and ad- 
mired. His words and expressions 
were repeated, his poetry was copied 
and shown to sisters and cousins at 
home. Only the monitors envied and 
hated him because they had lost much 
of their hitherto uncontested author- 
ity. 

Often Benjamin wandered alone, 
dreaming. The routine life of the 
school could not absorb his energy. It 
needed an outlet. He found it in or- 
ganizing a player's group, though that 
was strictly forbidden in the school. 
He was soon reported to the director 
who was shocked, and denounced 
Benjamin as a "serpent tongue," as a 
"seditious stranger." Replace the word 
"stranger" by the word "Jew" and 
the picture is complete. During the 
intermission, when passing by a group 
of boys, someone hissed him. He chal- 
lenged the rowdy, an older and 
stronger boy, and knocked him out. 
He enjoyed the revenge, but he had 
to leave school and finish his educa- 
tion at home. Thus his young soul was 
already wounded and he never forgot 
the insult. He records the episode 



twice in "Vivian Gray" and in "Con- 
tarini Fleming," describing the scene 
with dramatic license. 

Disraeli had to pass through experi- 
ences familiar to every Jew who has 
had to meet Jewish realities in the 
Gentile world. 

The usual reaction to this situation 
is a resentment which expresses itself 
in contempt or pride. Contempt works 
both ways. Some Jews turn against 
their own race. Such was the atti- 
tude of Disraeli's grandmother, and, 
to some extent, that of Isaac Disraeli. 
It led the latter to baptism, to deli- 
berate assimilation and to other means 
of self-obliteration. This type of re- 
sentment is a kind of moral and spirit- 
ual suicide. But when the contempt 
of the oppressed Jew is directed 
against the society which fosters such 
sufferings then it becomes a revolt 
against the existing order. 

Pride on the contrary leads the Jew 
back to his own folk, to their glorifi- 
cation, to the "chosen people" idea. 

Disraeli could follow neither his 
grandmother nor his father. He was 
Christian by education and religion 
but his physical characteristics were 
called Jewish. He had beautiful dark 
hair, pitch-black eyes, fine features set 
in a swarthy face. To resent these fea- 
tures would have meant to hate him- 
self. Nor had he any reason to be 
ashamed of his ancestors, of his fam- 
ily ; they were all distinguished peo- 
ple. Thus pride became his antidote 
for prejudice. 

He could not be satisfied with his 
father's escape into his .own little 
world. He was of different make. He 
felt keenly his talents and did not in- 
tend to "pass like a shadow in life." 
He had will power and ambition, and 
strove not only to participate in the 
social life of England but also to 
command it. 

In "Vivian Gray" (1826), he 
exclaims: "Curse of my lot!" That 
the want of a few rascal counters, and 
the possession of a little rascal blood, 
should mar my fortunes." To that ras- 
cal blood he opposes the highest pride, 
the pride of his ancestors and that of 
a man who has a famous father. 

In "The Young Duke" (1829) the 
pride of ancestry is made a virtue : 
"There is no pride like the pride of 
ancestry, for it is a blending of all 
emotions. How immeasurably superior 



to the herd is the man whose father 
only is famous ! Imagine, then the feel- 
ing of one who can trace his line 
through a thousand years of heroes 
and of princes!" He talks of "warm 
Syria, with its palmy shores," that 
"recall our holy ancestry," and re- 
joices that "my flying fathers threw 
their ancient seed on the stern shores 
(of England) which they have never 
dishonored !" In "The Revolutionary 
Epic" (1834) he mentions "that sac- 
red and romantic people from whom 
I derive my blood and name." 

These thoughts are merely indica- 
tions, but they develop into an out- 
look and a philosophy later in life. 
His travels undoubtedly contributed 
to that philosophy. He tramped upon 
the soil of his exiled forbears, the un- 
grateful Spain, which his family could 
not forget even by dropping their 
Spanish name ; he strolled over St. 
Marks' Place in Venice, the city of 
his grandfather; he was profoundly 
impressed by the desolated grandeur 
of Jerusalem, and meditated upon the 
fate of his race; he passed through 
Egypt where Joseph became the 
"father of Pharaoh" and where his 
ancestors had built the eternal pyra- 
mids. These impressions blended with 
his family reminiscences, with his se- 
cret dreams, with his personal daily 
experience. 

Yet his Jewish self was as yet slum- 
bering. While the officers at Malta 
talked of him as the "damned bumpti- 
ous Jew boy," he wrote to his father 
about the Jews at Gibraltar "with 
gabardine and skull caps," and after 
visiting St. Marks Place he noted that 
"the bearded Jew with the black vel- 
vet cap was not missing." 

In "Contarini Fleming" (1832), 
which, like "Vivian Gray," is consid- 
ered a biographical book, the melan- 
choly of the mood, the beautiful lyric- 
ism, the sensibility, the meditative 
thought, show that there is much of 
his Jewish self in that work. There is 
evident in it weariness, despair, des- 
pondency and a longing for an Orien- 
tal contemplative life away from the 
"artificial circles of corrupt civiliza- 
tion," and at the same time revolt, a 
powerful urge to "act, act, act; act 
without ceasing." "Create," he cries, 
"man is made to create, from the poet 
to the porter." Together with the 
normal anxieties of a maturing youth 
and of a youth who was a genius, 
Disraeli had to face the problem of 
his Jewish birth. This problem fol- 
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lowed him like a sinister shadow. He 
passionately described it in " Con tar i- 
ni Fleming," disguised an an individ- 
ual, a personal problem. The charac- 
ter of the book becomes even clearer 
when it is remembered thait it ap- 
peared at a momentous period of 
Disraeli's life, in the year when he of- 
fered himeslf as candidate for Parlia- 
ment. 

(Mark Soliterman will continue his 
exploration of the Jewish aspects of 
Disraeli's career in the October issue 
of the Review. 



HENRY SEINFEL 

(Continued from page 3) 
Center. Several of the organizers had 
said: "If we could only succeed in in- 
teresting Mr. Seinfel !" They did in- 
terest him, and from that time on, un- 
til death removed him from us, his 
name was linked daily with the his- 
tory of the institution. There was 
hardly a department and an activity 
in which he did not participate, and 
with zeal and enthusiasm. He headed 
various committees and became the 
chairman of most of the important 
functions of the Center. Whether it 
was the sale of bonds, the raising of 



funds or the enrollment of members, 
he was always found in the forefront 
of activity. He was the typical klal 
titer, the man who does not enjoy life 
unless he is active in behalf of the 
community. Whenever anything was 
planned and the question of leader- 
ship arose, the thoughts of all first 
turned to Henry Seinfel. He hesitated 
at first, complaining of his health, 
etc., as the reason for not accepting; 
but in the end he was in harness, ready 
to work day and night — and make 
others work — until success was as- 
sured. The Center became the envy of 
other institutions. "You are blessed 
with a Henry Seinfel," they used to 
tell us. 

While the Center occupied most of 
his energies of late, he was not indif- 
ferent to other institutions, causes and 
movements. The Zionist Organization 
of America, the United Synagogue, 
the Federation of Jewish Charities, 
the United Palestine Appeal, and 
others at various times called upon 
him for leadership and assistance. He 
gave of himself wholeheartedly, with 
disregard of his own physical condi- 
tion and of the time and attention that 
was due to his immediate family. 



They, too, sacrificed by giving up his 
companionship, but they were content 
in the knowledge that he was moti- 
vated by a lofty spirit of idealism, a 
big and noble heart, and by zealous- 
ness to be of service to the commun- 
ity in which he lived. 

Henry Seinfel died at the age of 
seventy. He lived a full life. His pass- 
ing is deeply mourned by those who 
knew him and knew of his work. For 
us he left a void that will be hard to 
fill. But we are grateful for the years 
he was with us and for the good he 
did while on this earth. We share with 
the members of his immediate family 
our common grief. May God spare 
them from further sorrow for many 
years to come. 

-J. G. 

A TRIBUTE 

The Brooklyn Jewish Center was 
indeed fortunate to have enjoyed Mr. 
Henry Seinfel's devotion among the 
many interests in a busy and useful 
life. We trust that the good influence 
of his work will continue throughout 
the years and that there will be many 
who will seek to emulate him. 

M. Maldwin Fertig, Pres. N. Y. 

Met. Sec. Jewish Welfare Board 



The 

Jewish Memorial Chapel 

"Brooklyn's Most Beautiful Funeral Home" 



MISIKOFF BROS. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
• 

1406 PITKIN AVENUE 

At Eastern Parkway — PRes. 3-4100 
• 

Members of the Brooklyn Jewisfi Center 
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AN EXERCISE IN INTERNATIONAL FUTILITY 

(Continued from page 4) 



recognition of the fact that for some 
time to come the refugee will be a 
standard phenomenon in modern life? 
As long as the dictator lives and is 
powerful, so long will there be re- 
fugees. In the process of destroying 
the dictator, in the process of revolu- 
tion, again there will be refugees. In 
the times of settlement and recon- 
struction there may be more refugees. 
At any rate, whether the time may be 
short or long, the problem will be as 
large as the number of refugees, and 
only a wishful and self-deluding op- 
timism can minimize the estimate of 
that number. 

Considerations such as these promp- 
ted President .Roosevelt to convene 
the Conference on Refugees at Evian, 
France. His invitation was sent to 
most of the countries of the world 
(realistically enough, neither Ger- 
many nor Italy was invited). Thirty- 
two nations responded and sent dele- 
gates to the conference. President 
Roosevelt chose as representative of 
our country Myron Taylor, with the 
rank of Ambassador-at-Large, and 
Mr. Taylor became the chairman of 
the conference. Immediately the con- 
ference found itself on the horns of 
the dilemma which has been suggested 
in an earlier paragraph. That is to say, 
the question immediately arose as to 
the nature and extent of the program 
of the conference and the perspective 
which should be implemented in its 
work. One group wanted to restrict 
the problem to the assistance of re- 
fugees from Germany and Austria 
alone. The other group sought to take 
the long range view and to organize 
machinery for the assistance and re- 
placement of refugees from any 
source or country. That conflict has as 
yet not resolved itself into a definite 
decision and what will eventually be 
the function, the influence and results 
of the organization still remains doubt- 
ful. However, we may at the moment 
find some consolation in the fact that 
the conference has actually taken on 
form and organization with a per- 
manent director, George Rublee, of 
the United States, and with all of the 
other paraphernalia immediately ne- 
cessary. 

It is a plain duty to recognize the 
obligation of Jews and liberals every- 
where to President Roosevelt for in- 
itiating this movement. The very fact 
that the conference was sponsored by 



him put behind it and its purposes the 
tremendous moral power of the United 
States. It is not too much to say that 
such success as the refugee organiza- 
tion will ultimately have will be due 
largely to the original source of its 
inspiration. 

And yet we must not be guilty of 
wishful thinking. The refugee organ- 
ization is the agency in the last an- 
alysis of the entire civilized world for 
the cure of an ill that is world-wide. 
Everyone, therefore, has the right to 
offer suggestion and if necessary, to 
criticize. Much ground for criticism 
of the Evian Conference exists; only 
several can be touched upon here. 
Thus it is entirely proper to point to 
the fact that countries having large 
tracts of unused land have already 
either definitely said, or unmistake- 
ably intimated that they would per- 
mit no mass immigration. The con- 
ference took no decided stand on the 
ground of the high principles involved 
in opposing this attitude. Of course, 
it is possible to say that this silence 
was motivated by considerations of 
diplomacy and that through the secret 
channels of diplomatic procedure pres- 
sure will be brought to change such 
point of view. That, however, begs the 
entire question. If the work of the 
Evian Conference and the subsequent- 
ly formed refugee office is to be any- 
thing other than a piecemeal and re- 
tail bargaining in human misery; if it 
is to proceed with a realization of the 
larger factors of world influence in- 
volved ; if it is, in a word, to be the 
answer of liberal democracy to the 
hatred and greed of the dictators, then 
the Evian Conference from the outset 
should have taken the high and firm 
position against the dictators which 
the conflict of ideals demands. That is 
to say, the mere possibility (and more 
than that it certainly is not) that fair 
and soft-spoken words may induce 
Hitler to allow a small stream of Jew- 
ish property to trickle out of Germany 
with the emigres is not a sufficient re- 
compense for the lost opportunity to 
state boldly words of condemnation 
of the whole phenomenon of forced 
emigration. The democracies must re- 
alize that even though the cost may be 
large and to some minds, staggering, 
nevertheless, that cost must be 
borne (if necessary) in great part or 
wholly by the democracies both out of 
the compulsion of humanitarian prin- 



ciples and because, further, in the long 
run the democracies will gain a thou- 
sand-fold in terms of human values, 
human abilities and in the contribu- 
tions of labor, productivity and genius 
which these emigres will bring to the 
countries of their adoption. 

In another respect, and to the Jew 
particularly, the Evian Conference 
has been thus far a disappointment. 
W e have a plain and simple choice in 
the resettlement of our European 
brethren. They march once again 
along the eternal road. Shall they drift 
aimlessly hither and yon to any and 
all of the countries, which may grudg- 
ingly admit them and where there may 
emerge again, as there has so often in 
the past, the spectre of anti-Semitism? 
Or shall they direct their march to the 
only country in the world where in re- 
ality they can be entirely free? We 
Jews (there are of course exceptions, 
unworthy of classification) have ac- 
cepted the latter alternative as the 
only solution to the problem of the 
unwelcome Jew, and see Palestine as 
the natural destination of the tramp- 
ing multitudes of Jewish refugees. 
The silence of the Evian Conference 
concerning imigration into Palestine, 
therefore, has been for us pregnant 
with pain and deeply disappointing. 
To find the conference annexed as a 
subsidiary to British imperial policy 
and pro tanto diverted from its high 
purposes and plain duty, came as a 
shock to the fondest hopes of the 
Jewish people. In this sense (and may 
we hope, in no other sense) the con- 
ference deserves the characterization 
expressed in the title of this article. 

And yet some optimism is permiss- 
able. There is a more or less recent 
experience which can be turned to 
good in this situation. The Nansen 
Commission on refugees, set up by the 
League of Nations after the war, ul- 
timately resettled millions of people 
and helped to give status to wanderers 
over all the face of Eastern Europe 
and Asia. That experience can be used 
effectively today by the refugees or- 
ganization. One basis, however, is 
fundamental. The democracies of the 
world must realize that this is their 
problem and a test of their principles. 
Just as a house divided must fall, so a 
world divided over a universal prin- 
ciple can know no rest and no peace 
until the principle of right triumphs. 
As long as refugees the world over 
beat out with weary feet the caca- 
phony of despair, so long is there no 
real freedom anywhere in the world. 
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 



Montrose Industrial Bank 

Is Now Open for Checking Accounts and Will 
Furnish its Depositors With a Complete and 
Efficient Banking Service. 

Deposits Insured up to $5,000 by 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

♦ 

EASTERN PARKWAY and KINGSTON AVENUE 

Bro. Stanley S. Storch Telephone 

PResident 4-1200 

Start The New Year Right Get The Best For Less 

Make my home your first stop when restocking your linen chest. 
Small overhead enables me to offer you real values 

IF IT'S NEW — I HAVE IT! 

It is my aim to offer the best values in both decorative and 
utility linens from every country available 

Here are a few items which I have to offer: 



IMPORTED and DOMESTIC sheets and pillow slips 

Imported linen sets (exclusive) 1 V2 yards to five yards 

Imported and Domestic Kitchen utility and show towels 

Imported and Domestic bath and show towels (plain and monograxned) 

Imported and Domestic block prints and hand painted cloths 

White percale quilt covers in fruit, flower, and basket design 

Swedish and Belgium quality blankets 

Allergie pillow slip and Swedish health towel 

Expert advice given to you in selecting your linen trousseau 
Be Smart, Buy Tested Quality - Let My Price Be Your Guide 

IRVING PERMAN 

1145 CARROLL STREET. BROOKLYN. N .Y. 

(Between Rogers and Nostrand Aves.) 

Telephone PResident 2-1659 



We join in the universal 
prayer of Jewry for a 
Happier New Year 
in the near future. 

TREE-MARK SHOE COMPANY 
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IS BRITAIN YIELDING TO 
BANDITRY? 

THE JEWISH THEATRE-A MOST 
FABULOUS INVALID 

A NOVELIST INSPIRED BY 
JUSTICE 

THE TORMENTED LIFE OF 
BENJAMIN DISRAELI 

PART II 

JEWISH EVENTS REVIEWED 



OCTOBER 



1938 



The 

Jewish Memorial Chapel 

"Brooklyn's Most Beautiful Funeral Home" 



MISIKOFF BROS. 
Funeral Directors 




1406 PITKIN AVE. 

At Eastern Parkway 
PRes. 34100 



Members of the Brooklyn Jewish Center 



CENTER FORUM 

A Platform for free and open dis- 
cussion of problems of interest 
by leading exponents in every 
field of human endeavor. Meets 
every Monday throughout the 
season. 


The following will address our Forum in the future: 
LUDWIG LORE — Oct 31st 
PROF. SCOTT NEARING —Nov. 7th 
PHYLLIS BOTTOME — Nov. 14th 
HENRY W. LONGFELLOW DANA — Nov. 28th 


The following is a partial list of speakers who are scheduled to address the Forum during the 


1938 - 1939 season: 




• PROF. HARRY ELMER BARNES 


e HON. JAMES G. McDONALD 


• DR. ROBERT GORDIS 


• MAURICE SAMUEL 


• DR. JOHN HAYNES HOLMES 


o GEORGE SOKOLSKY 


• PROF. HORACE M. KALLEN 


e SIR RONALD STORRS 


• DR. LUDWIG LEWISOHN 


• NORMAN THOMAS 


• DR. FRITZ WITTELS 
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Is Britain Yielding To Banditry 



IMPERIAL Britain cuts a sorry 
figure in world affairs today, and 
nowhere is the contrast between its 
tremendous might and the puny part 
it plays on the international stage 
greater than in Palestine. After two 
and one-half years of indecision in the 
face of disorder, it now begins to pre- 
pare for action. And even in these pre- 
parations there is a grotesque vacilla- 
tion. One gets the feeling of Rip Van 
Winkle just awakened from a long 
sleep. Has the sleep brought refresh- 
ing new vigor or has it merely dulled 
still further the edge of will and the 
power of action? 

We do not know clearly the answer 
to this riddle; and in the fact of our 
ignorance lies perhaps the greatest 
source of our danger. A peril under- 
stood can be fought in the open. Vic- 
tory or defeat may lie in the balance; 
but at least men can plan and act with 
the satisfied knowledge that they are 
doing their best to meet a danger. A 
pitched battle, like a major surgical 
operation, decides an issue once and 
for all and at least brings the stability 
of a final result. But guerrilla warfare 
is like putting a poultice on a cancer 
in that it merely aggravates the patient 
and prolongs his agony. 

So Jews in and out of the Yishub 
have had reason to feel about the Brit- 
ish procedure in the Holy Land. Many 
months have passed since the Peel 
Commission rendered its report recom- 
mending the partition of Palestine in- 
to a Jewish State, an Arab State and 
a British enclave. Had we at any time 
during these months known that the 
recommendation would ripen into a de- 
finite policy that at least would have 
given us a definite basis for program 
and action. Zionism can, of course, ac- 
cept the idea of a Jewish state. Only 
the details of geography, size and re- 
sources would have need to be settled. 
A little more or a little less; a little 
sooner or a bit later ; somewhat richer, 
perhaps poorer : these are matters for 



negotiation and depend for settlement 
only on the will to justice and equity. 
The certainty, however, has always 
been lacking that Britain has been de- 
termined to implement the Peel report, 
and Jews have been left during these 
months in a miasma of anxiety. 

Nor has that been the worst of the 
situation. The Jew has learnt the les- 
son of patience. "We have waited two 
thousand years ; we can wait a while 
longer." Thus Jews could say to each 
other as days passed. 

But murder and arsen and insur- 
rection are cut from a different cloth. 

The Yishub has had the right to ex- 
pect that Britain would at least main- 
tain the elementary forms of civil 
government in Palestine during any 
period of planning and negotiation. It 
appeared ;imp<^ssible — in prospect at 
least — that police officers could be shot 
by bandits in police stations. It was in- 
conceivable — in prospect at least — that 
a bank could be looted and the mails 
interfered with. Unless you are a Hit- 
ler with thousands of airplanes, or a 
Mussolini with hundreds of submarines, 
you would seem to take great risk in 
annoying the British lion. And Pales- 
tine is not Czechoslovakia. It is under- 
standable (although the realization 
brings with it something akin to nau- 
sea) that a Tory cabinet can sacrifice a 
distant country in the heart of Europe. 
Fear can cripple honor and men can 
stulify their birthright of moral grand- 
eur and national honor for the pot- 
tage of immediate safety. (And perhaps 
even politics enters into such a situa- 
tion, for Prime Ministers live softly 
in 10 Downing Street and dislike giv- 
ing up the perquisites of office). But 
Palestine is vital to the British Em- 
pire. It is the very central ganglion of 
the whole nerve-sys*tem o,f imperial 
communications. It lies distant but one 
hour's airplane travel from the Suez 
Canal. How, therefore, can Britain 
have permitted a state of insurrection 



to develop to a point where it perils 
the life-line of empire? 

The question can be debated and dis- 
cussed ad nauseam, and varying ans- 
wers found to the satisfaction of every 
point of view. It all becomes academic, 
however, in the face of larger issues. 
And these issues are now becoming 
somewhat clearer, although even now 
they are by no means certain. Thus it 
is safe to prophesy that there will be 
no partition — no Arab state and cer- 
tainly no autonomous Jewish state. 
The British, for a while at least, will 
fall back on their old policy of muddl- 
ing through any situation rather than 
face the necessity of clearcut decisions. 
It must be borne in mind that the 
change comes for reasons which all 
men must find base and cowardly. The 
reversal in policy does not arise out of 
a reasoned consideration of fact and 
circumstances. Nor is it a natural ev- 
olution from the starting point of the 
Mandate. Confessedly, if it comes, it 
will be a surrender to Arab violence 
and a further step along the path of 
"appeasement." It is but another ex- 
ample of the "realism" of the Chamber- 
lain government which has swiftly and 
with a devastating completeness brought 
Great Britain down low in the dust of 
national dishonor and international im- 
potance. It is temporizing in a situa- 
tion where every concession breeds fur- 
ther demands. It is another milestone 
along the road which, if travelled much 
further, will inevitably destroy the 
British Empire. 

Let us be quite frank with ourselves. 
There are a good many reasons why 
few tears would be shed if the Empire 
should dissolve into its constitutent ele- 
ments. On the poisonous plane of mod- 
ern international politics, Britain has 
managed to reach a new low. "Per- 
fidious Albion" has daily become a 
more fitting epithet. Ethiopia, Spain, 
China, Czechoslovakia, Palestine — 
the role of dishonor runs longer as the 
months pass. But there is another side 
to the picture. Britain under a Tory 
cabinet is the dark side ; Britain under 
'the lead of Liberals can present a dif- 
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ferent aspect. It is true that Chamber- 
lain has set the policy in these instan- 
ces. But the cleansing element of crit- 
icism has not been lacking. Many sec- 
tions of English citizenry see the base- 
ness of his policy; and it is still pos- 
sible to hope that England may yet 
come to understand that her own safe- 
ty is indissoluably tied together with 
the needs of international law and 
with a peace based not on force but on 
honor. 

At any rate, we Jews must continue 
to act on that premise. With us there 
is no question of matching armaments. 
We cannot frighten Downing Street 
with the bogey of air raids. We can 
only stand on the letter of our rights 
as guaranteed in the Mandate. Never 
for a moment may we concede that im- 
perial policy can disregard Jewish 
rights. If England wishes to buy her 
peace with the Arabs, let her do so at 
her own cost and not with the blood 
and tears of Jews. There must be no 
stoppage of immigration; there must 
be no curtailment of land sales. There 
must be no further pandering to band- 
itry. There must be no trafficking in 
Jewish misery. 

And we Jews must rely almost en- 
tirely on ourselves to effect this result. 
In a world gone mad with force and 
militarism, it may sound foolish to 
talk of honor and justice. And yet there 
is wisdom in such talk, for honor and 
justice have been the fulcrum which has 
raised mankind from barbarism to civ- 
ilization. We have fought for two mil- 
lenia with only these weapons at our 
command. We must continue to fight 
with a unity that equals the desperate- 
ness of the case and in hopeful reli- 
ance on the strength of our claims. "To 
your tents, Oh Israel." 

— William I. Siegel 
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THOSE who attended our services 
on Shemini Atzeret will long re- 
member the thrill we all exper- 
ienced because of the Congregation's 
response to the appeal that was made 
in behalf of our stricken brethren ab- 
road. We are accustomed to appeals. 
Thank heaven, our Center is not like 
those Temples — of which, alas, there 
are quite a few — that think it is the es- 
sence of religion to shelter their mem- 
bers from the act of giving. Just a few 
weeks ago, on Kol Nidre eve, we made 
an appeal for a program of expansion 
in our own institution. The response was 
gratifying then. When the suggestion 
was made that an appeal should come 
from the pulpit at this Holiday also, a 
number were pessimistic. "It is too 
soon." they said. And yet, within twen- 
ty minutes after the last word of the 
appeal was spoken about five thousand 
dollars was pledged, in addition to the 
more than six thousand dollars contrib- 



uted by our members for the same 
cause a few months ago, at a dinner 
called in behalf of the Joint Distribu- 
tion Committee. 

But it was not only the amount rais- 
ed that thrilled us. It was the spontan- 
eity of the response, the spirit in which 
the contributions were offered. There 
was a religious zeal in the announce- 
ments. No one had to be coaxed. There 
was a willingness to give such as we 
have rarely witnessed at any gather- 
ing. Everyone felt it his and her sacred 
duty to give. Men, who had already 
subscribed and who could have sat idly 
by, doubled their gifts, and had the 
gratification of helping in a larger 
measure their grief-stricken people. 

To those who had a share in that 
thrill of giving, I want to express the 
fervent prayer that God may reward 
them a thousand-fold for what they 
did in behalf of those who look to us 
for help. —I. H. L. 



BRITISH TRADITION AND PALESTINE 



THIS is not an easy hour for Great 
Britain. It is beset by many pro- 
blems and hardships and we sympath- 
ize with her in her period of stress. 
But we hope that for the sake of the 
historic traditions of the British Em- 
pire as well as for the Jewish people, 
England will not act in the present 
Palestine situation without giving ser- 
ious consideration to the great disaster 
that would overwhelm Jewry if Jew- 
ish immigration into Palestine were 



stopped or sharply curtailed. 

The Jews of Palestine will stand 
firm in their heroic self-restraint and 
courage under fire. We expect Great 
Britain to reward that spirit not with 
frustration but with a reaffirmation of 
her friendship and sympathy for the 
Jewish people. 

— From an address by Solomon 
Goldman, President of the Zion- 
ist Organization of America. 



INSTITUTE OF JEWISH 

HE Institute of Jewish Studies for 
Adults has begun its sixth sea- 
son at the Brooklyn Jewish Center. 

From present indications it appears 
that the enrollment will be greater 
than at any time in the past. Courses 
will be given on Tues. and Thurs. 
evenings at 8 and 9 o'clock. There are 
four courses in conversational Hebrew 
and Bible starting with a beginners' 
class and going to advanced studies 
which will be taught by Mr. Benjamin 
Hirsh, Miss Irene Bush, Miss LRlie 
Rubee and Miss Betty Unger. 

There will be lecture courses in 
Talmud giving an outline of the prin- 
ciples and development of Talmudic 
Jurisprudence and other courses in 
the study of the text of the Talmud, 
both given by Dr. Michael Higger. A 
course in Bible literature will again be 
given this year by Mr. Louis J. Gri- 



STUDIES FOR ADULTS 

betz. A course in Jewish history from 
the earliest times to the destruction of 
the second Temple will be given ; first 
term by Mr. Emanuel Edelstein and 
the second term by Mr. Mordecai Ha- 
levi. A new course was added to the 
curriculum this year on the philosophy 
of the Jewish religion which will give 
the interpretations of the great Jew- 
ish philosophers on many of the con- 
cepts of the Jewish religion. This 
course will be given by Mr. Abraham 
Spiro, a former student in the Depart- 
ment of Semitics in Columbia Uni- 
versity. 

There is no charge for instruction 
except for a nominal registration fee 
of $2 for Center members and $3 for 
non-members taking one course, and 
a registration fee of $3 for Center 
members and $4 for non-members 
taking two or more courses. 
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THE JEWS OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA 



By HEINRICH B. KRANZ 



Heinrich B. Kranz is a noted Viemiese 
journalist and playwright who came to 
this country ten months ago, just be- 
fore the Anschluss. He zvas a staff 
zvritcr on the "Neues Wiener Journal," 
specializing in comment on political 
events. For a number of years he was 
the dramatic correspondent for the 
"Nezv York Times." He is now lec- 
turing, and contributing to American 
magazines and newspapers. 



THREE hundred and fifty thou- 
sand Jews live in that part of 
Czechoslovakia which was con- 
demned to death by the four powers 
in Munich. We cannot see what des- 
tiny is ahead of that country today. 
The vultures are still battling over the 
corpse of a once proud and democratic 
republic. How big will Hungary's 
share be, how great Poland's booty, 
will Hitler content himself with the 
areas which were voluntarily ceded to 
him by England and France? 

The Czech Jews live in trembling 
uncertainty. Whither will they be 
driven? How many of them will fall 
into the hands of the Nazis who are 
already preparing concentration camps 
for them? How many will become 
Hungarian nationals over night? 

One thing we can say at this date. 
At least a quarter of a million Jews 
were surrendered to a sad future by 
the Munich pact. 

But the European Jew is accustom- 
ed to being persecuted and exiled. 
Why is the fate of the Czech Jews 
particularly terrible? Why must we 
consider their lot still more horrible 
than that of the German and Austrian 
Jews? Because the Czech Jews are 
suffering a tragic fate in two direc- 
tions. They were not only betrayed by 
the Sudeten Germans. They are now 
being left in the lurch by the Czechs 
as well; the same Czechs who begged 
for their help when war seemed im- 
minent. 

At that time the Jews believed that 
they must stand loyally and willingly 
behind a state which appeared to be 
the bulwark of democracy. That 
proved to be an error. Today the 
Czechs are seeking the friendship of 
that Hitler who robbed them of their 
most valuable territory and most flour- 
ishing cities. And the price of this 
curious friendship is the Jews, sacri- 



fice and martyrs of a peace which 
makes no one happy. 

What do we hear from Prague? 
"German Jews resident in the Sude- 
ten areas who came to Prague met 
orders by the Czech police to turn 
back. There are supposed to be some 
twenty thousand of them, and efforts 
to have the Czech government rescind, 
or at least suspend, its refusal to al- 
low them to settle in Czechoslovakia 
have thus far been unsuccessful." We 
hear further that Hitler had an inter- 
view with the Czech Foreign Minister, 
Dr. Frantisek Chvalkovsky. Undoubt- 
edly the Jews were discussed. Any op- 
portunity is good enough for the 
Fuehrer to assail the Jews — it is so 
easy to slaughter defenseless victims. 

One thing is true: the Jews of Czech- 
oslovakia, as Czechs, have a history 
only twenty years long. But their his- 
tory as Germans is a thousand years 
old. 

For more than ten centuries Jews 
have lived in the territory of the old 
Czechoslovakia. For more than ten 



HUNDREDS of penniless Jews 
are living in ditches between the 
German and Czechoslovak army lines. 
The Nazis are depriving Jews of all 
possessions and expelling them from 
occupied Sudeten territories and 
Czechoslovak authorities refuse to al- 
low them to enter the republic. 

From Lobositz all Jews were driven 
across the frontiers into the belt sep- 
arating the German and Czech armies. 
When they arrived at the Czechoslo- 
vak lines the Jews were sent back to 
Lobositz. Here the Germans again ex- 
pelled them. 

The homeless Jews are sleeping in 
ditches. A Jewish woman in Prague 
received a letter from one of these 
Jews, an expectant mother, saying: 
"We are lying beneath hedges. We 
have no money and our only clothing 
is what we were wearing when ex- 
pelled." 



centuries they, surrounded by Slavs, 
were the forerunners of Germanism 
in these lands. They were often per- 
secuted for it, but they remained good 
Germans. They wanted no relations 
with the Czechs, did not want to speak 
their language nor participate in their 
nationalist struggles. They remained 
good Jews and good Germans. 

What would the University of 
Prague — one of the oldest in the 
world — be without Jewish professors 
and Jewish students? How small and 
unimportant would the cities of Karls- 
bad, Teplitz-Schoenau, Bruenn, and 
Reichenberg be today if Jewish brains, 
Jewish industry, and Jewish capital 
had not made them into flourishing 
centers of German industry and cul- 
ture? Ninety per cent of what Ger- 
mans contributed in Bohemia and Mo- 
ravia was the work of Jews. The Ger- 
mans would long since have been as- 
similated by the Czechs if the Jews 
had not resisted violently time and 
again. 

(Continued on next page) 



South of Bruenn 150 Jews are in a 
similar plight. They have been living 
in ditches since Saturday. Near Kos- 
titz are fifty-two, one aged 76. Near 
Reigern are fifty-one. Many women 
and children are among these re- 
fugees. 

The refugee center at Bruenn sent 
a carload of food for the victims near 
Reigern, but the local Czechoslovak 
authorities would not allow it to pass 
through the frontier. 

A sudden change in the weather to- 
day from Indian Summer to cold Au- 
tumn rain intensifies the plight of the 
victims. 

The Prague Refugee Committee was 
informed today that 150 British, 200 
French and 100 Scandinavian visas 
had been granted to political refugees 
from Sudetenland. The committee is 
giving preference to those whose lives 
would be in danger if they were forced 
to return to Germany. 



OUSTED SUDETEN JEWS LIVE IN DITCHES 

(A reprint of a dispatch to the New York Times from Prague, ; datcd Oct. 9) 
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The history of German literature 
and music in Czechoslovakia is equal- 
ly the history of Jewish performance. 
Hundreds of poets, painters, musi- 
cians, and inventors were counted 
among the "great sons of Germany" 
up to 1933. In our day it was prin- 
cipally the composers, Gustav Mahler 
and Erich Wolfgang Korngold, who 
achieved world fame — in the name of 
the German people. Of the authors, 
Franz Werfel, Max Brod, Franz 
Kafka, Egon Erwin Kisch, Hugo Sa- 
lus, among many others, had a place 
in every history of German literature 
— printed prior to 1933. Karl Arn- 
stein, of Prague, was the most out- 
standing and respected designer in the 
Zeppelin works. 

Jewish actors, directors, and sing- 
ers held first rank among all the Ger- 
man theatres and opera houses of 
Czechoslovakia. (Max Reinhardt, who 
is considered Viennese, was born in 
Czechoslovakia). The audience was 
also for the most part Jewish. They 
wanted to maintain Germanism, and 
so they seldom went to the Czech 
theatre. The money for these theatres, 
and the money for concert-halls, was 
contributed by Jews. 

The development of industry in the 
German areas of Czechoslovakia 
shows the same picture. The first big 
textile factories in Prague, Bruenn, 
Iglau, Bielitz, Reichenberg, Prossnitz, 
were founded by Jews. The textile in- 
dustry is among the most outstanding 
in the republic. In the Napoleonic 
Wars it was a Jewish textile manufac- 
turer who supplied the Austrian army 
with uniforms. At that time Prossnitz 
became the center of the Moravian 
cotton production. The dry goods busi- 
ness was also almost entirely in Jew- 
ish hands. And the Guttmann family, 
long since ennobled, not only control- 
led huge coal mines, but also Wittko- 
witz, the greatest iron works in En- 
rope. In Moravia, the sugar industry 
was started by Jews. Everywhere 
Jewish enterprise led the way. Jews 
ranked at the top of the German social 
circles. 

But all this love of Germanism was 
rewarded by the grossest ingratitude. 
Events followed an inevitable course. 
No sooner had the Nazis seized con- 
trol in Germany than the Germans of 
Sudetenland showed their true charac- 
ter. Jews were boycotted. Jewish chil- 
dren were shown discrimination in the 
schools. Almost all the newspapers 
burst into anti-Semitic invective. 



Everything the Jews had contributed 
was forgotten. Soon things came to 
such a pass that the music of Bo- 
hemian-Jewish composers was no 
longer played, the works of Bohemian- 
Jewish authors burned, actors and mu- 
sicians were reduced to starvation, and 
industrialists ruined by boycott. 
Throughout the Sudeten area Hen- 
leinists are now seizing Jewish pro- 
perty and installing Nazi commissars 
in Jewish-owned shops. Houses of re- 
fugees have been broken open and of- 
ficers installed in them. 

* * * 

It was only during the last years 
that the Jews began to see there was 
no place left for them among the Ger- 
mans. From then on they began to ap- 
proach the Czechs, sent their children 
to Czech schools, went to Czech thea- 
tres, read the Czech papers. But it was 
too late. 

True, wherever the Jews entered 
artistic enterprises they quickly won 
fame and esteem. The most important 
Czech dramatist of our day is Franti- 
sek Langer — a Jew. And Jaromir 
Weinberger, also a Jew, is considered 
the greatest composer. But all this did 
not help much. Soon the Czechs, who 
had tried for so long to curry favor 
with the Jews, began to show them- 
selves their enemies. 

As early as July of this year, Nar- 
odni Politika, the largest Czech news- 
paper stated in an article which caused 
much excitement : "We refuse to take 
up the Jews. We accuse the Jews of 
( 1 ) always following their own inter- 
ests, (2) making use of all foreign na- 
tions, (3) letting Jewish emigrants 
from Germany and Austria try to get 
rich at the expense of Czech citizens, 
(4) trying every possible trick to 
evade paying taxes, (5) acting as 
spies (!), (6) rousing unrest and re- 
volution wherever they live, (7) 
speaking German ( !), (8) demand- 
ing privileges to which they are not 
entitled." The article ended with a de- 
finite threat to drive the Jews out of 
Czechoslovakia. 

Expelled by the Germans and in 
danger of being exiled by the Czechs 
the Bohemian Jews see no way out 
of their spiritual agony. Doubly be- 
trayed, these desperate people want 
to emigrate. But all the borders are 
closed. Jews are not let into Poland 
or Hungary. Suicide is the order of 
the day. One of the first to choose 
voluntary death was Dr. Rudolf Tho- 



mas, the editor-in-chief of the most 
important and liberal German paper, 
the Pragcr Tageblatt. 

* * * 

When the Czechoslovak Republic 
was founded in 1918 it comprised, 
first, the historic properties of the Bo- 
hemian crown : Bohemia, Moravia and 
Silesia. Second, two large areas which 
had formerly belonged to Hungary, 
Slovakia and Ruthenia. The Czech 
Jews fall into three groups corres- 
ponding to this geographic composi- 
tion : the Bohemian-Moravian group, 
the Slovak group, and the Ruthenian 
group. Each of these groups has a 
different history and correspondingly 
different characteristics. The Bohem- 
ian-Moravian Jews are like the Aus- 
trian Jews, liberal, progressive, and 
assimilated Germans. But in Silesia a 
definite Polish influence makes itself 
felt. In Slovakia the Jews are assimi- 
lated Hungarians, and often good 
Hungarian patriots. In Ruthenia the 
Jews can hardly be distinguished from 
the Russian Jews. They are very or- 
thodox, terribly poor, and hardly 
touched by western culture. 

The industrial situations are equal- 
ly different. Thus three per cent of 
the Jews in Bohemia and Moravia are 
engaged in agriculture, eleven per cent 
in Slovakia, and as high as twenty- 
seven per cent in Ruthenia. In Bo- 
hemia and Silesia forty-seven per cent 
are in trade, in Slovakia, forty-six 
per cent, and in Ruthenia only twenty- 
six per cent. On the other hand, inns 
and public-houses are a Jewish busi- 
ness in Ruthenia. Seventy-six per cent 
of the Ruthenian Jews engaged in 
business are proprietors of hostelries. 

The Czech Republic was one of the 
few European countries in which the 
Jews were recognized as a national 
minority. 205,000 Jews acknowledged 
themselves as belonging to the Jew- 
ish nationality, 87,000 to the Czech 
nation, 46,000 to the German, 17,000 
to the Hungarian, and 1,500 to the 
Ruthenian. If we consider the coun- 
tries separately we see that ninety-five 
per cent of the Ruthenians — that is, 
the orthodox group — considered them- 
selves Jews, and only twenty per cent 
of the Bohemian-Moravians, who 
thus were proved to be much more 
assimilated. 

The 355,000 Jews constituted 2.6% 
of the total population of Czechoslo- 
vakia. In a recent census eighty thou- 
sand Jews were counted in Bohemia, 
{Continued on page 23) 
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THE JEWISH THEATRE - A MOST 
FABULOUS INVALID 



Leon Cyrstal, who tvrote this ap- 
praisal of the Yiddish Theatre for 
the "Review," is the Sunday Editor 
of the "Jewish Daily Forward" and a 
well knwon authority on the Jewish 
stage. He directed one of the "Pin 
and Needles" companies. 



By LEON CRYSTAL 



IF The Fabulous Invalid, the title 
coined by George S. Kaufman and 
Moss Hart for their current play, 
is to remain a nickname for the legi- 
timate stage in general, the Jewish 
stage merits the title The Most Fabu- 
lous. Its ills are even greater and its 
plight much sadder than the afflic- 
tions of the stage as a whole, 'but 
with the advent of each new theatrical 
season there is a resurgence of life 
and a spurt of new activities. 

The current season started with 
nine theatres in New York, which is 
the seat of the Jewish theatrical em- 
pire. And an empire it truly is, be- 
cause its activities are carried on sim- 
ultaneously in the United States, Po- 
land, Soviet Russia, Rumania, France, 
Argentina, Brazil, South Africa and 
all the other countries where there is 
a Yiddish speaking population of any 
size. As for Palestine, where the rec- 
ognized language of the Jews is He- 
brew, it can boast of two theatrical 
institutions, Habima and Ohel, of con- 
siderable artistic merit. Both are hard 
at work preparing for a prolonged 
visit to New York during the com- 
ing World's Fair. 

The Habima, the older of the two 
Hebrew companies, a theatrical organ- 
ization which, curiously enough, was 
started in Moscow during the first 
years of the revolution, went through 
its formative stages under the aegis 
of some of the guiding spirits of the 
Moscow Art Theatre. Prior to their 
settling in their natural homeland this 
company of players appeared briefly in 
New York and left an indelible im- 
pression with their consummate art- 
istry and their devotion to high ideals 
of beauty. The Ohel is a purely Pales- 
tinian product, and its artistic stand- 
ards are as high as the cultural as- 
pirations of the young Jewish com- 
munity of which it is a part. Both Heb- 
rew companies would be a distinct cre- 
dit to any national group anywhere. 



Unfortunately this cannot always 
be said of the Yiddish theatre. To be 
sure, the Yiddish theatre has vitality 
and an abundance of acting talent. It 
has a large and receptive audience. It 
fills a real need not only in the lives 
of those Jewish masses whose lang- 
uage is predominantly Yiddish, but 
also of those assimilated groups who 
preserve a love for, and loyalty to 
their racial brethren. It is in a posi- 
tion to benefit by the large measure 
of lofty spiritual solidarity among the 
Jews of our day and by the revived 
interest in the cultural and artistic 
values which are inherent in the Jew- 
ish tradition and in Jewish life. This 
has been proved in recent years by the 
phenomenal success of I. J. Singer's 
Yoshe Kalb and The Brothers Ash- 
kenazi at the Yiddish Art Theatre. 

But the Yiddish theatre often dis- 
plays a lamentable lack of appreciation 
of its own potential prowess. It seldom 
keeps in sight the more profound as- 
pects of its mission and — with very 
few exceptions- — it is deficient in com- 
munal responsibility and artistic in- 
tegrity. 

It would not be difficult to discover 
the causes for the existing condition. 
But that is a matter of concern to the 
sociologist. The playgoers are concern- 
ed only with the stage offerings with 
which they are presented and not with 
the deductions of the sociologist, no 



matter how valid the arguments of his 
apologies may be. If The Most Fabu- 
lous Invalid is to continue — and con- 
tinue it will — to surprise us again with 
its tenacity, it is important that the 
surprise should not be accompanied by 
a shock to our sensibilities. The Yid- 
dish theatre has a tradition which, if 
emulated and carried on with courage 
and imagination, could be a source 
of consolation, strength, joy and pride 
which all true art is. 

The traditional repertory of the 
Yiddish theatre is one of the most 
colorful theatrical phenomena. As far 
back as three score of years ago it had 
the naive and richly embroidered mu- 
sical pieces of Abraham Goldfaden. 
Toward the end of the last and in the 
beginning of this century it was vi- 
brantly alive with the forceful dramas 
of Jacob Gordin. In the two decades 
preceding the present one it gained 
exuberance, depth and glamour with 
the tragi-comedies of the immortal 
Sholem Aleichem, with Sholem Asch's 
truly great drama The God of Ven- 
geance, with the whimsical comedies 
by Ossip Dymov and with the thor- 
oughly delightful folk-plays by Peretz 
Hirshbein. 

Through this illustrious repertoiy 
great actors of the respective periods 
revealed themselves. In the course of 
the Goldfaden and Gordin periods the 
Yiddish theatre witnessed the develop- 
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ment to full stature of players who 
would easily take first rank on any 
stage : the inimitable genius of com- 
edy, Sigmund Mogulesco, the majes- 
tically eloquent Jacob P. Adler, the 
great tragedian, David Kessler, the 
imposing Boris Thomashef sky, and 
such enchanting dramatic actresses as 
Bertha Kalich, Sarah Adler, Kennie 
Liptzin, Esther Rachel Kaminsky, and 
that unforgettable "eternal mother," 
Binah Abramowitch. 

Toward the end of the Gordin 
period the prestige of the Yiddish 
stage had reached such heights that it 
attracted a number of Jewish actors 
from the much more lucrative and 
more eminent German stage. One of 
them, Rudolph Schildkraut, who un- 
doubtedly was one of the greatest ac- 
tors within the memory of this gener- 
ation, embraced the Yiddish stage for 
a considerable number of years, and 
by example and influence made a pro- 
found contribution to the further de- 
velopment of creative acting in the 
Jewish theatre. 

The post-Gordin period of the Yid- 
dish stage brought forth a new wealth 
of acting talent : Ludwig Satz, Jacob 
Ben-Ami, Muni Weisenfreind (later 
Paul Muni of film fame), Maurice 
Schwartz, Samuel Goldinburg, Celia 
Adler, Bertha Gerston, Lazar Freed, 
Isidore Cashier, Mark Schweid, Anna 
Appel, Joseph Bulov, B. Baratov and 
a whole galaxy of musical comedy 
stars, with Molly Picon holding the 
center of the stage among them. Of 
these Maurice Schwartz developed in- 
to the most enterprising director the 
Yiddish theatre ever had, and all of 
them, with one exception — Paul Muni 
— are contributing their matured abili- 
ties to the present day productions. 



There is, however, a definite lack of 
rapport between the Yiddish writing 
fraternity and those in command of 
the playhouses. The managers of the 
Yiddish theatres are not averse to pro- 
ducing artistic plays, provided, how- 
ever, such plays in turn produce in- 
stant revenue of the size that is known 
to come from tried vehicles. There is, 
indeed, little encouragement for the 
serious-minded aspiring playright. The 
only organization that brought forth 
new dramaturgical material in recent 
years was Maurice Schwartz' Yiddish 
Art Theatre. And symptomatically 
enough, it has been, and continues to 
be, the most successful of them all. 

The Yiddish Art Theatre, under the 
direction of Maurice Schwartz, has 
the distinction of carrying on the best 
traditions of the Yiddish stage and of 
attracting the interest not only of the 
more assimilated Jews, but even of 
the general American theatre-going 
community. All of the other Yid- 
dish playhouses are devoted main- 
ly to popular musicals or stereotyped 
melodramas. These are so remarkably 
reminiscent of one another, and so 
true to type, that one cannot view 
them without being amazed at the loy- 
alty and endurance of the not infre- 
quently sizable audiences. Fortunate- 
ly, the sameness of these productions 
is relieved by the personal charm of 
an individual player, or by an occa- 
sional good tune. 

This season Maurice Schwartz again 
leads the Yiddish theatre with his 
adaptation of Sholem Asch's "Three 
Cities." It is Mr. Schwartz' most am- 
bitious and most elaborate production, 
and it is lavishly endowed with scen- 
ery, costumes, mob-scenes, incidental 
music and a variety of light and sound 
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effects. 

Some of the foremost Yiddish ac- 
tors have been recruited by the direc- 
tor for this play. Jacob Ben-Ami, af- 
ter an absence from the Yiddish stage 
for several years, was lured back into 
the fold to play the main role, while 
Maurice Schwartz, heretofore the 
leading actor in so many of his pro- 
ductions, has taken a minor role in 
order to devote himself to the staging 
of the play. Ben-Ami renders a spotty 
but interesting performance in the 
role of a young Russian- Jewish neuro- 
tic idealist, Mirkin, obsessed with an 
irresistible Oedipus complex and an 
intense passion for humanity. B. Bar- 
atov, as the wealthy, hard-headed and 
life - loving father of the much-per- 
plexed young idealist, succeeds in cre- 
ating a highly impressive character, 
while Lazar Freed, Isidore Cashier, 
Bertha Gersten, Anna Appel and 
Genia Schlitt, a newly-imported ac- 
tress from Palestine, render fine and 
sensitive performances. There are in 
addition many other bits of impressive 
acting, not the least of which is that 
of Maurice Schwartz himself in the 
role of a Jewish teacher and Polish 
patriot. But a great deal of these 
superior histrionics is lost in the maze 
of loosely woven fragmentary scenes 
into which the famous novel was cast. 
More than twenty such scenes, of 
varied consequence and merit, are par- 
aded on an enormous turntable revolv- 
ing at frequent intervals before the 
eyes of -the audience. The sets by 
Samuel Leve are compact and often 
strikingly effective, but the stage de- 
signer shares the lot of the leading 
players as a result of the hopelessly 
faulty dramaturgy. 

The story, dealing as it does with 
life in St. Petersburg, Warsaw and 
Moscow before and during the Rus- 
sian Revolution, loses momentum and 
coherence in inverse ratio to the 
mounting number of scenes, and it 
ends on a note of extreme vagueness. 

It is a matter of record that the 
strongest conviction the Yiddish Art 
Theatre carried with the enormous au- 
diences it enjoyed during the run of 
The Brothers Ashkenazi was due to 
the poignant Jewishness of the play's 
message and the baring of the stark 
tragedy of Jewish life during war and 
revolution. The Asch novel, though 
less definite in its aim and content 
than the Singer work, is quite similar 
in intent and effect, but in its stage 
{Continued on page 20) 
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A Novelist Inspired By Justice 

Bv JACOB KAPLAN 



THERE are two Germanys," 
said Heywood Broun recently, 
"the Germany of Hitler and 
the Germany of Goethe, Schiller, and 
Thomas Mann." 

Rare, indeed, is the writer 1 who pays 
homage to the Germany of Hitler. 

This is, of course, not difficult to 
understand. Nazidom has declared 
war on all human culture. Its apolo- 
gists proudly declare their hatred of 
the best in human civilization and 
boast nauseatingly that Barbarism 
rather than a worthwhile culture is 
the goal of the Hitlerites. "When I 
hear the word culture, I get my 
Browning ready," shouts Herr Johst, 
a sycophantic Nazi dramatist. Blank, a 
Fascist philosopher, declares: "We 
(The Nazis) consider the slogan 
'Back to Barbarism,' which has come 
up in the last few years, as one of the 
best battle cries." 

It is therefore not at all surprising 
to find virtually all the important 
writers of our day in the camp of anti- 
Fascism. Their literary creations re- 
veal a refreshing and sincere hatred 
for the Barbarism which is Fascism. 
Whether writing about the past or the 
present, these writers have clarioned 
their fearless condemnation of Nazi 
fanaticism to the far corners of the 
earth. Thus, Thomas Mann, Stefan 
Zweig, Bruno Frank and Franz Wer- 
fel have recently given us historical 
novels which resurrect vividly the hu- 
manist traditions of the past epoch in 
which Justice, Tolerance and Freedom 
prevailed in the civilized world. Their 
historical novels are anti-Fascist in 
content because on one can read them 
without loving the great progressive 
traditions of mankind and hating the 
irrational fanaticism and injustice of 
contemporary Hitlerdom. 

Not all of these writers turn to the 
vehicle of the historical novel to chal- 
lenge Fascism. Many writers, such as 
Leon Feuchtwanger in The Opper- 
manns, and Andre Malreaux in Days 
<o/ Wrath, place themselves in unequi- 
vocal opposition to Fascism by giving 
us an animated portrait of its present 
day turbulent horrors and havoc. To 
this group belongs Phyllis Bottome, 
whose novel, The Mortal Storm, has 
aroused considerable interest in Eng- 
land and the United States. 



Phyllis Bottome is an Englishwoman 
who in private life is Mrs. Ernan 
Fowles-Dennis. Ever since her first 
novel appeared in this country in 1914, 
the literary world has known her as a 
prolific and competent novelist who 
has produced a number of books 
with American, French, English and 
German backgrounds. Nomad that she 
is by inclination, Phyllis Bottome has 
paused in her many travels to blend 
a consuming interest in people, a wide 
knowledge of world affairs and inter- 
national diplomacy, and a capacity as 
a linguist into a brilliant literary tal- 
ent. Up to the writing of The Mortal 
Storm she was familiar to us because 
of her Private Worlds, a psychological 
novel about psychiatrists and the in- 
mates of an insane asylum. This book 
revealed that Miss Bottome has put 
her many years of study with Alfred 
Adler, the psychoanalyst, to the great- 
est advantage. 

She was living in Germany at the 
time of the advent of the Hitler re- 
gime and in her latest work has given 
an honest, pellucid, and moving pic- 
ture of family life in Germany. Pro- 
fessor Roth ,the Jewish scientist, and 
his family are very typical in Ger- 
many today. Shortly after the fateful 
accendancy of Hitler, Oscar Goldberg 
and a scientific friend pointed out in 
an analysis of the families of Ger- 
many that fully one-fourth of them 
had some trace of Jewish blood. In 
other words, Jew and Gentile had 
joined in many harmonious marriages 
before they were stricken by the 
scourge of Fascism. 

Frau Roth, the Professor's Gentile 
wife, has been married before to Herr 
Von Rohn. From this marriage she 
brings two sons, Olaf and Emil, who 
accept the Nazi faith with fanatical, 
passionate enthusiasm. With Profes- 
sor Roth she has had two children, 
Freya, the pivot of the family, and 
young Rudi. With great earnestness, 
Professor and Frau Roth, and their 
son and daughter, espouse the cause 
of liberalism against the Nazi views 
and activities of Olaf and Emil. It is 
this irreconcilable antagonism which 
splits the family, and brings about a 
truly human tragedy. 

Freya encounters Hans Breitner, a 
German peasant lad of great intelli- 




gence, Communist in political belief. 
The occasion of his visit to the Roth 
home brings into the open the ideolo- 
gical conflict that has been lying dor- 
mant in the family. A touching scene 
takes place in the living room where 
the Roth parents and Freya plead with 
Olaf and Emil for tolerance of the 
views of others. In particular, they 
urge them to show some hospitality 
to Freya's guest, Hans. This Emil 
and Olaf refuse. Not only do they 
absent themselves from the house but 
proceed to don Nazi storm-troop re- 
galia and attack Hans when he re- 
turns with Freya from a visit to the 
Tiergarten. Only the stern interfer- 
ence of Frau Roth saves Hans from 
a severe beating. 

From this point onward, the Roth 
household becomes "a house divided 
against itself." The cleavage becomes 
deeper and deeper. Freya falls des- 
perately in love with Hans. The Nazis 
begin to persecute Professor Roth 
more and more in their own inimit- 
able way because of his Jewish origin. 
Since she does not wish to aggravate 
this persecution, Freya does not bring 
Hans to the house but takes to meet- 
ing him at various rendezvous. 
Though she has a premonition that 
chaotic, Nazi Germany will not per- 
mit her to keep Hans very long, she 
willingly becomes his own. Her in- 
stinct, is correct. Hans is compelled 
to flee for his life across the German 
border. Freya accompanies him, only 
to find him shot down by two Nazi 
(Continue dfrom page 20) 
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BETWEEN RABBI AND READER 

"lrosy p:^ wry 



SOMETIME ago a member of the 
congregation called to see me. He 
had an important ritual question 
to present. I could see, at the very 
moment of greeting, that something of 
serious import was troubling him. 

"My daughter gave birth to a baby 
boy—" 

"Mazel-Tov!" said I, heartily, not 
even aware that I was interrupting 
him. "You mr.st be very proud to be a 
grandfather," 

"But Rabbi, we are in a terrible dil- 
emma," he went on. "Tomorrow is the 
8th day since the child's birth, and we 
had planned the brith milah (the Cir- 
cumcision) according to Jewish law 
and tradition. We made all arrange- 
ments with the mohel, we fixed the 
hour, we invited the immediate mem- 
bers of the family, when we were in- 
formed by the hospital superintendant 
that no circumcision by a mohel is per- 
mitted in that institution. What can we 
do in such a predicament?" 

I soon learned that the institution 
he named was one of a group of fash- 
ionable private hospitals which made 
it a rule not to permit milah of a child 
in the traditional Jewish manner. 

"Why didn't you or the parents find 
out whether the hospital objected to cir- 
cumcision by a mohel before the mother 
went there?" I asked. 

"Who should even dream of asking 
such a question?" he countered. "I 
read of Jewish births in that hospital 
almost daily. Should the thought come 
to me that all these Jewish parents had 
abandoned the old ritual?" 

"But have you pointed out to the 
hospital authorities that this is a vital 
religious rite which you are in duty 
bound to perform? Surely they will 
not openly deny you the right to remain 
loyal to your religious tenets." 

"I did that very thing and they only 
had one proposal to suggest: that the 
circumcision be performed by one of 
the surgeons on their staff. Can that be 
done, and will that be in keeping with 
Jewish law?" 

I had to explain to him that from 
the point of view of Jewish law that 
proposal would not meet the require- 
ment of milah, that the ceremony is 
something more than a surgical opera- 
tion, that it has religious implications 



which can only be satisfied if perform- 
ed according to the religious specifi- 
cations, and by one expert in such per- 
formance. I told him that circumcision 
is accompanied by set blessings and 
benedictions, and that the very act it- 
self must be done in a certain way re- 
gulated by Jewish religious law, which 
the surgeon, unless he be a mohel, does 
not know. 

It so happened that this grandfather 
was an observant Jew, that his opinion 
was respected by his children, and so 
the problem was settled by their taking 
the baby out of the hospital that very 
day, and having the milah performed 
by the mohel in the grandparent's 
home. 

The question that baffles me in such 
circumstances is, why should young 
Jewish mothers go to such hospitals at 
all ? If the rule forbidding circumcision 
by a mohel were in vogue in all hosp- 
itals, public as well as private, I could 
understand that some parents would 
yield to the pressure of such a restric- 
tion. But this rule is not imposed by all 
hospitals. Many of the very large and 
prominent hospitals, both Christian and 
Jewish, do permit this ancient prescrip- 
tion, and a number of them have even 
set aside special rooms for such a cere- 
mony, and have on file a carefully sel- 
ected list of mohalim, who, after thor- 
ough examination, have been approved 
by them as fit to perform this surgical 
rite. Why, then, must anyone go just 
to those hospitals that ban the orthodox 
circumcision? What makes the situa- 
tion more puzzling is the fact that so 
many Jewish women use these so-called 
"fashionable" private hospitals for 
their confinement. 

I cannot make myself believe that in 
prohibiting a mohel from performing 
this rite, the directors of these hosp- 
itals are only concerned with the wel- 
fare of the child. The fact of the mat- 
ter is that the average mohel is far 
more skillful in performing this surg- 
ery than even a professional surgeon. 
The reason is simple. Circumcision is 
the mohel's one speciality, which he is 
called upon to practice very frequent- 
ly, whereas to the doctor it is but one of 
very many surgical acts, and perform- 
ed by him only at rare intervals. Sta- 
tistics would prove that the mortality 
rate due to circumcision is the same 



when the act is performed by a mohel 
or a general surgeon. I am just won- 
dering — though I hesitate to express 
the thought — whether these hospitals 
are not at all influenced by the fact 
that here may be a new lucrative in- 
come for a number of men responsible 
for the hospitals' existence. 

Jewish young women should consid- 
er their duty and loyality to their own 
religious tradition of thousands of 
years before lightly casting it aside at 
the whim and caprice of those who 
know nothing, and care even less, 
about those things which should be of 
vital concern to us as Jews. 




BIALIK'S LEGEND AND 
STORIES IN ENGLISH 

ONE of the great problems that 
faces the intelligent Jewish par- 
ent today is the lack of worth while 
books on Jewish themes for children. 
Secular literature is rich in juvenile 
books, and there is not a field that does 
not offer the works of specialists writ- 
ten in a manner to interest the mind 
of a child. But, Jewish literature, es- 
pecially in the English language, was 
particularly poor in this respect. In 
Palestine this need is being filled, and 
there are already a number of fine 
books — in Hebrew, of course — ex- 
quisitely done by brilliant authors to 
interest and to facinate young child- 
ren. 

The unforgettable Bialik was one of 
those truly great men who realized that 
if Jewish literature is to have a future 
we must begin to win the mind of the 
child. Vay'hi Hayom is the name of a 
beautiful volume of legends and stories 
about King David and King Solomon 
which he wrote especially for the Jew- 
ish youth. But this work was written 
in Hebrew, and alas, very few Jewish 
children in America were prepared to 
enjoy it. 

American Jewish parents will there- 
fore be delighted to learn that this col- 
lection of tales has now been translat- 
ed into a beautiful, simple English by 
the distinguished English scholar, Her- 
bert Danby, Professor of Hebrew at 
Oxford University, under the title 
"And It Came to Pass." It is tastefully 
(Continued on page 21) 
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The Tormented Life Of Benjamin Disraeli 

By MARK SOLITERMAN 



PART II 

Disraeli said about himself that he 
was born in a library. The metaphor 
is true, for he was a voracious reader. 
Without a systematic Jewish educa- 
tion, he was familiar with Jewish his- 
tory, and from early childhood he 
was greatly impressed by the charac- 
ter of Alroy, one of the many pseudo- 
Messiahs in Jewish history who, in the 
twelfth century, attempted to free Is- 
rael not by incantations but by force of 
arms. Disraeli's romantic dreaming of 
Alroy was stimulated in his adolescense 
by the difficulties he encountered as a 
Jew. During his visit to the traditional 
tombs of the Kings of Israel, he con- 
ceived his novel based on the life of 
Alroy, and began writing it while 
traveling. He called this work his 
"ideal ambition." 

Several episodes in this novel are 
traceable to the Bible and the Gospels, 
but his father's influence is also evi- 
dent. Alroy's killing of the attacker 
of his sister, his flight, his association 
with Jabaster, his return to his native 
land to free his people, remind one of 
Moses's life. The fate of Jabaster is 
that of St. John the Divine; the ap- 
pearance of his shadow before the dis- 
tressed Alroy is reminiscent of Samuel 
before Saul at Endor. But the ridi- 
culing of the rabbis of Jerusalem, and 
Alroy's scornful dismissing of the 
Mosaic Laws, comes from Isaac Dis- 
raeli. 

In the novel Alroy is the leader of 
a- Jewish revolt against humiliation 
and oppression. He, the young des- 
cendent of Israel's Kings, cannot re- 
concile himself, even though his uncle 
is a prince in captivity, with being 
"the first among slaves, with an ex- 
istence without hope, which is worse 
than death." For him "Israel is now 
a slave so infamous, so condemned, 
that even when our fathers hung their 
harps by the sad waters of the Baby- 
lonian stream, why, it was a Paradise 
compared to what we suffer . . . Alas ! 
they do not suffer ; they endure, and 
do not feel." He believes that "it is 
the will that is the father of the deed." 
He does not want to bow to what 
others call "God has willed." "No 
more our sacred seed shall lurk and 
linger, like a blighted thing, in the 
degenerate earth. If we cannot flour- 



ish, we shall die." He even gives up 
the love of a beautiful girl, and would 
prefer to "dwell in the wilderness," 
far from sight "of wretchedness" that 
"groan and sweat and sigh around 
me. 

On his flight after the revenge of 
his sister's honor, he hides himself in 
the ruins of an abandoned ancient 
city. There he meditates on the fate 
fate of Israel: "Empires flourish and 
pass away . . . but Israel still remains, 
still a descendant of the most ancient 
kings breathed amid these royal 
ruins, and still the eternal sun never 
rises without gilding the towers of 
living Jerusalem. A word, a deed, a 
single man, and we might be a na- 
tion." 

He associates himself with the Cab- 
balist Jabaster who assumes the spir- 
itual leadership of Alroy's enterprise 
to liberate Israel. Alroy makes a pil- 
grimage to Jerusalem and sees again 
the "forlorn remnant of Israel, cap- 
tives in their ancient city, avowed, in 
spite of their sufferings their fidelity 
to their God, and notwithstanding all 
the bitterness of hope delayed, their 
faith in fulfillment of His promises." 
In the Holy City he learns that he 
must consider himself "lucky to get 
neither kicked nor cursed." In this 
city "our people speak only in a 
whisper." 



Here, in the Holy City, Alroy does 
not weep at the Wailing Wall, but mar- 
vels at the vision of Jerusalem's high- 
est glory. Led by a mystic instinct, 
he enters the Garden of Gethsemane 
and takes the sceptre from the hand 
of Solomon while an invisible chorus 
is singing "All hail Alroy! Hail to 
thee, brother king! Thy crown awaits 
thee !" With the possession of the scep- 
tre of Solomon his victory is assured. 
He conquers a vast empire and makes 
Bagdad its capital. 

Three philosophies are featured in 
this novel ; first, that of Alroy, who 
passionately resents the humiliation 
of his people and is inflamed with re- 
volt, but is consumed also by an im- 
measurable ambition; second, that of 
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the compromising Jew Honain, who 
does not see beyond his personal wel- 
fare and success and, is not particular 
as to the means by which he achieves 
his aims, the uncompromising, rigid 
idealism, decaying into fanaticism, of 
Honain's brother, the celabist Jabaster, 
who seeks only the restoration of the 
Lord's glory and the realization of 
His commands. 

The drama of the novel is the con- 
flict between these three philosophies. 

Alroy intends to free the Lord's 
people. He believes that "what we 
wish comes from above," that "we are 
a chosen people," that "the records of 
our holy race" are "annals of victory." 
He pleads with Honain: "Thou art 
rich, and wise and powerful. . .But 
if, instead of bows and blessings, thou, 
like thy brethren, wert greeted only 
with cuff and curse; if thou didst 
rise each morning only to feel exist- 
ence to be dishonoured and to find thy- 
self marked out among surrounding 
men as something foul and fatal; if it 
were thy lot, like theirs, at best to drug 
a mean and dull career, hopeless and 
aimless, or with no other hope or aim 
but which is degrading, and all this 
too with a keen sense of thy intrinsic 
worth and deep conviction of superior 
race ; why then, perchance, Honain, 
might even discover 'Twere worth a 
struggle to be free and honored !' " 

Honain, in whose Jewish heart sym- 
pathies are hidden but not extinct, ex- 
plains himself ; "I was my own Mes- 
siah. I quitted in good time our desper- 
ate cause, but I gave it a trial ... I 
assume their turban, and I am — 
Lord Honain." He advises Alroy to 
clear his head of nonsense and take a 
realistic attitude which, under prevail- 
ing conditions, would allow him to 
carve out a kingdom for himself. Un- 
able to move Alroy, he finally says to 
him: "Gain the sceptre of Solomon 
and I will agree to be your subject." 
Faithful to his policy to serve the 
mighty, he joins Alroy after his vic- 
tory. 

Jabaster sticks fanatically to his 
ideas. He would even wipe out the 
Moslem faith from Alroy's empire. 
Soon he is in conflict with Alroy's 
policy, with his courtesans, with his 
wife. Jabaster wants "a national ex- 
istence . . . our beauteous country, our 
holy creed, our simple manners, and 
our ancient customs." He wants to 
preserve the Hebrew individuality. 
"We must exist alone," he insists. 



"To preserve that loneliness is the great 
end and essence of our law . . . You 
may be the king of Bagdad," he re- 
torts to Alroy, "but you cannot at the 
same time be a Jew. 

Alroy reminds him that a council of 
state is not a synagogue. Man has 
changed and laws of conduct must 
change. He cannot sacrifice his empire 
for the meanest province — the Holy 
Land. "Jerusalem is not bigger than 
the Serail of Bagdad, gardens and all." 
The Jewish people is only a feeble 
fraction of "the teeming millions that 
own his sway." Alroy is bewitched by 
his triumphs. "I was," he says to his 
Moslem wife, "a thing whose very 
touch thy creed might count a con- 
tumely. I have avenged the insults of 
long centuries in the best blood of 
Asia. I have returned in glory and in 
pride to claim my ancient sceptre." 
But sweeter than all these achieve- 
ments is this brief moment of adoring 
love . . ." 

Alroy has realized his ambition be- 
cause of his ideal aims. He has moved 
his men to sacrifice by the sacred fire 
of revolt against oppression. But the 
inner emptiness of his rule, the de- 
sertion of the Jewish cause, the event- 
ual beheading of Jabaster, the clash 
of his chieftains' own ambitions bring 
his empire to collapse. Alroy is taken 
prisoner. Honain, true to his crafty 
tactics, deserts him and suggests that 
he gain his freedom by publicly re- 
nouncing his faith. This Alroy refuses 
to do, and is beheaded. Before his 
death he admits his fault and declares : 
"It is well understood in every polity 
that my people stand apart from other 
nations and ever will, in spite of suf- 
ferings." He trusts that time will come 
when a worthier chief will rise and 
achieve their liberation. 

This novel is typically Disraelian, 
composed of the elements of great am- 
bition, horror of an obscure life, and 
great acheivements. There is a per- 
sonal touch at the end of the book 
when Alroy's sister, who is really 
Sarah, consoles him by saying : "Failure 
when sublime is not without purpose. 
Great deeds are great legacies, and 
work with wondrous usury. By what 
man has done, we learn what man can 
do ; and gauge the power and 
prospects of our race." It is a reply to 
his failure to be elected to Parliament 
in 1832. 

The problem of race in "Alroy" no 
longer belongs to a Venetian noble- 



man born in Scandinavia, but is that 
of the Jewish people. The novel resur- 
rected a character who dreamed of an 
independent Jewish people. It was a 
passionate protest against oppression, 
and a call for revolt against it. It 
forced many a Jewish reader to ponder 
over the fate of his people and thus 
became a precursor of Zionist thought. 
* * * 

Between the publication of Alroy 
and the first volume of Disraeli's fam- 
ous trilogy thirteen years passed. 
During this period Disraeli could learn 
much about the position of the Jews in 
the world from political sources, as well 
as from his friend Moses Montefiore, 
and from personal experience. 

There was the bleak reaction in Eu- 
rope after the fall of Napoleon with its 
accompanying persecution of the Jews. 
Ritual murder cases were staged cul- 
minating in the Damascus incident, 
which merged international politics and 
common crime. Disraeli himself was 
insulted. While running for Parlia- 
ment he was nicknamed "Old Go's," 
and "bhylock," and stigmatized as "a 
descendent of the theif who died on 
the cross." A acvage opposition to his 
maiden speech was organized in Parlia- 
ment. 

Disraeli once confided to Lady Brad- 
ford that his books were "the history 
of his life, the psychological develop- 
ment of his character." Certainly, the 
evolution of his Jewish feelings, his 
philosophy, and his attitude toward the 
Jews is best revealed in his works. 

In Coningsby he formulates the the- 
ory of "unmixed races," placing the 
Jews in that category. His criticism of 
the Christian treatment of the Jews is 
already there, but in Tancred it reaches 
its climax. In this work he does not 
only consider the Jew in the Christian 
world, but he looks also into the inner 
life of the Jews. If he ridicules, the ris- 
ing Jewish middle class, he sympath- 
izes with the misery of the poor Jews; 
he is facinated by the lofty Jewish 
traditions and marvels at the great con- 
tribution of the Jews to the Western 
civilization. His criticism is not apolo- 
getic, but constructive. There is bitter- 
ness and disappointment in his feelings. 
Mr. Buckle, his leading biographer, 
sees his views as "a revolt against the 
routine and hollowness of politics, 
against prejudice and narrowness, and 
as an assertion of his detachment and 
superiority to it all by the glorification 
of his race and by thq proclamation of 
{Continued on page 19) 
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JEWISH EVENTS REVIEWED 



By LESTER LYONS 

THE executive committee of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America has fixed Nov. 19 as a special day of prayer by Jew and Chris- 
tian for the victims of racial and religious oppression in Europe. Dr. 
Samuel McCrea Cavert, General Secretary of the Council, in a New Year 
message of sympathy and fellowship to (the Jewish people, acknowledged 
the indebtedness of Christianity to the spiritual heritage of the Hebrews. De- 
claring that Christians viewed "with penitence and sorrow" their cruel treat- 
ment of the Jews in the past, and deploring its existence today, he said that 
such treatment was "inherently un-Christian." 

* * * ish branch of the Italian Fascist Par- 

ty, and general manager of several 
Italian shipping concerns, has been 
dismissed from his post for criticizing 
the anti-Jewish policy of the Italian 
government. Ghetto classes have been 
established for Jewish children in 
communities in Italy having a large 
Jewish population. Gentile servant 
girls have been directed by the In- 
spector of Labor in Rome to leave 
their Jewish employers. Many Jews 
have been arrested for allegedly con- 
spiring against the Fascist govern- 
ment. Kosher slaughtering of animals 
has been prohibited by the govern- 
ment. 

* * * 

Pope Pius, in denouncing anti- 
Semitism as "an antipathetic move- 
ment in which we Christians are un- 
able to participate," further said that 
"spiritually we are Semites." 



The Jews of the Sudeten area had 
hardly fled their life-long homes in 
the path of the oncoming Nazis 
when the latter barbarously de- 
secrated Jewish cemeteries and syna- 
gogues there. In Ransberg, Miez, 
Reichberg, Goblantz and Badbach, 
Nazi vandals uprooted and destroyed 
tombstones in cemeteries that were 
centuries old. In Carlsbad, they drove 
hogs into the main synagogue and 
placed signs outside reading: "This is 
how the Jews prayed." Posters in the 
streets proclaim: "Out with Jewish 
guests." More than 100,000 Jews and 
other anti-Nazis have been obliged to 
give up all their possessions in that 
territory. It is estimated that their pro- 
perty was worth 500,000,000 Czech 
kronen. Low left penniless, they have 
created a serious problem in Prague, 
where they have gone for refuge. 
Many prominent Jews, despoiled of 
everything, have committed suicide. 

* * * 

Out of the 7,000 inhabitants of the 
Czech town of Policka, wrested by 
Germany, only 10 were Germans — and 
all of these were Jewish. The town 
was taken over by Germany probably 
because it has one of the largest am- 
munition works in Czechoslovakia. 
The Mayor of the town has appealed 
to President Roosevelt to intervene to 
save the community from German 
control. 

The Joint Boycott Council has an- 
nounced that the anti-Nazi boycott has 
been extended to the Sudeten area of 
Czechoslovakia now annexed to Ger- 
many. 

* * * 

Official persecution of Jews and 
suppression of Jewish activities are 
proceeding with full force in Italy. 
Signor Campaner, head of the Turk- 



The Pope has stamped as an "im- 
moral publication" and forbidden to 
be used in any Catholic institutions a 
new official racial publication in Italy, 

"Defense of Race." 

* * * 

The Osservatore Romano, the organ 
of the Vatican, has branded as "stu- 
pid" the authors of a series of ar- 
ticles in an anti-Semitic Italian pa- 
per, criticizing the Talmud. 

* * * 

The assertion of anti-Semites in 
England that the Jews are instigators 
of war doctrines and urge Britain to 
resort to war against Germany were 
decisively refuted by Viscount Samuel. 
Speaking in the House of Lords, he 
said: "In spite of my detestation of 
many of the leading features of the 
Nazi regime, which I regard as really 
tyranny, its suppression of political 
opponents, Catholic and Protestants, 
its cruel persecution of my own Jew- 
ish co-religionists, in spite of all the 
abominations that go on in many con- 



centration camps, in spite of all these 
things, of which some day, when the 
German people realize them, they will 
be bitterly ashamed, our prime duty is 
to struggle on for peace." 

* * * 

In Budapest, a number of Christian 
girls have offered to repair the damage 
caused in a synagogue by persons who 
wrecked and despoiled it. 

* * * 

Motivated by the "spirit of justice 
and Christian charity," the National 
Council of Catholic Men has address- 
ed to President Roosevelt a plea for 
co-operation in solving the problem of 
Palestine "to the end that misfortune 
and misery be not further heaped up- 
on the afflicted people of the world." 
The Council viewed "with concern the 
plight that threatens to be the lot of 
large numbers of the Jewish people if 
even the one haven that was guaran- 
teed them may no longer be their re- 
fuge." 



COMIC RELIEF 

When the anti-Semitic Chris- 
tian Traders Union in Warsaw 
found that persons hired by it to 
picket Jewish shops were not 
successful in cutting down Jew- 
ish business, the Union dismiss- 
ed these paid pickets and sup- 
planted them by volunteers 
taken from the ranks of anti- 
Semitic students. Enraged by the 
loss of their jobs, the paid pick- 
ets beat up their competitors, 
and have been urging customers 
to boycott Christians in favor of 
Jewish establishments. 



Niagara University, a Catholic insti- 
tution, has no room for any professor 
who espouses principles of racial su- 
periority. Declaring his intention to 
dismiss without discussion any profes- 
sor who defended such doctrines, the 
Very Rev. Joseph M. Noonan, presi- 
dent of the university, said that he 
felt his decision was justified "before 
God, before mankind, and before our 
country." 
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Vehemently denouncing Commun- 
ism, Nazism and Fascism, speakers at 
the Fourth National Catechetical Con- 
gress in Hartford, Conn., called on 
Catholics, Protestants and Jews to 
unite in an endeavor to save the United 
States from "subversive influences 
and paganism." The speakers included 
Michael William, editor of the Com- 
monweal, and Joseph M. Corrigan, 
rector of Catholic University. 

* * * 

Another Jew in Palestine has been 
sentenced to death for possessing fire- 
arms. The Jerusalem Military Court 
rejected a defense that the accused be- 
lieved a valise he was carrying con- 
tained papers, and imposed sentence 
without hearing an address by his 
counsel. So inept is the British admin- 
istration of Palestine said to be that 
there is a grim joke going the rounds 
to the effect that if the thrusting of an 
Arab's knife into a Jews's back does 
not prove fatal, the authorities may 
be counted on to complete the job by 
executing the Jew for possessing a 
weapon. 

* * * 

During the past year 237 Jews have 
been killed and more than 500 wound- 
ed as a result of the Arab revolt in 
Palestine. The damage to property 
during that period is estimated at over 
$35,000,000. 

* * * 

A direct appeal to Queen Elizabeth 
of England to use her efforts to check 
the terrorism rampant in Palestine 
was made by the mothers of the com- 
munity of Tiberias, near which 21 
Jews, including 10 children between 
the ages of 1 and 13, were slaughtered 
several weeks ago by Arabs. The mes- 
sage of the Tiberias women was ad- 
dressed to the Queen as a mother like 
themselves. 

* * * 

As a result of anti-Semitic activities 
in Poland, the numbers of Jewish stu- 
dent in the universities have been de- 
creasing considerably. Ten years ago 
the Jews comprised 20% of the stu- 
dent body; today they are only 9.9%. 
Against 9,700 Jewish students 5 or 6 
years ago, only about 4,800 exist to- 
day. In 1930, the Jews constituted 
26% of the Polish law students, while 
today they are less than 6.5%. 

Incitement against Jews in Alsace- 
Lorraine has been occurring recently 
and with frequency. Imitation railway 
tickets have been distributed reading: 



"French Railways. Free ticket to Pal- 
estine. This car is reserved for dirty 
Jews. This is a one-way ticket without 
the right to return." A provocative 
practice is for anti-Semites to accuse 
foreign Jews of being Nazis and hav- 
ing shouted "Heil Hitler." The Alsace 
Federation of Labor has assailed anti- 
Semitism as "playing into the enemy's 
hands," and has urged all workers to 
defend Jews against attacks. The Fed- 
eration of Jewish Societies, represent- 
ing immigrant Jews, has appealed to 
the Jews to refrain from being drawn 
into provocative discussions. 

* * * 

When the 22 Jews, constituting the 
entire Jewish population of Neuwe- 
dell, a town near Berlin, attempted to 
enter their synagogue during Rosh 

Hashonah, they found it barred by a 
barbed wire fence. On it was a sign 
"Jews not admitted." All of them 
were later arrested and are still in cus- 
tody, the charges against them being 
undisclosed. 

* * * 

A representative of the Rumanian 
delegation to the League of Nations 
has said that Jews deprived of Ru- 
manian citizenship through the recent 
mass revision of naturalizaions "need 
not worry about deportation" because 
it will take about a year for the gov- 
ernment to carry out its decree. 



HAPPY ENDING 

Of the 60 Jewish refugees 
from Austria who were maroon- 
ed for 5 months on a French 
tugboat on the Danube River, 26 
were finally enabled to enter Pal- 
estine. The others were tempor- 
arily interned in Hungarian hos- 
pitals pending their departure for 
Bolivia and this country. 



Commendable political morality is 
evidenced by the offer of the Demo- 
cratic State Committee of Kansas of a 
reward of $100 for the arrest of per- 
sons distributing anti-Semitic leaflets 
aimed at the Republican candidate for 
governor. 

Kinship of the late President Theo- 
dore Roosevelt with Jews has been 
disclosed by a German refugee who 



recently arrived here. Gerhard von 
Koschembahr, a former German State 
Railway official, who was obliged to 
flee Germany because his maternal 
grandmother was "non-Aryan," has 
disclosed that his wife's great-grand- 
father was James Roosevelt of this 
city, whose brother was the father of 
the late President. 

* * * 

The Jewish Writers' Club will soon 
publish a history of the landsmann- 
schaften of New York, written in 
Yiddish, which has recently been pre- 
pared by the Federal Writers' Pro- 
ject of the WPA. 

* * * 

Funds are now being raised in Jew- 
ish communities in the southwest for 
the purpose of establishing a chair of 
Hebraic learning at the University of 
Texas, similar to chairs already in ex- 
istence at Columbia and Harvard uni- 
versities. 

* * * 

A national radio program dramatiz- 
ing the contributions of racial min- 
orities to the development of this 
country is to be presented weekly, be- 
ginning November 14, under the aus- 
pices of the Office of Education of 
the Department the Interior. Secre- 
tary Ickes said that "tolerance of all 
national and racial groups springing 
from appreciation of what each has 
added to American life will be the 
keynote of the series." 

* * * 

To meet the needs of the average 
Jewish housekeeper, the Women's 
League of the United Synagogue is 
contemplating issuing a series of pam- 
phlets clarifying the dietary laws, 
Sabbath observance and the celebra- 
tion of festive holidays. 

* * * 

The Nazi government has purged 
Germany of its 6,000 to 7,000 Jew- 
ish doctors. Only a few hundred will 
be permitted to practice, but without 
professional standing. Dr. Johann 
Scharffenberg, a well known Norwe- 
gian physician, has made an eloquent 
appeal to the medical profession of the 
world to protest against the barbarous 
persecution of German and Austrian 
doctors by the Nazi government. Af- 
ter adverting to the great achieve- 
ments of German and Austria Jews 
in medical science, he declared : 
"Thanklessness and mendacity betray 
lack of culture, and this lack of cul- 
ture leads to Jewish persecutions. It is 
also a sign of cowardice, of lack of 
(Continued on page 22) 
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LUDWIG LORE FORUM SPEAKER 
OCTOBER 31st 

At our weekly forum next Monday 
evening, October 31st at 8:15 o'clock, 
the speaker will be Mr. Ludwig Lore, 
foreign editor of the New York Post. 
He will speak on the subject, "Europ- 
ean Minorities — Is There an Answer ?" 

Mr. Lore, nationally known lecturer 
and writer on subjects pertaining to 
world politics and the American Lab- 
or and political situation, came to the 
United States from Germany in 1904 
after attending the University of Ber- 
lin and after having had considerable 
experience on some of the great news- 
papers of the German capital. As ed- 
itor for twenty-five years of the daily 
New Yorker Volkszeitung, he kept his 
fingers on the pulse of world affairs, 
met and interviewed many of those 
men throughout the world who are 
making history today. On-the-ground 
contact with the situations which loom 
large in the press today has given him 
an insight into- the motive springs of 
the world politics enjoyed by few in 
America. 

Mr. Lore's column, "Behind The 
Cables," appearing daily in the New 
York Post and the Philadelphia Re- 
cord, has won a wide and enthusiastic 
following among those who value ob- 
jective and accurate evaluations of 
international trends. He has contribut- 
ed articles on special subjects to such 
magazines as The Nation, Harper's, 
Current History, Foreign Affairs, 
The New Republic, etc., as well as 
to the foreign press. 

Admission to the lecture will be free 
to the members upon presentation of 
their 1938 membership cards. There is 
a 25c charge to all others. 



as to the future of Palestine, we be- 
lieve that many of the members will be 
eager to listen to a discussion of this 
vital theme. 



LATE FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICES TO 
COMMENCE THIS FRIDAY EVEN- 
ING, OCT. 28th 

This year's season of late Friday 
night services will begin this Friday 
evening, Oct. 28th, when Rabbi Levin- 
thai will preach on the subject "Will 
Britain of Today Betray Britain of 
Balfour?" In view of the fact that the 
21st anniversary of the issuance of the 
Balfour Declaration will be celebrated 
on November 2nd, and in view of the 
rumors that come to us from England 



PROMINENT PALESTINIAN RESI- 
DENTS TO ADDRESS FRIDAY NIGHT 
SERVICE NOVEMBER 4th 

At our late services on Friday even- 
ing, November 4th, we shall be priv- 
ileged to have as our guest speakers 
Dr. David Tannenbaum, one of our ac- 
tive workers, and Mr. S. A. Orlans, 
a well known Hebrew writer and econ- 
omist. Both of these gentlemen have re- 
cently arrived from Palestine where 
they resided for many years. Mr. Or- 
lans lived in Palestine for the last five 
and a half years while Dr. Tannen- 
baum was there for the past four 
years. They will speak on the general 
subject, "Jewish Life in Palestine 
Despite the Terror." This will be a 
splendid opportunity to get first hand 
information from two close observers 
of the actual life that is lived by the 
Jews in Palestine today — the cultural, 
the economic and the social, as well 
as the political life. 



COURSE LECTURES ON PSYCHOL- 
OGY AND LITERATURE 

The Forum and Education Com- 
mittee in cooperation with the W.P. 
A. Adult Education Project of the 
New York Board of Education has 
again arranged for two lecture courses 
to be given in the Center building. A 
class in "Psychology of Personality 
Adjustment is held each Tuesday 
evening at 8:30 o'clock;, and is con- 
ducted by Mr. Litwin. Mr. Kaplan is 
the instructor of the class in Contem- 
porary English Literature which 
meets on Wednesday evenings. On 
November 2nd, he will speak on Tho- 
mas Wolfe; on November 9th Mr. 
Kaplan will discuss Miss Phyllis Bot- 
tome's work, "The Mortal Storm," as 
well as the works of other writers. 



FORUM COMMITTEE ORGANIZES 
"TOWN MEETING OF THE AIR" 
GROUP 

Under the auspices of the Forum 
and Education Commitee a group has 
been organized around "America's 
Town Meeting of the Air." The 
group will meet every Thursday even- 



ing beginning with November 10th, 
for the purpose of discussing import- 
ant public questions. 

The procedure will be as follows : 
the group will assemble at 9 o'clock 
promptly and discuss the Town Hall 
topic of the evening. At 9:30, by 
means of a radio, they will listen to 
the discussion by leading speakers as 
broadcast from the Town Hall, New 
York, over the Blue Network of the 
National Broadcasting Co. 

After the broadcast, at 10:30 an 
additional half hour will be allowed 
for the purpose of analysing the views 
of the radio speakers by members of 
our local group. 

Membership in the group is open to 
all, members of the Center as well as 
non-members. The meetings will be 
held regularly every Thursday even- 
ing in the Ladies Social Room of out 
building. 

Mr. Max Herzfeld, chairman of 
the Center Forum, will lead the group 
and preside at its meeting. 



MASS DEMONSTRATION ON BE- 
HALF OF PALESTINE, NOV. 2nd 

A monster demonstration on behalf 
of open immigration to Jews in Pales- 
tine will be held at Mecca Temple, 
55th Street, New York, on Wednes- 
day evening, November 2nd at 8:30 
o'clock. There will be no charge for 
admission. Tickets may be obtained at 
the Center information desk. 



UNVEILING OF JACOBS 
MONUMENT 

The unveiling of the monument in 
memory of the late Mr. Joseph Jacobs 
will take place on Sunday, October 
30th at 1 :30 P.M. at the Acacia Cem- 
etery. 



Membership Monthly 

Social Meeting 
Tuesday Evening, Nov. 8th 

(Election Day) 



A Most Enjoyable Evening is 
in Store for you. 



Please Reserve the Evening and 

Make Sure to Attend 
WATCH FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
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COMMITTEE ORGANIZED FOR 
METROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSE 
CONCERT 

The committee in charge of the Met- 
ropolitan Opera House concert which 
will be given on Sunday evening, 
December 11th, held a most enthusias- 
tic dinner-meeting on Thursday even- 
ing, October 20th. The members pre- 
sent unanimously pledged themselves 
to do everything in their power to 
make this concert a complete success. 
The meeting was called to order by 
the president of the Center, Mr. Jos. 
M. Schwartz who introduced the 
chairman of the concert committee, 
Mr. Moses Ginsberg. The other 
speakers were: Isidor Fine and Judge 
Greenberg who headed the previous 
concert committees, Mrs. Albert Wit- 
ty, president of the Sisterhood and 
Judge Nathan Sweedler. The conclud- 
ing address was delivered by Rabbi 
Levinthal who made a strong appeal 
for the cooperation of the members 
of the committee. The following is a 
list of the officers of the committee: 
Moses Ginsberg, Chairman, Isidor 
Fine, Judge Emanuel Greenberg and 
Mrs. Witty, co-chairmen, Hyman 
Aaron, Frank Levey, Benjamin A. 
Levine, Joseph M. Schwartz, Sol Suss- 
man, Vice-Chairmen, Maurice Bern- 
hardt, treasurer. 



P.T.A. HEBREW SCHOOL TO MEET 
WEDNESDAY EVENING 

Mr. Mordecai Halevi, head instruc- 
tor of our Hebrew School will be the 
speaker at the next meeting of the 
Parent-Teachers Association of the 
Hebrew School and Sunday School 
which will be held next Wednesday 
evening, November 2nd,, at 8:30 
o'clock. Mr. Halevi has recently visit- 
ed Palestine and is acquainted with 
conditions in the Holy Land. Mr. K. 
Karl Klein, president of the associa- 
tion, will preside. 

All parents and their friends are 
cordially invited to attend. 



CENTER PLAYERS ORGANIZE FOR 
THE SEASON 

The dramatic group of the Center 
under the leadership of Mr. Philip 
Gross, had several meetings, at which 
plans were made for the 1938 season. 
The Center Players this year will be 
under the sponsorship of the Young 
Folks League of the Center. Casting 
and selection of plays take place on 
Monday and Thursday evenings. 



NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
ELECTED 

The following constitutes the Nom- 
inating Committee whose duty will be 
to make recommendations for officers, 
members of the Board of Trustees, 
and the Governing Board who will be 
voted upon at the next annual meet- 
ing: 

From the Board of Trustees 

Phillip Brenner — 1416 Carroll St. 

Pincus Glickman — 187 Beach 133rd 
St., Belle Harbor. 

Judge Emanuel Greenberg — 1281 
Carroll St. 

From the Governing Board 

Maurice Bernhardt — 1368 Carroll 
St. 

Charles Fine — 763 Eastern Park- 
way. 

William I. Siegel— 1602 Carroll St. 

From the Membership at Large 
Morton Klinghoffer — 1349 Carroll 
St. 

Samuel Moskowitz — 186 Brooklyn 
Ave. 

Isaac D. Sorgen — 317 Montgomery 
St. 



A WORD OF THANKS 

The officers of the Center extend 
their heartiest thanks and appreciation 
to the members and worshippers who 
so generously responded to the appeal 
made in behalf of the Center at the 
Kol Nidre services. The appeal in the 
Main Synagogue was made by Rabbi 
Levinthal and the announcement of 
donations was made by Mr. Jacob L. 
Holtzmann. At the services held in 
the auditorium the appeal was made 
by Rabbi Louis Hammer ; Mr. Mar- 
tin M. Goldman announced the con- 
tributions. 

Due to lack of space in this issue 
of the Review we are unable to pub- 
lish the names of the contributors to 
the appeal. Their names will appear in 
a subsequent issue of our publication. 



DAILY SERVICES 

Morning services at 7:00 and 8:00 
o'clock. 

Mincha services at 4:50 P.M. 
SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of candles at 4:43 o'clock. 

Friday evening services at 4:45. 

Sabbath services Parsha Noah, 
will commence at 8:45 o'clock. Rabbi 
Levinthal will preach on the portion 
of the law. 

Class in Ein Yakov under the lead- 
ership of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh at 4:00 
o'clock. 

Mincha services at 4:50 P. M. 



A GALA 
EVENT 



ANNUAL CENTER 
MUSICAL FESTIVAL 

at the 

METROPOLITAN 
OPERA HOUSE 

Sunday Evening 
December Eleventh 



The Greatest Operatic 
Artists in a Program of 
Great Music 



Reserve your seats now and avoid 
last-minute disappointments 



PRICES 

Boxes $20 to $60 

Orchestra $5.00 

Orchestra Circle $4.00 

Omnibus Boxes $3.00 

Dress Circle $3,00 & $2.00 

Balcony $2.00 & $1,50 

Family Circle $1.00 & .50 
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SISTERHOOD MONTHLY MEETING 
NOVEMBER 14th 

The next regular meeting of the 
Sisterhood of the Center will be held 
on Monday afternoon, November 14, 
at 1 :30 o'clock. An interesting pro- 
gram is being planned. 



CENTER LIBRARY 

The library of the Center is now 
circulating books of Jewish interest in 
Hebrew, English and Yiddish. Mem- 
bers of the Center and their friends 
who are interested in obtaining books 
for home reading are requested to 
please see our librarian, Dr. Rabino- 
witz, who is at the library on Mon- 
days, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 3:30 P.M. to 9:30 
P. M. and on Sundays from 10:30 
A. M. to 3:30 P.M. 



JUNIOR LEAGUE 

The Junior League (boys 18-21 ; 
girls 17-19) got off to an early start. 
Miss Isabel Schiller was reelected 
President. In addition to its weekly 
social, the group plans a monthly cul- 
tural meeting. 

The youth groups of the Center held 
their first meeting on October 15th. An 
exhibition basketball game was held at 
that time. 

A project attracting a great deal of 
interest is the competition, arranged by 
the Center for the best speech on the 
life and accomplishments of a great 
Jew. Valuable prizes will be awarded 
for the winners of this contest. Mem- 
bers have begun to prepare talks on 
Jewish leaders both ancient and mod- 
ern. This contest is open to the mem- 
bers of the Hakoach and the younger 
groups. 

The Hakoach group which held a 
successful roof dance last summer is 
planning a winter dance for the near 
future. (Boys 15M.-17 Girls UV2-I6). 
Led by David Fisch. 

The Center Club is making plans for 
the theatre party (Boys 14-15!/2, 
Girls UV2-UV2). Led by Gerson Cher- 
toff. 

The Maccabees are busy trying to 
organize athletic teams. Their meetings 
are devoted to games, sports and dis- 
cussions. This group is eager to have 
new members join the club (Boys I2V2 
-14). Led by Sidney Wiener. 

The Vivalets (Girls 12-13 Vfc) also 
would welcome new members. Their 
leader, Miss Ethel Drexler, is on the 



lookout for good material among the 
clubs for an operetta or musicale. 

In addition,, a special outing group 
(boys and girls 10-13) for Sunday 
afternoons is in the process of organ- 
ization. 

Under the leadership of Milton Bal- 
sam, another group for boys, 17-18; 
girls 16-17 is being formed. Those in- 
terested in this club are urged to come 
down to the next meeting on Monday 
evening. 

JUNIOR CONGREGATION 

The Junior Congregation has been 
conducting services for the past 
month, and is now functioning nor- 
mally every Saturday morning. 

Sermons have been delivered this 
season by Mr. Harold Jarre, Irvin Ru- 
bin and this past Sabbath by Mr. Ir- 
win Lowenfeld. It is the custom of 
the Junior Congregation to nominate 
officers a week after Succoth. Last 
week the following candidates were 
nominated : 

Kenneth Amer and Buddy Lowen- 
feld for President. 

Arthur Feinberg, Ephraim Gold- 
berg and Herbert Kummel for Vice 
Presidents. 

Al Jaffe and Leonard Kaplan for 
Head Usher. 

Irvin Rubin was unanimously elect- 
ed Honorary President. 

Donald Gribetz and Joseph Newman 
were unanimously elected as Gabaim. 

The elections will take place in two 
weeks. 

The sermon this week will be de- 
livered by Mr. Jules Wiener, and all 
are invited to attend. 



CENTER RESTAURANT OPENING 
FOR THE SEASON OCT. 30th. 

Due to the intervening holidays, 
the opening of our restaurant has 
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been deferred to Sunday, October 
30th. Excellent dinners will be served 
by Messrs. Kotimsky and Tuchman 
on Sundays from 12 noon to 5 P.M. 
The price is $1 per person; also a la 
carte service. Members of the Center 
are cordially invited to take advantage 
of this fine service and have dinner at 
the Center with their families. 



ACKNOWLEDMEN1 OF GIFTS 

The Center acknowledges with 
thanks receipt of the following dona- 
tions : 

Library 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Goell have do- 
nated a set of Dr. Theodor Herzl's 
Diary in German in honor of the Bar 
Mitzvah of their grandson, Jay Levin- 
thai on December 10th. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. J. S. 
Doner, Mrs. S. Raffelowitz has do- 
nated books from the library of the 
late Rabbi Simon Raffelowitz. 

Rabbi I. H. Levinthal has donated 
several books of importance. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Goldberg have don- 
ated a set of children's books in honor 
of the Bar Mitzvah of their son Alvin 
which will be celebrated at the Cen- 
ter on November 12th. 

Mrs. Rothman donated 150 prayer 
books in memory of her husband 
Louis and her son, Joseph. 

Synagogue 

Mrs. Moskowitz and Mr. and Mrs. 
I. Lowenfeld donated two covers for 
the Torah in memory of their late 
beloved husband and father. 

Mr. Hyman Fein donated a crown, a 
and a cover for the Torah in memory 
of his dearly beloved wife, Helen 
Fein. 



-FOR RENT — 

6 ROOMS and 3 BATHS 
985 Park Place, Brooklyn 

(Corner Brooklyn Avenue) 

Reasonable Rental — Fine Location 

HYMAN AARON 

Telephone: PResident 4-5561 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Abramowitz, S. 
Treasury Dept. Unmarried 
Res. 270 Empire Blvd. 
Bus. 1 Hanson Place 
Proposed by Herman Lambert. 
Axelrod, Dorothy 
Res. 928 - 63rd St. 
Bus. 351 Jay St. 
Proposed by Samuel Schoenfeld 
Brill, Sidney- 
Produce Unmarried 
Res. 436 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. 110 Warren St. 
Proposed by David Feiler 
Chipkin, Ettie 

Res. 1812 Prospect Place 
Bus. 10 Bergen St. 
Ginandes, Dr. Elias A. 
Optometrist Married 
Res. 1306 Carroll St. 
Bus. 129 East Broadway 
Proposed by Wm. I. Siegel 
and K. KlinghofFer 
Goldman, Benjamin 
Knitwear Married 
Res. 853 Empire Blvd. 
Bus. 2414 Atlantic Ave. 
Goldstein, Joseph 
Retired Married 
Res. 658 Montgomery St. 
Proposed by S. A. Doctorow 
Goldwyn, Solomon 
Attorney Unmarried 
Res. 572 Montgomery St. 
Bus. 11 Broadway 
Proposed by Louis H. Schlesinger 
Honickman, Julius 
Printer Unmarried 
Res. 297 Rockaway Parkway 
Bus. 125 Barclay St. 
Proposed by Jack Greenspan 
Kovolick, Max 

Accountant Unmarried 
Res. 1405 Prospect Place 
Bus. Jersey City 
Proposed by Sam Kovolick 
Lefft, Dr. Harold H. 
Physician Unmarried 
Res. 990 President St. 
Bus. Same 

Proposed by David Aaron 
and Byron Topol 
Leibowitz, Louis 

Dress Mfg. Unmarried 

Res. 358 Midwood St. 

Bus. 213 W. 35th St. 

Proposed by M. Rogoff 
Levine, Joseph 

Married 

Res. 263 Eastern Parkway 
Proposed by Lieb Lurie 



Miller, Sidney C. 

Com. Merchant Unmarried 

Res. 632 Eastern Pkway. 

Bus. 110 W. 34th St. 

Proposed by David Aaron 
and Byron Topol 
Neustadter, Morton 

Cartons Unmarried 

Res. 506 Montgomery St. 

Bus. 141 East 25th St. 

Proposed by Sidney Roth 
Perlman, Benjamin 

Handbags Married 

Res. 925 Prospect Place 

Bus. 14 East 32nd St. 

Proposed by Abraham Shapiro 
Schoffman, Irwin 

Labor Dept. Unmarried 

Res. 901 Washington Ave. 

Bus. 5002 Church Ave. 

Proposed by Irwin Witty 
Schwartz, Dr. Emanuel 

Physician Married 

Res. 295 New York Ave. 

Proposed by Joseph Kasnetz 
Siskind, David 

Attorney Married 

Res. 135 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. 51 Chambers St. 

Proposed by Maurice Bernhardt 

The following have applied for re- 
instatement in the Brooklyn Jewish Cen- 
ter: 

Abramovitz, Mrs. Betty 

Res. 748 St. Marks Ave. 

Proposed by Hyman Aaron 
Freed, Meyer 

Clothing Married 

Res. 505 Montgomery St. 

Bus. 266 W. 37th St. 

Proposed by J. G. Ellis 

A. Ginsburg and Chas. Fine 
Gottlieb, Henry 

Restaurant Unmarried 

Res. 414 Sterling St. - 

Bus. 195 Utica Ave. 

Proposed by Sam Schoenfeld 
and Sidney Kean 
Haft, Alex 

Coat Mfg. Married 

Res. 131 Lincoln Road 

Bus. 500 Seventh Ave. 

Proposed by Herman Barz 
Joley, Albert 

Salesman Married 

Res. 284 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. 420 Lexington Ave. 
Kimler, George J. 

Paint Mfg. Married 

Res. 1035 Washington Ave. 

Bus. 100 Lexington Ave. 
Rein, Dr. Bernard 

Physician Married 



Res. 175 Eastern Pkway. 
Bus. Same 

Proposed by Morris Miller 

and Sol Schneider 
Schonbrun, Joseph 
Advertising Married 
Res. 1153 President St. 
Bus. 834 St. Johns Place 
Silberberg, Leonard 
Cotton Converter Unmarried 
Res. 659 Ocean Ave. 
Bus. 74 Leonard St. 
Topol, Sidney 

Optometrist Unmarried 
Res. 1025 St. Johns Place 
Bus. 88 Rivingston St. 
Proposed by Byron J. Topol 

and David Aaron. 

DONATIONS TO SUCCAH 
Cake 

Mrs. L. Albert 
Mrs. M. Bernhardt 
Mrs. Lena Boskowitz 
Mrs. Brown 
Mrs. L. Brenner 
Mrs. Ph. Brenner . 
Mrs. H. Davis 
Mrs. Jacob Doner 
Mrs. Chas. Fine 
Mrs. B. Ginsberg 
Mrs. M. Ginzberg 
Mrs. Jacob Goell 
Mrs. H. Greenblatt 
Mrs. David Halperin 
Mrs. L. Halperin 
Mrs. B. Hirsh 
Mrs. L. Hirsch 
Mrs. Sam. Horowitz 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Korn 
Mrs. Oscar Kurshan 
Mrs. A. Lieberman 
Miss Dora Leaks 
Mrs. I. Lowenfeld 
Mrs. M. Moskowitz 
Mrs. M. Miller 
Miss L. Ratner 
Mrs. Anna Fein Rose 
Mrs. L. Rosenman 
Mrs. M. Rosenfeld (E.P.) 
Mrs. Rothkopf 
Mrs. J. Sklar 
Mrs. H. Salit 
Mrs. B. Singer 
Mrs. L. Teitelbaum 
Mrs. B. Waxman 
Fruit 

Mrs. Block in memory of her saint- 
ed father, Mr. Joseph Sabel 
Wine 
Albert Goodstein 
Abe Haft 
Irving Lurie 
Mr. Morris Metzger 
Sol Sussman 
I. J. Riker 
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THE TORMENTED JEWISH LIFE OF DISRAELI 

(Continued from page 12) 



the mystic ideas, inherited from the 
Jews, which marked him out from the 
commonplace mediocrities around him." 
In spite of his foremost position in the 
House of Commons, Disraeli realized 
and felt keenly "the weight of preju- 
dice against him" and "the difficulties 
to be overcome if he was to continue to 
ascend." 

Disraeli's feelings are reflected in 
two utterances of his character Faker- 
deen, who says that "the conscious- 
ness of my race keeps my spirit alive," 
and that he has "the moral courage, 
the only thing worth having since the 
invention of gun powder." He often 
drops remarks about the future of the 
Jews which today sound like a consol- 
ation. 

He completes his plea for the Jew in 
his life of Lord Bentinck (1852), and 
in his Parliamentary speeches on re- 
moval of Jewish disabilities. 

In his introduction to the fifth edi- 
tion of Coningsby (1849) he explains 
his treatment of the problem of the 
Jews in the Chrrtian world. "The mod- 
ern Jews had long labored under the 
odium and stigma of medieval malvol- 
ence . . . the time had arrived, when 
some attempt should be made to do 
justice to the race which had founded 
Christianity." He states that he had 
developed his views, first intimated in 
Coningsby and in Tancred, and that 
"no one has attempted to refute them, 
nor is refutation possible ; since all 
I have done is to examine certain facts 
in the truth of which all agree, and to 
draw from them irresistible conclusions 
which prejudice for a moment may 
shrink from, but which reason cannot 
refuse to admit." 

Again in the general introduction to 
his works written in 1870, when the 
Jews in Western Europe had been re- 
lieved from legal disabilities, he af- 
firms that in analyzing the importance 
of the church he has "to consider the 
position of the descendents of that race 
who had been founders of Christian- 
ity." In spite of the fact that "the 
house of Israel being now freed from 
the barbarism of medieval misconcep- 
tion and judged, like all other races, 
by their contributions to the existing 
sum of human welfare, the difficulty 
of touching for the first time on such 
topics (racial) cannot be easily ap- 
preciated." 



Coningsby is a study of the two ri- 
val groups of the English society, the 
aristocracy and the bourgeoisie, of the 
new generation, and of the political 
pioblems of Disraeli's time. Among 
the characters of the English aristo- 
cratic society Disraeli places a com- 
posite Jewish type, Sidonia. Sidonia 
is Rothschild, Moses Montefiore and 
Disraeli — as paradoxal a human being 
as the Jewish life itself is paradoxical 
Sidonia is received by the aristocracy, 
but he does not belong to it, though he 
himself is a descendent of an old Jew- 
ish family of Arragon, exactly "the 
character who would be welcome in 
our circles." His ancestors, forced into 
baptism by the inquisition, produced 
prominent prelates, but secretly kept 
their Jewish faith. His father found a 
refuge in England, where he returned 
immediately to Judaism. In spite of 
all persecution he preserved certain 
loyality to Spain. Sidonia, born in Eng- 
land, acquired the clear happy elocu- 
tion of an Englishman, but the "noble 
tongue," the Spanish, "resounded in 
his ears," even though the inquisition 
was engraved in the family's memory. 
"A graver expression stole over the 
countenance of Sidonia as he remem- 
bered how the inquisition had operated 
on his own race and his own destiny." 
Sidonia's father acquired great wealth 
by his intelligence and sagacity and be- 
came "master of the money market of 
the world, and of course virtually lord 
and master of everything else," but 
his son had to be educated at home, as 
he was "shut out from universities and 
schools, those universities which are 
indebted for their first knowledge of 
ancient philosophy to the learning and 
enterprise of his ancestors." No sac- 
rifice was too high for keeping the Jew- 
ish faith. Sidonia's tutor was a former 
Spanish Jesuit of Jewish ancestry, an 
exiled liberal leader and later a mem- 
ber of the Cortez, "a man with vast 
erudition and always a Jew . . .Sidonia 
was received by kings and ministers. 
He helped England to maintain its cre- 
dit, its existence as an Empire, but 
was denied "the proudest right of cit- 
izenship," the holding of land. He was 
actually a man without a country. Ex- 
tiemely intelligent, he observed every- 
thing and could carelessly drop a word 
which would startle the oldest diplomat. 
"The secret history of the world was 
his pastime. His great pleasure was to 



contrast the hidden motives with the 
public pretext." 

The winged word of this man gain- 
ed him the confidence of sovereigns, 
yet he was deprived of activity in many 
fields, because he held to the "faith that 
the Apostles professed before they fol- 
lowed their Master." 

Deprived by riches of "the stimulat- 
ing anxieties of a man walled out be- 
cause of his religion from the pursuits 
of a citizen," he looked upon life with a 
"glance rather of curiosity than con- 
tent. . . . There were very few to whom 
he opened himself. It was impossible 
to penetrate him. He was always lim- 
iting himself to the surface, and when 
pressed for an opinion he found re- 
fuge in raillery or paradox." He had 
extreme self-control, tact and refine- 
ment. A traveler, a patron of arts, a 
master of learning and knowledge "he 
had an imagination as fiery as his na- 
tive desert and an intellect as luminous 
as his native sky." He perceived him- 
self "a lone being alike without cares 
and without duties. . . . Few men were 
more popular, and none less under- 
stood." He had to use sport as the safe- 
ty valve of his energy, just as Disraeli 
found an outlet in writing novels. Sid- 
onia had "the precocity of intellectual 
developement which is characteristic of 
Arabian organization." (The Jews are 
called by Disraeli, Mosaic Arabs.) The 
only quality which interested Sidonia 
was intellect. His temperament was 
rare, but peculiar to the East. It is 
easy to see many of Disraeli's charac- 
teristics in this description of Sidonia. 
There is also in Sidonia's life some of 
Contarini Fleming's mood. The same 
vacuum because of unapplied genius, 
the vacuum of a Jew debarred from 
action. But while Contarini Fleming's 
devotion to his race is vague, Sidonia's 
is clear and positive. 

(To be continued next month) 



An Error 

In the first installment of "The Tor- 
mented Jewish /life of Disraeli," a 
typographical error may have led the 
reader to believe that Isaac Disraeli, 
Benjamin's father, accepted baptism. 
This is not the case. Isaac baptised his 
children but he himself did not re- 
nounce the Jewish faith. 
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THE JEWISH THEATRE — A MOST FABULOUS INVALID 

(Continued from page 8) 



version its Jewishness is both inciden- 
tal and nebulous. 

While the Yiddish Art Theatre 
made an elaborate but lame start, the 
Jewish dramatic stage was augmented 
by a new and aspiring group headed 
by such artists as Celia Adler and 
Joseph Bulov. The new group took 
up quarters in the old but recently re- 
furbished Irving Place Theatre, where 
Maurice Schwartz launched his suc- 
cessful career as an actor-director 
eighteen years ago. Its initial produc- 
tion, that of a play called "Around the 
Family Table," is a stage version of 
a Yiddish radio serial by N. Stuch- 
koff It is a rather dated problem 
play on the subject of fathers and 
children. True to the nature of such 
run-of-the-mill vehicles, familiar types 
are on display instead of real char- 
acters, but it does provide some op- 
portunities for sincere and even fer- 
vent acting. In the role of an entirely 
characterless personality, Celia Adler 
succeeds in maintaining her prestige 
as one of the most gifted Adlers on 
any stage. In addition, there is a hil- 
arious performance by Michael Rosen- 
berg in the role of the usual busy- 
body of a landsman so often encoun- 
tered in this type of saga of what is 
so often presented to us as a typical 
Jewish family. Incidentally, this play 
introduces a very young actor who, in 
the part of a college student rebelling 
against the study of law in order to 
live an independent life as an automo- 
bile mechanic, reveals a stage presence 
and ability of no mean promise. The 
talents of Joseph Bulov, recently re- 
turned from the Theatre Guild's pro- 
duction, "To Quito and Back," will 
undoubtedly be made proper use of in 
the next play. Despite the perfunctory 
nature of this new group's beginning, 
there is every reason to believe that 
with a vital script, it will be started 
on its way as a new artistic theatre. 

Of the current Yiddish musicals, 
David and Esther, at the National 
Theatre on Houston Street, is turned 
into an evening of worthwhile enter- 
tainment by the acting of Leo Fuchs, 
a comedian of great charm. There 
is something about this young musi- 
cal comedy star which reminds one of 
Willie Howard and W. C. Fields, with 
a dash of a younger Maurice Chev- 
alier. And this is due not to imitation, 
but to his own natural endowments 



and polished artistry. 

The comedy antics of Menashe Skul- 
nik, through which there are flashes 
of engaging grotesquerie, adorn the 
otherwise over - sentimental musical 
piece called The Wise Fool, at the 
Public Theatre on Second Avenue. In 
addition, the comedian succeeds in cr- 
owding into his part a number of top- 
ical gags, evoking a great deal of mirth 
even on the part of the sophisticates in 
the audience. On the same street, which 
is still the Broadway of the Yiddish 
theatre, the commedian, Itzok Feld, is 
holding forth in a musical cutely en- 
titled My Baby's Wedding, amidst a 
veritable constellation of stars, in- 
cluding Hymie Jacobson, Miriam Kra- 
sin, Muni Serebroff and Yetta Zwer- 
ling. 

At the Brooklyn Parkway Theatre, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jacobs, with their eter- 
nal stage partners, Mr. and Mrs. Na- 
than Goldberg, are offering as their 
current attraction a musical apparent- 
ly designed to coddle and flatter an 
otherwise much underrated but per- 
fectly worthy part of our Jewish pop- 
ulation. The piece is called Galician 
Love. In the other Yiddish theatre of 
Brooklyn, the Hopkinson, still another 
musical called The Eternal Melody is 



being given with the aid of the out- 
standing comedian, Max Wilner, and 
the talented Hannah Hollander. 

Yiddish productions of a nature not 
much dissimilar to those of the aver- 
age musical variety are also current 
at the McKinley Square Theatre in 
the Bronx and in the so-called Bronx 
Art Theatre. 

Outside of New York there are three 
Yiddish stock companies : one, headed 
by Michael Michalesko and Misha 
Fishson, at the Douglas Park Theatre 
in Chicago, another, led by Oscar Ost- 
rofF and Rose Wallerstein, at the Man- 
hattan Theatre in Cleveland, and the 
third, with Bennie Adler and Celia 
Pierson, at the Spadina Concert Hall 
in Toronto, Canada. 

By and large, however, the Yiddish 
Theatre on the "road" has in recent 
years been sharing the lot of the leg- 
itimate theatre in general. It has come 
to depend more and more on attrac- 
tions from the metropolis. Such cities 
as Newark, Boston, Philadelphia, 
Montreal and others, which in former 
years had their own Yiddish companies, 
are waiting,, patiently or otherwise, 
for New York troupes. And they are 
seldom disappointed, because every 
important New York company takes 
to the road in the spring and thei early 
summer with their most successful 
vehicles of the past season. 



A NOVELIST INSPIRED BY JUSTICE 

(Continued from page 9) 
storm-troopers — by order of her liberalism causes her 



brother Olaf. 

For Freya life now holds little but 
despair. Nor is this pessimistic frame 
of mind relieved by the treatment her 
father receives from the Nazis. Be- 
cause he is Jewish, he is deprived of 
his Professorship. Because he is a 
staunch lover of liberalism and jus- 
tice, and aids some innocent victims 
of the Nazi persecutors, he is finally 
thrown into a concentration camp. 
Here he meets his end, but not before 
he has been the cause of the regenera- 
tion of Freya. 

Freya has discovered that she is 
bearing Hans' child, and when Fritz 
Maberg, Nazi aristocrat, and her ad- 
mirer, proposes marriage and she re- 
jects him, she makes the horrible dis- 
covery that Olaf has been responsible 
for Hans' death. She bitterly turns 
from Olaf to Fritz. But when she 
visits her father in the concentration 
camp his infinite moral courage and 



bitterness to 
vanish and she decides on her future 
plans. She leaves her child with Hans' 
parents, the Breitners, and emigrates 
to America, where she resolves to live 
in accord with her own democratic 
and liberal ideals and combat every- 
thing synonymous with Nazidom. 

Miss Bottome's narrative skill trans- 
forms The Mortal Storm with an 
amazingly lyrical drama. Her psy- 
chological insight into her characters 
makes them not types but flesh and 
blood people whose human character- 
istics — whether they are Liberals, 
Communists, or Nazis — are so aston- 
ishingly vivid that one cannot help 
feeling that The Mortal Storm is a 
true portrait of Germany today. 

By writing this novel, Phyllis Bot- 
tome has continued that tradition of 
English literature which expresses it- 
self in sympathetic and admiring de- 
lineation of the Jewish people. George 

(Continued on next page) 
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asketball Season Under Way 



With a grand array of basketball 
players the "Center" ball season has 
already started. After several weeks 
of intense practice our players and 
team have rounded into good shape. 
Barring casualties and other unfor- 
seen situations that might cause us to 
lose some members of our squad, we 
can look forward to a really good sea- 
son. 

Heading the list of players, will 
again be Milton Levine, a former City 
College star who will act as our cap- 
tain. The other members of our squad 
and their former affiliation include: 

Sid Rabinowitz — American A. A. 
U. team. 

Irwin Schneider — American A. A. 
U. team. 

Isidore Katz— C. C. N. Y. 
Irwin Witty— N. Y. U. 
Robert Siegel— C. C. N. Y. 
Sam Smith— C. C. N. Y. (Even- 
ing). 

Milton Greenberg — C. C. N. Y. 
(Evening) . 

George Roberts — Jefferson High 
Varsity. 

Max Fischler — Jefferspn High Var- 
sity. 

Milton Gimplowitz — Jefferson 
High Varsity. 

Joe Dryfuss — Monroe High Var- 
sity. 

William Reiber — Seward Park High 
Varsity. 

This year the team will play weekly 
in our gym, and we really anticipate 
not only a banner season on the court, 
but also a banner season in the way 
of support from our members. Not only 
will good games be in store for you, 
but a grand social evening can be ex- 
pected. Dancing will be held in con- 
junction with every home game. 

Mr. Al Witty, the chairman of the 
basketball committee has gone to great 
lengths in arranging our schedule 
which follows : 

Sun., Oct. 30th — Foley A.C. of 
Tarrytown at Center. 

Sat., Nov. 5th— Newark Y.M.H.A. 
at Newark. 

Sun., Nov. 6th — Washington 
Heights Y.M.H.A. at Center. 

Sat., Nov. 12th— Williamsburg Y. 
M.H.A. at Williamsburg. 



Sun., Nov. 13th — Ohrbach's at Cen- 
ter. 

Sun., Nov. 20th— New Haven J.C. 
C. at Center. 

Sun., Nov. 27th — Hebrew Educa- 
tional Soc. at Center. 

Sun., Dec. 4th — Newark Y.M.H. 
A. at Center. 

Sat., Dec. 10th— Eighth Ave. Tem- 
ple at Center. 

Sun., Dec. 11th— 92nd Street Y.M. 
H.A. at Y.M.H.A. 

Sun., Dec. 18th —92nd Street Y. 
M.H.A. at Center. 

Mon., Dec. 26th — 9th Ave. Temple 
at Temple. 

Wed., Dec. 28th— Prospect Y.M.C. 
A. at Y.M.C.A. 

Sun., Jan. 1st — To be announced. 

Sun., Jan. 8th — Union Temple at 
Center. 

Sat., Jan. 14th — To be announced. 

Sun., Jan. 15th— Plainfield J. C. C. 
at Plainfield. 

Sun., Jan. 22nd — Ohrbach's at Cen- 
ter. 

Sun., Jan. 29th — To be announced. 
Sun., Feb. 5th — To be announced. 
Sat., Feb. 11th — Union Temple at 
Temple. 

Sun., Feb. 12th— Plainfield J. C. C. 
at Center. 

Sun., Feb. 19th — To be announced. 
Wed., Feb. 22nd — To be announced. 
Sun., Feb. 26th — To be announced. 



SISTERHOOD CHORAL GROUP 
ORGANIZED 

The Choral Group of our Sister- 
hood has been organized and will con- 
tinue to meet every Tuesday morning 
at 11 o'clock. The group is under the 
leadership of our cantor, Rev. Samuel 
Kantor. Members of the Center who 
are interested in joining this group are 
requested to please attend the next 
meeting. There is no age limit for 
membership in this group. 



EXPRESSIONS OF CONDOLENCE 

We extend our heartfelt expressions 
of sympathy and condolence to Mrs. 
Mary Duberstein of 406 Crown St. 
upon the death of her daughter, Mrs. 
Anna Cassel on Friday. Oct. 21st. 



CENTER RESTAURANT 

Open on Sundays 
During the Season 

from 12 Noon to 5 P. M. 

Excellent Dinners Served 
at $1. — per person 

Also a la carte 



If at all possible please telephone your 
reservations in advance. (PRes. 4-1400) 



A NOVELIST INSPIRED 
BY JUSTICE 

(Continued from page 20) 

Eliot's Daniel Deronda and Cumber- 
land's drama, The Jem, are good illus- 
trations of this tradition. The Mortal 
Storm is another. For no doubt Miss 
Bottome agrees with the words Pro- 
fessor Roth speaks to Rudi: 

"To be a Jew is to belong to an old, 
harmless race that has lived in every 
country in the world, and that has en- 
riched every country it has lived in." 



BIALIK'S LEGENDS 

(Continued from page 10) 

printed and bound, and illustrated with 
woodcuts by the eminent artist, How- 
ard Simon. The stories and legends are 
told with so much charm that they are 
bound to captivate every child. 

The Hebrew Publishing Company 
of New York is to be congratulated 
for its vision in producing such a book, 
and we earnestly trust that Jewish par- 
ents will be prompted by the same vis- 
ion and present this work to their child- 
ren. It will help to provide them with 
the Jewish cultural riches that should 
be theirs. 

—I. H. L. 



CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations and best wishes are 
extended to Mr. and Mrs. Samuel 
Bernstein of 430 Crown St. upon the 
marriage of their son Milton to Miss 
Muriel VVeinstein. 
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moral courage when 'Aryan' German 
doctors ignore this persecution of Jew- 
ish doctors. They are, besides, no 
doubt actuated by the shabby feeling 
that they have at last got rid of the 
competition of better qualified Jews. 
It would not be amiss if the great me- 
dical associations in the democratic 
countries were to issue an internation- 
al protest against this attempt to 
starve out the Jewish doctors in Ger- 
many and Austria. Is there sufficient 
moral indignation left in the world to 
make such a protest possible?" 

* * * 

Disclosing that the first 8 months of 
this year, 302 immigrant doctors from 
Germany, 62 from Austria and 26 
from Italy were admitted to the 
United States against a total of 36 
from the same countries in 1928, the 
Journal of the American Medical As- 
sociation has asked that "careful, sym- 
pathetic consideration" be given to 
the problem of refugee Jewish phy- 
sicians in this country. The Journal 
states that "the situation is fraught 
with difficulties arising from economic 
stress, chauvinistic prejudices, fears 
that have been stimulated by propa- 
ganda, and other motivations." 

* * * 

The annual British Trades Con- 
gress has approved the admission of 
England from Germany and Austria 
of 100 dentists, 50 doctors and 50 
medical students annually for the next 
five years. 

* * * 

Declaring that unemployment is 
caused not by overpopulation but by 
other economic factors, the Presby- 
tery of the United Church of Canada 
has urged the Canadian government to 
admit Jewish victims of persecution in 
Germany, Austria and Italy. 

* * * 

That Gentile refugees from Ger- 
many, numbering about one-third of 
all the emigrant victims of Nazi per- 
secution, are aided almost exclusively 
by Jewish agencies, is the report of 
Miss Katherine Devereux Blake, chair- 
man of the International Relations 
Committee of the Federation of Wo- 
men's Clubs of this city. Miss Blake, 
who recently returned here after study- 
ing the refuge problem abroad, said: 
"So far, the churches of the 'non- 
Aryan' Catholics and Protestants have 
not taken up the question of relief, as 



they don't realize the situation as it 
really stands. Here the Jewish or- 
ganizations, as individuals, have come 
to their aid and have borne the ex- 
pense of caring for these refugees. 
They generously responded when the 
British Co-ordinated Committee for 
Refugees found it necessary to appeal 
to them for help in caring for the 
Christian refugees." 



Bible College, in Swansea, Wales, 
has opened its doors to 50 young Jew- 
ish refugees from Germany. These 
students will take special courses in 
agriculture to enable them to live in 
Palestine where they will immigrate 
upon completing their studies. 



In order that places of refuge might 
be provided for the victims of the re- 
cent hurricane in many New England 
communities, Rosh Hashonah services 
in synagogues there were suspended 
and the doors of those and other Jew- 
ish institutions were placed at the dis- 
posal of the authorities. 



Irene Harand, the Catholic founder 
of a movement against Racial Hatred 
and Human Distress, is now in the 
United States, a refugee from Austria, 
from which she escaped on the eve of 
Hitler's annexation of that land. Her 
intention is to become a citizen of this 
country and to continue her ardent ac- 
tivities against the doctrines and prac- 
tices of the Nazis. 



Sir Victor Sassoon, of a family 
known as the "Rothschilds of the 
East," has brought 10,000 square 
miles of land in Brazil where agricul- 
tural settlements will be established 
for Jewish refugees from Germany. 



That Hitler is a psychopatic type 
was vouchsafed to Science Service by 
three eminent American psychiatrists, 
Dr. Karl Menninger, chief of staff of 
the Menninger Clinic at Topeka, Kan- 
sas, Dr. Oscar J. Raeder, professor of 
psychiatry at Boston University, and 
Dr. A. A. Brill. 
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THE JEWS OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

(Continued from page 6) 



thirty-eight thousand in Moravia, 7,- 
500 in Silesia, 136,000 in Slovakia, 
and 93,500 in Bohemia. In Bohemia 
sixty per cent of the Jews lived in the 
big cities like Prague, Bruenn, Maeh- 
risch-Ostrau, and Pilsen. 

Prague, the old, romantic capital, 
with its thirty-one thousand Jews, 
ranks as the largest Jewish commun- 
ity. There was a large Jewish immi- 
gration here as early as 100 A.D. Ib- 
rahim Ibn Jakub, who visited Prague 
in 965, gives an observer's account of 
the way trade was carried on. At the 
end of the fourteenth century three 
thousand Jews lived in Prague, among 
them landowners, artisans, weavers, 
miners, masons, and sailors. Samuel 
Jomtob Wigales was a famous sculp- 
tor of the period. 

In later times it was particularly the 
Jewish scholars of Prague who made 
the Jews famous. Among these were 
the famous Rabbi Loew (Loewe ben 
Bezalel). Yet there were recurrent 
outbreaks of Jewish persecution and 
exile. At the beginning of the seven- 
teenth century there were about five 
thousand Jews in Bohemia. Prague, 
in 1708, had twelve thousand Jews as 
a result of emigration from Poland 
and the Ukraine. The Jews of that day 
were active in all callings. They were 
cabinet makers and locksmiths, poets 
and merchants, bankers and tailors. 

Even today Jewish Prague presents 
a complete picture in itself, with the 
Alt-Neuschul, the old Jewish court- 
house, and the celebrated centuries-old 
graveyard. To wander among its low 
tombstones set under tall, shady trees, 
with their inscriptions which tell of 
Jewish misery and Jewish happiness, 
remains an unforgettable experience 
for any visitor. 

Crowded as closely as the stones of 
the old Prague cemetery were the 
houses and little alleys of the Jewish 
ghetto. The Jewish city in Prague was 
always cramped. In the eighteenth 
century thirteen synagogues and three 
hundred houses crowded its narrow 
streets. The houses were as high as 
three stories and always densely popu- 
lated. At that time the community 
comprised twenty thousand people. To- 
day the old synagogues and most of 
the Jewish houses have, unfortunately 
disappeared. 



The Jews suffered a terrible fate 
when they were ordered out of Prague 
by the Austrian Empress Marie The- 
resa in 1745. At the time the president 
of the University of Prague, surely an 
unbiased witness, wrote as follows : "It 
is terrible to see this people emigrat- 
ing with children and the sick in the 
biting cold. The highways are choked. 
Sick and dead lie by the wayside." 

Only after three years was the or- 
der of exile rescinded. For the Em- 
press had finally realized that the 
"exodus of the Jews would cause the 
country millions of damages." Of 
course the Jews had to continue to 
live in ghettoes. They were not re- 
leased until 1867, when they gained 
full civil equality. 

* * * 

The second greatest city, and also 
the second greatest Jewish settlement 
after Prague, is Bruenn. There live 
ten thousand Jews, a quarter of all the 
Jews in Moravia. They comprise five 
per cent of the population. The third 
largest city is Maehrisch-Ostrau, with 
seven thousand Jews. The fourth is 
Pilsen, which has four thousand Jews. 
All these Bohemian cities will continue 
to remain within the Czech Republic. 
But it is doubtful if this will be the 
case with Bratislava, the largest city 
of Slovakia. It is now being claimed by 
Hungary. Nine thousand Jews live 
there. They constitute one of the old- 
est Jewish communities in Europe, 
and the graveyard at Bratislava tells 
of a rich, work-filled, and sorrow- 
laden Jewish life that is centuries old. 
There one can still see where the nar- 
row little alleys of the former ghetto 
begin, the iron chains which were once 
drawn around the Jewish city as soon 
as night fell. And poverty is as great 
in these little alleys today as it ever 
was. 

Here are the outstanding communi- 
ties in Sudetenland which were re- 
cently "conquered peaceably" by Hit- 
ler and whose Jews are exposed to a 
particularly hard fate: Teplitz-Schoe- 
nau, with 4,000 Jews, many manufac- 
turers, artists, physicians, lawyers, 
etc.; Karlsbad, with 4,000 Jews, 
among whom are many famous doc- 
tors ; Olmuetz, with 3,000 Jews, prin- 
cipally industralists, doctors, lawyers ; 
Bruex, 1,900 Jews; Reichenberg, 2,- 
000 Jews, and Saaz, 1,500 Jews; Ig- 
lau, 1,500 Jews. The fate of these 



Jews is easy to foresee. They will be 
robbed of all rights and any possibility 
of earning their daily bread. Whoever 
has money will be sent to concentra- 
tion camps and then released upon the 
payment of a high ransom. 

In Slovakia there are 8,700 Jews in 
Munkaczevo, 6,000 in Koscyce, 3,600 
inUzhorod. Here the Jews are prin- 
cipally artisans, merchants, and Tal- 
mud students. Their piety is great, 
their economic situation miserable. 
Slovakia has now become an autono- 
mous state. Will the Jews be better 
off than before? On the contrary. On 
the day the new premier Dr. Tiso, 
took over the government, he solemn- 
ly proclaimed : "We want to live in 
close friendship with all countries 
which are fighting the Jewish-Bolshe- 
vik idea." Seldom has a new state 
made a more clear and unambiguous 

confession of anti-Semitism. 

* * * 

What is the situation in the Bohem- 
ian parts of the new republic? Presi- 
dent Benes, a worthy follower of the 
great philosopher and philanthropist, 
Masaryk, has laid down the reins of 
government. His future successor, 
whoever he may be, will pursue an 
anti-Semitic policy. The new Czecho- 
slovakia can literally not exist without 
Hitler's freindship. And friendship 
with both Hitler and the Jews — well, 
that is hardly thinkable. 

So the new republic will follow in 
Italy's footsteps. They will abandon 
the Jews. It will force them out of 
every calling, discriminate against 
them, and quickly forget that of all the 
minorities they were the only ones 
who were willing to shed their blood 
in a war without making any condi- 
tions. 

Perhaps they will even force them 
to leave the country. Then not 125,000 
but 355,000 people will be turned into 
Wandering Jews, with no place to lay 
their heads. Together with the Ger- 
man and Austrian Jews, that will 
make over a million European Jews 
with no home, no country. 

The noteworthy Munich four-power 
accord has not only torn the last ban- 
ner of European democracy and free- 
dom to tatters. It has created new 
Jewish misery. It means another battle 
lost to the Jews of the world, the third 
within 'five years. The greatest war the 
Jewish people has ever fought will 
certainly end in victory. But today the 
situation -is desperate.- Hence no ef- 
fort must be spared to bring about the 
final victory. 



THIRD ANNUAL MUSICAL FESTIVAL 



N O member of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center can afford to miss the perform- 
ance arranged for the benefit of the 
Center by the Metropolitan Opera 
Company. The greatest singers in the 
world will appear in scenes from the 
greatest operas. Reserve your seats 

well in advance if you wish to be sure 

t 

of good locations. 



METROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSE 

SUNDAY. DECEMBER 11. 1938 
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The 

Jewish Memorial Chapel 

"Brooklyn's Most Beautiful Funeral Home" 



MISIKOFF BROS. 
Funeral Directors 



Members of the Brooklyn Jewish Center 



FOR RENT 



6 ROOMS and 3 BATHS 

985 PARK PLACE 
BROOKLYN 

Reasonable Rental — Fine Location 




1406 PITKIN AVE. 
At Eastern Parkway 

PRes. 3-4100 
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The World Has Been Awakened 



THAT part of mankind which but 
yesterday was cheered with hope 
and faith that the fragile blos- 
som, the Munich peace, might expand 
and grow beautiful, stands today be- 
wildered, baffled and rebuked. If a 
little rosy child were suddenly to grow 
old and gray, with gaunt hands, fur- 
rowed cheeks and bloodshot eyes, such 
an awful transformation would 
scarcely be more startling to the pro- 
ponents of the Munich peace than its 
sudden, dark eclipse. 

The opponents and sceptics of that 
peace, however, are not surprised, 
saddening and tormenting as is its 
disappearance. They always regarded 
it as a desperate flirtation excited by 
the exigencies of the times. They pre- 
dicted that the world would always 
pause and wonder and feel uneasy 
about that peace, that civilization 
would wax and wane around it. The 
nature and dignity of the event, the 
manner in which it was achieved, the 
attendent circumstances, the dismem- 
berment of Czechoslovakia, the re- 
sultant shock, have raised that peace 
to unprecedentedly fateful heights. 

The opponents always considered 
this peace an idle dream, a prophecy 
of deceit, destined (to| 'bring to the 
world more aggravating burdens. They 
characterized it a triumph of gun-civ- 
ilization, a humiliating and tormenting 
surrender of the forces of actual peace 
to the forces of darkness and aggres- 
sion. It was predicted that as a re- 
sult of the Munich peace Hitler and 
his grandiose plans would become even 
more the objects of the Nazis' adora- 
tion ; that Mein Kampf would be even 
more preciously regarded as the bible 
of Hitler's followers; that his expan- 
sionist plans more than ever their goal; 
that the renaissance of Macht, of pan- 
Germanism, the Drang Nach Osten 
their considered policy of state. 

Now that we have had a better op- 
portunity to make a more sober ap- 
praisal of this peace, it becomes even 
more clear that it was destined to van- 



ish from the very beginning. "The 
work of righteousness shall be peace," 
but not the work of iniquity. That 
Mr. Chamberlain himself, the recip- 
ient of congratulations over the peace, 
had little faith in it is attested by his 
significant statement : "Notwith- 
standing this peace I have made, not- 
withstanding peace in our time, the 
great thing, the immediate thing, the 
practical thing we have to do, is go 
ahead with rearmament." Mr. Cham- 
berlain manifestly believed the world 
no less endangered by the prospect 
of war, and considered the peace pact 
as affording merely a convenient res- 
pite to prepare for war. 

Why could not the Munich peace 
agreement prosper and endure? Be- 
cause it was not a peace based upon 
reason, but was a concession to the 
threats of a blood-stained despot of 
whom it can be said: "Tyrant, if the 
blood that you have shed should be 
collected in this square, you might 
drink of it without stooping your lips." 

It was not a peace in the cause of 
liberty dictated by reverence for the 
supremacy of human rights, reverence 
for the sacredness and spirituality of 
man. A peace which involved the 
handing over of millions of "sons of 
liberty" to be coerced and regiment- 
ed, cowed and crushed; a peace 
which filled a wider area of the earth's 
surface with the shrieks and wailings 
of widows and orphans — which pre- 
cipitated a world-wide rearmament 
race — such a peace must stand con- 
demned by the moral sentiment of the 
civilized world. 

The world, however, with aching 
heart bore in silence the pangs of be- 
reavement and, compromising with its 
own conscience, signed the peace pact 
which carried all this shame and 
wrong in the fond hope that through 
these sacrifices the raging tempest 
would be tranquillized and the evils 
of war averted. 

But (unfortunately, martyrdom of 
Czechoslovakia did not bring the 



hoped-for appeasement. The flaming 
passion of man-torturing Hitler-hate 
could not be quenched with the blood 
of that country alone. More sacrifi- 
ces were demanded, more moral cat- 
astrophes, more spiritual ruin, a more 
dreary uniformity of sorrow. Thus, 
on November 10th, 1938, Nazi feroc- 
ity and inhumanity reached a hideous 
maturity, an atrocious perfectness in 
the unparalleled pogroms against the 
Jews. This fresh shower of blood and 
tears softened men's hearts and 
caused an awakening. "The world 
saw a brand lifted in the sombre 
sky, which shone from East to West 
like lightning, and from the abodes 
of men there went up a cry, exceed- 
ing great and bitter, which thrilled up 
to the stars, and made them throb 
and tremble as in awe and fear." 

The veil which had clouded the 
world's eye was lifted. The world saw 
that there is neither polity nor safety 
in concessions to Germany. It began 
to call on itself to awaken "lest it 
sleep the sleep of death." 

This day marks the recommence- 
ment of the suspended moral and spir- 
itual life of mankind. It saw clearly 
that the issues the Jew challenges con- 
front the world ; that the language he 
speaks and the battles he fights are 
those of democracy. The world has 
become more profoundly sensible of 
the awful situation and summons men 
everywhere to unite. 

"When bad men combine, the good 
must associate, else they will fall one 
by one, an unpitied sacrifice in a con- 
temptible struggle." The world said 
in the language of Churchill: "If we 
do not stand up to dictators now, we 
shall only prepare the day when we 
shall have to stand up to them under 
far more adverse conditions." 

Israel's shining star has not been 
obscured, however dark his plight, 
however black the acts of his per- 
secutors. It is for Jewry to rededicate 
itself to its task of holding aloft the 
principles of democracy and liberal- 
ism. Out of travail will indeed a sweet 
and enduring peace emerge. 

—LOUIS J. GRIBETZ 
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THE HEART OF AMERICA 
SPEAKS 

a N the midst of the terrible tragedy 
I that has overwhelmed our people 
I in Germany, a ray of comfort has 
appeared for which we are particular- 
ly grateful. 

The remarkably unanimous response 
that came from the leaders of all re- 
ligious faiths in this land, from the 
organized Church /bodies, from the 
heads of our great universities and 
other institutions of learning, from 
Christians, high and low, all express- 
ing the horror of mankind at the 
brutalities and barbaric treatment of 
the helpless German Jews, has given 
us a new faith in mankind, and new 
courage for the coming of better days. 

Above all, the noble actions of the 
illustrious and beloved President of the 
United States, who, in most effective 
and courageous fashion, indicated to 
Nazi Germany what th Aemerican 
people and the American government 
think of its methods, has given us a 
new faith in the blessedness of dem- 
ocracy and in (its ultimate triumph 
throughout the world. 

In the heart of America we see the 
spark of Divinity which responds to 
the sufferings of all men, regardless 
of color, race, or faith. The heartening 
sympathy of America in this crisis 
has proven to us in clearest fashion 
that the rank and filfo of America 
understand the significance of the 
words: the Fatherhood of God and 
the Brotherhood of Man!. 

As long as the Jewish people shall 
live — an d we believe that means for- 
ever — so long shall we remember with 
loving gratitude and appreciation the 
role that America — has played and is 
playing in the great emergency that 
faces the Jew — and, may we add, that 
faces civilization itself ! 

—I. H. L. 



ST BETWEEN OURSELVES" 

An Intimate Chat Between Rabbi and Reader 



TO JOHN HAYNES HOLMES — 
OUR BIRTHDAY FELICITATIONS 

THE friends of Rev. John Haynes 
Holmes — and his friends include 
men and women of every faith 
—are planning a fitting celebration on 
November 29 to mark the 59th birth- 
day anniversary of this distinguished 
preacher. Dr. Holmes has won count- 
less friends in our community. He 
has been one of the very popular speak- 
ers at our Forum, and has appeared 
on our platform every year since the 
inception of the Forum. His voice 
{Continued on page 20) 



iHERE are many strange and al- 
most unbelieveable happenings 
in the religious life of our New 
York Jewish community. I am not in- 
terested at this time in discussing here 
the merits of the need of the obser- 
vance of kashrut. I take it, however, 
that even those who do not believe in, 
and who do not follow the Jewish 
Dietary laws, would vehemently op- 
pose a practice which is dishonest and 
which aims to fool people in the belief 
that the food which is offered them is 
kosher, when in truth it actually is not. 

I refer specifically to a practice 
that is spreading fast and wide, of 
terming the food "American Kosher." 
This is the vogue particularly among 
a certain class of resort hotels, and 
among certain types of caterers who 
supply family gatherings. What is 
meant by this term is simply this: the 
meats served are trefa, the other 
dishes are trefa, but butter and cream 
are not served. The simple-minded 
guest, seeing that no butter accompan- 
ies the meat dishes, is led to believe 
that he is eating a kosher prepared 
meal. And if he does venture to in- 
quire, he is informed that the food 
served is "American Kosher." 

I have heard of all kinds of "kosh- 
er", but this brand is something new 
and novel in my experience. 

I object to this term primarily be- 
cause it is an insult to the word "Amer- 
ican." That word to me and to every 
loyal Jew represents truth, honor, dig- 
nity. To make it stand for something 
that is misleading, dishonorable and 
unjust is reprehensible, and would 
I am confident, meet with whole-heart- 
ed revulsion on the part of every self- 
respecting Jew. 

But this practice must be discour- 
aged for many other reasons as well. 
Whether one wants to observe the 
laws of kashrut or not, is a matter 
that concerns the individual alone. But 
for one to deliberately mislead those 
who do believe in these laws, and who 
do want to observe them, goes to the 
essence of moral conduct. To make 
one eat trefa food in the belief that 
he is eating kosher is dishonest and 
unworthy of, any man /bearing the 
name Jew. 



I fail to understand the motive that 
it may cost a host a little more to have 
the meal he orders kosher. But if the 
host finds that he cannot afford the 
expense let him not make the show 
and let him content himself with sim- 
pler entertainment. Or if he must have 
a more elaborate party or dinner let 
him reduce the other expenses, such 
as decorations, music or drinks. To 
save money through a dishonest prac- 
tice, and thus lend oneself to an act 
that is deliberately misleading, is cer- 
tainly unworthy of all who believe in 
ethical values. 

There is yet another phase to the 
problem. I am thinking now not only 
of a function that is labelled "Amer- 
ican kosher," but of one that is open- 
ly trefa. If I invite people as my 
guests, to rejoice with me at a simcha 
in my family life, it is my duty to look 
after the comfort of these guests. I 
should do nothing that is inhospitable, 
and that would make my guests un- 
comfortable. 

And yet how often have I seen wed- 
ding dinners or other celebrations, 
where many of the invited guests had 
to sit through the entire dinner refus- 
ing nearly every dish that was served, 
simply because the host had not 
the courtesy or the good taste to think 
of their comfort, but followed only 
his own tastes and preferences. Such 
conduct reveals a lack of refinement, 
an uncouthness, on the part of the 
host which all the floral decorations 
and all the wines and liquors served 
in profusion cannot conceal. 

If Emily Post knew Jewish social 
life as well as she knows the general 
social life, she would undoubtedly 
include a set of kashrut Don't in her 
rules of etiquette. We Jews have a 
word for our conception of etiquette 
— Derech creiz. Did the ancient Rab- 
bis have some of these inconsiderate 
hosts in mind when they said: "If 
there is no Torah, no learning, you 
can't expect to find Derech eretz; and 
if there is no Derech eretz, don't ex- 
pect to find Torah" ? 
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WHY DOES HITLER HATE THE JEWS? 



By DR. KURT ROSENFELD 

(Former Minister of Justice of Prussia ) 



IT was In September 1932 when I 
had the rather doubtful pleasure 
of being faced by the hateful 
eyes of the Fuehrer-to-come. Few 
Jews have been in such direct con- 
tact with him as I have been. At that 
time he was a witness and I was 
counsel for the defendant in a law 
suit against an Aryan writer named 
Abel. This Abel had testified under 
oath in a previous suit that Hitler had 
received money from Mussolini; since 
Hitler denied this fact Mr. Abel was 
indicted for perjury. 

In the course of this procedure Hit- 
ler attempted to shout vehemently, as 
he always did when accused of de- 
famatory and low actions. When 1 
started cross-examining him he be- 
came excited and confused, and was 
at a loss for answers. I could clearly 
see hate distorting his face, and final- 
ly he cried: "I refuse to give an an- 
swer to a Jew lawyer." 

I then moved for his punishment 
for contempt of court, and the judge 
sentenced him to a fine of 1000 Reich 
marks. 

At that time there were still judges 
in Germany. 

At that time I asked myself as I 
have since: Why, after all, does Hit- 
ler hate the Jews? 

Historians attempt to find the an- 
swer in his own life. It has been said 
that Hitler, as a youth, had some un- 
pleasant experiences with a Jew which 
thereafter prejudiced him against the 
entire Jewish race. Yet there are no 
facts to substantiate such an origin of 
his anti-Semitism. 

It is true from his twentieth to his 
twenty-second year Hitler lived in 
Vienna among what is called in Ger- 
man lumpenproletariat. At that time 
he made his living by shoveling snow 
in the winter and begging in sum- 
mer ; he ate his daily soup in the pub- 
lic kitchen and spent his nights in the 
shelter maintained by the twentieth 
borough in Brigittenau, where he con- 
stantly met the poorest of the poor 
Jews. He pretended to have learned 
during this time that it is possible to 
recognize Jews as Jews only by their 
nose?. He held to this absurd theory 
even later when he met other Jews. 
He stressed the fact that the appear- 
ance of Jews differs from that of the 
German people. 



The dominating party in Vienna 
then was the Christian Social, which 
fought both Jews and Socialists. Its 
leader was Mayor Karl Lueger, whom 
Hitler has praised as the "most out- 
standing mayor of all times." I re- 
member this man very well. I heard 
his first speech when he began his 
duties as mayor. It was filled with 
blind hatred against socialists and 
Jews. Yet he fought rather religion 
than race. He even was on friendly 
terms with some Jews, and once de- 
clared when charged with this, "Whe- 
ther somebody is a Jew or not is up 
to me." 

In 1912 Hitler left Vienna for 
Munich. He said : "This melting-pot 
of races of which the capitial con- 
sists filled me with utter disgust. I 
hated this mixture of Czechs, Poles, 
Hungarians, Ruthenians, Serbians, 
Croatians. Among all those people 
grew the eternal parasites of human- 
ity, the Jews. Jews and Jews again. 
The capital seemed to me to be the 
incarnation of incest. 

After the war ended, Hitler held the 
Jews responsible for Marxism, which 
he hates as deeply as he does the Jews 
themselves. Marx' doctrine is, ac- 
cording to him, a product of the Jew- 
ish race and its tool to conquer the 
world. Evidently he does not know 
that neither Hegel nor Feuerbach, 
whose philosophies decisively influ- 
enced Marx were not Jews ; or that 
Marx' closest collaborator Engels, and 
Kautsky, who did more than anybody 
else to propagate Marxism, and Len- 
in, who further developed Marx' 
original ideas were all Gentiles. Hitler 
does not know that Marx considered 
assimilation of the Jews as the only 
solution of the Jewish question. He 
refuses to see what he does not wish 
to see. The Nazis never listen to ob- 
jections at their meetings. They tol- 
erate neither contradiction nor discus- 
sion. During the period of the Wei- 
mar Republic, when somebody at- 
tempted to raise a question at such a 
meeting he immediately found himself 
thrown out. The National Socialists 
knew very well that it would be easy 
to refute them if they permitted free 
discussion. 



Hitler's strongest argument against 
the Jews always has been and still is 
that world Jewry is striving for world 
domination. He constantly talked 
himself and his followers into believ- 
ing that world Jewry is plotting to 
subjugate the Gentile world. To prove 
this absurd theory he repeatedly re- 
fers to the notorious pamphlet "Die 
Weisen von Zion" (The wise men of 
Zion), which allegedly proves the 
plans for world domination. Every- 
body knows that this pamphlet is a 
forgery. Thus he applies his infamous 
principle that gross lying is the best 
means of winning people to one's side 
— if only the lies are repeated again 
and again. With the slogan : Deutsch- 
er Michel erwache! (German Michael 
wake up!) he keeps on repeating this 
slander. 

But there were more concrete and 
effective arguments used by National 
Socialist agitation. After the war one 
economic crisis after the other shook 
the German people. Unemployment 
grew worse and worse. Millions of 
unemployed were condemned to idle- 
ness. To these millions Hitler pointed 
out the Jews who still had property 
and kept their positions. The unem- 
ployed Jews were not as noticeable as 
the well-to-do Jews. Thus it was 
rather easy to incite the lowest in- 
stincts of competition by drawing at- 
tention to those Jews who played an 
important part in the public, econo- 
mic, financial, and commercial life of 
the country, as well as to those Jews 
who had distinguished themselves in 
the professions and arts. By dema- 
gogic means it was possible to prom- 
ise liberation from unemployment by 
displacing or expelling a few thou- 
sand Jews. The Nazis are masters of 
propaganda and their demagogic 
method was all the more successful 
since there was no effective counter 
action on the part of the Jews. The 
majority of the German Jews were 
convinced that silence was the safest 
way to remain inconspicuous and so 
to escape persecution. Frequently one 
heard the opinion voiced (and unfor- 
fortunately this opinion is still alive 
in other countries) that the anti- 
Semitic movement assumed political 
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importance only because of those 
Jews who protested against anti- 
Semitism or fought it. 

It is always in periods of economic 
crisis that Jew baiting grows most 
successfully. Tbe rise and fall of anti- 
Semitism correspond to the rise and 
fall of economy; with almost mathe- 
matical precision one can prove that 
economic depression always provokes 
a high tide of Jew baiting and that 
correspondingly, during periods of 
economic prosperity there is a low 
tide of anti-Semitism. The famous 
Court preacher, Stoecker, who was 
the anti-Semitic leader of the Wilhel- 
minic Germany, exploited the tempor- 
ary economic crisis for his actions, 
and the Baron von Schoenerer did 
the same in Austria. Their alternat- 
ing successes reflect the changes of 
the economic life. Thus the Hitler 
anti-Semitism did not increase in a 
constant and uninterrupted manner, 
and it is not surprising to see that the 
first important rise of the Nazi move- 
ment took place during the period of 
the violent inflation of 1923. At this 
time Hitler tried his notorious "Nov- 
ember Putsch." When the shadows of 
inflation began to vanish, the Hitler 
ghosts seemed to disappear. But when 
after 1928 the new crisis set in over- 
whelming the masses of the people, 
and particularly the workers, with a 
violence unheard of before — Hitler 
punctually stood "ante-portas." 

It is true that economic crises do 
not offer the final explanation of anti- 
Semitism. Other countries too suffer- 
ed serious economic difficulties with- 
out recourse to anti-Semitism. France, 
England, and America had consider- 
able unemployment and remained free 
from this taint. 

How then can the Jew hatred be ex- 
plained? Besides the economic factor 
there must be considered an import- 
ant psychological, one even could say, 
educational factor. England, France, 
and America are countries, in which 
political democracy is backed by a 
long and powerful tradition. This tra- 
dition started centuries ago, and those 
centuries gradually transformed their 
people. Germany on the other hand 
cannot refer to any tradition of free- 
dom like the western democracies. 
She went through centuries of bond- 
age and her leading thinkers again and 
again have branded her servile men- 
tality. It was Goethe who complained 
that Germany's genius can be found 
only in libraries. Hoelderlin called the 



Germans "barbarians" from the earl- 
iest beginnings. Nietzsche's violent ac- 
cusations are well known. Absolutism 
and tyranny dominate German his- 
tory. Freedom in Germany again and 
again rises like a blazing flame, but is 
quickly suppressed. 

Almost never did the Nazi make 
an effort to show positively the ac- 
tions or omissions of the Jews 
through which they allegedly had 
harmed the public or economic life of 
the German people. Never did they 
demonstrate in what respect Jews are 
parasites. If they did try to prove 
their absurd assertions, it would have 
been rather easy to refute their argu- 
ments by pointing to the great 
achievements of many Jews in vari- 
ous fields. When they make more 
concrete statements, as for instance, 
that Jews are criminals and murder- 
ers, a single volume of crime statistics 
is sufficient to unmask them as liars. 
Decades before Hitler came to pow- 
er August Bebel, the great German 
labor leader, caller anti-Semitism 
"Socialism for the blockheads." With 
this term he aimed exactly at that sort 
of socialization which actually was 
propagated by the Nazis, i.e. sociali- 
zation by expropriation of Jews. It 
was only Jewish property that was 
the Nazi target. And they saw noth- 
ing objectionable in the operations of 
the non- Jewish capitalists. It is by 
these that Hitler was fostered, it is 
their money which filled the Nazi 
pockets in periods of low tide. And 
the Nazis showed, and still are show- 
ing, their gratitude by permitting 
these financial backers to ignore the 
alleged socialism of the Nazis and to 
exploit the workers. 

Even before they came to power the 
National Socialists advocated the idea 
of totalitarianism. In his speech of 
June 12, 1933, Propaganda Minister 
Josef Goebbels formulated it in the 
following way: "One opinion, one 
party, one conviction. This will be- 
come the normal situation in Ger- 
many. It is only too obvious that the 
Nazis understood that the very exist- 
ence of Jews in the Third Reich 
would mean a constant difficulty with- 
in such a state, all the more as num- 
erous Jews had gained excellent re- 
putations among their fellow citizens. 
Thus they had to aim at the destruc- 
tion of the Jews. 

What is surprising, is not German 
anti-Semitism but the fact that in 
spite of six years of hate campaigns 



certain parts of the German masses 
have resisted anti-Semitism. This fact 
is proved by the behavior of the popu- 
lation during the last pogrom. There 
were non-Jewish people who had the 
courage to protest against the bar- 
baric excesses. Aryan workers re- 
peatedly approached American journ- 
alists and asked them to report the 
truth and to emphasize that no work- 
er had taken part in this devastation. 
Aryans protested openly against Jew 
bating though they knew well that 
their courage endangered their free- 
dom and even their lives. Only those 
Nazis under the direct command of 
party officials destroyed Jewish pro- 
perty and injured the Jews. And those 
officials are responsible and will have 
to live up to their responsibility. 

Hatred is not a creative force. Ha- 
tred only destroys but never builds 
up. This is sufficiently demonstrated 
by the last five years, and every day 
will make it more evident. To be sure 
there are certain eruptions of violence 
and of blind hatred in other countries 
too. Here in America for instance, we 
still find remnants of lynchings. How- 
ever, democracy provides the means 
for removing such remnants that date 
from the dark ages of human bar- 
barism. Democracy offers the possibi- 
lity of restoring human honor after 
such excesses. It punishes the guilty 
ones and its principle of education 
aims at the taming of such animal in- 
stincts. In Germany the ring leaders 
of lynch justice are encouraged and 
even glorified by the government. 

Yet not for long. Hitler's days of 
hatred, will pass. And his time will 
be shorter the more clearly the world 
realizes that it must help the true and 
genuine Germany that now is groan- 
ing under the boots of SA and SS. 



IMPORTED EPISODE 

!N the shadow of City Hall in New 
York an aged woman almost precipi- 
tated a riot by carrying on her back 
a sign attacking the Jews. Bearing the 
words, "Framed, convicted and par- 
oled by Jews," the sign was torn off 
by infuriated bystanders before a po- 
liceman came to the woman's rescue. 



For pasting on subway station pil- 
lars anti-Semitic caricatures of the 
Statue of Liberty, a New Yorker 
was recently sentenced in court to six 
months' imprisonment. 
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PHYLLIS BOTTOME LOOKS INTO 

THE FUTURE* 



TO all those who have read Phyl- 
lis Bottome's "The Mortal 
Storm" her attitude towards 
Nazism and Fascism is of course, 
well known. She abhors both and con- 
siders them to be "states founded by 
criminals for frightened people." She 
is a democrat who recognizes the 
probably inherent limitations of dem- 
ocracy (as to so called efficiency and 
directness of method.) She is cer- 
tainly a democrat who looks with 
clear eyes on the failures of demo- 
cracy in practice and sees that al- 
though a true democracy is "a state 
founded by the people for the people" 
that aim, although far from impos- 
sible of realization, has actually been 
suffered to fail because of imperfec- 
tion of method and approach. A con- 
demnation of Fascism coming from 
her, therefore, has added value in 
that it is the verdict of a realist and 
not the wishful thinking of a senta- 
mentalist. 

Miss Bottome speaks by the book. 
She lived in Austria for nine years 
until Anschluss. She lived in Italy 
long enough to understand the psy- 
chology of the Italian people both 
before and after the advent of Mus- 
solini. She lived in Germany under 
the old regime and under the new. 
Her summaries of values are the re- 
sults of experiences, and her formu- 
lae come out of the laboratory of re- 
action to personally known events. 
Those who have spoken with her and 
who have listened to her inspired 
words have the feeling of history 
translated by emotion into truth. 

One doesn't get from Miss Bottome 
an easy comfort. She knows the far- 
reaching extent of the swiay which 
Nazism and Fascism hold over mil- 
lions of people, not only in the sense 
of power over them, but in the fact 
of the people's allegiance to this "ap- 
palling crime which is going to be the 
very worst thing that has ever hap- 
pened in history, if it doesn't destroy 
the human race altogether." For Miss 
Bottome sees the point that Nazism 
is strong not because of its own 
strength, but because, of the weak- 

*Impressions of Miss Phyllis Bot- 
tome's lecture delivered at the Brook- 
lyn Jewish Center Forum on Novem- 
ber \Ath, 1938. 
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nesses of democratic countries which 
are and inevitably must be opposed 
to Fascism. With penetrating insight 
she has said, "That the only thing 
which gave the Nazis any power at all 
was their peoples' fears." It was the 
surrender of responsibility by the na- 
tural opponents of Fascism and Naz- 
ism which built up and made formid- 
able those essentially repugnant and 
weak aberrations from political norm- 
ality. We may cry out against the per- 
petrators of crimje in the name of 
power politics. We may be horrified 
by the internal examples of repres- 
siv egovernment. In the last analy- 
sis, however, we are subject to the re- 
proach, "Physician, heal thyself !". 

Miss Bottome has discussed one of 
the hopes of re-generation. This she 
finds in the women who live under 
Fascism and Nazism. Her hope is an 
elaboration of the old truism, that 
the hand which rocks the cradle rules 
the world. In the case of Italian wo- 
men she is not as optimistic as she is 
when forecasting the role of women 
in Germany. It is interesting to note 
the differences in background and ha- 
bit which compel her to this conclu- 
sion. 

Italian women, according to Miss 
Bottome, live a life apart from their 
men except in those two periods of 
relationship in which men are their 
lovers or their sons. They have never, 
either before or since Fascism, had an 
opportunity for participation in public 
affairs or private business and they 
have not developed a sense of person- 
al responsibility for public happenings. 
Changes in the relation of the State to 
those things which make up life out- 
side of the home — to business, to pol- 
itics, to the professions, have not af- 
fected them because they have never 
had a part in the management of those 
affairs. 

Miss Bottome believes that because 
essentially the Italian women do not 
like men, their sole reaction to Mus- 
solini is that they dislike him more 
than they dislike the averfege man. 
But that is as far as it goes. The Ital- 
ian woman has no sense of personal de- 
privation by reason of the existence 



of the Fascist regime and therefore, 
has nothing on which to base that 
deep resentment which is the fore- 
runner of revolution, either physical 
or spiritual. 

In the German women, however, 
Miss Bottome finds a completely dif- 
ferent condition. The fifteen years or 
so of the Weimar Republic wrought 
a fundamental change in the life and 
at the same time, in the attitude of 
women in Germany. Formerly, and 
before the war, their destiny had been 
circumscribed by the spirit of the 
Kaiser's ultimatum: "Kinder, kirche, 
und kuche". To these homely wavs 
the Kai ser relegated all of the women 
of Germany, not as an imperial ukase 
but as- an expression of the place 
which women held in German society. 

War is always a terrible price to pay 
for reform, but we do have to admit 
that reforms come out of war. So it 
was in the case of the German women. 
They who had always been inferiors 
to men and who had accepted their 
inferiority as an eternal dispensation, 
came out of the war with at least 
the hope of equality with men in eco- 
nomic, professional and social fields. 
The universities of Germany were 
opened to women and they availed 
themselves of the opportunity to be- 
come members of the medical, legal 
and other professions. They were 
found in business and in fact, they 
became a real factor in the life of 
Germany. Naturally women who were 
doing work which had always been 
the field for men demanded and began 
to receive an equality with men that 
was good not only for them, but for 
the men. (In the case of the German 
male, it was more than just good for 
him, it was a remarkable tonic!). 

Hitler has changed all that and 
once again the emphasis on the place 
of women in German life relegates 
her to the status so pithily described 
by the Kaiser. Today the German wo- 
man is at least beginning to be even 
less a complement to the men of Ger- 
many than she was formerly. Now, a 
whole half of the population of the coun- 
try cannot taste freedom and not feel 
{Continued on page 22) 
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WORLD OPINION 

A SURVEY OF INTERNATIONAL PUBLICATIONS 



A ZIONIST CONTROVERSY 
THAT INDICATES BRITISH 
OPINION 

Two Letters Published in the 
English "The New Statesman 
and Nation" 

I WANT to awaken Labour and Lib- 
eral opinion, which, generally speak- 
ing, is in the wrong about Palestine, 
as to what is happening. Here is an 
extract from a signed letter printed in 
the Oxford Mail, September 17th: 

The English soldiers seemed to go 
quite mad when one of their fellows 
got killed the other day. They raided 
the two nearest villages (probably be- 
longing to a quite strange tribe from 
the people who fired on them), took 
tanks and burnt or knocked down every 
house, and machine-gunned men, wo- 
men and children into the hills, Nat- 
urally the Arabs are not fond of us. 

That yarn may be bogus. But I have 
never before known a time when such 
a story could appear in print, without 
some M.P. or other public person ask- 
ing if it were true. 

I rarely find myself satisfied that 
one case is overwhelmingly right. I 
have not one flicker of doubt in this 
matter, however ; and having seen my 
country make the most terrible blunder 
in all our history, for which payment 
is still to come, I want to do what I 
can to prevent another of almost sim- 
ilar magnitude. The Arabs are not 
people who have seeped into Palestine 
since the Balfour Declaration ; they and 
their ancestors have lived there from 
time immemorial, and have seen their 
country given away over their heads, 
and the Nazi and subsequent persecu- 
tions in Europe have sent out a swirl- 
ing river of misery which Liberal and 
Labour opinion seems to think can be 
crowded into the pint-pot of a country 
the size of East Anglia. There has been 
an intensification of immigration 
from events no fault of theirs. The 
war has become one without pity or 
mitigation, but it is fair to remember 
that it was preceded by years of peace- 
ful representations and by several ster- 
ile commissions. The Jews have the 
press, andean ruin any paper or writer 
who takes up the Arab case. We read 



now of 6,000 cables to Downing Street 
from New York, and 2,000 telegrams 
to our Embassy in Washington ; and 
of a mandate (it is the only word) 
from leading American Christians (be- 
longing to all the churches), reminding 
us that our "honor" requires the strict 
enforcement of the Balfour Declar- 
ation (which these people interpret as 
promising a Jewish State over an Arab 
procured minority) on pain of loss of 
American friendship, and alleges that 
Palestine was handed over to us as a 
sacred trust on behalf of Christianity. 

But who are these American pro- 
testers? I doubt if they contain one 
American who knows the Arab world; 
the personnel of the great American 
University of Beirut are, to my know- 
ledge, appalled at the magnitude of 
the blunder which we are making and 
are urged to continue making. Nor 
will the Jews among these American 
protesters pay the price of what they 
demand. It will be paid by helpless 
settlers in Esdraelon and the Sheph- 
elah. Ireland is not twenty years away 
from us, yet we are repeating that 
wretchedness. Only massacre and 
counter-massacre (at present styled 
"firmness") can force the Jewish 
State on the Arabs, and we should 
sicken before we were through (as we 
did in Ireland). No nation has the 
right to demand that we drive through 
such a course, and not all the churches 
in the world can make it out to be 
Christianity or "honour." We have 
kept, and at present intend to keep in- 
definitely, one country in our Empire 
without the beginnings of represent- 
ative institutions, which are to be es- 
tablished only when we have complete- 
ly overturned the racial balance. And 
this is a course which the Left sup- 
port, and such papers as the Manches- 
ter Guardian. No wonder we cut little 
ice when we protest about Spain or 
Abyssinia! Desperation] always puts 
up brutality as its answer to martial 
law. Anti-semitism, from which Asia 
has been honourably free on the whole, 
is now growing rapidly, not only in 
the Near East but also in India. Hav- 
ing thrown away every friend we had 
in Europe, we are now pressed to 
throw away our friendship with the 
Arab and Moslem worlds, and in a 



cause which you cannot make out to 
be decent except on grounds of a 
promise which we had no right to 
make and which in any case is now 
grossly exaggerated. There is offered 
a way out, the Iraqi plan of stopping 
immigration while guaranteeing to the 
Jews now in Palestine their lives and 
possessions and political rights (as yet 
to be granted to both parties), things 
which can never be safe except by 
Arab friendship. There never was a 
time when we could less afford a pol- 
icy which requires the constant activ- 
ity of bombing planes and machine 
guns and gallows, and however great 
the economic achievements of Zion- 
ism I would rather die than be one of 
a community which could exist only at 
such a price inflicted on others. It is 
no solution for the wrongs the Jew- 
ish race is suffering, and that solution 
must be found in a land which has 
room. A Jewish State, even if you 
can establish it, has a fearful retribu- 
tion awaiting it when this country finds 
itself at war, and Arab rebellion re- 
awakens, as it certanly will, with the 
vigour of hope and with even stead- 
ier and stronger pressure from the 
Arab world outside Palestine. If there 
is any folly greater than ours in this 
matter, it is that of Zionist extremists. 

Edward Thompson 

Oxford. 

THE ANSWER BY 
ISRAEL COHEN 

THE fallacy underlying the whole 
of Mr. Thompson's letter is the 
implication that the Arabs are in re. 
volt against an attempt by the Man- 
datory Government to impose upon 
them a Jewish State in which they are 
the minority. Since the Technical 
Commission's report has not yet been 
issued and the Government's decision, 
even if already taken, is not yet 
known, it is surely futile, not to say 
mischievous, to attack a policy that 
does not exist. It is likewise unreason- 
able and unjust to condemn a disting- 
uished group of American Christians 
who urge the strict observance of the 
Balfour Declaration, on the ground 
that they "interpret" this "as promis- 
ing a Jewish State over an Arab pro- 
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cured minority," when there is not a 
word' in the text of their cabled mes- 
sage that can possibly lend itself to 
such an interpretation. Mr. Thompson 
need not be so solicitous about the 
"helpless settlers in Esrdaelon and the 
Shephelah," for they demanded the 
practical realization of the Balfour 
Declaration long before their Ameri- 
can sympathizers, and certainly more 
insistently. 

Nor are these settlers really helpless, 
for they have bravely defended their 
lives and property ; and even the Gov- 
ernment has invoked the co-operation 
of Jewish special constables to guard 
its public buildings as well as roads, 
railways, and water supply. There 
would have been less need for so many 
British troops in Palestine if prompt 
and vigorous action had been taken in 
April, 1936, or if the authorities had 
immediately availed themselves of Jew- 
ish co-operation, which was repeatedly 
offered before partial use was made 
of it; and the unfortunate incident re- 
ferred to by your correspondent would 
then have probably been avoided. 

It is ridiculous for Mr. Thompson 
to say: "The Jews have the press, and 
Can ruin any paper or writer who 
takes up the Arab case," for he must 
know that this is nonsense. The Arabs 
have no difficulty in putting forward 
their views, and have often expressed 
them in the Manchester Guardian, to 
which he particularly refers ; on the 
other hand, there are certain papers 
that systematically refuse to publish 
anything in support of the Zionist case. 
But it is essential to keep to facts 
about the Arabs and not indulge in 
such reckless mis-statements as that 
"they and their ancestors have lived 
there from time immemorial, and have 
seen this country given! iaiway over 
their heads." The Arabs first invaded 
Palestine in the seventh century and 
were themselves conquered there in 
the eleventh century, since when they 
stagnated under the yoke of successive 
rulers until they were librated by the 
Allied armies in the Great War. No 
land has been taken away from them, 
and the amount of land bought by the 
Jews under the Mandatory regime is 
not much larger than the area they 
had previously purchased under the 
Turks. 

Mr. Thompson is equally at fault 
in saying : "We have kept, and at pres- 
ent intend to keep indefinitely, one 
country in our Empire without the be- 
ginnings of representative institutions, 
which are to be established only when 



we have completely overturned the 
racial balance." Palestine is not a part 
of the British Empire but a mandated 
territory. Apart from such represent- 
ative institutions as municipal councils, 
which the Arabs have had all along 
(with a Mayor of their own in the 
city of Jerusalem, which has a Jewish 
majority), they were offered a Leg- 
islative Council as far back as 1922, 
but refused it. They were again offer- 
ed a Legislative Council at the end of 
1933, and owing to serious dissension 
on the question among the Arab part- 
ies their leaders were invited the fol- 
lowing spring to send a delegation to 
London to see the Colonial Secretary. 
But the ex-Mufti of Jerusalem, who 
was bitterly opposed to the Legislative 
Council because it would undermine 
his authority and expose his admin- 
istration of trust funds, was resolved 
that no delegation should go. He gave 
the signal for the revolt in Jaffa, and 
the country has suffered from his sin- 
ister activity ever since. 

It is all very well for Mr. Thomp- 
son to say that Palestine "is no solu- 
tion for the wrongs the Jewish race is 
suffering, and that solution must be 
found in a land which has room." 
Can he name the land and can he guar- 
antee that it would be available for 
a large Jewish settlement? The Evian 
Conference has taught us what we may 
expect of Governments that are pro- 
fuse with sympathy. No land was of- 
fered and only driblets of immigration 
under rigid conditions will be allowed. 
That is why continued immigration 
into Palestine is now so vital for the 
Jewish people. The Arabs have in- 
creased and prospered since the end 
of the war as a result of Jewish col- 
onising activity, and there is absolute- 
ly no reason why they should not con- 
tinue to prosper with a continuance 
of Jewish immigration, for the Jews 
are anxious to co-operate with them 
actively in furthering the welfare of 
the country as soon as peace and order 
have been restored. 

Israel Cohen 



WHAT SOME RHODESIANS 
THINK OF THE PLAN TO SET- 
TLE JEWS ON THEIR 
TERRITORY 

From the "Bulawayo Chronicle" 

ATTENTION was called in these 
columns a day or two ago to a 
proposal made by Count R. N. Cou- 



denhove-Kalergi that Northern Rhod- 
esia should be made available for Jew- 
ish settlement. That the idea has gone 
further than a proposal was disclosed 
by Sir Leopold Moore in a statement 
which he made when speaking at the 
opening of the Bindum Show. Sir 
Leopold said that the Imperial Gov- 
ernment had designed a plan to settle 
in_ Northern Rhodesia five hundred fa- 
milies of Jewish refugees from Aus- 
tria and Germany. "It won't strike you 
now as being very important," he said, 
"but if you think about it you will re- 
alize that 500 families in Northern 
Rhodesia would turn Northern Rhod- 
esia into an annexe of Palestine." 

We do not think Sir Leopold cor- 
rectly forecasts the reaction of the 
people of this country to the proposal. 
They will immediately regard it as of 
outstanding— ^almost paramount — im- 
portance. There is not at the moment 
any need to go into the details of the 
matter, though these are of a primary 
importance. How could it be other 
than important to know the class and 
character of these refugees? To raise 
one point only: in the main, the Jews 
who have hitherto come to the Rhod- 
esias have not ranked among the pro- 
ducers, but have favoured occupations 
outside the producing ones. Could 
Northern Rhodesia reasonably be ex- 
pected to absorb several hundred peo- 
ple to-cjay who are not producers? 
If they are producers what arrange- 
ments are to be made for the disposal 
of what they produce? 



THE ARAB VIEW 

From "As-Siraat al-Mustakitn" 
(Arab Nationalist), Jerusalem 

THERE has been a great deal in 
the press of late to the effect that 
British policy vis-a-vis Palestine is be- 
ing dictated by World Jewry. What 
is the truth? How is it possible to be- 
lieve that a great Imperial power with 
the resources of Great Britain, and 
which rules over large tracts of the 
earth's surface, would humble itself 
before a handful of Jews ; and would 
be the willing servant of a few mil- 
lion sons of Zion? We do not believe 
that Great Britain would allow her 
might and strength to be used in the 
interests of these people. He would 
have to be clever indeed who would 
persuade Britain to take any line of 
action except in her own interests. 

Where is this much vaunted power 
of world Jewry? It was amply proved 
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to the world by Hitler that it was 
built on foundations of deceit and 
questionable methods. Thus, we have 
a man like Dr. Weizmann uttering 
words to this effect to Great Britain: 

"We shall remain in Palestine 
whether it is pleasing to you or not. 
You are able to accelerate or impede 
our progress at will. But you would 
be well advised to render us every 
assistance; otherwise our powers for 
construction could well be turned into 
powers of destruction, which would 
have disasterous results for the 
world. . . !" 

The Jews, a self-confessed helpless 
and weak people, threaten the world 
with destruction! No one should have 
any fear of these people, particularly 
now that their weakness has been laid 
bare by a Hitler! 

It is a fact which admits of no ar- 
gument or contradiction that it is man- 
ifestly in the interests of Great Brit- 
ain to dominate Jewish policy. It is 
because of this that she favours a kind 
of Anglo-Zionist policy in Palestine. 
She is bent on breaking the power — 
however illusionary this might be — of 
the Jews as she has of other people 
who have stood in the way of her im- 
perial ambitions. 

Do not the Jews realize that the 
promise of the etablishment of a Nat- 
ional Home is rendering their existence 
in Europe untenable, quite apart from 
threatening them in Palestine itself? 
They can never recover their former 
position in Europe. They know well 
enough that they are in the hands of 
Great Britain and that this power is 
in a position to dictate to them as she 
has dictated to others. 

Let the Jews do some heart-search- 
ing, and then they will be compelled 
to admit to themselves their great blun- 
der. But they lack the courage to give 
voice to their thoughts, for by so do- 
ing they would lose the only sympathy 
left to them: that is, the sympathy of 
Great Britain. 

Looking at the matter from another 
point, it would be well for all Arabs 
and Moslems to pay little heed to this 
mythical power of World Jewry. If 
the Arabs can convince Great Brit- 
ain — and they are doing so — that her 
interests lie in the seeking of Arab 
friendship, even though the scales are 
weighed heavily against the Jews, 
then her policy will take a new turn in 
the direction of service towards the 
Arab and Islamic worlds. 



THE THING THAT'S NAZI 

By Westbrook Pegler in the 
"New York World-Telegram" 

IT is no more possible to argue with 
the Nazi state of mind than with 
the germ of some foul disease. It must 
be considered as a Thing, no more 
capable of reason or decency than dirt. 
Civilized human beings find it offen- 
sive even as a topic of discussion, but 
must discuss it because it is there, 
swollen and horrible to sight, smell 
and intelligence, right outside the win- 
dow of the homes of the human race 
and beginnng to spread disease. 

In this vein, and not as an appeal 
to the non-existing reason of the 
Thing, human beings must discuss its 
ofFensiveness and speculate on means 
of protecting themselves from its per- 
vading stench and the dangers eman- 
ating from a dotting object in the 
street. 

This Thing thinks that it is God 
and that all the creatures which crawl 
in it partake of godliness, while the 
members of the human race, being 
outside Nazidom, are vermin to be 
subdued, sickened and destroyed by 
the germs which it gives off. It has 
called this country a nation of gang- 
sters and boasted of its discipline and 
then has ordered out mobs to murder, 
loot and burn, offering the excuse 
that the disciplined, non-gangster state 
was unable to control the rioters and 
maintain internal order. This country 
has had a few isolated, spontaneous 
mishaps of the same kind in Chicago. 
Springfield and Atlanta, but with the 
difference that the government in all 
such cases promptly leaped into the 
fight to quell the rioting and restore 
order. 

This Nazi Thing for some time had 
been planning the final act in the de- 
basement of the German nation, the 
reintroduction of human slavery in a 
country which once could make hon- 
est boast of its intelligence and civi- 
lization. The assassination of one of 
its agents by a young hero in Paris 
was not the cause but the pretext. 
If this had been an outburst of un- 
controllable public indignation it 
would have happened three yearjs ago, 
when another desperate victim of its 
tortures killed one of its agents in 
Switzerland. The indignation was well 
controlled that time, however, because 
the Nazi Thing was not yet ready to 
stage the act. 



The Thing calls its victims all Com- 
munists in one breath and in the next 
speaks of them as greedy capitalists. 
It cries "Coward!" at an utterly des- 
perate waif in the world who invited 
death to strike one blow, but sees 
bravery in the hounding and scourging 
of unarmed, helpless, hopeless, starv- 
ing people by mobs operating without 
risk under the direction of its police 
and troops. 

It cries "Gangsters !" at the Ameri- 
can nation and pleads helplessness 
when mobs stone two cardinals in 
their homes, smash and loot and throw 
a priest out of a window to his death. 

This Nazi Thing set adrift in a 
river a barge loaded with its victims 
and laughed uproariously as they 
were stoned from shore to shore, 
threatened with death by beating 
wherever they should land and with 
death by starvation and exposure if 
they didn't land. It has made human 
beings prowl in a field on all fours, 
like beasts, to cut the grass by nib- 
bling it with their teeth and has found 
humor in that. It hajs torn families 
apart and stoned them away in all 
directions, never to be reunited or 
know a day's peace again in this 
world, and forbidden fathers even to 
beseech, much less to work, for food, 
warmth or medicine for their chil- 
dren. 

This Thing has infected the Italian 
nation and has even exported its pes- 
tilence to this country through its 
Bunds, while from Germany it re- 
viles the very people whom the Bunds 
are ordered to seduce. It has armed 
beyond any other power in the world 
and mobilized 1,500,000 men to crush 
an independent nation, but has de- 
nounced this country as a war-maker 
because the United States has decided 
to repair its defenses. 

And yet, between the lines from 
Germany at the height of the terror, 
there were hidden away little hints 
that some of the German people still 
remain human beings. Some were ar- 
rested, the dispatches said, for daring 
to express pity for the victims and 
alarm for German civilization. A 
German woman was beaten up for a 
murmured objection. So there is 
ground for hoping that if the force 
were removed the decent element by 
example, influence and law would lead 
the race back to civilization and bury 
the Thing in shame. 
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A TALE THAT IS TRUE 



By DR. SAMUEL NEWMAN 



WHEN Nathan Hirshman ar- 
rived in New York City 
fifty-odd years ago, from 

the hamlet of K , in Lithuania, 

his worldly possessions consisted of a 
young 'bride, surrounded by three 
small trunks, an emaciated and oddly 
clad sixteen months old son, and nine- 
ty rubles of silver. His spiritual en- 
dowment consisted of Semicha from 
the great Yeshivah of Slabotka and an 
inordinate pride in an ancestry dotted 
for centuries with the names of great 
rabbis known throughout the Dias- 
pora. 

After many, but futile, attempts to 
accommodate himself to the life of a 
teacher, pushcart peddler, and tailor 
in New York, he was attracted to a 
southern town which was making its 
first step as a future great tobacco 
market. In his own home, the task of 
earning a living was not difficult ; he 
was even blessed with a faint measure 
of prosperity. A handful of cheap 
goods could readily be secured from 
Baltimore with little cash and much 
credit and sold to Negro workers in 
the rapidly expanding tobacco ware- 
houses. 

In his spare time, Nathan shoulder- 
ed the responsibilities of spiritual 
leadership of the slowly growing and 
scattered Jewish communities in the 
tobacco belt. To transmit his Jewish 
heritage to his beloved and only son 
was not an easy task in a southern 
community on the periphery of the 
currents of Jewish life in America. 
On his frequent trips to Baltimore, he 
would take the youngster along and 
visit with him the Synagogues so that 
the boy might imbibe Jewish atmos- 
phere. 

Some of the millions of the tobacco 
barons found their way to educational 
institutions in the South. Trinity Col- 
lege became the beneficiary of the 
largesse of a great tobacco manufac- 
turer. It reflected the liberal spirit of 
the industrial New South. Nathan 
Hirshrnan's son was attracted to Trin- 
ity College. A perverse fate decreed 
that Nathan Hirshrnan's son should 
become loosened from his Jewish 
moorings. Brilliant achievements in 
many fields of college activity opened 
for Hirshrnan's son wide social vistas. 
His visits to his parents became rare. 



America entered the World War. 
Nathan's son volunteered, but not un- 
der the name of Hirshman ... In 
Beileau Wood, he won a commission 
and a citation for extraordinary brav- 
ery. After the Armistice, he returned 
to the Southland with a ripened ex- 
perience and soon found his way to 
the forefront of southern journalism. 

Life was slowly ebbing away from 
Nathan Hirshman. During his last ill- 
ness, news came that his son, now a 
famous editor in the South, was join- 
ed in marriage to the fashionable Epis- 
copal church of a large southern sea- 
port town. His mother, Beile, was 
stooped over her thick prayer book, 
which she treasured as her husband's 
wedding gift to her, drenching its yel- 
lowed leaves with her tears. Nathan's 
eyes wandered about his room, finally 
resting on the beautiful old Menorah 
in a corner, a wedding gift from an 
uncle, a rabbi in London. Barely above 
a whisper, he muttered in endless re- 
frain : 



| N Sir Norman Angell's new and 
$ important book, Peace With the 
Dictators? there are references to the 
future of the Mediterranean which are 
of particular interest to those con- 
cerned with the future of Palestine. 

Sir Norman quotes an "educated, 
travelled, and sincere" Italian Fascist, 
who says that the Italians are an em- 
igrating people and that the French 
are not. France is under-populated. 
"A million Italian people have gone 
there." Italy wants colonies ; France 
does not. And the Fascist spokesman 
goes on : 

"We mean, of course, that Abys- 
sinia will not pay dividends for a long 
time ; that a great deal of pacification 
and organization lies before us. But in 
Tunis, in Algeria, in Morocco, in 
other territories, the dividends are 
ready to be paid if more sensible po- 
litical arrangements could be made. 

Here, then, is the frank admission 
that Fascist ambition is to acquire the 
control of the entire southern shore 



"God has given, God has taken. 
God has given, God has taken. God 
has given, God has taken . . ." 

To Nathan Hirshman and his wife, 
Beile, their son was dead. 

The depression prostrated the South. 
King Cotton and the precious weed, 
Tobacco, no longer assured affluence 
to their possessors. Nathan Hirshman 
left Beile only a mortgaged home, 
from which she soon became dis- 
possessed. Could she have turned for 
help to a son whose memory left her 
heart a bleeding scar, and on whose 
birthday she lighted a "Yahrzeit" light 
in the memory of a dead loved one? 
Beile tasted the bitter bread of relief. 
Old age dimmed her vision. Alone in 
pining lonesomeness, thrice daily she 
fingers the yellowed leaves of her 
thick prayer book, her wedding gift 
from her dead husband, Nathan 
Hirshman. 



of the Mediterranean, and this can ob- 
viously only be secured by a victorious 
war against France. 

After such a war Italy and her al- 
lies could dictate to Great Britain in 
the Mediterranean, or the Suez Canal, 
on the road to the Antipodes and In- 
dia, and ultimately in the Channel. 

Italy, Sir Norman Angell says, has 
had immense success in the prelimin- 
aries of empire building. "Can we ex- 
pect that she will stop at the begin- 
ning? Why should she?" 

These reflections suggest that the 
British-Italian agreement can have lit- 
tle permanent value. And what of Pal- 
estine if this possible Italian expan- 
sion occurs ? That it is a possibility 
emphasizes the enormous importance 
to the British Empire of rapid Pales- 
tinian development. Palestine, with a 
large, virile and loyal population, 
might contribute substantially towards 
saving the Empire. 

— From Palestine 



ITALIAN AMBITION AND PALESTINE 



[12] 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



THE thickets and shrubbery were pierced by golden beams; 
They gamboled on meadow grasses, illumined a bird in flight, 
Then noiselessly fell on the axes imbedded in the tree-trunks, 
And made the steel to glisten. From the Mediterranean Sea 
Blew vigorous winds, disturbing leafy sanctuaries; 
The golden beams were startled, and fled to crannies and cracks; 
A shadow fell on the saw which lay at Reb Pinchas' feet ; , 
The leaves rustled loudly and murmured; fragrances, poignant and sweet, 
Were wafted from distant groves, as if on the wings of the wind. 

His nostrils dilated, Naphtali breathed a long, deep breath, 

"O, would I were now in pardess !" he sighed. "I'd quench my thirst 

With a dozen fruits — ah, that were incomparable delight!" .... 

Reb Pinchas laughed, and wiped the sweat from his moistened brow, 

He dipped his bread in milk, and chewed it bit by bit, 

Then said abruptly: "O, Naphtali, do not blaspheme, 

What abundant favors the blessed Creator has granted us: 

Had he given us toil in field, not in shaded wods — 'twould suffice ! 

Had he given us toil in wood, but stilled the breeze — 'twould suffice! 1 

But now that Hedera's forest protects us by its shade, 

And a cooling wind refreshes, then how much more indeed, 

Should we give thanks and praise." . . . But before Reb Pinchas ended, 

The company- jester Naphtali* brusquely interrupted, 

His dark, black locks were unkempt ; in his eyes shone a kindly gleam ; 

His shoulders were wide and sturdy . . . And these were Naphtali's words . . . 

"Had we but been favored, also, with, bowls, of milk — 'twould suffice !" 

("These words were a hint to Reb Pinchas) "Had we but water here 

'Twould suffice ! 'Twould suffice, Reb Pinchas ! But now that we have no milk 

And even water, alas, is lacking, then how much more 

Should we whip our tiny Reb Berel with lashes forty and one! 

It's almost an hour he's been gone to fetch the water we crave 

And disappeared with his donkey — such a pleasant and beloved pair!" 

The company gaily laughed as they, in a circle reclining, 

Partook of their morning fare: green olives, eggs and cheese; 

Reb Pinchas joined in the laughter, as the strands of his graying beard, 

Were stirred by the passing breeze; his eyes lighted up with joy . . . 

For Berel's soul was bound to the donkey in bonds of love, 

He watched o'er it as o'er the apple of his eye, 

And endlessly worked and toiled for it, and frequently, 

Was he the victim of jest because of this wondrous love. 

The Donian showed his displeasure (he came from the banks of the Don, 

And strong was the youth and proud, for he was a warrior once 

Who wished to bring redemption to Cossack race enslaved, 

But with sudden change of heart had gone up to Palestine, 

Yet the love of oratory lived within him still, 

He rejoiced to scent discussion like war-horse scenting the fight) . 
"Take not in vain," he zealously said, "the name of Berel 
Or that of his donkey; indeed, it's beyond your power to grasp 
This love, for behold, it's a mute expression, holy and deep 
Of the many mighty longings crushed for centuries. 

Of the strong though hidden longings for One from whom we're strayed . . . 

For Nature! ... In Berel's frail body glows a burning flame 

A mighty love for creation, for our miraculous world, 

And this love overflows from his heart like the waters of brooks in spring, 

Pours out on all roundabout and even on donkeys like you . . ." 

The Donian spoke with emotion; Naphtali heard his shame, 

Accepted with love the rebuke, and humbly bowed his head, 

And thus he replied to the Donian: "Comrade, happy are you, 

You've found the soul's hidden springs, its secrets you've ferreted out, 

And in truth by your soul, O Donian, it's fitting and proper that you 

Should marry that pedigreed one, the donkey of tiny Reb Berel, 

And I am at your service, and ready to be your best man ..." 

The company as one man uplifted its voice and laughed; 

An exultant bird screamed shrilly, flew higher ever higher; 



IN THE F( 
HED 

By DAVID SHIK 

(Translated by More 

THE author of "In The Forest of 
Hedera", David Shimonovitz, is 
one of the foremost figures in current 
Hebrew literature. His Palestinian 
poetry is unexcelled. No one has bet- 
ter caught the spirit of the Jewish 
pioneer and the Palestinian natural en- 
vironment than Shimonovitz. 

The poet was born in Bobrosk, Rus- 
sia in 1886. He came to Palestine in 
1909, where he worked the fields and 
orchards of the colonies. Child of the 
North, he yearned for his native coun- 
try, impressed though he was by the 
pioneering achievements of the colon- 
ists. He returned to Russia, where he 
devoted himself to Hebrew literature, 
as poet and editor. In 1921 he returned 
to Palestine, and now lives in Tel 
Aviv, where he is engaged as instruc- 
tor of Hebrew Literature in the fam- 
ous Herzliah Gymnasium. 

Shimonovitz' poetic output has been 
quite extensive. His better-known po- 
ems dealing with Palestine have been 
collected under the title "Idyls." 
These poems, composed in unrhymed 
meter, are semi-narrative in content 
and deal wth life and nature in Pal- 
estine. The idyllic form, JdescrSbing 
the life of simple rural people in sim- 
ple manner, was popularized in Heb- 
rew literature by Tchernichovsky. 

Some of the most popular of the 
idyls by Shimonovitz are : Baderech 
("On the Road"), telling of a group 
of immigrants as they approach Pal- 
estine; Yardenet, a love poem which 
has been compared in beauty to the 
Song of Songs ; Yovel Haeglonim 
("The Jubilee of the Wagon Driv- 
ers"), which gives an excellent cross- 
section of life in a Jewish colony; 
Agodot Zefat ("Legends of Safed"), 
exquisite portrayals of the pious Kab- 
balists of Safed. 

In the poem "In the Forest of He- 
dera" Shimonovitz has succeeded in 
catching the spirit of Palestine, the 
spirit of work, of creation, of sacri- 
fice and of courage in the face of 
hardship. The translation retains the 
original meter, unrhymed sextameter. 

Hedera is a flourishing colony be- 
tween Haifa and Tel-Aviv. It is at 
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David Shimonovitz 
the beginning of the Shomron, and is 
not far from Zichron Yaakov. The 
name is pronounced with the accent 
on the second syllable. 

A fierce battle against malaria was 
staged at the inception of the colony. 

Explanatory Notes 
'A paraphrase of the familiar passage 

in the Passover Haggada. 
2 Isaiah xxi, 13. 

3 Ben-Arzi, "Son of my country," is a 
description of A. D. Gordon, prophet 
of the religion of labor, who toiled 
in his latter days to help make 
Palestine habitable. He is buried 
in the colony of Dogania. 

4 Bat Shloma is a picturesque village 
near Zichron. 

s The swamps of Hedera are inhabit- 
ed by a form of wild buffalo. 

6 "Kolel" — name given to the organi- 
zation which administer the funds 
for those pious Jews in Palestine 
who are supported by charity. 

7 The prayer which is recited between 
noon and twilight. 

8 For the story of how the Gibeonites 
were made 'hewers of wood' see 
Joshua, Chapter IX. 



The golden beams descended through thickets and shrubbery, 

The forest stood silent ... but quietly from distant swamp 

There floated a plaintive tune: "In Arabian wood shall ye lodge," 2 

Nought else — but these few words were carried across the swamp, 

And this the whole refrain, repeated a hundred times, 

But each new time one felt new pain and new hope in the words: 

The tragic blackness of exile, and the quietness of hope . . . 

Reb Pinchas lowered his head, his face became drawn as he listened 

And Naphtali hearkened intently . . . Ben-Arzi 3 sang in the swamps . . . 

The company was silenced: so odd was the man and so strange, 

At dawn, at dawn he arose and toward the forest turned 

Where dwelt the yellow death ... At dawn, at dawn, he arose 

And planted trees in the swamp to drive from its bounds dread death, 

To make an abode for life . . . The hewers arose from the ground, 

And grasped their tools in their hands : their axes, and ropes and saws, 

As the forest was filled with singing, the song of strength and toil; 

The cross-beams began to whiten, the steel of the hatches to glow, 

The saws ground joyously — then tramping and braying were heard, 

Reb Berele came hopping; before him his donkey trotted 

With a jingling water-tin. ^ 

REB BEREL reclined and smiled as he watched the mounting clouds, 
To him it seemed as if higher and higher ascended the clouds, 
They appeared to grow bluer and finer, until soon the eye could perceive 
The highest welkin, through ri.fts in the canopy of leaves . . . 
These few days past he'd been ill, hence burdened with labors light, 
He would fetch the water from springs or cook the porridge at dusk 
To appease the famished company . . . But now he was free 
To lie flat on is back in the shade of thick eucalyptus trees: 
He recalled how he hiked on the Sabbath to Zichron Yaakov : 
The spring new moon had been blessed, the Passover feast was nigh, 
Since morning the sun beat down, and the cattle herd in the swamp 
Half -emerged from the mire, and basked themselves in the warmth of the sun, 
As they shook their heavy heads, and inhaled the pure spring air, 
While unswervingly rose the mists from the pestilential pools; 
The clouds turned blue that enveloped the Shomron mountain tops ; 
With sprightly mincing feet walked the girls in Zichron's streets, 
In their braids anemones fiery, while their eyes sparkled brightly and 
glimmered ; 

They were clothed in embroidered linen, their raiment, transparent and 
white . . . 

Spring's harbinger's were here ; and the youthful pedagogues 
Who slowly trod at night beside pretty sun-tanned maids, 
Pedagogic difficulties unwittingly forgot, 

As they dreamed with those they escorted of a hike to Jericho's plains . . . 

On Bat Shloma's 4 winding hills weird cries had frightened the herds, 

And once more the shepherds related that a "Debah" was seen on the mount 

That wandered from hill to hill and fearfully laughed and cried . . . 

Spring's harbingers were here; the waters had not yet dried 

From ravines of the glens' and glades; the valley streams still flowed 

With a joyful roaring shout . . . And Berel recalled and smiled: 

He was Walking by Shomron's mounts, and sorrow sucked at his heart, 

His 1 strength and life-flame had been dimmed because of his people's sad lot. 

Of a sudden the stream was before him. It followed a sinuous course, 

It wound its way amidst the cliffs, joyed to greet the rocks in its path, 

Its foamy locks were youthful and pure, 'twas all spring joy . . . 

He quickly removed his shoes and crossed the stream on foot, 

Its cool waves caressed his flesh, the hum penetrated his soul, 

'Twas pure delight to his heart ; he forgot his people's sad lot, 

He was passing the Jordan at Gilgal . . . 

But Berel was abruptly aroused 
For his donkey loudly brayed with a cry that pierced the ears, 
As he chewed on the grass, his teeth still audibly chattering . . . 
The sun stood high in the midst of the distant azure skies, 

(Continued on page 20) 
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THE TORMENTED JEWISH LIFE OF 
BENJAMIN DISRAELI 

III. ZIONISM BEFORE THE WORD WAS KNOWN 



By MARK SOLITERMAN 



N Con'mgsby, Disraeli outlines the 
fate of the Spanish Jews and shows 
the effect of their banishment upon 
Spain. He is aware of the fact that 
"the annals of no race in any age can 
detail a history of such strange vicis- 
situdes, or one rife with more touch- 
ing and romantic incident," In expos- 
ing the causes of persecution he is free 
from that empty verbiage which at its 
best is ignorance, and in reality is de- 
vised to hide the true causes. He calls 
the anti-Jewish decrees of the Councils 
of Teledo decrees "worthy of the bar- 
barians who promulgated them". They 
were caused by greed — "the jealousy 
of the Goths of the prosperous Jew- 
ish cultivators of the soil", and the ex- 
pulsion was brought about to enrich 
the treasury through Jewish money. 

Is it then astonishing that the Jews 
looked upon the Arabs as their liber- 
ators? And when "the children of 
Ishmael rewarded the children of Is- 
rael with equal rights and privileges 
it became difficult to distinguish "the 
follower of Moses from the votary of 
Mohamet". They rivalled each other 
in all fields of cultural activity and pro- 
duced an halcyon period of culture that 
flourished and "preserved for Europe 
arts and letters when Christendom 
was plunged in darkness". 

The effect of the banishment of six 
hundred thousand of the most indust- 
rious, the most intelligent and the most 
enlightened of Spanish subjects, was 
the ruination of Spain. 

"It is a calamity", says Disraeli, 
"that the scattered nation still ranks 
with the desolation of Nebuchadnez- 
zar and Titus. Who after this should 
say that the Jews are by nature a sor- 
did people ? But the Spanish Goth, then 
so cruel and so haughty, where is he? 
A despised supliant of the very race 
which he banished for some miserable 
portion of the treasure which their 
habits of industry have again accumu- 
lated. . . . "Where is Spain? Its fall, 
its unparelleled and its irremediable 
fall, is mainly to be attributed to the 
expulsion . . ." The Jews, he goes on, 
possess capital qualities for citizenship 
— industry, temperance, energy, alert- 
ness of mind. They are a race essen- 
tially monarchical, deeply religious and 



shrinking from conversion as from a 
calamity". They are essentially Tories, 
yet they are driven into the "latitud- 
inarian movements", risking life and 
property, "rather than lamely continue 
under a system which seeks to degrade 
them". Thinking of the representatives 
of Oxford who opposed the removal 
of the Jewish disabilities on religious 
grounds, Disraeli's character Sidonia, 
exclaims indignantly: "Do you think 
that the quiet humdrum persecution of 
a decorous representative of an Eng- 
lish university can crash those who have 
successfully baffled the Pharoahjs, Ne- 
buchadnezzar, Rome and the feudal 
ages" ? 

These views Disraeli expands in his 
"Life of Lord Bentinck." Rejecting 
the dogmatic justification of persecu- 
tion he calls the attention of states- 
men to the fact that the persecution 
of Jews is injurious to Europe. A 
conservative people, skillful in ac- 
cumulating of property, is driven 
to revolt against a "tyranny which they 
cannot endure". This adds to Europe's 
restiveness. Statesmen should realize 
that it is "impossible to destroy the 
Jews, in spite of all attempts of ex- 
tirpation. . . . Expatriation, exile, cap- 
tivity, confiscation, torture on the most 
ingenious, and massacre on the most 
extensive scale, a curious system of de- 
grading customs and debasing laws 
which would have broken the heart of 
any people, have been tried in vain". 
Another factor in the Jews' survival, 
as Disraeli states is that he is "sustain- 
ed by a sublime religion." No matter 
what one thinks of the "lowest Jews," 
he is rarely demoralized. Beneath his 
own roof his heart opens to the influ- 
ence of his beautiful traditions. A man, 
however fallen, who loves his home is 
not wholly lost. "The trumpet of Sinai 
still sounds in the Hebrew ear, and the 
Jew is never seen upon the scaffold, 
unless it be at an auto da fe". 

He pleads justice to the Jews and, 
considering what they have done for 
civilization, and what they may do in 
the future, he affirms: "we hold that 
instead of being an object of aversion, 
they should deserve all that honor and 



favor from the northern and western 

races which, in civilized and refined 

nations, should be the lot of those who 

charm the public taste and elevate the 

public feeling. We hesitate not to say 

that there is no race at this present . . . 

that so much delights and fascinates, 

and elevates and ennobles Europe, as 

the Jewish . . . "No existing race is 

so much entitled to the esteem and 

gratitude of society as the Hebrew." 
* * * 

Disraeli's visit to the Holy Land, 
and especially to Jerusalem produced 
upon him an indelible impression. In 
retrospect, these impressions became 
intensely spritual and romantic. His 
feelings are better discussed in Tancred 
than in Alroy. As he advanced in age, 
Palestine and Jerusalem appeared to 
him in greater glory. 

The early editions of Alroy are pre- 
faced by the following prologue: 
"And where art thou, 
My Country? On the voiceless 
shore, 

The heroic lay is silent now; 
The heroic bosom beats no more, 
And must thy lyre, so long divine 
Degenerate into hands like mine" ! 
In many of his later works Disraeli 
drops remarks about Palestine, but in 
Tancred his descriptions of Palestine 
and Jerusalem are powerful. There he 
rises to the sublime levels of genuine 
poetic emotion and lyricism. 

He considers those who are not im- 
pressed by Jerusalem as perfect bar- 
barians. 

In the descriptions of Jerusalem 
Disraeli's feelings and thoughts are 
blended into one spiritual emotion: 
his thoughts are matured by long med- 
itations over the destinies of his race; 
his emotions are inspired by the past 
glories of the Jew, and by the unrelent- 
ing tribulations imposed upon him. 

"The view of Jerusalem," he writes 
in Lothair, "never becomes familiar, 
for its associations are transcendent, so 
various, so inexaustable, that the mind 
can never anticipate its course of 
thought and feelings. . . ." 

Looking from the Mount Olivet at 
{Continued on page 21) 
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NEWS IN REVIEW 

By LESTER LYONS 



THE sickening, diabolical cam- 
paign against the Jews renewed 
by the Nazi government during 
the past few weeks has shocked be- 
yond measure the conscience of the 
civilized world. Nations hitherto dis- 
posed to treat with Hitler or adopt 
a conciliatory attitude toward his pol- 
icies have recoiled in horror and have 
unmistakably expressed their moral in- 
dignation at the conduct of his govern- 
ment. President Roosevelt, to whom 
the barbarous acts of the Nazi gov- 
ernment were "unbelievable", has 
caused our ambassador to Germany to 
be recalled for "report and consult- 
ation" and the temporary passports of 
German visitors to this country to be 
extended an additional six months. 

Gentiles everywhere have generous- 
ly and fervently denounced the Nazi 
practices and policies and have plead- 
ed for relief to the Jews. On Nov- 
ember 20th, churches throughout the 
nation offered special prayers in be- 
half of persecuted Jewry. William 
Green, President of the American 
Federation of jLabor, has urged B\ 
complete boycott of German goods. 
In every quarter, thought is being 
given as to what practical aid may be 
afforded the Jews of Germany and 
plans are being considered for their 
settlements in other lands. At the mom- 
ent, it behooves every Jew fortunate 
enough to be beyond the reach of the 
persecutors of his brethren abroad to 
dedicate his energies to alleviate the 
distress of his oppressed fellow-Jews. 
He should unremittingly combine with 
those liberal and democratic forces 
which work and strive for the abol- 
ition of the conditions that make pos- 
sible a regime built and thriving on 
inhumanity, discrimination and terror. 

A survey of public opinion conduct- 
ed by the magazine Fortune indicates 
that 32.5 per cent of the American 
people believe there is a growing hos- 
tility toward the Jews in this coun- 
try, while 52.5 per cent believe there 
is very little anti-Semitism here. About 
15 per cent of the persons polled had 
no opinion either way. Some of the 
other data of the survey showed that 
executives and students, who are close 
to evidence of discrimination, account- 
ed for the belief that anti-Semitism 
is growing; that anti-Semitism is more 



prevalent in larger communities; that 
in a large city the Gentile is more con- 
scious of anti-Semitism than is the 
Jew; that the Jews are hardly more 
worried about their own standing than 
are Gentiles. Fortune expressed the 
opinion that if "nearly a third of the 
people acknowledged that they sense 
a thing so subtle and so underground 
as a change in attitude, Jewry may 
well find cause for alarm." 

Nazi doctrines and policies are al- 
ready strongly influencing the govern- 
ment in Czechoslovakia. The govern- 
ment has shown a tendency to accept 
anti-Semitic proposals. Jewish refugees 
have been forced back to Germany 
and the deportation of thousands of 
others is being considered. Making 
the Jews scapegoats for the disaster 
recently visited on that country, pol- 
itical parties and influential papers 
are advocating the restriction of Jew- 
ish participation in business, the pro- 
fessions and the arts. The Minister 
of Schools has declared that Jews who 
arrived in Czechoslovakia after 1914 
should return to their land of origin. 
In Slovakia, which is now autonom- 
ous, the 130,000 Jewish inhabitants 
are in a perilous state. Jews who had 
transferred their homes and busines- 
ses from Sudetenland to Slovakia in 
the hope that they might live afresh 
there have been grievously disappoint- 
ed. This region has declared it would 
rather be backward economically and 
culturally than be developed by Jews. 
Anti-Jewish demonstrations have oc- 
curred there, with violence to Jews 
and destruction of their property. 

A former leader of the Fascist move- 
ment in England, who quit it after be- 
ing convinced that Facism was un- 
sound and that the "Jewish question" 
was "largely the figment of twisted 
minds," has given valuable advice on 
how to combat the growth of anti- 
Semitic organizations. Such organiz- 
ations thrive on propaganda, and, in 
the absence of counter-propaganda, 
fill the unthinking or uninformed 
mind with prejudice against the Jew. 
"The danger," he says, "is that young 
men and women who enter the Fascist 
movement, however small they may be, 



are constantly in contact with anti- 
Jewish sentiments. The vast majority 
that join feel neither one way nor the 
other in regard to the Jews ; but soon- 
er or later the constantly hammered 
statements of their leaders are taken 
without question and an anti-Semitic 
philosophy is developed. So long as 
they remain in the Fascist ranks it 
stays. As soon as they leave it and 
think for themselves it vanishes. If 
anti-Fascists can keep just in front of 
the Fascists in the propapanda race, the 
anti-Jewish complex of the majority 
of Fascists will vanish." 

At the recent session in New York 
of the American Jewish Congress, the 
delegates, 400 of whom had been chos- 
en by direct popular vote last June 
and 150 of whom represented 26 lead- 
ing national organizations, unanim- 
ously resolved "to fight without re- 
lenting against enforced emigration" 
and not to permit the abandonment of 



IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION 

In "an attempt to find some 
common and enduring elements 
in both Judaism and Christian- 
ity" and "to explore the bases 
for mutual appreciation and co- 
operation among the constructive 
religious forces," Brown Uni- 
versity is offering a course in 
"Christianity and Judaism." Said 
to be the first of its kind to be 
given at an American univer- 
sity, the course will be conducted 
jointly by Bishop Granville Gay- 
lord Bennett, of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Rhode Island, and 
Rabbi Israel M. Goldman, of 
Providence. 



the Jewish position in Palestine. Dr. 
Nahum Goldmann, chairman of the 
Administrative Committee of the 
World Jewish Congress, declared that 
present-day anti-Semitism has acquir- 
ed a new significance, being "one of 
the most important instruments of in- 
ternational politics." "Measured by the 
tragedy of our predicament and the 
fundamental threat to our existence," 
he said, "our so-called Jewish politics 
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and philanthropy are less than noth- 
ing." Dr. Goldmann declared that "The 
decisive duty of Jewish leadership is 
first to return the spirit of battle to 
the despairing Jewish people; second, 
to organize for self-defence, physic- 
ally, economically, politically; third, 
to ally ourselves with the liberal dem- 
ocratic and progressive forces." 

* * * 

The 21st anniversary of the prom- 
ulgation of the Balfour Declaration 
was celebrated on November 2nd by 
numerous massVmeetuxgs throughout 
this country. These meetings, at which 
the achievements of the Jews in Pal- 
estine during the past 20 years were 
recounted, were intended to express 
the hope that Jewish immigration in 
Palestine would be permitted to the 
full by the British government. In 
Carnegie Hall, Dr. Solomon Goldman, 
president of the Zionist Organization 
of America, declared that Jews and 
Arabs could develop Palestine to- 
gether "if the terrorist element ex- 
ploited by foreign governments were 
eliminated by a strong policy on the 
part of Great Britain." Prof. Albert 
Einstein, in a message to one of the 
meetings, stated that the Jews did not 
appeal to force or ask England to 
"compel with the sword what it prom- 
ised us." He said that England "dare 
not permit a minority to impose its 
will through terror and violence upon 
the majority of Arabs and Jews" but 
was 'explected to reach a peaceable 
solution through the establishment of 
security. "Only friendly understand- 
ing," he continued, "which is approved 
by both peoples, can lead to a per- 
manent solution." 

* * * 

In accordance with the recommend- 
ation of the Woodhead Royal Com- 
mission, which had investigated the 
question of the feasibility of the plan 
for the partition of Palestine, the Br- 
itish government has decided to ab- 
andon such plan. The government will 
attempt, instead, to work out an am- 
icable settlement between the Jews and 
Arabs. To that end it will in the near 
future call a conference in London to 
be attended by both sides, including 
Arabs from states adjacent to Pales- 
tine. The government reserved the 
right to exclude from the conference 
those leadgrs (who were responsible 
foi the campaign of assassination and 
violence. 

* * * 



The British government has re- 
quested the Permanent Mandates 
Commission to consider anew the 
power of Great Britain artificially to 
restrict Jewish immigration into Pal- 
estine. Its purpose seems to be to ob- 
tain legal sanction for the continua- 
tion of its policy to limit such immi- 
gration. 

* * * 

Under the auspices of the Hebrew 
Writers' Association of Palestine and 
the Hebrew Cultural Organization of 
the World, a campaign will soon be 
instituted to develop in American 
Jewry an active interest in Hebrew 
literature and culture. It is intended 



THE FLOW OF BLOOD IN 
PALESTINE 

During the past four months 
1,357 persons were killed and 
wounded as a result of Arab 
terrorism in Palestine. Of the 
number killed 219 were Jews and 
42 Britons. Among the wounded 
were 454 Jews and 138 Britons. 



that the use of Hebrew as a practical 
language become more prevalent out- 
side of Palestine. An impetus to this 
project will be given by the congress 
of Hebrew writers from all parts of 
the world which will meet at the New 
York World's Fair. This movement 
should prove beneficial to Hebrew 
teachers everywhere. At the first con- 
vention in New York of a Hebrew 
teachers' union, where a permanent 
National Federation of Hebrew 
Teachers Unions was organized, the 
unemployment situation of such 
teachers was said to be "critical." The 
Federation demanded that no new 
students be admitted to training 
schools for Hebrew teachers for two 
years. 

* * * 

To make it easy for immigrants in 
Palestine to understand the Hebrew 
press, Haaretz, a Hebrew daily, has 
published a handy Hebrew-German 
dictionary containing 2,000 words and 
phrases used by the newspapers. 

Hebrew secondary schools in Pales- 
tine have rejected grants from the 
Italian government for teaching the 

Italian language. 

* * * 

Arabs have appealed to Hitler to 
intervene on their behalf in Palestine. 
The Nazi press, in referring to the 



Arab rebels as the champions of free- 
dom, has advised the British govern- 
ment to yield to the demands of the 
Arabs and stop Jewish immigration 

into Palestine. 

* * * 

Arab terrorists in Palestine never 
interfere with or injure automobiles 
bearing the swastika symbol. How- 
ever, because they seize any weapons 
which Arab police carry, the latter 
are forbidden to possess arms. 

Not all Arab leaders support the 
campaign of violence and destruc- 
tion pursued in Palestine by Arab 
terrorists. The Mufti of Jerusalem, 
who fled the country months ago, has 
been accused by responsible Arab 
leaders as having instigated the Arab 
revolt for his own selfish ends. An- 
archy, they have charged, has result- 
ed from his methods of terrorizing 
reasonable Arab leaders. 

* * * 

Intensive anti-Jewish activities are 
being pursued in Egypt by Nazi 
agents. Propaganda is being widely 
disseminated for the purpose of con- 
juring up a "Jewish problem." Trans- 
lations of "Mem Kampf" are being 
sold in cheap editions, with careful 
deletion, however, of Hitler's con- 
temptuous descriptions of the Egyp- 
tians as "stuffed Orientals" and "pre- 
tentious babblers without any real 
foundation." The Nazis also conven- 
iently refrain from adverting to the 
fact that their leaders have assigned 
to Egyptians the fourteenth place in 
the racial scale of human values. 

* * * 

In Jerusalem, the vacant residence 
of the decamped Grand Mufti is be- 
ing protected by Jewish policemen. 
In this city, the Mayor has assigned 
Jewish police to guard the German 
consulate. Inveighing against this ac- 
tion of the Mayor, the Angriff, official 
Nazi organ, has declared that such a 
guard "shows a gross lack of taste and 
is likewise a gross lie. If a guard in 
New York is to have any meaning at 
all, it should be exercised against 
Jews, not by them." 

* * * 

The German World War Veterans, 
at its annual convention in Jersey 
City, removed the "Bund" from its 
by-laws. The Commander of the or- 
ganization, Frank Samuels, said that 
most of the members were American 
citizens and that the organization had 
"nothing to do with foreign move- 
ments." 
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BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER ACTIVITIES 



RABBI LEVI NTH AL TO PREACH ON 
NAZI TERROR THIS FRIDAY NIGHT 

This Friday evening, November 
25th, at our late services which begin 
at 8:30 o'clock, Rabbi Levinthal will 
preach on the subject, "What Nazi 
Germany Reveals to the World." This 
sermon will deal with the deeper as- 
pects of the entire German situation 
in relation to the future of world 
civilization. 

Rev. Kantor will lead in the congre- 
gational singing; you and your 
friends are cordially invited to at- 
tend. 



ILLUSTRATED LECTURE BY PROF. 
HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFEL- 
LOW DANA NOV. 28th 

"Jewish Contribution to World 
Drama" will be the subject of an 
address to be delivered at the next 
Forum meeting on Monday evening, 
November 28th, at 8:15 o'clock by 
Prof. Henry W. Longfellow Dana, 
well known authority on the theatre. 
The lecture will be illustrated with 
slides. 

Prof. Dana is the grandson of the 
American poet, Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow. After receiving his de- 
gree of Doctor of Philosophy at Har- 
vard University, Prof. Dana taught 
for two years at the University of 
Paris, was a Professor of Compara- 
tive Literature at Columbia Univer- 
sity, and was one of the organizers 
and lecturers at the Cambridge School 
of the Drama. He has lectured at 
Harvard, Yale, Dartmouth, Welles- 
ley, Vassar, Bryn Mawr, and other 
schools and colleges. He has made a 
special study of the theatre in Amer- 
ica, Europe, and the Soviet Union. 

Admission to the lecture will be 
free to members upon presentation of 
their 1938 membership cards. There 
will be a charge of 25c to all others. 



COURSE LECTURES 

The Forum and Education Commit- 
tee in cooperation with the W. P. A. 
Adult Education Project of the New 
York Board of Education has arrang- 
ed two lecture courses in the Center 
building. A class in "Psychology of 



Personality Adjustment" is held each 
Tuesday evening at 8:30 o'clock, and 
is conducted by Mr. Litwin. Mr. Kap- 
lan is the instructor of the class in 
Contemporary English Literature 
which meets on Wednesday evenings. 

A class in Mental Hygene and every- 
day problems, is being formed which 
will meet every Monday afternoon at 
3 o'clock under supervision of Dr. 
Andrew Albanese. 



INITIATION SERVICE OF NEW HE- 
BREW SCHOOL PUPILS THIS 
SATURDAY MORNING 

The annual initiation service of our 
new Hebrew School pupils will be 
held at the services in the Synagogue 
this Saturday morning, November 26, 
at 10:30 o'clock sharp. 

Rabbi Levinthal will address the 
congregation on the significance of 
the event and the new pupils will par- 
ticipate in the special initiation ser- 
vice 



INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES FOR 
ADULTS HAS LARGE STUDENT 
BODY 

Our members will be gratified to 
learn that this year's student body of 
the Institute of Jewish Studies for 
Adults has grown to very large pro- 
portions. Many of the classes are al- 
ready filled and no new students are 
admitted. In some of the courses, 
however, new students may still be 
enrolled. 



VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR 
"HOME TALENT NIGHT" 

In connection with the next mem- 
bership social meeting scheduled for 
Tuesday evening, December 20th, the 
Social and Entertainment Committee 
is arranging a program of entertain- 
ment consisting of "Home Talent" 
to include singing, dancing and in- 
strumental numbers. The committee 
invites all members of the Center who 
may wish to participate in the pro- 
gram of entertainment to please leave 
their names at the information desk. 
If you know of any member who has 
some special talent, please suggest his 
or her name to the office of the Cen- 
ter. 



OPEN MEETING OF THE 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

The Nominating Committee, head- 
ed by Judge Emanuel Greenberg, is 
now preparing a list of officers, trus- 
tees and members of the Governing 
Board to be voted upon at our next 
annual meeting in January. The com- 
mittee has set aside its next meeting, 
on Tuesday evening, November 29th, 
as an open meeting, and invites mem- 
bers of the Center to give their sug- 
gestions of members who are to be 
considered for offices. If unable to 
attend, you may address your sugges- 
tions in writing to the chairman. All 
suggestions both oral and written, 
will be treated in confidence. 



ADVANCE NOTICE 

On Friday evening, December 2nd, 
Rabbi Jacob Tarshis known on the 
radio as "the lamplighter," will occu- 
py the pulpit at our late Friday even- 
ing services. 



NEXT SISTERHOOD MONTHLY 
MEETING ON MONDAY, DEC. 12th 

The monthly social and cultural 
meetings of the Sisterhood of our Cen- 
ter are becoming more popular with 
every meeting. They are held on the 
second Monday of every month and 
the women of the Center are urged 
to please reserve those Mondays for 
the Sisterhood. The next meeting will 
take place on Monday, December 12, 
at 1 :30 o'clock. A fine cultural pro- 
gram is being arranged. 



CENTER LIBRARY 

The library of the Center is now 
circulating books of Jewish interest 
in Hebrew, English and Yiddish. Mem- 
bers of the Center and their friends 
■who are interested in obtaining 
books for home reading are requested 
to please see our librarian, Dr. Rab- 
inowitz, who is at the library on Mon- 
days, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 3:30 P. M. to 9:30 
P. M. and on Sundays from 10:30 
A.M. to 3:30 P.M. 
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GIFTS TO THE LIBRARY 

Through the efforts of Mr. Jacob 
S. Doner, a raffle of an English trans- 
lation of Ein Yaakov was recently 
held. The winner of the set, Rev. 
Meyer Rogoff donated the books to 
the library. We extend our sincere 
thanks to all those who participated 
in the raffle. 

The following have donated books 
for our library: 

Dr. M. Higger 

Mr. Louis Kotimsky 

Mr. Abraham Fishman 

Master Morton Brod, a pupil of the 
Hebrew School generously donated 
some of his books to the library. 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel R. Tedoff 
donated children's books in memory 
of their beloved friend Mrs. Edna 
Lauman who died on November 17th. 



BROOKLYN JEWISH MINISTERS 
ARRANGE RADIO BROADCAST 

A series of radio programs over 
Station WBBC at 1400 kc. has been 
started by the Brooklyn Jewish Min- 
isters Association. These broadcasts 
known as the "Synagogue of the Air" 
will be on the air every other Sunday 
from 4 to 4 :30 in the afternoon. Mem- 
bers of the Center are advised and 
urged to listen in on these timely and 
vital programs. 

The schedule of broadcasts is as 
follows : Dec. 4th — Rabbi A. A. Stein- 
bach; December 18th — Rabbi Her- 
man Rosen; Jan. 1st — Rabbi Jacob 
Bosniak; Jan. 15th — Rabbi Harry 
Weiss. 



SISTERHOOD CHORAL GROUP 
MEETS TUESDAY MORNINGS 

The recently organized choral group 
of our Sisterhood meets every Tues- 
day morning at 11 o'clock under the 
leadership of our Cantor, Rev. Samuel 
Kantor. The group will welcome any 
member of the Center who may wish 
to attend. 



CLUB NOTES 

The Junior League heard a talk on 
November 17th by Mr. Post on the 
activities of the Jewish Federation. 
The League held a social on Armistice 
Day, and is planning a Welcome 
Home Dance to be held during the 
winter vacation. (Meetings every 
Thursday evening,) Boys 18-21 ; 
girls 17-19. 

The officers of the Inta-League are 

Marshall Reich _ President 

Rosalyn Wolf Vice-President 

Simeon Gluckson Secretary 



The Inta-League has appointed a 
Service Committee to encourage at- 
tendance at the Sabbath services. On 
November 12th it held a combined 
basketball game and social. (Meet- 
ings held Monday evenings) Boys 17- 
18; girls 16-17. 

The Hakoach Club has elected the 
following permanent officers : 

Ephraim Goldberg President 

Al. Jaffe _ Vice-President 

Serena Weissman _ Secretary 

Leonard Kaplan Treasurer 

Among the numerous successful ac- 
tivities of this group have been a thea- 
ter party on November 19th and a 
dance on November 12th. The debat- 
ing committee is planning a debate on 
some topic of Jewish interest for the 
near future. (Meetings held on Satur- 
day nights.) Boys 15V6-17; girls 14V2 
-16. 

The Center Club has boasted of an 
attendance of over 40 since the beg- 
inning of the year. The committee has 
worked up plans for an "Information 
Please" program for the coming week. 
Permanent elections will be held on 
November 6th. (Boys 14-15V6; girls 

The Vivalets, under the pesidency 
of B. Levitt, held a carnival at the 
home of Dr. M. Shir on Election Day. 
The proceeds, over fifteen dollars, are 
being given to the Jewish National 
Fund. On November 20th the group 
visited the Museum of Jewish Cere- 
monial Objects at the Jewish Theo- 
ligical Seminary. 

(Meetings every Saturday at 7:30 
P. M.) Girls 12-12 Vi. 



WOMEN'S GYM NEWS 

The gym and swimming schedule 
for the coming season is as follows : 
Calisthenics Tues.— 2 P.M.-8 :30 P.M. 

Thurs.— 2 P. M. 
Children's gym and swimming — 

Tues.— 3:30 P.M.-4:30 P.M. 
Thurs— 3:30 P.M.-4:30 P.M. 

Junior, Senior and all Red Cross 
tests are given. Classes are now or- 
ganizing. Please sign up at once. Re- 
gular attendance is compulsory. See 
the swimming instructor for all in- 
formation. 

Coaching in swimming, handball, 
ping pong and various sports will also 
be given to all who wish to learn. 

BOXING 

We are contemplating the formation 
of a boxing club for men to meet 
once or twice a week. If enough peo- 
ple show interest, it may be possible 



to secure an individual who will really 

give professional instruction. Will 

those interested please see Sam Scho- 
enfeld in the gymnasium. 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS OF GIFTS 

The Center gratefully acknow- 
ledges receipt of the following donat- 
ions : 

Memorial Books 

Mr. and Mrs. Morris Brukenfeld 
in memory of their beloved parents, 
Israel and Ida Brukenfeld. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Goodstein in 
memory of their son Samuel. 

Mr. and Mrs. I. Levingson in mem- 
ory of their son, Saul. 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip L. Lipshutz. 
in memory of their beloved parents. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Rutstein in 
memory of their parents, David and 
Rebecca Rutstein. 

Prayer Books 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry A. Freedman, 
in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their 
son Herbert on June 25. 

Mr. Morris Gorelick. 

Mrs. Irene Goodman in memory of 
her beloved parents Mary and Reuben 
Goldstein. 

Taleisim 

Mr. and Mrs. S. Gondelman in 
honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their son 
Herbert on June 18th. 

Taleisim For Children 

Goldstein family circle. 

Cake for Succah 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Zankel. 



CONGRATULATIONS 

Hearty congratulations and best 
wishes are extended to: 

Mr. and Mrs. Barnet Tannenbaum 
of 1094 Park Place on the marriage 
of their daughter Sylvia to Mr. Ned 
Berkin which was celebrated at the 
Center on November 23rd. 

Mr. George B. Rabinor of 430 Am- 
boy Street upon his engagement to 
Miss Ruth Frances Glickman, dau- 
ghter of Mr. and Mrs. Pincus Glick- 
man of Belle Harbor, L. I. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Halpern of 
789 St. Marks Avenue and Mr. and 
Mrs. Louis Zankel of 1505 President 
Street upon the engagement of their 
children Hazel Halpern to Harry 
Zankel. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sol Horowitz of 1374 
Union Street on the engagement of 
their son Dr. Irving to Miss Sylvia 
Estelle Cohn. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Bernstein, Miss Lillian 

Res. 1574 Union St. 
Goldblatt, Max J. 

Garage Married 

Res. 390 Eastern Parkway- 
Bus. 156 East 105th St. 

Proposed by Solomon Skovreinsky 
Gottlieb, Leon 

Cabaret Unmarried 

Res. 414 Sterling St. 

Bus. 195 Utica Ave. 

Proposed by Sidney Kean 
Herwitt, Edward 

Shoes Unmarried 

Res. 367 Vernon Ave. 

Bus. 103 Moore St. 

Proposed by David Sperling 
Kobre, Samuel 

Oil Married 

Res. 2705 Ave. L 

Bus. 95 Frost St. 

Proposed by Hyman Aaron 
Lefkowitz, Miss Sadie 

Res. 1655 Sterling Place 
Levitas, Nathan 

Insurance Married 

Res. 805 St. Marks Ave. 

Bus. 60 John St. 

Proposed by Joseph Lukashok 
Loonin, Irving B. 

Attorney Unmarried 

Res. 268 E. 53rd St. 

Bus. 40 Exchange Place 

Proposed by Al Loonin 
Rabinor, George B. 

Attorney Unmarried 

Res. 430 Amboy St. 

Bus. 163-18 Jamaica Ave. 

Proposed by Pincus Glickman 
Rosenblatt, David 

Importer Married 

Res. 1373 President St. 

Bus. 356 W. 11th St. 

Proposed by Bernard J. Aaron 
and Morris Bilgore 
Rothstein, Milton 

Lumber Unmarried 

Res. 1388 President St. 

Proposed by Jacob Rutstein 
Sacks, Fred 

Student Unmarried 

Res. 551 Montgomery St. 

Proposed by Byron Topol 
and Stephen Saltz 
Socolow, Milton D. 

Liquor Importer Unmarried 

Res. 451 Kingston Ave. 

Bus. 2 Park Ave. 

Proposed by Howard Seiderman 
and Dr. Nathan Horowitz 



Zankel, Harry- 
Attorney Unmarried 

Res. 1505 President St. 

Bus. 32 Court St. 

Proposed by Louis Zankel 
Zankel, Max D. 

Student Unmarried 

Res. 1505 President St. 

Proposed by Louis Zankel 

The following has applied for re- 
instatement in the Brooklyn Jewish Cen- 
ter: 

Balsam, Barrett 

Shoes Unmarried 

Res. 813 Avenue C 

Bus. 783 Manhattan Ave. 

Proposed by Milton Balsam 
EMANUEL GREENBERG, 
Chairman Membership Committee 

Y.F.L. PARTY AND DANCE 

The Young Folks League is ar- 
ranging an invitation cocktail party 
and dance for Thursday evening, 
December 8th in the Dining Room of 
the Center. Admission will be free to 
members of the Center upon presen- 
tation of their 1938 membership 
cards. The Y.F.L. of the 8th Avenue 
Temple will be the guests of our 
group. 

JUNIOR CONGREGATION 

The following were elected officers 
of the Junior Congregation for the 
year 1938-9: 

Buddy Lowenfeld President 

Arthur Feinberg Vice President 

Ephraim Goldberg _.. Vice President 

Albert Jaffe „.. Head Usher 

The speaker at the services next 
Saturday morning will be Harold 
Jaffe. 



BASKETBALL GAME 

Next Sunday Evening, Nov. 27 
e 

BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 

▼s. 

HEBREW EDUCATIONAL 
SOCIETY 

• 

Admission 50 c 

YFL Invitation Dance Following 
the Game 

Dec. 4— Newark Y.M.H.A. 

Dec. 10 — Eighth Avenue Temple 
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JOSEPH M. SCHWARTZ REELECTED 
VICE-PRESIDENT OF CONSOLIDATED 
TAXPAYERS MUTUAL INSURANCE 
COMPANY 

Our congratulations are hereby ex- 
tended to Mr, Joseph M. Schwartz 
upon his re-election as Vice President 
of the Consolidated Taxpayers Mu- 
tual Insurance Company. 



DAILY SERVICES 

Morning services at 7:00 and 8:00 
o'clock. Mincha services at 4:00. 



SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of candles at 4:16 o'clock. 

Friday evening services at 4:15. 

Sabbath services, Parsha Tolodos, 
will commence at 8 :45 o'clock. 

Class in Ein Yaakov under the lead- 
ership of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh at 3:15 
o'clock. 

Mincha services at 4:00 P.M. 



DEDICATION OF SISTERHOOD 
PLAQUE 

The dedication of the Sisterhood 
plaque at the Brooklyn Hebrew Home 
and Hospital for the Aged will be 
held on Tuesday afternoon, November 
29th at 2 o'clock. 



Due to lack of space, the list of 
contributors to the Kol N'tdre 
Appeal will be published in the 
next issue of the "Review." 



EVERY SUNDAY 



Sunday Outing Group 

of the 

Brooklyn Jewish Center 

meets 

Every Sunday at 1:30 P. M. 

EDUCATIONAL — ENTERTAINING 
Program suited to the weather 

Age Group — 10-13 years 
Center members only 

Fee — 60c — includes carfare 
and admission 

RAIN OR SHINE 



[20] 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



IN THE FOREST OF HEDERA 

(Continued from page 13) 

And fine, blue smoke ascending from roofs of unseen homes 

Concealed in the shade of the trees, in a straight line upward soared, 

Above forest fluttered and quickly dissolved and disappeared 

As if frightened by sound of the axe as it crashed against the trunk, 

Or by grating of sharpened saw . . . Then Njaphtali longingly looked 

Toward the quickly vanishing smoke; he lowered his axe, for a moment 

And turned to the Donian, busy sawing, "What do you think 

Lies hid in the folds of this smoke, what can it portend for tonight: 

Tomato broth and meat, or just vegetable croquette? 

Or perhaps, perhaps, who knows, potatoes fried in fat?" 

And before the Donian could answer, Naphtali hewed once more 

A chunk from the eucalyptus ; dull was the thud of the axe, 

The white bark of the tree was laid bare, out seeped the sap, pure and fine 

With quiet, mournful tears . . . Then the Donian sadly mused, 

"My heart, poor eucalyptus, is weighted with your grief 

Yet moist is your marrow and fresh, toward heaven your tree-tops reach. 

Your roots, deep, deep in the earth of subduing and conquest still dream, 

To the wings of song-birds gay, your greenest branches aspire, 

And your stem remembers those days when man endangered his life 

So that you might endure in this land ; you lived on the blood he shed 

On his blood you lived oh trees, but your pure and living soul 

Remembered his sacrifice and a double reward you repaid: 

To the land where your stem sank roots, and to man on whose blood 

you waxed strong; 
You wrestled with angels of death and emerged victorious 
By drinking Death's source of life . . . And now you fall prey to the axe . . . 
My heart, my heart is' weighted with your grief" ... As he spoke 
The gods of the forest hearkened, the mighty encircled him, 
They crowded together to list his sad and burning plaint, 
The Donian recalled for an instant, the wide-spread plain of the Don 
About him a stormy assemblage, hungry for freedom and bread, 
'Twas he that showed them the path . . . and the gods of the forest 

hearkened . . . 

But an aging tree, for a moment shook its barren head, 

Above the forest soared its glance, as it sadly moaned 

While sending its last benediction on all sides round about: 

On Shomron's mountains bleak, where a buoyant storm oft shouted 

To be carried away with abandon on the backs of buffaloes dark ; s 

In winter, when the clouds were low, and leaned on the tops of the trees; 

It struck on the backs of the buffaloes dark with thunder-bolts, 

With a shattering, furious noise, while the tree-tops trembled and bowed 

And the cold and heavy drops poured down on the darkened ground . . . 

The tree incessantly stared at the forest clearing, at swamps 

Where wallowed the buffaloes dark, on whose backs in winter rode 

The Shomron mountain storms . . . There a group of houses secure 

Spread out in the midday lustre. Far-off in the rounded vale 

Stood a tamarisk upright and green which pierced the azure sky, 

A tamarisk, dainty and proud, for which the barren tree longed 

When the sun sank lowMn spring, when the shadows fell on its trunk, 

And seven-fold grew its charm, its head with queenship crowned, 

Wreathed with rays of purple and gold ... Of a sudden the aged tree sighed 

It sank with its weight tq the ground, and crushed the grasses beneath, 

Its green crown fell apart, its arms devoid of strength. 

The Donian drew back in sorrow, but thus spoke Naphtali: 
"Come, whet and sharpen your axe, and lop off sprigs and boughs ! 
Its branches shall be as a gift to Leah our diligent cook 
And later we'll wield the saw, and make furniture of its beams 
For the parlors of Tel-Aviv, for office ornaments . . 
Fear not, and be not alarmed! If Torah's not found in your skull 

(Continued on page 22) 



"TOWN MEETING OF THE AIR" 
DISCUSSION ON THURSDAY 
EVENING, DEC. 1st 

The "Town Meeting of the Air" 
group will meet as usual on Thurs- 
day evening, December 1st, in the 
Ladies Social Room on the second 
floor of our building. 

The meeting will begin at 9 o'clock 
and following a preliminary dicus- 
sion the group will listen to a radio 
broadcast at 9:30 on the subject, "Is 
An Economic Plan for World Peace 
Possible?" The following will parti- 
cipate : Paul Van Zeeland, ex-premier 
of Belgium, W. W. Cumberland, eco- 
nomic expert, Leland Rex Robinson, 
investment banker, Dr. Ruth Alexan- 
der, political economist, James Har- 
vey Rogers, Prof, of Political Econo- 
my, Yale. 

At the close of the broadcast, the 
group will comment on the radio dis- 
cussion. All members of the Center 
and their friends are cordially invited 
to attend. 



TO JOHN HAYNES HOLMES 

(Continued from page 4) 
has always appealed in behalf of all 
that is best and noblest in American 
democracy. True liberal that he is, he 
has fought bigotry and intolerance in 
whatever form these evils have ap- 
peared. To him, Fatherhood of God 
and the Brotherhood of Man is some- 
thing more than mere phrases. They 
are the essence of all Religion, the 
ideal to which all men must aspire. 

We extend to the distinguished cel- 
ebrant our heartiest felicitations and 
our earnest prayers that he may be 
blessed with life and health, to contin- 
ue to give of his blessed services to all 
mankind for many, many years to 
come. 

— I.H.L. 



COMING FORUM 
SPEAKERS 

FRITZ WITTELS 

DECEMBER 12 

GEORGE SOKOLSKY 

DECEMBER 19 
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THE TORMENTED JEV/iSH LIFE OF BENJAMIN DISRAELI 

(Continued from page 14) 



Jerusalem, Disraeli sees the city, "vivid 
from its silver blaze". In the moon- 
shine it is a spectacle conveying "indis- 
soluable associations of awe and beau- 
ty". He hears the breeze wail among 
the tombs and "sigh through the cy- 
press-groves. The palm-tree trembles 
as it passes, as if it were a spirit of 
awe". He listens to "the haunting 
voice of the prophets, mourning over 
the city that they could not save", he 
imagines "at midnight hour . . . the 
great departed of Israel assemble to 
gaze upon the battlements of their 
mystic city . . . the law-giver whose 
doctrines have modeled civilized 
Europe". He asks: "what race extinct 
or living can produce three such men 
as these? Their spirits linger in the 
land where the Creator has deigned to 
dwell. . . . The spiritual nature of man 
was developed in this land". 

At midday in the summer Jerusalem 
appears to him as a "city of stone in a 
land of iron with a sky of brass". But 
the desolation matters little to him be- 
cause "what need for nature to be fair 
in a scene like this, where not a spot 
is visible that is not heroic or sacred, 
consecrated or memorable ; not a rock 
that is not the care of prophets; not 
a valley that is not the valley of heaven 
— annointed of kings; not a mountain 
that is not the mountain of God" ! 

He believes that there are "peculiar 
and eternal qualities in this land", and 
that Jerusalem is a city over whose 
"impending fate Omnipotence had shed 
human tears". The spirit in Jerusalem 
is free "from the maddening cares of 
Europe. The beauty of patriarchal re- 
pose still lingers about its existence". 
It is a city of hills more famous than 
Rome. Arabs and Assyrians know of 
Jerusalem but never heard of Rome. 

Inspired by the great past of Israel, 
Disraeli could not remain indifferent 
to the fate of his race. He was a Zion- 
ist before the word was born, and be- 
lieved that the race would "regain its 
vineyards". This thought of rebirth of 
the race is often dominant in his works. 

Alroy conquers an empire and sets 
his people free, Contarini Fleming de- 
votes his life to the amelioration of the 
conditions of his race and to the pol- 
itical rebirth of his country, Eva is dis- 
tressed by the present unhappiness of 
her people and thinks of the restor- 
ation of Israel's national glory, and 
Lothair has the old Hebraic longing to 



settle on the waters of Tiberias "re- 
producing all their vanished happi- 
ness, reviving their fisheries, cultiv- 
ating the plain of Genesareth and the 
country of Gadarenas. 

This longing is not merely Rom- 
anticism. There is a deeper feeling in 
it. It bares much of Disraeli's Jewish 
self. He idealizes the Jewish past, when 
the Jewish people were happy and 
the individual Jew shared in this gen- 
eral happiness. Through this idealiz- 
ation he sees now Jerusalem and the 
Holy Land as a place which heals the 
wounds. This thought is expressed in 
the characterization of Lothair : "His 
mind was full of Jerusalem, the Mount 
of Olives, and the Sea of Galilee. He 
was never nervous there, never agit- 
ated, never harassed, no palpitations of 
the heart, no dread suspence. There 
was repose alike of body and soul. 
Why did he ever leave Palestine . . ." ? 
He should have remained there forever 
"cherishing in a hallowed scene hal- 
lowed sorrow, of which even bitter- 
ness was exalted and enobling. . . ." 

But Disraeli is even more enthus- 
iastic about that what is called in our 
days "spiritual Zionism". He sends his 
heroes to the Holy Land for spiritual 
inspiration and in his writings he as- 
signs to Palestine and to Jerusalem a 
unique position in the spiritual life of 
the Western Civilization. He believes 
that the Land of Israel "might bring to 
Europe a new thought". When Eva 
asks what can her country do for Eu- 
rope, Tancred answers : "Save it. Send 
forth a great thought as you have done 
before Sinai, from the villages of Gal- 
ilee, from the deserts of Arabia. . . ." 

When Besso inquires about Tan- 
cred's interest in the Jewish people, 
Tancred answers: "I cannot compre- 
hend how a Christian can be uninter- 
ested in a people who have handed 
down to him immortal truths". The 
following conversation then ensued: 

"All the world is not as sensible of 
the obligation as yourself, noble trav- 
eler". 

"But who is the world? Do you 
mean the inhabitants of Europe, which 
is a forest not yet cleared; or the in- 
habitants of Asia, which is a ruin 
about to tumble"? 

"The railroads will clear the forest", 
eaid Besso. 

"And what will become of the ruin" ? 
asked Tancred. 



"God will not forget his land". 

"That is the truth; the government 
of this globe must be divine, and the 
impulse can only come from Asia". 

Later Tancred proclaims : "When 
East has resumed its indigenous intel- 
ligence, when angels and prophets 
again mingle with humanity, the sacred 
quarter of the globe will recover its 
primeval and divine supremacy ; it will 
act upon modern empires and the faint- 
hearted faith of Europe, which is but 
a shadow of shade, will become as vig- 
orous as befitted men who are in sus- 
tained communication with the Crea- 
tor." 

With this vision of the ancient 
grandeur of Israel Disraeli analyses 
the permanent contribution and influ- 
ence of the Hebraic legacy to the West- 
ern civilization. 

The Hebrew creed "redeemed the 
European races from primative bar- 
barism". "In proportion of their ad- 
herence to, or rejection of the Semitic 
principle, are those races prosperous 
or decadent. . . . Independently of their 
admirable laws which have elevated 
our condition, and their exquisite po- 
etry which has charmed it; indepen- 
dently of their heroic history which 
has animated us to the pursuit of pub- 
lic liberty, we are indebted to the Heb- 
rew people for our knowledge of the 
true God and for the redemption from 
our sins". 
(To be continued in the next issue) 

"HOW LONG, O LORD, 
HOW LONG?" 

Bv William Allen White 

(In The Empire Gazette) 
OR 3,000 years the Jews have been 
persecuted by that most terrible 
of all punishment, worse than death 
— exile. They have been driven from 
land to land across the world and 
never have been allowed to rest. 

It would seem that 2,000 years 
of Christ's philosophy of tolerance, 
charity and kindness should in some 
way ameliorate this age-long persecu- 
tion of the children of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob. But for some reason, 
wherever tyranny arises the first blow 
ot the tyrant is upon the defenseless 
head of the Jews. Among free people 
they are welcome. Where liberty is es- 
tablished the Jew has no fear. But let 
a shifting government submerge lib- 
erty and the first cruel thing a govern- 
ment does is to begin persecution of 
the Jews. Well, may they lift up their 
voices and cry with the prophet of 
old, "How long, O Lord, how long?" 
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Nor wisdom over-much, to make you a "Kolel" 6 trustee 

There's sufficient strength in your loins to fell eucalyptus trees 

And I'm quite confident, that in course of time you'll become 

Our people's pride and chief hewer of Lower Galilee . . ." 

Thus Naphtali spoke in jest as he deftly handled the axe, 

As if casually let it fall at a slant on the trunk of the tree 

As the branches were torn asunder . . . Radiant his dark black locks 

As they tumbled on his moistened forehead, and through his tattered shirt 

Paled his finely colored skin; his distended veins pulsated 

On his reddened, sun-tanned skin . . . his great agility 

Found favor in the Donian's eyes, who quickly seized the axe, 

But missed and smote the ground ! He laughed and struck again, 

And missed ! But the third stroke hit its mark — triumphantly 

He swore that his hand would touch no more the file or saw, 

From their very inception intended for children and weak old men, 

The axe is the pride of youth ! The leafy canopy 

Grew thinner and thinner above the heads of the hewers of wood> 

And the distant skies became visible, blue-white and clear 

Large storks circled about in their depths ; their trail was black and white, 

But the flapping of wings was not heard . . . They were like unto dancers mute 

In a slumbering kingdom white . . . No wind from the sea could be felt, 

Butterflies with colored wings in the midst of their jubilant flight 

Became drowsy on leaves and branches . . , only a trembling bird 

Took flight from the fallen intertwined trees, beat wing against wing 

As i* flew to seek a new nest . . . Again naught but silence and heat, 

Then the crashing of axes was heard, and the rasping, grating saws; 

In distant Hedera the noise was re-echoed and heard by one 

Who slowly worked in the field, he restrained his mule for an instant 

As he smiled, "O God of the hewers of wood who mend our world!" 

Once more he straightened his furrow . . . The echo fell in the swamp, 

Where Ben Arzi, solitary, planted hardy trees 

Ben Arzi hearkened intently to the forest's echoing sounds, 

As one lists to the song of distant streams, or the murmur of founts . . , 

The sun beat down about him, and burned the rising mists, 

And dried the high clods of earth between the jaundiced pools, 

Till they glowed resplendency . . . 



Ill 

THE tops of the trees were russet, and rustled the Mincha prayer 7 
When stirred the twilight breeze; the western horizon glowed 
With transparent glow of spring, over nothingness hovering, 
But it quickly merged and dissolved in the darkened blue expanse, 
Evanescent in death as in life . . . Reb Pinchas looked toward the west. 
He stared for a moment or two, then turned his face toward the east, 
And leaned 'gainst a tree and mused ... He knew: like the sinking west 
So sank his troubled life . . . More than once the axe had slipped 
Fromi his feeble, tired hand . . . The heart was weary with dreams, 
He was foot-sore with wandering, but respite had not yet come, 
How sweet is rest ! But his weary heart still pounded and pounded 
With longings ungratified . . . The eagle will spread his wings 
To alluring, radiant heights ... his wings, alas, were brought low: 
In their shadow no young ones sought safety; dispersed to the farthest 
winds, 

They had abandoned the native crags . . . More than once fresh grass had 
bloomed 

And withered and bloomed again on the little mound of earth 
Where lay hid the mate of his youth ... No eagle proud was she, 
But a mute and modest dove whose delicate tremor of wings 
Was silenced by the din of his mighty pinions, forever stilled . . . 
In silence Reb Pinchas leaned on the tree, as if bound to its trunk. 
His tall body bent low . . . Had God accepted his sacrifice? 
Had the flame of his secret tear made fertile the desolate crags, 
A tear hidden from human eye ? Would her blood, the blood of this dove, 



PHYLLIS BOTTOM E LOOKS 
INTO THE FUTURE 

{Continued from page 7) 
its loss in the same generation. It is 
not to be expected and it probably 
will not occur in Germany even under 
the most rigid repression of the fem- 
inine spirit. 

Miss Bottome finds in this reversion 
to the inferiority of the German wo- 
men a second and even more fund- 
amental cause for her uprising against 
the German regime. 

Nature has made man the innovator 
and the experimenter in life and at 
the same time has made women the 
great conservator of human values. 
Nowhere is this more plain than in 
the relation of women to their child- 
ren. Women do not bear children to 
see them killed, nor can they produce 
them endlessly only to be cannon fod- 
der. There are, of course, exceptional 
periods when delusions of national 
grandeur or the spur of expanding 
destiny stifle for the moment the na- 
tural instincts of women. There has, 
however, never been a period in hu- 
man history when such a departure 
from instinct was long continued. 
Napoleon bled white the French peo- 
ple, but on;ly for ten years or so. 
Eventually the fundamental values 
were realized. The whole concept of 
an entire empire cannot mean as much 
to a mother as the life of one son. It 
is certain that in this belief Miss Bot- 
tome bases her hope on reality. So far 
the dictators have not had to make 
their people pay in terms of death and 
ultimate sacrifice the price for their 
victory because they have won their 
victories on the basis of the fear of 
other peoples. That is a process which 
cannot go on indefinitely, and sooner 
or later the unbridled ambitions of the 
dictators must collide with the resist- 
ance of the democracies. When that 
does happen, the mothers of Germany 
will have the last and ultimate say in 
the destruction of dictators. 

This is Miss Bottome 's belief. Cer- 
tainly it is our hope. 
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Not fall on his weary head ? . . . And he brusquely shook his head, 

As tho from a fearful nightmare waking, oped wide his eyes, 

Stared about, then braced himself. These youths who bore, who raised? 

Who cast iron-strength in their blood ? Who inspired the gleam in their eyes ? 

Who taught them such firm, sure steps ? In the western sky hovered clouds, 

Like a chain of transparent pouches laden with heavy fluids; 

One saturated as if with extract of cherries dark, 

Another with gold-red wine, in a third a pure-white milk 

With a rose-like lustre shimmered; these pouches drew their moisture 

From some remote channel unseen ; lilquid with liquid united, 

And color with color blended . . . Their outline was arched like a bow 

Above the thick of the forest; there fell a ruddy light 

On the whitened beams of wood, that heap upon heap were piled. 

The company arose to homeward wend its way; 

One sought his coat in the thicket, another polished his axe, 

One heaped up branches and shrubs as a gift for the kitchen stove, 

And one who was moved by the spirit, bent on mischief ^ leaped, 

Of a sudden on the back of the donkey, as it silently nibbled the grass, 

Then Naphtali rose to quiet his jovial band of friends. 

And waved his hand on high — a sign to hearken to him, 

And these his words: "Whereas since the days of the Gibeonites," 

The name, 'hewer of wood' hath brought its bearers no coveted wreaths, 

And, whereas, the delicate daughters of Judah and Galilee 

Have time and again shown preference for teacher and scribe. 

I, therefore, hereby proclaim a new party, 'The Hewers of Wood,' 

It shall be a distinguished party, with Pinchas as chief and head — 

Three cheers, my friends!" The forest resounded with the jubilant shouts: 

"Three cheers ! Long Live Reb Pinchas! Long Live 'The Hewers of Wood!' 

Long live those youths with the brawn to wave and wield the axe! 

Long live the Galil Mountains, long live Judea proud! 

Long live the Sharon and Lowland, each hill, each vale, each brook!" 

While the group still shouted loudly, and the forest re-echoed the noise, 

As the heavens began to darken, Naphtali's voice rang forth 

"We remember with sorrow, brothers, the heroes of Hedera, 

We fought the poisonous bogs, and fell prey to arrow and sword . . ," 

In Naphtali's voice was a tremor, his gaiety was gone, 

The tawny, sun-browned youths grew suddenly silent and sad, 

But here Reb Pinchas, pushing his way to the center, proclaimed, 

"We shall not mourn, nor crown their memory with tears, 

We'll labor with gladness and joy, revere them with gladness and joy!" 

As we stand assembled here the sun's about to set — 

Come, circle form, come hallow our festival with dance . . ." 

Their axes fastened tight in their girdles, the men united ; 

Joined arm in arm and whirled in a circle merrily, 

They stumbled again the stumps, were entangled by fallen boughs, 

But their feet so nimbly turned; Reb Pinchas' eyes were aglow, 

His feet were nimble, too . . . His tattered shoes wore a sheen 

But it faded away, the hems of their coats were torn apart, 

The wide-brimmed hats of straw were pushed from the wearers' heads 

To the ground, tho some hung on as if by a miracle, 

The dance grew more impassioned ... A vibrant melody 

Tho not in perfect harmony, from ten hearts burst forth, 

The echoes responded ... A song in which praise of Galilee, 

A tribute to toil and strength, and the shout of vigorous youth 

Poured forth like rivers in spring . . . The donkey of Berel, the short, 

Prepared for the homeward journey, and laden with empty tins, 

In amazement rubbed against the tree and lifted his ears 

And pondered : what happened to Berel, ever so diligent, 

That he wildly twisted in a circle, and forgot his donkey's crib? 

A night-bird screamed in the distance, the dews fell noiselessly, 

The blanching, western clouds sent their parting, golden rays . . . 
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SNATCH 

HITLER now demands ransom 
for the souls he has kidnapped. 
This, in short, is the meaning 
of the Schacht proposals. Refugees, 
demands Schacht, must become the 
world-wide agents of German trade. 
Having surrendered their property 
within Germany, Jews must further 
enrich the Hitlerite coffers by selling 
exports stamped with the tell-tale 
label, "Made in Germany." 

These fantastic proposals serve to 
remind the world where Germany is 
weakest — in financial resources. A 
democratic embargo on German goods 
and prohibition of loans and credits 
to Nazidom, now urged by some legis- 
lators, if adopted several years ago, 
might quickly have brought Nazi Ger- 
many to its senses. Instead, Hitler has 
received abundant support from in- 
fluential figures in democratic coun- 
tries. 

The response of world Jewry to the 
Schacht proposals was unanimous. 
"We will not finance Hitler Ger- 
many!" Jewry will do everything in 
its power to redeem the unfortunate 
victims of the Nazi terror. But ac- 
quiescence to the Schacht transfer plan 
is fraught with grave danger. Heaping 
financial rewards upon the German 
oppressor will encourage Poland, Ru- 
mania and Hungary with Jewish pop- 
ulations of over five millions to follow 



THE Talmudic tale that accounts 
for the origin of the Chanukah 
Lights is well known to our read- 
ers. The Graeco-Syrian enemy had pol- 
luted all the oil that was found in the 
ancient Temple, the oil that was nec- 
essary for the kindling of the Per- 
petual Light. Only one small vial, still 




suit. They too will begin to clamor for 
ransom, or else . . . 

There comes to mind the story of 
Meir of Rottenburg, the leading Ger- 
man Rabbi of the 13th Century. Con- 
ditions became intolerable in Mediae- 
val Germany, and Meir and a group 
of followers, decided to emigrate to 
Palestine. He was apprehended on 
the way and thrown into prison. An im- 
mense sum for ranson was immediate- 
ly demanded. The Jewish community 
proceeded to raise the required 
amount, but Meir protested. "I would 
rather die in prison. Payment of ran- 
som will only encourage the authori- 
ties to imprison all the leading Jews 
of Germany." As a result of his 
protest, Meir remained confined for 
six years, devoting himself to Tal- 
mudic study, and finally died in his 
prison cell. 

The parallel is very strong today. 
Payment of the Hitler ransom would 
endanger the Jews of other Eastern 
European countries. 

Like Egypt of old, Germany seeks 
to increase its economic power by 
enslaving the children of Israel. As 
in Egypt of old, our faith is strong, 
that there will arise again a leader 
with the cry of "Freedom!" who will 
throw off once more the yoke of the 
oppressor. 

MORDECAI H. LeWITTES 



bearing the seal of the High Priest, 
remained untouched. But that ' was 
hardly sufficient for one day's light. A 
miracle, however, occurred, and that 
light, which no one thought could last 
more than a day, burned brightly 
eight days, until the Jews were enabled 
to secure new oil. 



This tale of course, symbolizes the 
tragic but glorious life of the Jew. 
Many were the times when the enemy 
polluted and destroyed every oppor- 
tunity for the kindling of Jewish life. 
Again and again our enemies have 
said that the light of our life was 
short, that in a day or so it would be 
extinguished. But the miracle of the 
cruse of oil was re-enaeted again and 
again. When all seemed darkest, when 
all seemed hopeless, the light of life 
in the Jew kept burning brightly, un- 
til new forces were developed and new 
strength was achieved. 

We have the faith that this mir- 
acle will happen once again in our day. 
Despite the horrors of the inhuman 
persecutions which Jews are enduring 
in Nazi Germany, in Fascist Italy and 
in other lands, despite the feebleness 
of the light of Jewish life, that light 
will continue to burn. But while that 
miracle is being enacted, we Jews, liv- 
ing in more fortunate climes, must 
do all in our power, in the spirit of the 
ancient Maccabees, to provide the fuel 
so that Jewish life may glow brightly, 
like the Ner Tamid, for all times- In 
these days the two primary duties of 
every Jew must be to give to relieve 
the immediate distress of our brothers 
in the lands of oppression, and to 
build up the stronghold of Jewish life 
in Erctz Israel, the one land that holds 
out the hope for a Jewish life, which 
like the light in the ancient Temple, 
will be normal, natural and, we hope, 
ever-lasting ! 

—I. H. L. 



REFUGEE BENEFITS 

Benefits for refugee funds are be- 
ing announced with gratifying fre- 
quency. Those humane undertakings 
should always be over-sold, and it is 
the duty of all of us not only to buy 
tickets but to watch for the dates and 
volunteer reservations. 
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NOT - A CHANUKAH MESSAGE 
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"JUST BETWEEN OURSELVES" 

^4// Intimate Chat Between Rabbi and Reader 



A NEWS item appeared recently 
in the daily press that should 
have aroused a great deal of 
interest among thoughtful Jews. In 
former years when even in America 
Jews took their religion and religious 
problems more seriously, and anxious- 
ly discussed every happening in their 
religious life, such an incident could 
not have passed by without making a 
striking impression upon the mind of 
every Jew. 

The newspapers reported the novel 
and rather unique arrangement enter- 
ed into between two of the largest and 
most prominent Reform Temples in 
our borough, by means of which they 
wit) henceforth hold their relfigjious 
services on Friday evenings and Sab- 
bath mornings jointly, one month in 
one Temple, and one month in the 
other. This arrangement does give the 
Rabbi of each Temple an opportunity 
to bring his message to two congre- 
gations instead of to one, and, of 
course, it has the added, if minor, ad- 
vantage that it enables the Rabbi to 
cut down in his preaching schedule, 
and obtain more time for study and 
communal activity. 

I am, however, not interested at this 
time in discussing the advantages or 
the disadvantages of such an arrange- 
ment. What does interest me, as an 
observer of Jewish life — especially of 
Jewish religious life — is the fact that 
it was found necessary that such a plan 
and such an arrangement should be 
devised. It is true that both of the con- 
gregations will continue their separ- 
ate corporate existence, and that they 
will both continue to maintain their 
separate and individual Temple struc- 
tures.The fact, however, that both of 
these congregations, prominent as they 
are, found it necessary to unite and 
to assume jointly the most important 
function of the Synagogue or Temple, 
namely, that of religious worship, 
would prove rather conclusively that 
in that function at least, Reform Jud- 
aism in this borough is far from mak- 
ing any progress whatsoever. 

In studying this phenomenon in our 
religious life it must be remembered 
that one of these Temples was among 



the first synagogues to be established 
in Brooklyn, more than three quarters 
of a century ago, and that the other 
Temple already represents a merger 
between itself and a third Temple, 
also among the first to appear in this 
Borough. In other words, we notice 
a definite trend in the life of Reform 
Judaism in Brooklyn. From the three 
mijo)r Reform 'Temples that were, 
we now have two, and these two have 
been obliged to take the first steps in 
merging their religious activities. 

I do not want to imply by these 
statements that I hold any derogatory 
opinions of Reform Judaism or of the 
Reform Temples. I have high regard 
for the spiritual leaders of all of the 
Temples in our Borough. I am inter- 
ested, however, in noting an historic 
fact, which cannot be passed over 
lightly. 

The trend against Reform Judaism 
in this Borough, which, by the way, is 
to be noted also in many of the larger 
cities, is further evidenced by the 
striking fact, that whereas in the last 
fifteen or twenty years not one ad- 
ditional Reform Temple came into ex- 
istence, more than a dozen large and 
successful Synagogues and Centers re- 
presenting the Conservative school of 
Jewish religious thought made their 
appearance- This experience is dup- 
licated in nearly every city of import- 
ance. 

I wiil not dicuss here the reasons for 
this trend away from Reform, inter- 
esting and enlightening as such a dis- 
cussion would be. The fact of the mat- 
ter remains that if each of these Tem- 
ples were filled with worshippers on 
the Sabbath, if Jews would flock to 
their services because of their zeal for 
the Reformist interpretation and phil- 
osophy of Jewish life, there would 
have been no need of joining the two 
congregations for worship at one ser- 
vice. 

To the credit of the leaders of Am- 
erican Reform Judaism it must be said 
that they too realize that Reform has 
been losing ground. At all of their re- 
cent conventions, both Rabbinic and 
lay, the one problem to which they 
give most concern is how to put new 



life into Reform and thus enable it 
to become a vital influence in the rel- 
igious life of Jews. They realize many 
of their mistakes in the past and are 
trying hard to rectify them. There is 
a new appreciation of the value of cer- 
emonies and rituals both in the Syn- 
agogue and in the home, and a new 
realization of the value of the Hebrew 
language both for Synagogue prayers 
and for the religious school. 

Perhaps this counter-reformation 
may help the Reform movement to 
live on. But even these attempts, it 
seems to me, cannot stop altogether 
the recession and the downward trend 
that is everywhere noticeable in the 
one-time vigorous and energetic Re- 
form movement — a recession which 
this action on the part of the two 
Brooklyn Temples amply reveals. 




HEBREW PERIODICALS 

THE number of learned periodicals 
published in Hebrew in Palestine 
is indicative of the cultural life and 
progress of the country. There is, for 
example, Zion, a quarterly for re- 
search in Jewish history, issued by 
the Palestine Historical and Ethno- 
graphical Society with the assistance 
of the Bialik Foundation. 

Moznaim is the monthly organ of 
Jewish Authors' Association. 

The Habimah Players have their 
monthly, concerned, of course, with 
the art of the theatre. 



Mark Soliterman' s articles on Ben- 
jamin Disraeli will be resumed in the 
next issue. 
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PALESTINE vs. TANGANYIKA 

REALITY vs. MIRAGE 



By WILLIAM I. SIEGEL 



IT is a revealing commentary on the 
eternal anomaly of Jewish life in 
the Goluth that we are compelled 
to be pessimistic even about benefits 
offered and that we must beware of 
gifts even though they come from 
friends and not from professed en- 
emies. The advice of Cassandra is an 
effective counsel of caution for us and 
an incident of Greek mythology be- 
comes a vital truth for modern Jewry. 
"Quidquid est timeo Danaos et dona 
ferentes." 

No happening in the history of a 
quarter-century or more has so stirred 
the emotions of the Western world or 
created in it such unanimity of con- 
demnation as did the excesses against 
German Jewry which culminated in 
the rapine and pillage of November. 
In America members of every reli- 
gious sect, followers of every profes- 
sion, leaders of all shades of political 
and economic opinion, united in an 
instantaneous and continuing volume 
of protest which has been truly the 
voice of a great and humane coun- 
try. That protest has had additional 
significance in that it spoke not only 
on behalf of Jews but in defense of 
fundamental human rights and in 
growing recognition of the fact that 
the violation of Jewish safety and Jew- 
ish status was an attack upon every 
principle of democracy throughout 
the world. In England also the reac- 
tion of all classes of people has been 
the same. Even those in England who 
either felt or expressed no displeasure 
or shame over the violation of Czecho- 
slovakia and <the other instances of 
power politics in Europe have vigor- 
ously reprobated this last display of 
Nazi kultur. To this extent Jewry has 
had some balm, some soothing al- 
though by no means healing, ointment 
for its wounds. 

Added to these private and personal 
reactions, governmental England has 
made proposals for the amelioration 
of German Jewry's lot which take the 
form of emigration to other lands- 
When we consider that this is the first 
time in twenty centuries of wander- 
ing, expulsion, settlement and reset- 
tlement over the face of the globe that 
a government has sponsored such ac- 
tion on behalf of Jews, we are com- 



pelled in the first instance to feel a 
sense of gratitude. Nevertheless, that 
gratitude properly is for a right re- 
cognized and not for a favor granted ; 
nor does it imply or compel any sur- 
render of the right to weigh, examine, 
consider and ultimately to judge the 
merits of the proposal. While custom 
and adage forbid too close an inspec- 
tion of gifts there is no similar pro- 
hibition concerning an examination of 
the terms of a contract. 

And in truth and in fact, whatever 
may be proposed to the Jewish people 
as a solution for the so-called Jewish 
problem is the basis of a contract. 
This Jewish problem in reality is no 
Jewish problem at all but completely 
non- Jewish in the sense that it is cre- 
ated for Jews by the action of non- 
Jews against Jews. When, therefore, 
non-Jews make offers for Jews to ac- 
cept there is in the contract sense a 
consideration on both sides. The non- 
Jew gives up the historic right or pri- 
vilege which he has enjoyed, of per- 
secuting the Jews. The Jew in return 
gives up, in his new security, the du- 
bious privilege of affecting the econo- 
my and the moral peace of that same 
world in which he has suffered to the 
disquiet and discomfort of the decent 
elements of that world. It may be said 
that this is a strained approach to an 
offer which is unparalleled in the his- 
tory of Jewry. It is strained only, 
however, to those who consciously 
think or sub-consciously believe that 
anything is good enough for the Jews. 
We who agree with Dr. Stephen S. 
Wise that Jews may be wanderers but 
never beggars reserve the right to ex- 
amine even the gesture of a friend on 
the basis of co-equality- 

Prime Minister Chamberlain has 
proposed the resettlement of German 
Jewry in certain of the less densely 
populated areas of the British Em- 
pire — particularly, Tanganyika, Rho- 
desia and British Guiana. All of these 
territories are tropical or sub-tropical 
and in none of them has any develop- 
ment taken place. They have so far 
none of the necessities of civilized liv- 
ing. Tanganyika is a former German 
colony and the Reich has already de- 



manded its return in the customary 
strident tones of Nazi diplomacy. 
Even if there were no other objec- 
tionable features to the proposal, the 
mere inclusion of Tanganyika in the 
list of selected countries would in it- 
self compel serious doubts of the sin- 
cerity of Chamberlain's offer. We 
know that the problem of the German 
Jew is not merely where to put him. 
In a certain sense it is an even greater 
problem how to get him out of Ger- 
many and started on his way to Ulti- 
ma Thule. Not only is German Jewry 
being held for ransom as definitely as 
any victim of a kidnapping snatch; it 
is being so held under an obvious de- 
termination that even the payment of 
ransom shall not completely end the 
suffering of the victim. Mr. Chamber- 
lain is the man who at Berchtesga- 
den and Munich had an opportunity 
to see in operation the furious arro- 
gance of Nazi leaders and he cannot 
plead ignorance of the certain and for- 
tellable effect on the Nazis of offering 
Tanganyika to the Jews. It was ex- 
actly like attempting to pacify a tiger 
by the offer of a fresh victim. 

It may be said that all this is a meta- 
physical consideration and that we 
have no right to determine the good 
or bad faith of the prime minister in 
this manner. Let that be admitted ar- 
guendo- There is at least one definite 
circumstance which both amplifies and 
proves the indictment. Immediately 
following the Nazi outrages the Yis- 
hub in Palestine offered to take into 
Eretz Israel ten thousand German 
Jewish children under the operation 
of the Youth Aliyah and shortly there- 
after the V>aad Leumi proposed to find 
homes and employment for one hun- 
dred thousand adult German Jews. It 
must be obvious that if the British 
Government were really seeking a 
practical outlet for German Jews it 
would take the means immediately at 
hand rather than search about for 
measures which must inevitably post- 
pone the exodus of Jews from Ger- 
many for a long period and in the 
meanwhile leave them to their increas- 
ing misery and degradation. This is so 
self-evident a proposition that it can 
be debated and denied only on the 
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plane of sophistry. Nevertheless, the 
government has summarily rejected 
both proposals on the specious ground 
that to permit such emigration into 
Palestine by Jews would prejudice the 
forthcoming conference with the 
Arabs. The government has thus 
weighed in the balance the incalcul- 
able totality of German Jewry's suf- 
fering, sorrow and horror which is a 
known fact against the intangible and 
nebulous potentialities of a political 
program which may not eventuate. 
For it is even now not accurate to 
speak of the Jewish-Arab-British con- 
ference as anything more than a 
mere possibility. The conference may 
not be held at all; for the cynical re- 
jection of the Youth Aliyah offer has 
already created strong Jewish opinion 
against any participation in the con- 
ference. And even if the conference is 
ultimately held, the present possibili- 
ties at least, for a fruitful result do 
not appear very promising. Parties to 
a conference must meet each other 
under circumstances which allow of 
the creation, if not the existence, of 
a common basis of understanding. The 
treatment by the British of the Youth 
Aliyah offer and the intransigency of 
the Arab leaders very considerably 
negative the possibility of such an un- 
derstanding in advance of the confer- 
ence itself. 

Let us, however, be the convention- 
al "practical person" and examine the 
Tanganyika proposal without intro- 
ducing the perplexing element of 
pride or sentiment. Even so, the plan 
is not and cannot be a feasible one- 
The mere physical difficulties and the 
costs of settling large bodies of urban 
dwellers in the territories offered are 
incalculable. Months must elapse be- 
fore proper surveys can be made to 
mark out the limits of available land. 
Thereafter, forests must be leveled, 
houses built, public sanitation provid- 
ed and all of those measures taken 
which are essential to decent living. 
Years will pass before even the thin- 
nest trickle of emigration can begin 
to flow into these countries. And in 
the meanwhile Jews cannot walk the 
streets of Germany nor Jewish chil- 
dren enter its schools. The destroyed 
and desecrated synagogues cannot be 
rebuilt. The concentration camps are 
daily being increased in size and re- 
plenished with inmates. Daily the in- 
genuity of German anti-Semitism be- 
comes sharper and more refined and 
more detailed in method and practice 



— and Mr. Chamberlain offers us not 
a release but a panacea ! There is land 
and freedom and dignity and hope in 
Palestine — but these Mr. Chamberlain 
finds unavailable and unusable. Either 
the man is a cynic beyond hope or he 
is so palsied with fright over the pri- 
vileges of his own Tory class that he 
cannot see beyond the covers of 
Burke's peerage and into the homes 
and hearts of Germany's Jews. 

On the basis of these physical fac- 
tors it is possible for Jews to feel 
less than gratitude toward Mr- Cham- 
berlain. Nay, more, it is even possible 
for Jews to feel a considerable scorn 
for Chamberlain's pettifogging. It is 
not impossible in fact, or improper (in 
the light of the wounds of the ten 
thousand children whom the Chamber- 
lain government is keeping out of 
Palestine) to contemplate Mr. Cham- 
berlain as a modern Herod. Infants 
can be massacred spiritually as com- 
pletely and effectively as they can be 
destroyed physically. Unpleasant as 
it is to say and to think, Mr. Cham- 
berlain has managed to increase those 
decorations and symbols of evil 
knighthood which he achieved in 
Czechoslovakia three months ago. 

Nor are these the only counts in the 
indictment. Chamberlain has done 
something to the Jewish soul which 
even the Nazis in five years were un- 
able to do. Jewish suffering in Ger- 
many has followed the immemorial 
pattern of Jewish history. But Jewish 
reaction there has spiritually been 
equal to the test. There is an indes- 
tructable residuum of hope and faith 
in the Jewish people which has always 
enabled it to bear its scars proudly. 
Sufferance has been the badge of our 
tribe, but even that yellow badge has 
glowed brightly because of the spirit- 
ual reactions of the Jewish people to 
its worldly shame. That attitude which 
can offer us Tanganyika is a bad one 
in itself; but it is infinitely worse in 
that it has been able to persuade many 
Jews to be ready to accept Tanganyika, 
not for themselves in the lands of their 
own security, but for their breth- 
ren in Germany. We know of many 
groups, both in America and in Eng- 
land, occupying high places in these 
countries, who have grasped eagerly 
at Tanganyika and all that it implies 
as a solution to the Jewish problem. 
We also know that at the recent meet- 
ing of the Actions Committee in Lon- 
don these people were persuaded only 
with great difficulty to include Pales- 
tine with Tanganyika among the 



places which they mentioned as a pos- 
sibility of refuge for Jews. Mind, 
they did not speak of Palestine in its 
true sense as a home for the Jewish 
people, but only as one more place of 
refuge ! Therefore, these Jews have 
pro tan to stamped their people as a 
refugee people and they even have un- 
consciously accepted for them the sta- 
tus of a second class element among 
mankind. Tanganyika with al! its lim- 
itations and all its drawbacks — and all 
its implications — is something for 
which Jews are grateful! And yet no 
decent self-respecting race or creed or 
class can really be grateful for the 
leavings of an imperial policy. And 
even if we should admit that this is 
too severe a judgment, nevertheless, 
it cannot be denied that so far as 
these Jews are concerned, they have 
certainly drawn a line of demarcation 
between themselves and their German 
brother, on one side of which they 
stand as superiors and on the other 
side of which they place him as an in- 
ferior. That superiority is, of course, 
one of fortune and fate only; and 
it is deplorable, to say the least, that 
there can be Jews with so obtuse a 
mentality that they are unable to eval- 
uate correctly the real nature of such 
differences. It is putting it very mild- 
ly indeed, to say that it is deplorable 
that these Jews cannot understand that 
the only practicable and decent solu- 
tion for an immediate problem must 
be found within the historic back- 
ground and ultimate destiny of the 
Jewish people. 

Now, more than ever before, we 
must insist on the thesis that only in 
Palestine lies the cure for the evils 
which create the so-called Jewish pro- 
blem. We cannot in this place, of 
course, give adequate discussion to a 
problem which encompasses the out- 
lines of the earth and has lasted 
through a great portion of recorded 
history. It must suffice to say that 
probably the major reason for anti- 
Semitism lies in the defenselessness of 
Jews as a landless people. There is 
something in human nature which 
makes it distrust the strange and the 
different and which at the same time 
forces its lower elements to persecute 
those who are strange and different. 
Wherein lies the difference of the 
Jew? An all-inclusive answer which 
comprehends many factors, spiritual, 
moral and physical is that unlike 
every other people in the world he has 
no place of his own. He always comes 
(Continued on page 21) 
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THE REMARKABLE MAN WHO WAS 
SOLOMON SCHECHTER 



By DR. ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 



HAPPY and fortunate is he who 
was privileged to have known 
personally the sainted Professor 
Solomon Schechter. If you once saw 
him, you could never forget him. As 
the author of this fine biography says: 
"It is difficult to describe the living 
Solomon Schechter. The librarian of 
Cambridge University Library wrote 
that nothing could give a sufficient no- 
tion of him to a person who never saw 
him." 

It was his unique personality, even 
more than his scholarly attainments, 
great as they were, that made Schech- 
ter the outstanding figure in American 
Jewish life, "Physically he was like a 
rock, massive and all of a piece. . . . 
He had a leonine head crowned with 
a shock of shaggy auburn hair, a shag- 
gy auburn beard, flashing blue eyes 
which looked straight and piercingly 
and possessed magnetic power, broad 
shoulders, and beautifully chiseled 
hands." When he entered any society, 
he instantly dominated it by his vivid 
and brilliant personality. As the au- 
thor puts it: "The French saying that 
every man of learning is more or less 
a corpse was essentially untrue of 
him." 

In this interestingly-written bio- 
graphy, Professor Bentnich traces the 
childhood and early life of Schechter 
in his native Roumanian village, his 
studies in the various Yeshivoth, and 
then his search for wider fields of 
studies in the universities of Vienna 
and Berlin. In Vienna he studied, in 
the Beth Hamedrash, under the guid- 
ance of three outstanding Jewish scho- 
lars, Isaac Hirsh Weiss, Meir Fried- 
mann and Adolph Jellinek, all of whom 
deeply influenced this Ihii, or prodigy, 
whom they learned to love. In Berlin 
he became the pupil of Moritz Stein- 
schneider, the greatest Jewish biblio- 
grapher of the time, and many other 
great masters of Jewish learning. 

We follow his career in England, 
where he goes first as the tutor of the 
late Claude Montefiore, and finally as 
Reader of Rabbinics at Cambridge 
University. When Montefiore, who 



*Solonion Schechter — a Biography, by 
Norman Bentnich. The Jewish Pub- 
lication Society, Phila., 1938. 



studied at the Hochschule in Berlin 
together with Schechter, had to return 
to his native England, he was advised 
by the scholar Frankl "that if he would 
take Schechter he would have with 
him the Hochschule and the Univer- 
sity." 

His arrival in England was instantly 
felt by the intellectuals of the com- 
munity. He burst upon the group "like 
an explosion bomb, or like a blazing 
comet in an intellectual sky." The rea- 
der will find a fascinating account of 
hi|s r<i'a$ons|hip with, ( and influence 
upon, such men as Israel Zangwill, 
Joseph Jacobs and a host of other dis- 
tinguished British writers and scholars. 
How this Rumanian Yeshivah bachur, 
who came to England in his early 
thirties, mastered the English language 
to such an extent that his style was 
likened to Ruskin's and Carlyle's, how 
he won the friendship and the esteem 
of the outstanding philosophers, scien- 
tists and historians teaching at Cam- 
bridge, is described for us in a style 
that fascinates the reader. And then 
we read of his discovery, miracle-like, 
of the Genizah at Cairo, a discovery 
which revolutionized the entire science 
of Judaism, which opened up rich hid- 
den treasures in every field of Jewish 
studies. 

And finally we read of his coming 
to America, in 1902, when he was call- 
ed by the great Jews of that day, 
Judge Mayer Sulzberger, Dr. Solomon 
Solis Cohen and Louis Marshall, to 
become the head of the reorganiza- 
tion Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America. It is a story that must be 
read in detail and cannot be summar- 
ized in a brief review. It forms one of 
the most interesting chapters in the his- 
tory and development of Jewish life 
in America which no serious student 
can afford to miss. His coming to Am- 
erica marks an historic milestone in 
American Jewish life, the influence of 
which is still felt. The famous physi- 
cian and poet, Dr. Solomon Solis Co- 
hen saw in his arrival the counterpart 
of the coming of Rabbi Moses ben 
Enoch from Babylon to Sp^iin one 
thousand years earlier, to carry the 
torch of Jewish learning from a coun- 



try of decline in the East to a new 
promised land in the West. Mention 
was made of his remarkable English 
style- Even when he wrote on tech- 
nical subjects, the writing was that of 
a master stylist. When he published 
his "Aspects of Rabbinic Theology," 
one writer remarked ,that, "while 
some rabbis make of current novels 
their theology, Schechter had the fac- 
ulty of making rabbinical theology as 
interesting as a novel." 

Strange, but all through his many 
years of life in Vienna and Berlin, 
and later during the happy period in 
Cambridge, he had a deep-rooted long- 
ing for America. In his childhood days 
in Roumania one of the heroes of his 
heart was Abraham Lincoln. It seem- 
ed as if he had a mystic feeling that 
his destiny was to be bound up with 
this land of liberty and democracy. 
Nine 3»ears before he came to* the 
United States, he wrote to Dr. Alex- 
ander Kohut, the great rabbi and scho- 
lar, who was then interested in the 
old Seminary: "What is your College 
doing? America must be a place of 
Torah, because the future of Judaism 
is across the seas. You must make 
something great out of your Institu- 
tion if the Torah and wisdom are to 
remain among us. Everything is at a 
standstill in Germany; England has 
too few Jews to exercise any real in- 
fluence. What will happen to Jewish 
learning if America remains indiffer- 
ent ?" 

How the Seminary took on new life 
under his leadership, how it became 
the center and rallying point of Jewish 
scholarship, how Schechter became 
identified with the Zionist movement, 
his founding of the United Synag- 
ogue, his influence both upon the Re- 
form and the old fashioned Orthodox 
groups, and above all his direct in- 
fluence upon the promotion of Jewish 
learning,— all these and much morte 
are told to us by a writer who knew 
Schechter well, and who had at his 
disposal his private correspondence 
and other material, which reveal much 
that was unknown except to Schech- 
ter's most intimate co-workers. 
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But it is the chapter on Schechter, 
the Man, that is most illuminating and 
most fascinating. He possessed an al- 
most uncanny power of observation, 
penetrating the very heart of individ- 
uals or events. It is interesting to note 
that almost sixty years ago, this Rou- 
manian immigrant coming to fash- 
ionable and cultured Berlin was able 
to sense the brutal savagery of anti- 
Semitic students and teachers. They 
impressed him as "caps and gowns 
covering naked savages." It is in Ger- 
many that he discovered the "Higher 
Criticism" of the Bible, which he so 
aptly characterized as the "Higher 
Anti-Semitism." "God punished the 
Bible by delivering it into the hands 
of the Germans," was another of his 
striking phrases- 
After the fall of Louvain and the 
destruction of its library during the 
World War, he said to his son: "My 
next book shall be by Professor But- 
cher (the English equivalent of 
Schechter, which was not, indeed, Ger- 
man, but was German-sounding). I 
won't have them think that I belong 
to this people of barbarians." 

In fact it was his bon-mots, his cle- 
ver repartee, that best reveal the bril- 
liant flashes of his mind. It is a pity 
that he had no Boswell to record his 
daily sayings. 

The extreme Reformers, who wanted 
more and more to de-Judaize the Syn- 
agogue, he characterized as "our am- 
ateur Christians." To a student who 
showed greater proficiency in elocu- 
tion than in study, he said "the vocal 
organs were not meant to cover up 
ignorance." "It is impossible to argue 
with transcendental ignorance," was 
his retort to a would be intellectual. 

Of another, who paraded know- 
ledge though he knew little, he spoke 
as one who possessed "the encyclo- 
pedic ignorance of the highly unedu- 
cated." After an explosion of temper, 
which was not unusual, he would say, 
"I beg my pardon," and be as gentle 
as a lamb. On one occasion, when a 
lady in a drawing-room asked him 
his ideas on the immortality of the 
soul, he replied : "You cannot dance 
on one leg, and discuss immortality 
on the other." 

His wit, like his repartee, was quick, 
brilliant and capable of disarming an 
opponent. He attended a meeting once 
Jn the vestry-room of Temple Emanuel 
in New York, where smoking was 
prohibited. Schechter, who was an in- 
veterate smoker, disregarded the pro- 



hibition and when his attention was 
drawn to the notice he replied: "This 
is not the first time that the law of 
Sinai has been broken in Temple Em- 
anuel." 

When he spoke at the inauguration 
of the new buildings of the Hebrew 
Union College at Cincinnati, the in- 
stitution representing Reform Jewry, 
one of his former students, who had 
gone over to the reform camp, said to 
him: "Is Saul also among the proph- 
ets ?" "Hush," he replied, "I am look- 
ing for my father's asses." To a re- 
form rabbi who declined a cigar be- 
cause he did not smoke, he said : "Then 
what do you do on the Sabbath?" 
One of the cleverest and truest sallies 
was: "Semitics do not pay; anti-Sem- 
itics do!" 

It is hardly possible to repeat here 
all the flashes of brilliance quoted by 
his biographer, though sufficient is 
given here to show the human side of 
this interesting and gifted personality. 

He knew how to evaluate people 
and appreciate talents and abilities of 
those who truly possessed them. More 
than thirty years ago, he recognized 
the unique gifts of that greatest of all 
Jewish women of to-day, Henrietta 
Szold, with whom he maintained an 

The First Installment 

DR. Michael Higger, who is known 
so well to many in our Center 
because of his connection with our In- 
stitute of Jewish Studies for Adults, 
has recently published a new work in 
the field of Talmudic literature which 
will undoubtedly win for him the 
praises of all lovers of Rabbinic lore. 

Dr. Higger has already done much 
to enrich the field of Jewish scholar- 
ship. He has given us a number of 
fine editions of the Masechtot Ket- 
anot, the smaller tractates of the Tal- 
mud, which are to-day the standard 
critical editions of these texts. 

His new work, is called "Ozer Hab- 
raithot," and is the first volume of 
what will eventually be a set of about 
fifteen volumes, containing a collec- 
tion and classification of all the Ber- 
aithot that are found in the Babylon- 
ian and in the Jerusalem Talmud from 
some Rabbinic work that existed dur- 
ing <the early Talmudic period, but 
which has since disappeared. Such a 
passage quoted from those lost collec- 
tions, as well as from early Tannaitic 
works which still exist, as the Tosephta, 
Mechilta, Siphra and Siphre, was 



abiding friendship from the time of 
his first arrival in America- "She has 
a conscience, she has style, she has a 
soul," — he said of her. 

Harvard University conferred upon 
him in 1911, the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Letters. It was the first oc- 
casion on which a Jewish scholar was 
thus honored by this great university 
for his achievements in Jewish scholar- 
ship. In conferring the degree, he was 
described as "expounder of his people's 
ancient law, the discoverer of lost re- 
cords, tireless in amassing, and gen- 
erous in sharing his vast knowledge, 
his vast store of knowledge." Not one 
word of exaggeration is to be found 
in this citation. No truer evaluation 
of his genius and greatness could be 
given. To quote the words of the au- 
thor: "Schechter, above all men of 
his Jewish generation, was the em- 
blem of the fusion of the old Israel 
and new Israel, of the old and the new 
world of Jewry." 

It is to the credit of Professor Bent- 
nich, that he has brought back to life 
this great, unique figure of modern 
Jewish history, so that we may all the 
more appreciate his deathless contrib- 
ution to Jewish life. 

Of A Notable Work 

termed a Beraitha, meaning an extran- 
eous Mishnah, This term was used to 
distinguish those passages — given a 
subordinate position — from passages 
in our Mishnah, that is, the authorized 
Mishnah of Rabbi Jehudah Hanasi. 
The Beraithot are often found to be 
conflicting with each other or with 
our authorized Mishnah, and in such 
a case the Talmud usually displays 
great ingenuity and subtlety in the at- 
tempt to reconcile them. 

To appreciate the immensity of the 
task to which Dr- Higger now dedic- 
ates himself, it is sufficient to note 
that there are about 18,000 of such 
quotations in the two Talmuds. He 
has already devoted five years of pa- 
tient labor to this work. He has ex- 
amined the Talmudic manuscripts and 
has found, for example, in the Munich 
manuscript about two hundred Ber- 
aithot which are not found at all in 
the printed editions both of the Jer- 
usalem or of the Babylonian Talmud. 

The work is valuable not only be- 
cause of the systemmatic classification 
of all these passages and the critical 
{Continued on page 23) 
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A DRAMA OF DEMOCRACY 



TO every lover of democracy Rob- 
ert E. Sherwood's Abraham Lin- 
coln in Illinois is a drama of the 
utmost social significance. It is one 
of the outstanding plays the Ameri- 
can theatre has produced, certainly 
the most significant of our historical 
dramas. 

An overabundance of plays of the 
historical genre have appeared, but 
these, strangely enough, have shown 
more concern with the piquant side of 
the biographies of English _ queens 
rather than the rich, democratic tradi- 
tions of American history. We have 
had, for example, a number of his- 
torical dramas concerned with the in- 
trigues of Queen Elizabeth. Quite 
true it is that the personal life of this 
ruler, rather ostentatiously labeled the 
"Virgin Queen" by the English his- 
torians, presents some lurid aspects 
that offer a profitable subject to the 
playwright. 

The American dramatist, sensing 
the grave concern of the American 
people for the threat that Nazism and 
Fascism present to American demo- 
cracy, realizes more and more that 
his native audience demands historical 
plays more germane to his life than 
the Queen Elizabeth type — plays 
which will lucidly reveal the democra- 
tic, liberal heritage of the American. 
This and this alone explains the sud- 
den emergence in the current season 
of three plays devoted to Abraham 
Lincoln — the Federal Theatre's pro- 
duction Prologue to Glory, Paul Hor- 
gan's Follow Me Ever, and Robert 
Sherwood's play- This reason also 
provides the why and the wherefore 
of Elmer Rice's American Landscape, 
the essence of which is an evocation 
from the past of the spirit of Amer- 
ican democracy. We can expect that 
to whatever degree the Totalitarian 
States strive to inject the poison of 
their anti-democratic doctrines into 
our Democracy, to an ever-accelerat- 
ing degree will the American dramat- 
ist develop an anti-toxin in the form 
of a didactic theatre devoted to the 
elaboration of the American principles 
of liberty and freedom. 

Only from this viewpoint can one 
understand the real motivation inspir- 
ing Sherwood's play. Of course, Sher- 
wood has given us a composite pic- 
ture of the personal life of Lincoln 



By JACOB KAPLAN 



in this play. We are shown a Lin- 
coln who in early years was somewhat 
of an unbalanced, semi-mystical char- 
acter who developed a fear of death 
which became a veritable psychosis. 
When Anne Rutledge, Lincoln's 
youthful sweetheart dies, only the in- 
tervention of his friend, Bowling 
Green prevents Abe from committing 
suicide. Lincoln's life with Mary Todd 
is portrayed as a stormy one. She is 
rev</iled as having plagued Lindoln 
with her shrewishness and inspired 
him at the same time to stiffen his 
somewhat vacillating personality and 
will, driving him on toward great- 
ness. 

This personal portrait, however, is 
of doubtful value. The real value of 
the play lies in the treatment that it 
gives us of the development of Lin- 
coln's democratic credo. There is but 
little augury of the great humanitarian 
in the inception of his career as a 
public figure when he runs for the 
legislature on a conservative ticket in 
opposition to Andrew Jackson's lib- 
eral platform. Nor do we find Abe 
improving much on his somewhat re- 
actionary position a decade later, in 
1840, when he is a well-established at- 
torney in Springfield, Illinois. When 
Herndon, his abolitionist law clerk, 
beseeches him to interest himself in 
the question of slavery Lincoln says : 
"I will have nothing to do with these 
Abolitionist agitators — these men 
threaten society and the unity of this 
country." Subsequently, he refuses to 
run for Congress on the grounds that 
it would necessitate a distasteful im- 
mersion in the troublesome problems 
of slavery. "I'm not a fighting man," 
says Abe. Thus was the early period 
of the life of the man known to our 
history as "The Great Emancipator-" 

The turning point in Lincoln's life 
comes when wanderlust spirits him to 
the scene of his boyhood prairie home 
after Green's death. Here he meets 
Seth, a boyhood companion, who had 
migrated to the West. Seth imparts to 
Lincoln the great resolve of the West 
to keep the United States free and 
democratic even if it is essential that 
the North secede from the slave-hold- 
ing South and join with Canada. Now 



for the first time Lincoln clearly re- 
alizes his destiny — to go back into 
public life and restore and rededicate 
the United States to its original ideals 
of freedom and equality. 

The play from this instance be- 
comes a crescendo of Lincoln's rise to 
a higher and higher liberalism. We 
see him thundering against Stephen 
Douglas in the famous debates — "This 
country cannot permanently endure 
half -slave and half -free." Most 
solemn is he when he ascends to the 
Presidency in the shadow of seces- 
sion. "We realize," says he, at this 
point, the end of the play, "that de- 
mocracy faces a most critical period. 
But no matter what happens, demo- 
cracy will not pass away." 

The play is without question the 
most passionate and lyrical restate- 
ment of the spirit of American Dem- 
ocracy that we have in many a year. 
Thirty years ago such a work would 
not have been written. Now when 
the ogre of Nazism threatens to de- 
vour the entire world the play be- 
comes especially significant to every 
liberal-minded individual, and to the 
Jewish people. No doubt exists in any 
spectator's mind that Sherwood is 
speaking pointedly to his contempor- 
aries when he has Lincoln deliver his 
rebuttal at the beginning of the third 
act in a speech which is the salient 
one of the play. After castigating the 
tyrannical principle that prompts one 
race of man to be unjust or oppres- 
sive to another race, Lincoln says: 

"As a nation we began by declar- 
ing 'all men are created equal.' There 
was no mention of any exception to 
this rule in the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. But we now practically 
read it 'all men are created equal ex- 
cept Negroes.' If we accept this doc- 
trine of race or class discrimination, 
what is to stop us from decreeing in 
the future that 'all men are created 
equal except Negroes, foreigners, 
Catholics, Jews, or the poor people'-" 

Here is part of a great soliloquy, 
as apropos in our own day as were 
Hamlet's and Macbeth's reflections on 
life and death in Shakespeare's day, 
{Continued on page 23) 
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WORLD OPINION 



A SURVEY OF INTERNATIONAL PUBLICATIONS 



IN BUCHENWALD CONCEN- 
TRATION CAMP— A 
PRISONER'S OWN STORY 

Retold by "Cinna" in the Lon- 
don "Time & Tide" 

(The Voice that Cinna relays 
is that of a released prisoner 
from Buchenwald Concentration 
Camp. There have been references to 
this Camp in the "News Chronicle" 
and the "Manchester Guardian," but 
we believe that this is the first account 
by an actual prisoner. It will be ap- 
preciated that we cannot give his 
name, for obvious reasons, but we are 
in possession of all the facts of his 
case and are confident tlvat his inform- 
ation is absolutely reliable.) 

THERE was something uncanny 
about the man when I saw him 
again; it must have been his head. He 
used to have wavy hair, nicely kept. 
Now it was just a week's crop thinly 
veiling a nasty bump on his skull. 
That's where a Storm-Trooper's boot 
gave him the farewell kick in Buchen- 
wald Concentration Camp, in the very 
centre of the Third Reich, six miles 
from Weimar, the town of Goethe and 
the late German Constitution. This 

is the story he told: 

* * * 

Buchenwald Camp, in its second 
year now, is to be the Third Reich's 
biggest when completed. Its present 
8,000 inmates are forced to work a 
thirteen-hour day, Sundays included, 
to complete accomodation for 20,000 
prisoners in wooden huts and for 
10,000 Storm Troop Guards in stone 
buildings. At present, there are 4,000 
guards almose exclusively of the "S.S. 
Standarte Thuringen," but wearing 
not the customary black of Hitler's 
own bodyguard, but a special grey uni- 
form with black lapels. 

The Camp is surrounded by barbed 
wire, electrified after dark; there are 
as well several machine gun towers 
and, during the day, armed sentries 
every twenty yards. The prisoners are 
grouped in companies of roughly five 
hundred. Their bunks are generally 
three on top of each other. They used 
to have three to five wash-basins for 
500 men; latterly the average has im- 
proved to twelve. Blankets are now 



provided. Conditons were worse last 
winter, when out of (then) 2,500 in- 
mates, 1,000 had limbs frozen. 

Besides the recent influx of 1,200 
odd Jews there are 6,500 "Perman- 
ents" classified "Political," "Profes- 
sional," "Work-shy" (about 2,000 
each) and "Bible Society" (500) . "Pol- 
itical" is self-explanatory, but the 
other classifications require comment: 
"Professional" (Beruf sever brecher) 
stands for ex-convicts not allowed at 
large, although they have served their 
prison sentence. The group includes 
many who have served trifling sen- 
tences for minor offences, decades ago. 
"Work-shy" (Arbeitsscheue) is the 
category mostly comprising tramps, 
etc., picked up in the streets, but also 
many decent workers who have re- 
fused forced assignments such as 
fortification labor which would take 
them away from their homes and fa- 
milies. The Bibleforscher are Chris- 
tian Scientists and others of the "con- 
scientious objector" type. Almost to 
a man, they are in camp because they 
have ostentatiously refused to say 
Heil, Hitler. They refuse to say it 
even now, although the favorite 
game of S.S. Guards (boys of twenty 
mostly) is to address them with a 
Heil, Hitler and kick them when they 
fail to answer. They 'are recogniz- 
able by large purple triangles sewn 
on to their coats. "Politicals" have 
red triangles, "Professionals" green 
ones and "Work-shy" black ones. 

The Jews gave a special problem to 
the authorities' orderly Teutonic mind. 
The orders were that they should be 
classified in one of the existing four 
categories, and that they should get 
a special yellow triangle placed upside 
over the other one, so as to form a 
"David's cross." But what color for 
the basic triangle? Hardly any case 
would be fitted by green or red, let 
alone purple. So most of them were 
simply given the black of the "work- 
shy," although there are a great many 
prominent doctors, lawyers and mer- 
chants among them. They all came in 
with the big "drive" of June 13th and 
14th. There were two special trains 
from Benlin, one from Silesia and 
one from the west. At the Camp they 



were organized in special Jew Com- 
panies. They meet the others at work 
and roll call; but none of the Aryan 
prisoners lodge with them, with one 
exception : a Storm Trooper who, in 
the course of the triumphant march in- 
to Vienna, was caught "committing 
race-defilement" with a Jewish pros- 
titute. By way of a special punishment 
he has been put with the Jew Company, 
but by way of a special favor he has 
been appointed "foreman" with pun- 
itory privileges; he is more brutal 
than even the most fiendish of his un- 
polluted comrades on the other side 
of the fence. 



The special position of the Jews in 
Buchenwald can be gauged from the 
impossibility of classifying them; the 
only reason for their being there is to 
put the fear of God in them and force 
them and their kin to emigrate post- 
haste, leaving all their property be- 
hind to swell the new special Goering 
fund. The authorities do not in the 
least try to disguise the motive. Whilst 
normally prisoners in Buchenwald are 
allowed two letterfs a month, Jews 
can write as many as they please to 
relations and lawyers, provided these 
letters deal exclusively with arrange- 
ments to speed-up emigration. They 
are actually encouraged to write such 
letters. The Commandant of Buchen- 
wald, Standarte fiihrer Koch, on June 
15th, addressed his newly arrived 
batch of Jews: "You swine have had 
five years to emigrate and failed to do 
so! Just you watch us ginger you up 
a bit here!" 

The majority of the older prisoners 
(there are a few over seventy and sev- 
eral over sixty in Buchenwald) can- 
not possibly survive the treatment. Ac- 
cording to evidence from two men as- 
signed to cart away corpses, some 120 
of the Buchenwald jews perished with- 
in six weeks after June 15th. Forty 
have been officially admitted by au- 
thorities for about half of that period. 
Almost every day, one or the other of 
the older men drops dead at roll-call, 
which entails standing anything from 
one to three hours after work. Some 
have run berserk, many commit sui- 
cide, the simplest form being to run 
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against the electric wire at night, or 
during the day to break the rule which 
forbids approaching to within six feet 
of the sentries, on penalty of instant 
death. 

The Jews receive only half rations 
of food because, during the first days, 
it was observed that some of the old- 
er Jews unable to eat were giving 
away part of their rations. The rout- 
ine of the day is the same for all pris- 
oners with no change on Sundays: 
Reveille at 3 :30 a.m. Roll-call between 
4 and 4:30, generally lasting more 
than an hour. March out to work at 
6. All prisoners, at present, do build- 
ing work, felling trees, carting wood 
and stones, digging excavations, etc. 
They are under constant surveillance 
of guards and foremen (fellow-pris- 
oners picked for their brutality). 
Work from 6 to 12. Interval from 12- 
12:30 (permission to smoke.) Work 
from 12 :30 to 4. From 4 to 6 or later : 
Roll-call. After that, food is handed 
out and then, if still time, work goes 
on till 8. The warm evening meal con- 
sists of about one pint of stew. One 
and a half pounds of bread and about 
one and a half ounces of margarine 
and a herring or a bit of sausage are 
handed out at night. All this, the pris- 
oner must make do for the forthcom- 
ing workday, because he will get noth- 
ing till next night, except a mug of 
coffee in the morning. Prisoners are 
allowed to draw up to thirty marks 
per month of their own money to buy 
cigarettes and supplementary food. 
They are not allowed parcels, and they 
often have to line up for hours sev- 
eral times before they get their money. 
This they mostly do in their scanty 
free time after 8. Lights out at 9:30. 

Any, real or alleged, breach of dis- 
cipline — such as smoking or eating or 
other laxity during work — is severe- 
ly punished, usually by birching in 
public : anything from 15 to 20 strokes, 
sometimes in several bi-weekly instal- 
ments. Another common form of pun- 
ishment is to have to stand up for so 
many hours tied to a tree. Most dread- 
ed of all is what prisoners call "bunk- 
er" : solitary arrest in a small cell, 
darkened for 23 hours of the day, 
with warm food every fifth day only. 
Any severe breach of discipline, such 
as grave insubordination is punished 
by instant death. 

Once, last March, two Buchenwald 
prisoners, Foster and Bagatzki, man- 
aged to escape after slaying their 
guards at work with a spade. Foster 



got across the frontier and is now safe- 
Bagatski was recaptured and sentenced 
to death. So far, newspaper read- 
ers may remember the case. What 
never got into the papers is how Bag- 
atzki's sentence was carried out. He 
was not beheaded (according to Goer- 
ing, "the good old German method") 
he was hanged. He was strung up in 
Buchenwald Camp, at roll call, for 
prisoners to see. This happened just 
before Whitsun, and the body was 
kept on view, all through Whit-Sun- 
day and Monday. The gallows, espec- 
ially erected, is still there. 

* * * 

I would like to end in a human note : 
sometime in July one of the S.S. 
guards happened to find a wounded 
fawn in the forest and brought her in- 
to camp. All the other officers and guards 
took care of the little animbl and 
helped to nurse it back to health, even 
now it is a touching sight to see grim 
Standartenfiihrer Koch and Ober- 
fiihrer Rodel and Oberscharfuhrer 
Hartmann fondling the little thing 
with infinite care. 



IMMIGRANTS AND 
MONEY 

The New York Daily News Ad- 
vocates Liberalization of Immi- 
gration Laws on Economic 
Grounds. 

An Editorial 
in The News 

THE other day, in an editorial sug- 
gesting that it might be wise to 
reconsider our postwar crackdown on 
European immigration, we promised 
to devote another editorial sometime 
soon to the question of where these 
newcomers would get the money to 
buy the things they needed after they 
got here. 

Anybody who dogmatizes on this 
subject of immigration is foolish, we 
think. We have no wish to be dog- 
matic in suggesting that what this 
country needs is more domestic con- 
sumers for its almost yearly overpro- 
duction of foodstuffs, and that if we 
could bring in those consumers we 
might ease off a multitude of stresses 
and strains now tormenting our econ- 
omy. 

We object, therefore, to the dog- 
matism of those who dismiss the 
whole matter as disclosed by the Im- 
migration Act of 1924 and the quota 
laws of 1929. Those people have not 
necessarily invulnerable knowledge on 
the subject. 



Here's one illustration of what we 
mean. We don't know, because there is 
no continuous unemployment census 
as there ought to be, but there are 
thought to be about 10,000,000 work- 
ers out of private-industry work now, 
meaning about 30,000,000 people de- 
pendent on work or home relief — or 
relatives. Suppose those 30,000,000 peo- 
ple were somehow eliminated, by mass 
migration or otherwise. 

Do the opponents of increased im- 
migration (the American Legion, for 
one) suppose that this would solve 
our economic troubles? We can't see 
that it would. Indeed, we think things 
would be worse. 

Our 30,000,000 people disconnected 
with private-industry payrolls are 
nevertheless eating food, wearing 
clothes and consuming fuel. Our pro- 
ductive apparatus is geared to pro- 
vide for 30,000,000 people, and then 
some. Our farms are similarly adjust- 
ed. 

If we should cut our population to 
100,000,000, it seems obvious that the 
gluts from which we often suffer 
would become overwhelming; that the 
remaining 100,000,000 of us would be 
smothered economically and financially. 

May it not be just possible, then, 
that if we could step up our population 
to 145,000,000 or 150,000,000 a lot of 
our other economic burdens would be 
eliminated along with those surpluses? 

We aren't arguing that we should 
try to increase our population by 10% 
— 13,000,000 — all at once, or in a year, 
or in two years, by throwing down all 
the bars and subsidizing immigrants 
in million batches. The largest number 
that ever came in in one year under 
the old loose immigration laws was 
1,285,000, in 1907. That would be a 
good maximum for these times, we 
should think. Present maximum under 
the quota laws is 153,900. 

And if each incoming alien were re- 
quired to bring dn some cajshj — say 
$200 or $300— so much the better. 

As to the question of where the 
money is coming from — it is axiomatic 
that new demands make new business 
and new jobs. 

If we let those people in, they will 
have to eat food and wear out clothes 
and burn up fuel and live in houses. 
Those necessaries will find their way 
to those people somehow, we believe; 
and money will circulate and new 
wealth be created. 

They will have to have newspapers 
in their own languages, night schools 
to teach them English ; churches, thea- 
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tres and sports arenas to go to ; cars, 
after a while, to ride around in, and 
roads to ride on. 

This country isn't built up yet. There 
is plenty more work to be done in it ; 
plenty of improvements to be made. 

We made great strides in the de- 
cades of unrestricted immigration, be- 
cause we were forced to do so by the 
remorseless pressure of those human 
tides coming in from Europe. We slow- 
ed down when we cut down those tides. 

Our belief is that it would happen 
again, to the great benefit of the coun- 
try, if we were to revise our immigra- 
tion laws once more. Certainly it is a 
matter for calm debate and serious 
examination; not one for dogmatic 
fingerpointing and shouting-down on 
either side. 

In order to make this or any other 
immigration policy stick, we must 
always have the best Navy in the 
world. 



HOW PERSECUTION HAS 
AFFECTED JEWISH 
EDUCATION 

Front an article by Leon Fram, 
Rabbi of Temple Beth-El, 
Detroit, in "Religious Education" 

OW is religious education affected 
by social catastrophe ? 
Before the World War, Orthodox 
schools were concerned mainly with 
transmitting to the children a knowl- 
edge of the Hebrew classics — the 
Bible and the Talmud. Reform con- 
gregations were concerned mainly with 
instilling into the children the generally 
accepted human virtues. The World 
War as such might have made no dif- 
ference in this education atmosphere. 
If Jews had merely shared in the gen- 
eral poverty and suffering attendant 
upon the war, no critical change might 
have taken place in the Jewish educa- 
tional field. Since, however, as a result 
of the psychic abberations produced 
by the war the Jewish people became 
a special object of attack and a sel- 
ected scapegoat for the suffering of 
mankind, the important shift in educa- 
tional emphasis which we have report- 
ed above took place. This emphasis 
is in the direction of unity and vital- 
ity. Every possible bond of unity which 
joins one Jew to another across space, 
and joins every Jew to his people 
across time is being revived and rein- 
forced. 



Among these bonds of unity are the 
Jewish faith in one God, the Hebrew 
language, Jewish ritual, symbol, cus- 
tom, ceremonial and folk-lore, the re- 
cord of Jewish history, the classics of 
Jewish literature, and the cultural by- 
products of these in the form of art 
and song, and the creations of con- 
temporary Jewish literary genius. 
While in some schools the Hebrew 
language is very intensively taught, 
very few educators even dream of the 
use of the Hebrew language as a med- 
ium of daily life, except in Palestine 
and in those eastern European coun- 
tries where Jews have cultural auton- 
omy. It is felt, neverthless, that lang- 
uage exercises an almost magic power 
over sentiment and that a Jew who has 
had even a superficial introduction to 
the Hebrew language is capable of 
feeling a deeper sense of identification 
with his people than a Jew to whom 
Hebrew is unknown. Therefore, even 
if Hebrew is taught only a half hour 
a week and all that is accomplished is 
that the language on the Prayer Book 
page is made to look familiar rather 
than foreign, something has been 
achieved for Jewish survival. Similarly, 
while there is a renewed enthusiasm 
for symbol and ritual on the part of 
Reform Jews, this by no means indi- 
cates a retrogession from Liberalism 
to Orthodoxy. It indicates only the 
will to re-examine the Jewish heritage 
and to rediscover those gems of beauty 
within it which had been neglected or 
discarded. 

Orthodox Jews to whom the inten- 
sive study of the Hebrew language and 
the observance of the rituals is nothing 
new, have taken these disciplines out 
of the field of habit and routine and 
are disposed to give them a more im- 
mediate vital signficance. 

It is true of many of the precious 
things in life (that people do not be- 
gin to appreciate them until they are 
on the verge of losing them. It is said 
that Germans of the evangelical per- 
suasion used to see very little of their 
churches until Hitler made his at- 
tempt at seizure of the church organ- 
ization. Then Germans were swept 
with a new wave of piety and devo- 
tion and began to overcrowd their 
churches. 

Similarly, Jewish men and women, 
their very existence threatened and 
their heritage as Jews reviled, have 
been swept by a wave of supreme love 
for all the things which Jews possess 
in common. Many of these things they 



had forgotten and had permitted to 
fall into disuse or left to be cherished 
by a small group of scholars and de- 
votees. Today these spiritual posses- 
sions have become exceedingly precious 
and exceedingly popular. This new de- 
votion gives every evidence, however, 
of being no ephemeral emotional re- 
action to a temporary situation. It has 
become a part of the educational or- 
ganism and is therefore destined for 
survival. A social catastrophe, which 
we hope shall prove quite imperman- 
ent, has neverless permanently enrich- 
ed Jewish education. 



THE NAZI METAPHYSIC 

By "Gens" in "The New English 
Weekly" 

HAT deadly English lack of in- 
telligent curiosity, for which Ezra 
Pound continually heaps abuse upon 
us, has kept our reputed intellectuals 
in fairly comprehensive ignorance of 
what contemporary Germany is think- 
ing. 

Aurel Kolnai has performed a ser- 
vice, therefore, in his "War against 
the West"* by giving us a very com- 
plete conspectus of the Nazi theorists. 
He is a Jew, and a highly hostile com- 
mentator. But he has presented each 
author by plentiful quotations and 
with a careful evaluation of his place 
in the orchestra of Nazi ideation. The 
work is so well done that to one read- 
er at least, it is the impressiveness of 
the National Socialist metaphysic that 
is rememberd and not the commen- 
tator's interjections. Indeed Aurel Kol- 
nai',s criticism is far too much found- 
ed upon assumed prejudiceis, and 
serves mainly to heighten one's fears 
that the mind of "the West" is in its 
present condition almost defenceless 
againt the ideological violence of Ger- 
many — of which the military violence 
is but one expression. 

The disquieting thing is the amount 
of unity amongst these thinkers, for 
all their bewildering diversity, and 
their dogmatic assurance. The nation 
which, from Kant's days to the end of 
last century, exhausted all the possi- 
bilities of intellectual theorizing, broke 
out in the present century with a re- 
markable anti -intellectual intellectual- 
ism, became an Erebus of hot, angry 
cerebration ; yet calculated, controlled 
with a mental subtlety that is truly 
diabolical, and unspeakably plausible. 
France contains countless critiqs who 
could dismember any of those fervid 
farragoes, but a Frenchman is too dis- 
(Conlinucd on page 21) 
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Spotlight On Jewish Football Stars 



BY BEN GOLDBERG 



THAT Jewish football stars are 
coming into their own more than 
ever before can be readily seen 
by a glance at any Ail-American foot- 
ball team picked this year. 

Not so many years ago, it was a rar- 
ity to see a Jewish name obtain even 
honorable mention, on one of these 
hypothetical teams. Not that there 
weren't so many grid players of Jew- 
ish origin in the colleges all over the 
country, but because they hadn't taken 
to the game as well as they did to other 
sports, as basketball or track. 

Yes, there were some really great 
Jewish football players years ago. 
Some, like Benny Friedman and 
Freddy Sington, Avon Alll-Ameilican 
rating, not once but twice and three 
times, a truly notable feat. There were 
others, too, like Benny Lorn, Aaron 
Rosenberg, Dave Kopans, Jack Gross- 
man, Milt Socolow, to mention just 
a few. But this year alone has pro- 
duced as many Jewish football stars 
in college ranks who have earned Ail- 
American mention as the past three 
years combined. 

The reason? It is hard to say. To 
the writer's mind it is because Jew- 
ish athletes have only recently taken 
a liking to football, and have turned 
this liking into a high degree of pro- 
ficiency. 

In all sectors of the country this 
year, Jews have been starring on big 
and small teams. Their names have 
broken into Sunday's headlines so of- 
ten they are no longer news. 

Here in the east the names of Sid 
Luckman, Marshall Goldberg and Sid 
Roth have been on the tongues of 
football fans for the past three months. 
Their accomplishments are known 
from state to state, from coast to coast. 
And when the gridiron curtain for 1938 
rang down these three Jewish boys, 
two of whom are Brooklynites, were 
rightfully rewarded with positions on 
the Ail-American team, ambition of 
every collegiate football player. 

What sport follower is not familiar 
with the deeds of the "Mad Marshall," 
spearhead of Pitt's bone-crushing at- 
tack, or the exploits of the "Sensation- 
al Sid" of Columbia, hailed by many as 
the greatest forward passer of all 
time, or the deeds of Roth, speedy 
running-guard whose blocking was the 
secret of Cornell's success tbis year. 



That this trio was recognized as tops 
was evidenced in the recent profes- 
sional draft, when all three were im- 
mediately claimed by leading play-for- 
pay teams. Goldberg went to the Chi- 
cago Cards, Luckman to the Chicago 
Bears and Roth to the Cleveland Rams. 
Meaning, that these teams have first 
call on them if they decide to come into 
the pro ranks of the National Foot- 
ball League. 

Goldberg, who was a unanimous 
choice at half-back last year, was made 
into a plunging and blocking fullback 
this season. As a ball carrier, he was 
tops ; as a blocker he was second to 
none. Little wonder then that West 
Virginia hill-billy, most popular of all 
Pitt's players, was again chosen on 
the All- America, despite an injury to 
his knee which prevented him from 
playing at anywhere near his best. 

Yet in the memorable Duke game, 
Goldberg, wearing a six-pound metal 
brace around his knee, and hindered 
by a slippery field made treacherous 
by snow, gained more yardage than the 
entire Duke forces. 

It was against Fordham that Pitt's 
attack reached its peak, and it was 
Goldberg who led the snarling Pan- 
thers, — as he had done for two years 
— to a one-sided triumph over a really 
good Ram eleven. 



Shortly thereafter "Biggie" sustain- 
ed the knee injury, and it was no co- 
incidence that Pilft's mighty attack 
bogged down. Against Carnegie Tech 
Pitt's offensive was rolling along in 
mighty fashion before Marshall had 
to leave when his knee couldn't hold 
up. 

What happened after is history. 
Carnegie won, scoring a sensational 
upset over a Pitt team minus Goldberg. 
No longer were the Panthers the No. 
1 team in the nation. But then, no 
team could afford to lose the services 
of so valuable a star and keep its 
place on the very top. 

Sid Luckman, an Erasmus Hall 
graduate, was called a "one-man team." 
Rarely has any athlete been showered 
with the praises that have been poured 
on Sid. Yet this likeable, handsome 
Flatbush youngsfter took praise and 
criticism alike, pointing to his team- 
mates as being the ones to share the 
praise. 

Just one illustration to show how 
accurate a heaver of forwards Sid real- 
ly is. Last year he attended one of 
Columbia's basketball scrimmages. 
Some one in a jest asked him to pick 
up a football and see if he could toss 
it into the basket on the far end of the 
court. Without blinking an eye, Sid 
(Continued on page 22) 
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JEWISH NEWS IN REVIEW 




N interesting result of the Arab 
disturbances in Palestine is 
the increase of Jewish employ- 
ment in that land 1 . 'Jnjtimidation by 
Arab terrorists against their compat- 
riots has dissuaded them from dealing 
with Jews or engaging in employment. 
The Arabs now supply less produce 
to the Jews and consequently the Jews 
increase their own agricultural prod- 
uctivity, necessitating the use of more 
Jewish labor. This circumstance, as 
well as the fear of spying by Arabs, 
has caused the discharge of Arab lab- 
orers. Whereas eight thousand Arabs 
were employed as laborers before the 
riots, their present number is about 
five or six hundred. Additional Jew- 
ish labor has also been utilized in the 
construction of public building pro- 
jects. The result has been that Jewish 
unemployment in Palestine is phen- 
omenally low. 

The Jewish immigration quota for 
Palestine may be increased early next 
year to enable many German children 
to enter tltat country. The JewSsh 
Agency has requested that Palestine 
be opened to 7,500 trained farm work- 
ers between 18 and 25 years of age, 
2,500 boys and girls between 15 and 
17 who have already begun farm 
training in Germany, and 10,000 child- 
ren between 6 and 14. The Jewish 
National Fund is undertaking to ac- 
quire enough land in Palestine to take 
care of 25,000 families. President 
Roosevelt has expressed the "hope that 
it is true" that "the number of refugees 
to be permitted entry in Palestine will 
be materially increased and in part- 
icular that many children and young 

people will be given refuge there." 

* * * 

Palestine's public income for the 
year 1936-37 was the largest per cap- 
ita in comparison with that of neigh- 
boring countries. Taking Palestine's 
revenue as 100, the mean average was 
Egypt 63, Cyprus 63, Turkey 59, Syr- 
ia 51, Iraq 47, Transjordan 39. 

* * * 

The first Jewish airmail service in 
the world was begun last month in 
Palestine. Under a contract with the 
government the Palestine Airways car- 
ried mail between Tel- Aviv and Haifa. 

* * * 
Following the victory of the Nazis 

in the recent elections in Memel, over 



By LESTER LYONS 



5,000 Jews are arranging their bus- 
iness affairs so as to be able to leave 
that city on short notice. Many Jews 
have already departed from that city 
and are now seeking refuge in other 
lands. 

The Italian government, in exclud- 
ing Jewish students, teachers and em- 
ployees from educational institutions, 
has permitted foreign Jewish students 
to complete their studies at the Italian 
universities. About 2500 such students, 
however, refused to accept this ex- 
emption. 

* * * 

A Provisional Council Against Anti- 
Semitism, consisting of fifty men and 
women of all branches of American 
life, has been ,formed "in response 
to the shocking persecution of Jews 
in Germany and in order to counter- 
act organized attempts to induce ra- 
cial and religious intolerance in the 
United States-" The Council is non- 
sectarian and non-political, and in- 
cludes representatives of the Catholic, 
Protestant and Jewish faiths. The 
Council realizes that anti-Semitism 
constitutes so serious a threat to the 
American way of life as to require 
special attention. 

* * * 

Tl^e Pro'testant Episcopal Church 
has called a national conference for 

A NOTORIOUS FORGERY ' 
EXPOSED AGAIN! 

From Mikveh Israel Synagogue, the 
oldest in Philadelphia and the second 
oldest synagogue in the United States, 
has come a decisive refutation of an- 
onymous charges widely circulated 
that Benjamin Franklin was an anti- 
Semite. The synagogue made public 
its subscription list, 150 years old, 
which contains Franklin's signature 
and shows a contribution by him to- 
ward the building of the synagogue- 
In addition, Franklin signed a peti- 
tion asking contributions from citi- 
zens of every denomination. 

the purpose of formulating a policy 
of interracial relationships. 

* * * 

At a conference of 2000 represent- 



atives of Jewish organizations in the 
metropolitan area of New York, sum- 
moned by the American Jewish Con- 
gress, it was resolved to oppose any 
attempts to convert the Jews into ref- 
ugee people and settle them in former 
German colonies, to call a national 
conference of all Jewish organizations 
for the purpose of organizing Amer- 

EVIDENCE 

That the entry of refugees into a 
new land assists industry there is 
borne out by the success resulting 
from the opening by refugees of new 
factories in Ireland- These factories 
have increased employment and trade, 
turning out high-quality, desirable 
commodiites. 

ican Jewry's participation in the work 
of rescue, and to organize an Amer- 
ican boycott movement against Nazi 
products and services. 

In the belief ftjhMt Vouth Aliyah 
(Youth immigration to Palestine) re- 
presents the best immediate method of 
solving the problem of young German 
Jewry, the members of Habonim in 
England last month set aside a week 
of self-denial for themselves. The or- 
ganization considered it the duty of 
youth to set an example to the entire 
community of the need for personal 

sacrifice in the present emergency. 

* # * 

For the year ending October 1st, 
1938 the Jewish National Fund of 
America collected $1,038,752, which 
sum was more than 40% of the total 
raised throughout the world. The or- 
ganization has undertaken the Roose- 
belt Golden Book project, following 
the present's consent to accept Gold- 
en Book inscriptions to him in re- 
cognition of his support of the aspir- 
ations of the Jews in Palestine. 

* * * 

The Jewish Agency for Palestine 
has proposed to the British govern- 
ment the immigration and settlement 
in Palestine of 100,000 German Jews 
next year. To carry out this plan the 
United Palestine Appeal has inaug- 
urated a nation-wide emergency drive 
to raise the necessary funds. The or- 
ganization hopes to collect $10,000,000 
within the next six months to effect- 
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uate the immediate resettlement of the 
thousands "who are today languishing 
in no-man's land or who are being 
ground to dust under the ruthless 'fire 
and sword' policy of the Nazi regime." 

* * * 

A project to settle 1,000 Jewish ref- 
ugee families on a Leon Blum colony 
in Palestine received a strong impetus 
at a recent dinner-meeting in this 
city attended by 1500 persons. The 
guests of honor at this meeting were 
Mrs. Roosevelt and Count Rene de 
Saint-Quentin, French Ambassador 
to this country. President William 
Green of the American Federation of 
labor was honorary chairman of the 
national committee which sponsored 
the dinner. 

* * * 

At its fifteenth annual convention, 
which was also the eighteenth anniver- 
sary of its organization, Junior Had- 
assah adopted an extensive education 
program among Jewish youth the basis 
of which will be a study of contemp- 
orary Jewish philosophies as they affect 
Jewish life. The organization also ad- 
opted a budget of $77,285, the largest 
in its existence- The 1000 delegates to 
'the convention re-elected Nell Ziff, 
President; Naomi Brodie, Secretary; 
Ernestine Kerschner, Treasurer; and 
Tama Gutoff of Brooklyn and Sara 
Turner, Vice-Presidents ; and elected 
Claire Gottfried of New York and 
Sylvia Brody, Vice-Presidents. 

* * * 

The National Commander of the 
American Legion, Stephen F. Chad- 
wick, has declared that such organiza- 
tion is "opposed to any move which 
will make America an asylum for ref- 

THEY COULD NOT BE WORSE 
OFF 

Mahatma Gandhi has called Ger- 
many's anti-Semitic activities without 
parallel in history and has suggested 
that the victims try his own method 
of passive resistance. Although be- 
lieving that "If ever there could be a 
justifiable war in the name of human- 
ity, a war against Germany — to pre- 
vent the wanton persecution of a 
whole race — would be completely jus- 
tified," nevertheless, he counselled 
that, "If I were a Jew and were born 
in Germany and earned my livelihood 
there, I would claim Germany as my 
home, even as the tallest Gentile may, 
and challenge him to shoot me or cast 
me into a dungeon. I would refuse to 
be expelled or to submit to discrimin- 
ating treatment." 



ugees." He said that while the Legion 
sympathized with these oppressed peo- 
ple "it is opposed to admitting im- 
migrants at this time because of our 
economic situation and the fact that 
many aliens here already have not been 
assimilated." 

* * * 

Former British Prime Minister, 
Earl Baldwin, has inaugurated the 
"Earl Baldwin Fund" by which it is 
intended to raise $2,500,000 to help 
the persecuted minorities of Central 
and Eastern ( Eu(rope. The response 
to his plea to aid the refugees has 
been very favorable so far. 

* * * 

The League of Red Cross Societies 
is contemplating making a survey of 
the refugee situation so as to ascertain 
whether the needs of refugees fall 
within the scope of the functions of 
the International Red Cross. 

* * * 

Three Quakers, members of the 
American Friends Service Committee 
of the Society of Friends, have gone 



AMERICAN CITIZENS (?) 

A resolution criticizing the anti- 
Jewish policies in Germany, Japan, 
Italy and Poland and urging Presi- 
dent Roosevelt to provide asylum for 
Jewish, Catholic, and Protestant re- 
fugees was defeated at the annual 
convention of the New York State 
Grand Lodge of the American Sons 
of Italy. 



to Germany to observe the situation 
there and ascertain how conditions can 
be alleviated. The Chairman of the 
Committee said, "We want particular- 
ly to see about feeding the Jews there." 

* * * 

Student groups at Harvard and 
Swarthmore Colleges have begun cam- 
paigns to enable refugee students to 
obtain scholarships at those institutions. 

* * * 

At the recent annual dinner of the 
Yeshiva College it was disclosed by 
President Bernard Revel that the in- 
stitution was instrumental in enabling 
several Jewish scholars to leave Ger- 
many and obtain positions here. 

* * * 

Under the auspices of the Women's 
League of the United Synagogue, the 
Victor Phonograph Company has is- 
sued an album of three double-faced 
phonograph records devoted to Hanu- 



FOR THE OMEN-MINDED 

A correspondent of the London 
Jewish Chronicle has called attention 
to a striking, though calamitous coin- 
cidence in connection with the perse- 
tion of the Jews in Germany. On 
November 7th there was an eclipse of 
the moon and three days later Ger- 
man Jewry was subjected to terror, 
violence ar.d robbery. In a book by 
Angelo S. Rappoport entitled "The 
Folk Lore of Jews" appears the fol- 
lowing passage: "A distinction h 
made between the eclipse of the sun 
and that of the moon. The eclipse of 
the former is supposed to forebode ill 
to the nations, while the eclipse of the 
moon forebodes ill to Israel, because 
the Jews count their months after the 
moon (lunar system) whilst the other 
nations count theirs after the sun (so- 
lar system.)" 



kah melodies, Sabbath melodies and 
Hebrew folk songs. Translations of 
the Hebrew songs are included. 

* * * 

Poland has enacted new measures 
restricting the Jews in trade, industry 
and the professions- The leader of the 
Camp of National Unity which ob- 
tained a majority of 70% in the last 
elections has declared that, "The solu- 
tion of the Jewish problem in Poland 
can be achieved only through the con- 
siderable reduction of the number of 
Jews in the Polish republic," and that 
"Polish economic life must be free of 
Jewish domination." 

* * * 

The "Berliner Tagblatt" has char- 
acterized Prime Minister Chamber- 
lain as "probably anti-Semitic" be- 
cause, deploring anti- Jewish measures 
in Germany, he refused concrete aid 
to the Jews. The paper said that 
Chamberlain and Sir Samuel Hoare, 
British Home Secretary, "had an op- 
portunity to give Jews land for set- 
tling. They have not done so, but con- 
tent themselves with proposals which 
are not taken seriously even in Eng- 
land, and which may be interpreted 
as manifestations of anti-Semitic ten- 
dency." 

* * * 

The recent reign of terror agains: 
the Jews in Germany resulted in the 
destruction of 82 of the finest syna- 
gogues in the country and over 200 
Scrolls of the Law. In Vienna 22 
synagogues were burnt to the ground 
and 75 Scrolls of the Law destroyed. 
(Continued on page 23) 
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BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER ACTIVITIES 



COLLEGE STUDENTS TO SPEAK AT 
SPECIAL COLLEGIANS' SERVICE 
THIS FRIDAY NIGHT 

Our annual ^college |students ser- 
vices will be held this Friday evening, 
December 30th, at 8 o'clock. Rabbi 
Levinthal has invited a number of Jew- 
ish students at various colleges and 
universities to occupy with him the 
pulpit this Friday night and to dis- 
cuss the interesting problem, The Jew- 
ish Situation at College.' This will 
give us an opportunity to get the re- 
actions of the students themselves as 
to what they feel and think about the 
Jewish problem today. 

The speakers will include Harold 
Jaffe, a student of Massachussets In- 
stitute of Technology in Boston, Stan- 
ley Herzfeld, who is a student at Har- 
vard University, Daniel B. Posner, 
a graduate of Columbia College and 
now a student at Yale Law School, 
and Rosalind Kramer, a graduate of 
Hunter College and New York Uni- 
versity Law School. An interesting 
evening is assured to those who will 
attend^ aftid the Rabbi is textremely 
anxious to see many students of the 
colleges and universities present at 
this service. 

Rev. Kantor will lead in the con- 
gregational singing, and you and your 
friends are cordially invited. 



COURSE LECTURES 

The Forum and Education Commit- 
tee in cooperation with the W.P.A. 
Adult Education Project of the New 
York Board of Education has ar- 
ranged two course lectures in the 
Center building. A class in "Psy- 
chology of Personality Adjustment" 
is held each Tuesday evening at 8:30 
o'clock, and is conducted by Mr. Lit- 
win. Mr. Kaplan is the instructor of a 
class in Contemporary English Liter- 
ature which meets on Wednesday even- 
ings. 

SISTERHOOD CHORAL GROUP 
MEETS TUESDAY MORNINGS 

The recently organized choral group 
of our Sisterhood meets every Tues- 
day morning at 11 o'clock under the 
leadership of our cantor, Rev. Sam- 
uel Kantor. The group will welcome 
any member of the Center who may 
wish to attend. 



CENTER LIBRARY MAKES 
NOTABLE PROGRESS 

The members will be happy to learn 
that the library in our institution has 
made remarkable progress in the last 
few months. It already numbers ap- 
proximately three thousand volumes 
in Hebrew, English and Yiddish lang- 
uages. We have lately augmented the 
Juvenile Department because of the 
great demand on the part of the child- 
ren of our various schools for Juvenile 
literature. The following figures ar- 
ranged by Dr. Elias Rabinowitz, our 
librarian, should be of special interest 
to our readers: Since April 1937, we 
have acquired 1141 new books; 227 by 
purchase and 914 by donations and be- 
quests. This does not include the large 
number of books which have been pur- 
chased and received since December 
1st. On November 1937 we started 
the circulating department and to date 
168 cards have been issued for with- 
drawal of books. Of these about 75 
are children. The average circulation 
in the past year was about 100 books 
per week. 

The library is also used for refer- 
ences by the teachers and pupils not 
only of our Hebrew and Sunday 
Schools but also our Institute of Jew- 
ish Studies for Adults. Many students 
of the various colleges and univer- 
sities in Brooklyn and Manhattan 
come to our library for information 
and for references in connection with 
their special work on Jewish' themes. 
We sincerely hope that the members 
will continue to support this latest ven- 
ture on the part of our Center by mak- 
ing liberal contributions so that we 
may enlarge ithe library even to 'a 
greater extent. The donor's name is 
inscribed on every book purchased 
with his donation 



CLUB NEWS 

Junior League sponsored a Wel- 
come Home Dance to out-of-town 
students on Dec. 28th. Proceeds to 
aid German refugees. 

Inta-League conducted a Vacation 
Hop on Dec. 27th. 

Hakoach Club held its second thea- 
tre party on Dec. 27th. 

Center Club held a successful In- 
formation Please program this month. 



and is planning a Scavenger Hunt for 
the coming week. 

The Maccabees have instituted as 
an innovation a successful story-hour. 
They are making plans for a special 
evening for Chamisho Osir Bishvat. 
They are planning a silent movie even- 
ing for the coming week- 

Vivalets held a most successful mas- 
querade recently, attended by a large 
number of its members as well as 
members of the Maccabees. 



NEXT SISTERHOOD MONTHLY 
MEETING ON MONDAY, 
JANUARY 9th 

The women of the Center are ask- 
ed to reserve Monday, January 9th, 
for the next monthly program meet- 
ing of the Sisterhood. These meet- 
ings are proving to be so interesting 
that the number of members present 
is increasing every month. A very fine 
cultural program is being arranged 
for the coming meeting and we hope 
to see an even larger number of our 
women present than heretofore. 



EMPLOYEES NEW YEAR'S GIFT 
FUND 

In view of the fact that the em- 
ployees of the Center, are prevented 
by the rules of the institution, from 
accepting gratuities throughout the 
year, the Center has established an 
annual New Year's Gift Fund. Mem- 
bers who want to contribute to this 
fund are requested to please send 
their checks to the Center with the 
least possible delay. 



GYM AND BATHS DEPARTMENT 

The holiday schedule will prevail in 
the Gym and Baths Department on 
Monday, January 2nd. The department 
will be open to men from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. and to boys from 2 p.m. to 5 
p.m. 



RESTAURANT CLOSED THIS 
SUNDAY 

The Center restaurant will be closed 
this Sunday, Jan. 1st, because of the 
New Year's Eve Dinner and Dance 
that the Center has arranged for Dec- 
ember 31st. 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL CENTER MEETING 



In accordance with the requirements 
of Section 5, Article X of the Consti- 
tution and By-Laws of the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center, notice is hereby given 
that the Annual Meeting of the Cen- 
ter will be held on Thursday evening, 
January 26, 1939, at 8:15 o'clock. 

Election and installation of officers, 
members of the Board of Trustees 
and the Governing Board will take 
place. 

A detailed report of the past year's 
activities will be rendered. 

MAX HERZFELD, Sec'y. 

List of members placed in nomination as of- 
ficers, members of the Board of Trustees and 
Governing Board of the Brooklyn Jewish Cen- 
ter: 

Officers 

For President Joseph M. Schwartz 

For 1st Vice-Pres. (Ind. Nom.) 

Hon. Emanuel Greenberg 

For 2nd Vice-Pres Hyman Aaron 

For Secretary Max Herzfeld 

For Treasurer Moses Ginsberg 

Members of the Board of Trustees 

(For a term of three years, 1939, 1940, 1941) 

Hyman Aaron Fred Kronish 
Moses Ginsberg Samuel Rottenberg 
Max Herzfeld Dr. Moses Spatt 

(For a term of two years, 1939, 1940) 

Sol Sussman 

Members of the Governing Board 

Aaron, Joseph I. Gunther, Ben 

Abelov, Saul Haft, Max H. 

Albert, Louis Halperin, Louis 

Balsam, Milton D. Halpern, David 

Bernhardt, M. Harrison, H. A. 

Bernstein, Alex Holtzmann, Henry 

Bernstein, Elias Joseph, Arthur 

Booth, Mrs. J. D. Kaminsky, D. B. 

Brainson, H. L. Katz, Samuel 

Brenner, Louis Klein, K. Karl 

Brenner, Mr. P. Klinghoffer, M. 

Chizner, Meyer Kugel, Simon H. 

Davis, Henry Leicher, Jacob E. 

Doctorow, S. A. Lemberg, Sam 

Doner, Jacob Levey, Frank 

Feinberg, Ph. F. Levy, Mrs. Harry 

Feit, Abraham Levine, Benj. A. 

Fine, Charles Levingson, Isaac 

Fine, Mrs. Isidor Levkoff, David 

Finkel.steinv.Dr. R. Lewis, Aaron 

Fortunoff, J. A. Lowenfeld, Mrs. I. 

Ginsburg, A. Lukashok, Joseph 

Gold, Henry Lurie, Irving 

Goldman, M. M. Lurie, Leib 

Goell, Mark, J. Markowitz, Ben 

Goell, Milton J. Martz, Benjamin 

Goldberg, S. H. Neinkin, Morris 

Goodstein, David Nemerov, Meyer 

Goldstein, Nath. L. Parnes, Louis 

Gottlieb, Aaron Perman, Chas. 

Greene, Harry Rachmil, Hyman 

Greenblatt, Samuel Rosen, Meyer A. 

Gribetz, Louis J. Rosenberg, William 

Gross, Henry H. Rosenson, Ira L. 



Rosenstein, D. 
Riker, I. J. 
Rutchik, M. M. 
Rutstein, Jacob 
Schaeffer, Frank 
Schlesinger L. II. 
Schwartz, 

Mrs. J. M. 
Schwartz, N. T. 
Schwartz, 

Mrs. N. T. 
Siegel, Win. I. 
Siegmeister, I. 
Silverstein, Morty 
Simon, Louis 
Sokoloff, Ralph 
Sorgen, Isaac D. 
Stark, SaVnuel 



Storch, Stanley 
Strongin, Harry 
Steingut, Hon. I. 
Strausberg, S. 
Sweedler, Hon. N. 
Triebilz, Herman 
Weinstein, A. A. 
Weinstein, 

Mrs. A. A. 
Weinstock, Louis 
Weisberg, S. S. 
Wender, Morris D. 
Wiener, Mrs. I. 
Witty, Albert 
Witty, Mrs. Albert 
Zwerdling, Tobias 
Zirn, A. H. 



Nominating Committee 

EMANUEL GREENBERG, Chairman 
M. Bernhardt M. Klinghoffer 

Phillip Brenner Samuel Moskowitz 
Chas. Fine Wm. I. Siegel 

P. Glickman Isaac D. Sorgen 



"TOWN MEETING OF 
THE AIR" 

Every Thursday Evening 

at 9 o'clock in the Ladies Social Room 
of our Building 



Next Meeting: Jan. 5th 
Subject: 

'SHOULD THE WAGNER ACT BE 
REVISED?" 

Speakers*. 
WILLIAM MORRIS LEISERSON 
ROY W. MOORE 



SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of candles at 4:19 o'clock. 

Friday evening services at 4:15. 

Sabbath services, Parsha Vayigash, 
will commence at 8:45 A.M. 

Class in Ein Yaakov under the lead- 
ership of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh at 3:15 
o'clock- 

Mincha services at 4:15 P.M. 



DAILY SERVICES 

Morning services at 7:00 and 8:00 
o'clock. Mincha services at 4:15. 



A CALL 

TO 
MEMBERS 



Make the Center bigger and 
more important than it already 
is by bringing in new members. 
Each of your friends is a po- 
tential applicant for member- 
ship. Speak to him. 



The Brooklyn Jewish Cen- 
ter calls attention to its 
rule that married members 
must pay the full family 
dues of #50 per year even 
though their wives may not 
feel disposed to take ad- 
vantage of the Center's fa- 
cilities. 



BASKETBALL GAME 
Mon., January 2nd 

at 9 o'clock 



BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 

vs. 

ST. JOHNS COLLEGE J. V. 
Admission 50c 

YFL Invitation Dance Following 
the Game 

Sun.. Jan. 8th— UNION TEMPLE 

ADMISSION 75c 

Tickets limited to capacity of Gym. To 
assure yourself of a seat please pur- 
chase your tickets in advance. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Abel, Mannie 

Salesman Unmarried 

Res. 555 E. 5th St. 

Bus. 1350 Broadway 

Proposed by Henry Kronengold 
Bernstein, Norman S. 

Stock Broker Married 

Res. 229 E. 18th St. 

Bus. 54 Pine St. 

Proposed by Milton Sarnoff 
Bratman, Nat 

Unmarried 

Res- 625 Saratoga Ave. 
Proposed by M. Goldstein 
and Norman Bernstein 
Eisenberg, Martin 
Unmarried 

Res. 483 Linden Blvd. 

Proposed by Maurice Bernhardt 
Feit, George 

Law Clerk Unmarried 

Res. 641 Snediker Ave. 

Proposed by Abraham Feit 
Fuchs, Edward 

Salesman Unmarried 

Res. 685 Crown St. 

Bus. 315 W. 36th St. 

Proposed by Jacob A. Fortunoff 
Geller, Harry 

Dye & Print wks. Unmarried 

Res- 990 Montgomery St. 

Bus. 1450 Broadway 
Goldstein, M. 

Stock Broker Unmarried 

Res. 1119 - 45th St. 

Bus. 54 Pine St. 

Proposed by Milton Sarnoff 
and S. D- Wexler 
Golkin, Saul 

Broker Unmarried 

Res. 441 Ocean Parkway 

Bus. 120 Broadway 

Proposed by Milton Sarnoff 
Heilbronn, Robert 

Securities Married 

Res. 760 Montgomery St. 

Bus. 82 Beaver St. 

Proposed by Harry Rothkopf 
Hirsch, David 

Stoves Unmarried 

Res. 1478 Carroll St. 

Bus. Maspeth, L. I. 

Proposed by Everett Fortunoff 
Kemp, Irving 

Dairy Products Unmarried 

Res. 662 E. 93rd St. 

Bus. 524 W. 57th St. 

Proposed by M. Goldstein 
and Norman Bernstein 



Klein, Oscar 

Cleaners Unmarried 

Res. 698 Montgomery St. 

Bus- 373 Kingston Ave. 

Proposed by Jacob A. Fortunoff 
Krulik, Murray 

Salesman Unmarried 

Res. 107 Nostrand Ave. 

Bus. 455 - 42nd St. 

Proposed by William Rosenberg 
Lederer, Arnold W. 

Architect Married 

Res. 704 Montgomery St. 

Bus. 66 Court St. 

Proiposed by Joseph Goldberg 
and Harry Model 
Levy, Jacob 

Furs Married 

Res. 409 Crown St. 

Bus. 120 East Broadway 

Proposed by Jeremiah Levy 
and M. D. Isacowitz 
Mazer, Bertha 

Res- 224 E. 96th St. 
Nelson, Max 

Accountant Married 

Res. 101 Lincoln Road 

Bus. 51 Chambers St. 

Proposed by David Siskind 
Rosen, Morris 

Candy Married 

Res. 576 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. 529 Eastern Parkway 

Proposed by Abraham Ginsberg 
and Charles Perman 
Schaffer, Irving H. 

Dresses Unmarried 

Res. 50 E. 19th St. 

Bus. 1359 Broadway 

Proposed by Barnett J. Greenstein 
and Irving D. Klein 
Seeger, Israel G. 

Attorney Unmarried 

Res. 716 Montgomery St. 

Bus. 11 Broadway 

Proposed by Samuel A. Seeger 
Shapiro, Harold 

Kitchen Equip- Unmarried 

Res. 748 Crown St. 

Bus. 57 Gt. Jones St. 

Proposed by Sidney Kean 
Shapiro, Irving 

Real Estate Married 

Res. 604 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. 10 Ft. Washington Ave. 

Proposed by Dr. Joseph Feldman 
Siegel, Philip 

Leather Goods Unmarried 

Res. 180 E. 18th St. 

Bus. 3 W. 4th St. 
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Proposed by Hyman Barz 
and I. B- Rosenfeld 

Sobelman, Louis 
Real Estate Married 
Res. 275 Linden Blvd. 
Bus. Same 

Proposed by Irving Gottlieb 
Socolow, Milton D. 

Liquor Unmarried 

Res. 451 Kingston Ave. 

Bus. 2 Park Ave. 

Proposed by Howard Seiderman 
and Dr. Nathan Horowitz 
Sohmer, Mack 

Broker Unmarried 

Res. 616 Hemlock St- 

Bus. 17 Battery Place 

Tanenbaum, Ned 
Textiles Unmarried 
Res. 1094 Park Place 
Bus. 573 Broadway 
Proposed by David Tanenbaum 

Tarakan, Irving 

Contractor Unmarried 

Res. 608 Montgomery St. 

Bus. 582 Rogers Ave. 

Proposed by Herman Cohen 
Weinstein, Miss Bertha 

Res. 191 E. 91st St. 
Zellner, Miss Sylvia 

Res- 1042 Union St. 



The following have applied for re-in- 
statement in the Brooklyn Jewish Cen- 
ter: 

Fink, Abraham S. 
Coal Married 
Res. 712 Empire Blvd. 
Bus. Foot of 39th St. 
Proposed by Hyman Aaron 

Greenstein, Arthur 
Buyer Married 
Res. 960 Sterling Place 
Bus. 225 W. 34th St. 
Proposed by Barnett J. Greenstein 

Hal per in, Emanuel 
Real Estate Married 
Res. 748 St- Marks Ave. 
Bus. 789 St. Marks Ave. 
Proposed by Louis Halperin 

Koota, David 

Securities Married 
Res. 50 Lenox Road 
Bus. 150 Broadway 
Proposed by Ben Gunther 

Leavitt, Marcus 
Flooring Married 
Res. 46 Balfour Place. 
Bus. 71 Beaver St. 
Proposed by Hyman Aaron 
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Luxenberg, Jonas 
Canes Married 
Res. 436 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. 132 Greene St. 
Proposed by I. Silberberg 

Osher, Benjamin 
Printing Married 
Bus. 1220 Ocean Ave. 
Bus. 239 E. 44th St. 
Proposed by Herman Baum 

Sherry, Joseph 

Pajama Mfg. Unmarried 
Res. 755 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. 180 Madison Ave. 
Proposed by Dr. E. Spaet 

Smallberg, Harry 
Dress Mfg- Married 
Res. 1237 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. 498 Seventh Ave. 



EASTERN PARKWAY ZIONIST DIS- 
TRICT ARRANGES SERIES OF 
LECTURES ON PALESTINE 

A series of lectures on Palestine will 
be given at the Center on four Wed- 
nesday evenings during the month of 
January. The lectures are arranged 
under the auspices of the Eastern 
Parkway Zionist District. 

The first lecture, on Wednesday, 
January 4th at 8:15 o'clock, will be 
on the "Economic Aspect of Pales- 
tine." The speaker will be Dr. David 
Tannenbaum, former chairman of the 
Center Forum and Education Com- 
mittee and of the Center Academy. 
Dr. Tannenbaum is a leading figure 
in the Zionist movement. He has re- 
cently returned from Palestine where 
he resided for several years. 

The second lecture, on the educa- 
tional and cultural aspects of Pales- 
tine, will be given on Wednesday, 
January 11th by Benjamin Edidin. 
The Arab question of Palestine will 
be discussed by Morris Bookstein on 
January 18th. 



PERSONALS 

Best wishes for a speedy recovery 
are extended to Mrs. Margaret Levy 
and to Judge Nathan Sweedler who 
were recently hurt in an accident. 



ADVANCE NOTICE 

At our late services on Friday even- 
ing, January 6th, Rabbi Levinthal will 
preach on the subject, "The Jew's 
Great Responsibility Today." 



SIR RONALD STORRS 



Will Address the Center Forum 




on 



"The Problem 
Of Palestine" 



This is one of the most important 
lectures to be given in New York 
this year; one that will provide the 
listener with an inside knowledge 
of the Palestine situation. 



Sir Ronald Storrs is the former Governor of Jerusalem, Commander-in-Chief of Cyprus 
and Northern Rhodesia, and one of England's most distinguished diplomats and scholars. 



MONDAY EVENING, JANUARY 9 at 8:15 P.M. 



The lecture will be given in the Synagogue where all seats will be reserved. 
Tickets are now on sale at 25c to members and 50c to non-members on the 
main floor. Balcony 25c to all. 



CENTER ACADEMY THEATRE PARTY 
Monday Evening, January 2nd 

Group Theatre Production 

"GENTLE PEOPLE" 

with FRANCHOT TONE - SYLVIA SIDNEY - SAM JAFTE 

At the BELASCO THEATRE 



THE CENTER PLAYERS 

present 

"SQUARING THE CIRCLE" 

3 Act Comedy by Katayev 

Sunday Evening, January 15, at 8:30 P.M. 
Wednesday Evening. January 18, at 8:30 P.M. 

Sponsored by the 

YOUNG FOLKS LEAGUE 

Admission 50c — Dancing to Follow 

Proceeds for the Benefit oi European Refugees 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE KOL NIDRE 

APPEAL 



Our heartiest thanks are hereby ex- 
tended to the following who have re- 
sponded to the appeal made on behalf 
of the Center at the last Kol Nidre 
Services : 



Fein, Hyman 
Fein, George 
Fein, Irving 
Fine, lsidor 
Rose, Anna Fein 

Aaron, Hyman 

Anonymous 

Bernard, 

Mrs. L. W. 
Brenner, Louis 
Brenner, Phillip 
Brukenfeld, Morris 
Cohen, Julius 
Dlugasch, Morris 
Goodstein, David 
Kaplan, Abraham 
Kline, Benj. J. 
Kugel, Simon H. 
Levkoff, David 
Lurie, Leib 
Miller, Morris 
Silverstein, Morty 
Smerling, Morris 
Storch, Stanley S. 
Sussman, Sol 

Abrams, Hyman 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Gabriel, Barnet 
Ginsberg, Moses 
Greenfield, 

Dr. S. D. 
Halperin, Louis 
Herzfeld, Max 
Holtzman, J. L. 
Katz, Samuel 
Lazarowitz, Mrs. I. 
Leibowitz, Mrs. S. 
Lemberg, Samuel 
Madfes, Samuel 
Nemerov, Meyer 
Parnes, Louis 
Polsky, Archie 
Rothkopf, Hyman 
Rutstein, Jacob 
Salwen, Nathan 
Shapiro, Abr. 
Shapiro, N. D. 
Shorin, Morris 
Sokoloff, Ralph 
Spatt, Dr. Moses 
Tanenbaum, B. 
Yanowitz, Herman 

Bernstein, Alex 

Aaron, Joseph I. 
Anonymous 
Bank, Robert J. 
Barnet, Mrs. S. 
Bernstein, Samuel 
Block, Mrs. B. 
Blumberg, J. 
Brown, Benj. 
Eisenberg, Jacob 



Finkelstein, 

Prof. M. 
Freedman, H. A. 
Ginzoerg, Michael 
Ghckman, Pincus 
Goldstein, Dr. M. 
Goldberg, S. P. 
Goody, Harris 
Gottlieb, Jos. W. 
Greenberg, 

Judge Emanuel 
Gross, Henry H. 
Hornick, Louis 
Horowitz, Jos. 
Hyde, Ben 
lsenfeld, M. 
Kaplan, Benj. 
Kenin, Mayer 
Korn, Jacob 
Koven, Dr. Benj. 
Levine, Benj. A. 
Liberman, Harry 
Lukashok Joseph 
May, 

Judge Mitchell 
Meltzer, Samuel 
Metzger, Morris 
Nathan, Mrs. I. 
Neinken, Morris 
Posner, Louis 
Preston, Harry 
Rachmil, Hyman 
Riker, I. J. 
Robbins, Louis 
Rosenfeld, Irving 
Rosenfeld, Jacob 
Rothkopf, Morris 
Rothman, M. 
Rutchik, M. M. 
Salit, Mrs. H. 
Schlesinger, L. H. 
Schneider, S. A. 
Schwartz, N. T. 
Schwartz, Mrs. S. 
Sklar, Albert S. 
Sklar, Mrs. J. 
Triebitz, Herman 
Walkof, Nathaniel 
Warshaw, S. 
Weinstock, Louis 
Wohl, Mrs. F. 
Zwerdling, T. 

Goldberg, Abe G. 

Anonymous 
Fishbein, H. 
Goldberg, M. 
Gulkis, J. 
Horowitz, Sol 
Lipshutz, Ph. L. 
Ostow, K. I. 
Prince, Mrs. A. 
Ratner, A. E. 
Rosenbluth, Irv. 
Schrier, H. 
Wolfe, Dr. S. A. 



Wunderlich, 

Chas. A. 
Zinn, Martin 
Zirn, Samuel 

Artzis, A 
Bailey, A 
Barz, Herman 
Bernstein, E. 
Cohen, Sol 
Davis, Henry 
Diibert, iiarry 
Doner, J. S. 
Feinberg, David 
Fein berg, Ph. F. 
Gasner, Mrs. Mary 
Glasser, H. 
Glaubman, Louis 
Goldberg, Louis 
Goldenoerg, Abr. 
Gottlieb, J. W. 
Gray, i. 
Greene, Harry 
Gross, A. 
Halpern, David 
Hirsch, Mrs. L. 
Hoifman, 1. 
Holland, J. 
Horowitz, Dr. Jos. 
Horwitz, S. 
Hurwitz, M. 
Hutt, G. 
Joseph, Arthur 
Klein, S. H. 
Kuflik, Mrs. A. 
Lemler, Dr. M. R. 
Levinthal, M. 
Lieb, Mrs. J. 
Lippner S. 
Lowenfeld, I. 
Marcus, Harry 
Meisel, Julius 
Perlstein, I. 
Perman, Chas. 
Posner, Mrs. R. 
Raab, P. 
Raabin, Herman 
Rokeach, Dr. A 
Rosen, M. 
Rosen, Mrs. P. 
Rosenblum, P. 
Rosenfeld, I. B. 
Safier, Chas. 
Schrier, I. 
Schrier, Mrs. J. 
Shapiro, George 
Siegel, Wm. I. 
Simon, Louis 
Stern, Edw. M. 
Stoloff, Dr. B. 
Stulman, Mrs. I. 
Teperson, D. H. 
Weinstein, A. 
Weinstein, A. A. 
Wiener, I. 
Zirinsky, H. 
Zirinsky, Mrs. H. 

Abelov, Saul S. 
Achenstein, H. 
Adelman, Mr. 
Anonymous 
Appelbaum, I. 
Breslow, Harry 



Dauin, L. 
Dantlow, Moe 
Davidson, Dr. 
Dunitz, J. 
Dunn, Mrs. 
Epstein, H. 
Epstein, Mrs. J. 
Epstein, Mrs. M. 
Feinman, A 
Flaumenhaft, 

Mrs. J. 
Freund, H. 
Froelich, M. 
Gabriel, P. 
Ginsburg, Edna 
Goldberg, A. G. 
Goldberg, Mrs. S. 
Goodman, S. 
Goody, Chas. 
Green, S. W. 
Greenblatt, Alfred 
Grover, H. 
Hoffman, Louis 
Horowitz, Mrs. G. 
Kaplan, B. 
Kaplan, M. 
Klein, K. Karl 
Koch, S. 
Kraus, M. 
Kuperstein, D. 
Lazare, L. 
Leaks, Dora 
Leavitt, M. 
Levinson, 

Mrs. L. J. 
Levy, D. 
Levy, Harry 
Lurie, L. 
Marcus, L. 
Messing, B. 
Mindell, Mrs. M. 
Model, H. I. 
Morgenstein, M. 
Moskowitz, S. 
Pashman, Mrs. 
Plotkin, Dr. H. 
Rebhun, Kalman 
Rieben, Ph. 
Riechman^Mrs. A. 
Rivkin, Louis 
Rodgers, Ralph 
Roth, Louis, J. 
Sakol, I. 
Salop, J. 
Samuels, L. 
Schnall, L. 
Schnall, Dr. M. 
Schwartz, 

Mrs. H. J. 
Schwartz, J. 
Seril, R. 
Sharkey, M 
Silber, Dr. S. 
Small, Dr. L. B. 
Sodowitz, K. 
Sturm, I. 
Taft, N. 
Waxman, B- 
Wender, M. D. 
Wenitsky, I. 
Werbin, Mrs. L. 
Wolk, F. 



Coming Forum Lectures 



January 2nd — Due to the New Year's 
holiday there will be no Forum 
meeting held. 

January 9th — 

SIR RONALD STORRS 

January 16th — 

HARRY ELMER BARNES 

January 23rd — 

ANNA LOUISE STRONG 

February 6th — 

james g. Mcdonald 



ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF GIFTS 

The Center gratefuly acknowledges 
receipt of the following donations: 

Library Books 

Jacob S. Doner 
Harry A- Harrison 
Benjamin Hirsh 
J. Viders 

Prayer Books 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Brenner 

Mr. and Mrs. I. Gluckson 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Lukashok 
donated chamushim in honor of the 
Bar Mitzvah of their son, Martin. 

Children's Library Books 

Benjamin Brown 

The Jewish Sanitarium and Hos- 
pital for Chronic Diseases donated a 
number of children's books in mem- 
ory of their late president, Mr. Max 
Blumberg. 

Taleisim 

Mrs. Lena Boskowitz for the re- 
covery of her daughter Sylvia. 

IN MEMORIAM 

It is with deep regret that we an- 
nounce the death of our fellow mem- 
ber 

(HIjarlfH 2S?iHBtttatt 

of 1258 Bergen St., who passed away 
on December 24th. 

To the family and friends of the 
deceased, the Brooklyn Jewish Center 
extends its sincere expressions of 
sympathy and condolence. 
EXPRESSIONS OF CONDOLENCE 

Our sincere expressions of sympa- 
thy and condolence are extended to 
Mrs. Moses Spatt of 505 Eastern 
Parkway on the death of her father 
Barnet Silverstein on Dec. 18th. 
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WORLD OPINION 

(Continued from page 12) 



gusted at such stuff to read it. The 
English are not at all congenitably in- 
capable, as some think, of battling 
againist false ideas, but they are too 
lazy. Neither realized, during all the 
time that frontiers were still open, 
that to Germany the case was going 
through undefended. Read Kolnai, 
and you will see the result. The Ger- 
man intellects embattled stand, firmly 
organized in a comprehensive heresy- 
Hitler's arrival has mobilized a large 
and, in a sense, representative mass 
of German thought from Nietzsche 
till today into a philosphy not of, but 
in, action. And that is something more 
than a philosophy, it is a kind of re- 
ligion. 

It is a religion also because it is 
based upon dogmas as to the nature 
of man and the nature of human so- 
ciety: it even rises, if more vaguely, 
to a conception of God. Our theolo- 
gians, I suspect, would do well to buy 
some German books and get busy up- 
on this neo-German faith, for it might 
well prove infectious nearer home, es- 
pecially in view of the flattery it holds 
out to Englishmen, of being also mem- 
bers of the Aryan race. 

Nazi thought assumes, in the mass, 
the character of a pantheism, with a 
doctrine of man as the highest of an- 
imals, Aryans a# the highest of men, 
Germans as the highest of Aryans, 
and the Leader of Germany as the 
incarnation of supreme values (into 
which all contributory values are fit- 
ted) is maintained by a continual striv- 
ing from below upwards. 

Although, with its ultimately purely 
biological values, Nazi philosophy ad- 
mits nothing to be real about man 
but the struggle of his races and race- 
mixtures as animal entities, it must 
not be supposed that the arguments 
used lack sense or mental subtlety, or 
are not, on the plane that they deal 
with, often acute and true. The liter- 
ature of this doctrine is clearly the 
work of the nation that produced 
Fichte, Goethe and Nietzshche, al- 
though those thinkers would certainly 
have abominated most of the work 
of such successors. Intellectually florid 
as it is, however, this body of theory 
is perfectly adapted to the work of in- 
flaming and guiding mob emotions; 
and it is hard to read it without the 
chilly feeling that the Huns might 
once more prove the chosen instru- 
ments for the final destruction of a civ- 



ilization or what has been left of it in 
its decadence. 

It may be unwise, perhaps, to take 
even such ponderous intellectualism 
too deadly seriously, or to be sure that 
it would survive unchanged the devel- 
opment of Germany into the greatest 
of world powers (as now appears in- 
evitable) with the external responsi- 
bilities that that will entail. But it is 
still more unwise, I think, for intellec- 
tuals of other nations to remain in ig- 
norance of the mould of thought into 
which all German mentality is now, it 
seems, being forced relentlessly. For 
if, as seems not improbable, the re- 
maining nations of Christendom de- 
cide that what they have left of a civ- 
ilization, based upon the idea that man 
is the bearer of a universal spirit, is 
now too little to be worth fighting for ; 
they will shortly have to prove their 
manhood in another way. 



PALESTINE vs. TANGANYIKA 

(Continued from page 6) 
from nowhere in particular and al- 
ways goes somewhere to a place that 
is not his own. His is an eternal road 
which, until the effective beginning of 
the Zionist redemption of Palestine, 
led always and only to futility. 

It was possible, perhaps, in other 
years to ascribe Jewish persecution to 
characteristics in the Jewish people. 
The differences of which we have 
spoken might have been, and were, 
termed differences created by the 
Jewish people in their determined 
clinging to their own ways, their own 
customs and their own self-imposed 
religious solidarity. At least, such 
may be admitted to be a convenient 
argument for the Jewish assimilation- 
ist of past days who, in some in- 
stances, was able to use the baptismal 
font as a way into a world closed to 
him as a professing Jew. (True 
enough, he might all his life there- 
after regret the change and find that 
he had sold his birthright for a mess 
of pottage. He might be a Heine and 
on his mattress grave know and say 
that no prize which he had won even 
remotely equalled the value of that 
which he had surrendered.) We know 
now, however, that even this appar- 
ent avenue of escape is no longer open 
to the assimilationist. The quality and 
content of modern anti-Semitism has 
shifted its emphasis, and the objection 
to the Jew has become a complete one 



in everything which makes him a Jew. 
birth, race, practice and even a vol- 
untary surrender of all of these. The 
Nuremberg laws have brought back 
into the ranks of Jewry hundreds of 
thousands of people whose blood con- 
nection with it is only fractional and 
whose actual participation in Jewish 
loyalty is nil. Today Jews willingly 
or unwillingly must accept the fact of 
their Jewishness and plan their lives 
accordingly. We are Jews to the 
world. The problem is: What is our 
reaction to our own Jewishness? 
Shall we live our lives as do 
the Frenchman, the German, the Ital- 
ian and everybody else: making for 
themselves destinies in and even out of 
their native lands but always valuing 
the real values of their ancestors? Or 
shall we, as some of our people do, 
sneak through life along the furtive 
road of an impractical and unwanted 
assimilation? It is almost silly to pose 
the problem because the answer is 
made for us by factors over which 
we have no control whatever. The 
stroke of a pen in the Brown House 
in Munich has demolished all argu- 
mentation of assimilationists since the 
emancipation by Napoleon. 

These conclusions and the physical 
fact of Palestine are inseparable in 
their effect on Jewish life throughout 
the world. Millions of Jews will con- 
tinue to live in the Goluth and it is 
easy to foretell that for sometime to 
come life will be hard and dangerous 
for many Jews. Even the complete 
redemption of Palestine, unabridged 
by partitions of and subtractions from 
its historic territory, might not be suf- 
ficient for all Jews in all places of 
persecution. This is, however, only 
arithmetic, and certainly has by no 
means any relation to those Jews who 
do now and would hereafter live in 
Eretz Israel. But even for the Jews 
submerged irremovably in anti-Semi- 
tic lands, the fact of a Jewish home- 
land or state or autonomous division 
(term it as you will) in Palestine 
would be of tremendous moral help 
in creating a pride in, and sense of 
relationship with, a country of their 
own, and would add by so much to 
their powers of resistance. 

The roads of history along which 
the Jews have travelled have been 
many and diverse. Only at the begin- 
ning of these roads in Palestine was 
there a commonality. Our experiences 
have sufficiently shown us that at the 
end of these roads only in Palestine 
can we achieve the same commonality. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON JEWISH FOOTBALL STARS 

{Continued from page 13) 



picked up the ball, took one swift 
glance at the basket 60 feet away and 
heaved a rifle-like pass that swished 
clean through the nets without touch- 
ing any part of the rim. And they 
called Daniel Boone a sharpshooter ! 

This season Columbia was known 
to have a one-man team. That man 
was Luckman. Every scout who 
watched Columbia came back with the 
terse report — "Stop Luckman and 
you'll beat Columbia." Just imagine 
what punishment the quiet Sid took 
all season from teams who knew the 
secret of the Lions' success ! 

In the very first game of the season 
the Morningside Heights outfit invaded 
Yale Bowl. 37,000 came to see the 
game, but all eyes were on one person, 
a husky-boy wearing the number 42 
in the Columbia lineup. Yes, all eyes, 
but most of all Yale's players. 

They rushed him. They hit him hard. 
They bounced him to the ground. But 
he got up. Again and again he com- 
pleted a pass while the huge throng 
sat spell-bound, watching one of the 
greatest individual shows ever put on. 

The inevitable climax came. Colum- 
bia was pressing 'for an important 
touchdown. The Yale team knew 
Luckman was going to pass. Colum- 
bia lined up, the ball was snapped. 
Luckman had it, was fading back for 
a long pass. 

The huge crowd was still. History 
was in the making, and they sensed it. 
Three huge Eli men rushed at Luck- 
man. The Jewish boy sidestepped one 
cooly, but another came up to take 
his place. They rushed him into a cor- 
ner of the field, surrounded him so 
that he could scarcely see any of his 
teammates. But his resourcefulness 
was boundless. 

His keen eyes picked out a team- 
mate running over the goalline, a long 
50 yards away. But three men were 
hemming him in, preparing for a lunge 
which would send him to the ground, 
with a 20 yard loss. 

But he never faltered. The boy with 
the iron nerves, with the calm face 
and steady hands, leaped high into the 
air. Back went his arm, away went the 
ball straight into the arms of the wait- 
ing teammate 50 yards away. It was 
a touchdown which sent Columbia 
away to victory, and gave the audience 
a thrill they never can forget. 



Little wonder then that Coach 
Ducky Pond, of Yale, said in the lock- 
er room following the game: "That 
boy Luckman today was the greatest 
football player I ever saw." 

The next week showed that Luck- 
man was no flash in the pan. Colum- 
bia invaded Michie Stadium, resting 
in the West Point stronghold. A cap- 
acity crowd of 25,000 came to see if 
Luckman was as good as they had 
read about. 

They didn't have to stay long to find 
out. Again it was the perfect passing, 
the sure-footed kicking, the shifty 
running of Sid Luckman who carried 
Columbia to victory over a crack Cad- 
et corps. 

That Columbia fared poorly the rest 
of the season was no fault of Luck- 
man's. Weak reserves bogged down the 
team. 

But Sid showed what a good line 
can mean to any forward passer. Play- 
ing with the Metropolitan All-Stars 
against the powerful Brooklyn Dod- 
gers of the National League, Luckman 
heaved six passes, completed five, to 
pave the way for two touchdowns. 

But don't get the idea Luckman is 
just a passer. His season's record cre- 
dited him with an average of 50 yards 
per kick, while his ball-carrying attempts 
gave him an average of almost five 
yards per try ! And this despite the fact 
he was thrown for losses several times 
while attempting forward passes. 

In the game with Syracuse, played 
on a muddy field, Luckman carried 
the ball for a total of 125 yajds, more 
than five yards per try. As a matter 
of fact, Coach Lou Little kept com- 
plaining all season that Luckman did 
not call his own signal enough, being 
content to block for his teammates. 

In the game against Brooklyn, Luck- 
man tore off a sensational 40 yard run 
that led to a score, fooling some of 
the best linemen in the league on a 
squirming, twisting dash down the 
sidelines. 

Nor can any football fan forget the 
Brown game, when Luckman, playing 
with a broken nose, ran and passed 
Columbia to three touchdowns in the 
final quarter over a Brown team 
which had previously scored five touch- 
downs. 

Luckman has said farewell to foot- 
ball. He has declared that never again 
will he play on the gridiron. 



But whether he returns as pro or 
as a coach, Luckman will go down in 
history as the greatest player Columbia 
has produced. If the words of experts 
mean anything, when the list of for- 
ward passers are set down, Luckman's 
name will lead all the rest. 

Roth, a Poly Prep product, was the 
answer to Cornell's success, the reason 
why the Ithacans captured the Ivy title. 
It was he who led the Big Red attack, 
coming out of the line to form inter- 
ference on the pet Cornell off-tackle 
and end runs, and it was he who was 
a mountain of strength on the defense. 

The day came when Dartmouth's 
mighty minions invaded peaceful Cay- 
uga's waters to meet Cornell. The un- 
beaten Green forces were beaten when 
dusk fell, beaten by a powerful Cor- 
nell unit, led by a smashing, crashing 
guard, Sid Roth. 

Brooklyn contributed quite a few 
other football stalwarts to the lists of 
All-America teams. 

Phil Swiadon, N.Y.U. co-captain, 
played at Erasmus with Luckman. Jer- 
ry Stein, sterling C.C. NY. center, 
was a member of the James Madison 
championship tea(m pi 1934. Irving 
Granoff, All-Southern guard with 
South Carolina, earned all-scholastic 
rating at Thomas Jefferson three years 
ago. 

There are others, too. Morris Katz, 
ace Temple center, was a star at Boys 
High. Harry Shorten, N.Y.U's star 
pass receiver, was a crack back at 
Thomas Jefferson, playing with Gran- 
off. Earl Markowitz and Milt Silver- 
stein of Brooklyn College, are likely 
to have brilliant collegiate careers. 

A broken ankle laid low Sid White 
of Brooklyn College. Last year White 
was the second highest scorer in the 
country. He won All-America rating, 
but an early season injury kept him 
on the sidelines. He is the first play- 
er in Kingsmen's history to earn Ail- 
American honors. 

Going outside of this fair borough 
we find many other Jewish stars ex- 
celling on the gridiron. 

Herman Spector was Navy's out- 
standing guard. Sid Alter shone at end 
for Penn State. Art Schoenbaum 
was the best tackle at Ohio State. The 
B rooklyn Dodgers have purchased him. 
Harry Aaronson, of St. Mary's, was 
one of the coast's best ball-carriers. 

Then there were Paul Friedlander, 
Carnegie Tech\'s heady quarterback. 
Joe Finklestein, end and Vic Bern- 
stein, back, starred at Brown. William 
(Continued on page 23) 
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A DRAMA OF DEMOCRACY 

(Continued from page 9) 



which thrills the Jewish audience in 
particular. They recognize there is 
good reason why Raymond Massey 
gives deliberate emphasis to the word 
Jews. The Jew in the Diaspora re- 
alizes more and more that his fate is 
inextricably tied up wth the forces of 
democracy, and anti-Semitism flour- 
ishes everywhere as the handmaiden 
of reactionary, anti-democratic Total- 
itarian States. The fate of the Jews 
in Germany, Italy, Czechoslovakia tes- 
tify to that. So too in America. The 
anti-Semitism of a Rev. Coughlin, a 
William Dudley Pelley, or of organi- 
zations such as the Silver Shirts, the 
Black Legion, is linked with attacks 
on the democratic New Deal. Roose- 
velt is said to be really Jewish with 
the name of Rosenf eld ; the New Deal 
has been labeled the Jew Deal by 
these Fascists. Small wonder then 
that the Jew joins with all in the au- 
dience in bringing down the house 
when Massey extols the fundamental 
virtues of democracy and liberalism in 
this great speech. He knows he has 
a great stake in the preservation of 
American Democracy. 

The Fascist and Nazi anti-Semites 
are doing some strange things with 
democratic history. A broadcast from 
Germany recently maintained that 



Aristotle was anti-Semitic — Aristotle, 
the Greek, who lived in the Fifth 
Century B.C., centuries before a Jew 
was known in Greece. Americans 
were shocked some months ago by the 
wide distribution of a leaflet repre- 
senting Benjamin Franklin as an anti- 
Semitic. Dr. Charles Beard, the 
American historian, has proven this 
to be a vicious forgery. This method 
of malicious distortion of history has 
been employed a great deal by the 
dramatists under Hitlerdom- The 
great historical liberty-loving dramas 
of Schiller, such as Wilhelm Tell and 
Don Carlos, are seen no more. Instead, 
a number of tawdrily written histori- 
cal dramas which turn the past into 
an anti-democratic, anti-Semitic gro- 
tesques. 

Let us have more historical plays, 
therefore, of the type of Sherwood's 
Abe Lincoln in Illinois. They are wea- 
pons which further the cause of lib- 
eralism everywhere and combat the 
anti - democratic doctrine of anti- 
Semitism. They are floodlights in 
whose refulgence may be glimpsed the 
glorious traditions of our history 
which, if constantly kept before the 
eyes of the American people, will pre- 
vent anti-Semitism from becoming a 
menace to American democracy and 
liberty. 



JEWISH NEWS IN REVIEW 

(Continued from page 15) 



Among the important Jewish institu- 
tions which were razed was the fam- 
ous library of the Vienna Jewish 
community which contained many 
valuable historical documents. 



The German Ministry of Econo- 
mics has decreed that all but a third 
of Jewish commercial enterprises are 
required to be transferred to non- 
Jewish ownership. Also, Jewish arti- 
sans will be forbidden to sell their 
products to the public. 

A pamphlet prepared by a promin- 
ent Egyptian Jew of Alexandria is 
being circulated among the Arabs 
pointing out that the right of the Jews 
to a national home in Palestine is sup- 
ported by numerous passages in the 
Koran, which, together with other 
holy Islamic writings, enjoin all Mos- 



lems to practice justice, tolerance and 
humanity towards mankind with no 
distinction of race or creed. The pam- 
phlet quotes the following passages : 

"O people (the Jews) enter then 
into the Holy Land, which has been 
promised to you by God." 

"And we have said that the Chil- 
dren of Israel (Bani Israil) shall in- 
habit this land." 

"And we have left it (Palestine) 
as an inheritance to the Sons of Is- 
rael." 



FIRST INSTALLMENT OF A 
NOTABLE WORK 

(Continued from page 8) 
notations which are appended to them, 
but also because of the fine scholarly 
introduction to each chapter, in which 
he discusses the various problems in- 



herent in a scientific study of this na- 
ture, as well as the structure and the 
value of these Beraithot. 

Dr. Higger deserves not only con- 
gratulations upon what he has achiev- 
ed, but also encouragement that he may 
continue L'hagdil Torah Ul'lta-a-dirah, 
"to enrich the field of Torah and to 
glorify it." 

SPOTLIGHT ON JEWISH 
FOpTBALL STARS 

(Continued from page 22) 
Luftman will go to the Rose Bowl 
with Duke. Izzy Cantor was a danger- 
ous U.C.L.A. back. Irv Mendelson, 
Penn guard, did yeoman work. Bern- 
ard Weiner was Kansas State's crack 
guard. 

Sol Sherman distinguished himself 
as a clever signal-barker for Chicago. 
Myron Cohen played a similar position 
with Harvard. Leo Berk performed 
alongside of Roth at Cornell, and there 
were many others. 

Then, too, the coaches rate a nod. 
Benny Friedman, needless to say, is 
recognized as one of the best, turning 
out crack teams with mediocre mater- 
ial. Gene Berkowitz, his line assistant, 
is a Thomas Jefferson graduate. 

A tribute must be paid to Lou Omm 
Oshins, coach of Brooklyn College. 
A mysterious spinal ailment laid Lou 
low in the hospital for 15 weeks dur- 
ing the summer, and it looked as 
though he would be lucky to combat 
the ailment, much less coach again. 

Bu't the niedicos did n|ot reckefn 
with the Oshins fighting spirit. He 
came outf (of the hospital to coach 
again. Yes, coach even though it meant 
lying on a strecher on the sidelines 
with assistants to carry him up and 
down the field as he followed the team's 
actions. When the team traveled, he 
went with them on his strecher, suf- 
fering agony as no one will know, 
but always cheerful, inspiring, cour- 
ageous. 

They say he will never be able to 
coach again. But whether he does or 
not, Lou Oshins typified the fighting 
Jewish spirit on and off the field, bring- 
ing glory and praise to his name and 
honor to his school and race. 

Thus we close another football sea- 
son with a record of Jewish players 
who fought their way to the front 
ranks. Many others are right behind. 
Tomorrow will surely bring them to 
immortal rankings along with the 
Goldbergs, Luckmans and Roths of 
193S and the Friedmans and Singtons 
of yesteryears. 
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Property owners who have had policies 
with us for 12 years have had full protec- 
tion for more than 2y 2 years ABSOLUTELY 
FREE. In other words their dividends have 
mounted to 285%, an amazing saving. 

We are able to figure our costs quite ac- 
curately ahead of time. Therefore instead of 
taking your money and giving it back to 
you a year later, we credit you the mo- 
ment that you insure. YOU ONLY PAY 
THE NET AMOUNT. You gain an imme- 
diate advantage, a 20% advance saving. 

Here is one realty cost that, in the face of 
higher labor, heavier taxes, etc., represents 
a substantial decrease. 
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CONSOLIDATED TAXPAYERS MUTUAL 
INSURANCE COMPANY 

164 MONTAGUE STREET BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
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